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Actors' National Protective Union.. 

Allied Metal Mechanics, Internation- 
al Association of 
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Barbers* International Union, Jour- 
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Bookbinders, International Brother 
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Boot and Shoe Workers' Union. 
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Carpenters and Joiners, Amalga- 
mated Society of 



Carriage and Wagon Workers* Inter- 
national 



Carv srs' Association, International, 
Wood 



Car Workers, International Associa- 
tion of 



Cement Workers, American Brother- 
hood of 



Cigarmakers' International Union of 
America 



Clerks, Retail, International Pro 
tective Association 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of N. A., 
United 

Coopers' International Union 

Commercial Telegraphers' Union of 
America 

Electrical Workers of America, In- 
ternational Brotherhood of 

Elevators Constructors, Internation 
al Union of 
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A. T. Fish, 644 Prudential Bldg., Buffalo, 
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ton, Pa. 

A. B. Loebenburg, Decatur, 111. 

Maurice Mikol, 66 E. Fourth St., New 
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James A. Cable, Box 77, Kansas City, Kans. 

Andrew C. Hughes, 1012 Boylston St., New- 
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Michael J. Reidy, Boston, Mass. 

H. W. Sherman, Corcoran Bldg., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Charles Nelson, 154 E. Fifth St., New 
York, N. Y. 

Frank Estinghausen, 83 Prospect St., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

George Burns, Room 7, Hilsendagen Bldg., 
Detroit, Mich. 

Frank Feeney, 819 Pierce St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Mack Taylor, 506 The Temple, Danville, 111. 
P. McMahon, New York City. 
John J. Glass, 514 E. Eagle St., Buffalo, N.Y. 
Frank Monaghan, 206 Parker St., Boston, 
Mass. 

Timothy Healy, 193 Bowery, New York, 
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C. L. Shamp, 2502 N. 18th St., Omaha, Neb. 
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James E. Larkin, 1074 16th Ave., S. E. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Lawrence J. Curran, 188 W. Van Buren St., 
CMcago, Hi- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION. 



Organizations. 



Garment Workers of America, 
United 



Garment Workers' Union, Ladies, 
International 

Glass Bottle Blowers' Association, 
United States and Canada , 

Glass House Employes' Internation- 
al Association 

Glass Snappers' National, Protective 
Association of America 

Glass Workers* International Asso 
elation, Amalgamated 

Gold Beaters' National Protective 
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Granite Cutters' National Union.. 



Hatters of North America, United. . 



Hod Carriers' and Building Labor 
ers' International Union 
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Horseshoers, of United States and 
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Hotel and Restaurant Employes' In 
ternational Alliance and Bartend- 
ers' International League 

Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, Amal- 
gamated Association of 

Jewelry Workers' International of 
America 

Lathers, International Union, Wood, 
Wire and Metal 

Laundry Workers, Shirt, Waist and, 
Internation 
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N. Y. 
Ephraim Kaufmann, 70 St. Mark's place, 

New York, N. Y. 
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York, N. Y. 

D. A. Hayes, 930 Witherspoon Bldg., Phil- 
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phia, Pa. 
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P. J. Laily, 105 Quince St., Roxbury, Mass. 

Robert A. Callahan, 752 E. Fourth St., So. 
Boston, Mass. 

M. P. Scott, 127 Mason St., San Francisco, 
Cal. 

Fred B. Hobby, 242 Champlain St., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

John B. Gunter, 1822 Broadway, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

E. C. O'Connor, City Hall, Kewaneo, 111. 

Theodore J. Shaffer, Room 506 House Bldg., 
Pittsburg, Pa. 

Joseph W. Rutledge, 206 W. Main St., New 
Albany, Ind. 

John H. Richards, care Hotel Gaston, Mo- 
ravia St., Newcastle, Pa. 

H. J. Vollmer, North Attleboro, Mass. 

Charles E. Langlands, 126 Fourth Ave., 
Pittsburg, Pa. 

John H. Stephens, 2511 Rowan St., Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

W. O. Powell, Room 304 Omaha Bldg., 
Chicago, 111. 

Harry Buckley, 812 Hopkins Ave., Balti- 
more, Md. 

Harry E. Hoke. 
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Leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
United Brotherhood of 

Leather Workers' Union, Amalga- 
mated 



Longshoremen's Association, Inter- 
national 



Machinists, International Associa- 
tion of 



Machine Printers and Color Mixers, 
National Association of 



Maintenance of Way Employes, In- 
ternational Brotherhood of 

Marble Workers, International As- 
sociation of 

V 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Work- 
men, Amalgamated 



Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, 
and Brass Workers' Union 



Metal Workers, International Asso- 
ciation Amalgamated Sheet.... 



Metal Workers* International Union 



United 

Mine Managers and Assistants' Mu- 
tual Aid Association 



Mine Workers of America, United.. 



Mine Workers of North America, 
United Mineral 



Molders', Iron, Union of North 
America 



1311 

'311 
\310 
1 310 
1310 
310 



75 



Jacob G. Huber, 98 Babcock St., Hartford, 
Conn. 

John Roach, Room 52, Forrest Bldg., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Daniel J. Keefe, 407 Elks' Temple, Detroit, 
Mich. 

Henry C. Barter, 408 Elks' Temple, Detroit, 
Mich. 

T. V. O'Connor, 96 Albany St., Buffalo, N. Y. 

James O'Connell, McGill Bldg., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

James J. Creamer, 619 China St., Rich* 
mond, Va. 

George H. Warner, 123 Liberty St., New 
York, N. Y. 

Arthur E. Ireland, 92 La Salle St.. Chi- 
cago, 111. 

John Hammerstrom, North Capitol and O 
Sts., N. W. Washington, D. C. 

W. N. Drinkwater, 494 7th St., Buffalo, N. Y. 

John T. Wilson, Benoist Bldg., St. Louis, 

Mo. 
C. Boyle, Benoist Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 
A. B. Lowe, 186 Union St., Kingston, Ont. 

William J. Kelly, 2912 Lowe Ave., Chicago, 

M. D'onnelly, 4658 Ashland Ave., Chicago, 111. 
Homer D. Call, Box 317, Syracuse, N. Y. 
C. E. Schmidt, 4658 Ashland Ave., Chicago, 

H. L. Eichelberger, 25 Third Ave., New 

York City. „ ,_ 

P» B. Downing, 25 Third Ave., New York 

City. 
Nicholas Dutle, 243 Wyoming St., Dayton, 

Ohio. 
P. J. Downey, 45 Myrtle Ave., Albany, 

N. Y. 
C. D. Wheeler, 667 W. Lake St., Chicago, 

Harry C. Kurten, 1231 Arch St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. ^ , 

C. O. Sherman, 148 W. Madison St., Chica- 
go, 111. 

L. Kness, 1310 Franklin St., St. Louis, Mo. 

William Scaife, Springfield, 111. 

John Mitchell, Stevenson Bldg., Indianapo- 
lis, Ind. 

W. B. Wilson, Stevenson Bldg., Indianapo- 
lis, Ind. 

John Fahy, Shamokin, Pa. 

John T. Dempsey, Scranton, Pa. 

W. H. Haskins, Columbus, Ohio. 

W. D. Ryan, Springfield, 111. 

T. L. Lewis, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Matt Wasley, 815 No. Pine St., Ishpemlng, 

Mich. 
Joseph F. Valentine, Box 699, Cincinnati, O. 
John P. Frey, Box 699 Cincinnati, Ohio. 
John Bradley, 58 Market St., Poughkeeo- 

sie N. Y. 
M. F. Murphy, Huron and Elllcott Sts.» 

Buffalo, N. Y. 
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Musicians, American Federation of.. 

Oil and Gas Well Workers, Interna 
tional Brotherhood of 



Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America, Brotherhood. 

Paper Makers of America, United 
Brotherhood of 



Pattern Makers' League of North 
America , 
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Piano and Organ Workers' Union of 
America, International , 



Plate Printers' Union of North 
America 



Plnmbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fit 
ters, etc., United Association 



Potters, National Brotherhood of 
Operative 



Printers, Machine Textile, Associa- 
tion -of America 



Printing Pressmen's International 
Union 



Print Cutters' Association of Amer- 
ica, National 



Quarryworkers' International Union 
of North America 



Railway Clerks, International Asso 
ciation of 



Railway Employes, Street and Elec- 
tric Amalgamated Association.. 



Railroad Telegraphers, Order of... 

Rubber Workers, Amalgamated 
Union of America 

Sawsmiths' National Union 

Seamen's Union, International 



Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers 
of America, National Union of 
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Joseph N. Weber, 541 
cinnati, O. 



Liberty St., Cin- 
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Owen Miller, 20 Allen Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 

D. A. Carey, 95 Markham St., Toronto, Can. 

C. G. Fltzgibben, Bradford, Pa. 

J. C. Bahlhorn, Drawer 199, Lafayette, Ind. 

M. P. Carrick, Drawer 199, Lafayette, Ind. 

Fred J. Kneeland, 3 Hyde Park Ave., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

M. Gilbertson, 772 N. Artesian Ave., Chi- 
cago, 111. 

E. E. Hancock, 806 G St., S. E., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

George Mackey, Watertown, N. Y. 
James F. Fitzgerald, Fort Edward, N. Y. 
Peter Winn, Appleton, Wis. 

James Wilson, 25 Third Ave., New York City. 
Charles Dold, 857 N. Irving Ave., Chicago, 

Frank H. Murray, 37 Richfield St., Boston, 
Mass. 

Theo. A. Rooney, 225 1-2 13th S. W. Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

William J. Spencer, 506 Bush Temple of 
Music, Chicago, 111. 

John S. Kelley, 506 Bush Temple of Music, 
Chicago, 111. 

Russell R. Hunt, Box 145, Schenectady, 
N. Y. 

Frank Van Fossan, 729 Walnut St., Cam- 
den, N. J. 

Harry Hailes, 62 23rd St., Wheeling, W. Va. 

.Tno. A. Scott, 19 Durant St., Lowell, Mass. 

M. P. Higgins, 35 Washington St., Charles- 
town, Mass. 

J. Frank O'Hare, 82 Water St., Boston, 
Mass. 

Daniel J. McDonald, 73 Decatur St., 
Charlestown, Mass. 

Ernest J. Dix, 1934 Moore St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

James McKnight, 90 Liberty St., Westerly, 
R. I. 

Dan. W. Richmond, 908 Unity Bldg., Chi- 
cago, 111. - 

Fred Fay, 

D. L. Dilworth, 1145 Helen Ave., Detroit, 
Mich. • 

L. W. Quick, Fullerton fildg., St. Louis, Mo. 

L. A. Tanquary, Cotopaxi, Colo. 

D. G. Ramsay, 1005 Unity Bldg., Chicago, 

Thos. J. Edwards, 31 Tremont St., Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

C. H. Winslow, Fitchburg, Mass. 

Wm. H. Frazier, 1 1-2 A Lewis St., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

Andrew Furuseth, East and Mission Sts., 
San Francisco, Cal. 



John Keyes, 87 Marshall St., Elizabeth, 
N. J. 
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Slate and Tile Roofers' Union of 
America, International 

Spinners' Association, Cotton Mule.. 

Stage Employes' International Alli- 
ance, Theatrical 

Stereotypers and Electrotypers' 
Union, International 

Stove Mounters' International Union. 

Tackmakers' International Union... 

Tailors' Union of America, Journey- 
men 

Teamsters, International Brother- 
hood of 



Textile Workers of America, United 



Tin Plate Workers' Protective As- 
sociation, International 

Tip Printers, International Brother- 
hood of 

Tohacco Workers' International 
Union 

Travelers Goods and Leather Novel- 
ty Workers* International Union.. 

Tube Workers, International Asso- 
ciation of 



Typographical Union, International. 



Upholsterers' International Union of 
North America *. , 

Weavers' Amalgamated Association 
Elastic Goring 

Weavers' Protective Association 
American Wire 

Wood Workers International Union 
of America, Amalgamated 
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Wm. C. Cornish, 1101 Main St., Hartford, 

Conn. 
Samuel Ross, Box 367 New Bedford, Mass. 
Philip Kelly, 1512 Broadway, New York, 

N. Y. 
Lee M. Hart, 353 So. State St., Chicago. 111. 
Geo. W. Williams, 534 Warren St., Boston, 

Mass. 

Geo. S. Schwab, 876 E. Market St., Louis- 
ville, Ky. 
A. E. Lincoln, Fairhaven, Mass. 

Jno. B. Lennon, Bloomlngton, 111. 

R. N. Qualey, 526 W. Doty St., Madison, 
Wis. 

Geo. Sangster, care Jas. Watts, 97 1-2 W, 
Adelaide St., Toronto, Can. 

J. B. Barry, 132 5th Ave., Chicago, 111. 

Daniel Furman, 132 5th Ave., Chicago, 111, 

Emmett Flood, 83 E. Madison St., Chicago, 
111. 

Jos. Cote, 132 5th Ave., Chicago, 111. 

F. H. Markey, 672 4th Ave., San Francis- 
co, Cal. 

Jas. Tansey, 116 Tecumseh St., Fall River, 
Mass. 

Albert Hlbbert, 1169 Rodman St., Fall 
River, Mass. 

Thos. O'Donnell, 32 Slater St., Fall River, 



Geo. Powell, 21 Iteilly Block, Wheeling, W. 

Va. 
C. Harvey Franke, 90 Greene St., Jamaica 

Plain, Mass. 
Henry Fischer, Amer, Nat'l Bank Bldg., 

Louisville, Ky. 
Anthony McAndrews, 440 Pioneer St., On 

cinnati, Ohio. 

Edward Carr, Hopkinton, Mass. 

Jno. B. McDonough, 327 Orange St., Read- 
ing, Pa. 

Jas. M. Lynch, 7 De Soto Block, Indlanapo 
lis, Ind. 

Win. M. Garrett, 423 G St., N. W. Wash 
Ington, D. C. 

M. S. Hayes, care Cleveland Citizen, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

P. G. Nuernnerger, 313 Glddings St., Ra 
venswood, Chicago, 111. 

Frank Morrison, 423 G St., N. W. Wash 
ington, D. C. 



Anton J. Engel, 28 Greenwood Terrace, 
Chicago, 111. 

Chas. Hunter, 38 Lowell St., Brockton, Mass, 

Jno. F. Curley, 203 Beach St., Holyoke, 



Thos. I. Kldd, 56 5th Ave., Chicago, III. 
D. D. Mulcahy, 101 Magnolia St., Detroit, 

Mich. 
Richard Braunschweig, 1519 Milwaukee St. 

Chicago, III. 
Chas. F. Gebelein, 1317 Clinton St., St 

Louis, Mo. 
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No. of 

votes 

for each 

delegate. 



Name and address of delegates. 



Alabama State Federation of Labor. 

Connecticut Federation of Labor 

Georgia State Federation of Labor.. 

Illinois State Federation of Labor... 

Indiana State Federation of Labor.. 

Iowa State Federation of Labor 

Massachusetts State Federation of 
Labor 

Michigan State Federation of Labor 

Minnesota State Federation of Labor 

New Hampshire State Federation of 

Labor 

New Jersey State Federation of 
Labor 

New York State Workingmen's Fed 

eration of Labor 

Ohio State Federation of Labor 

Oregon State Federation of Labor. . 
Pennsylvania State Federation of 

Labor 

Porto Rico Federation of Working- 
men 

Rhode Island State Federation of 
Labor 

Tennessee Federation of Labor 

Utah Federation of Labor 

Vermont State Federation of Labor. 

Altoona (Pa.) Central Labor Union.. 

Anniston (Ala.) Trades Council 

At hoi (Mass.) Central Labor Union.. 

Atlanta (Ga.) Federation of Trades.. 

Augusta, Hallowell and Gardiner 

(Me.) Central Labor Union 

Baltimore (Md.) Federation of Labor 

Batavia (N. Y.) Central Labor Union 
Birmingham (Ala.) Trades Council. . 
Boise (Idaho) Federated Trades and 

Labor Council 

Boston (Mass.) Central Labor Union. 

Bradford (Pa.) Trades Assembly 

Bristol (Conn.) Central Labor Union. 

Brockton (Mass.) Central Labor Union 
Buffalo (N. Y.) United Trades and 

Labor Assembly 

Burlington (Vt.) Central Labor Union 
Cambridge (Mass.) Central Labor 

Union 

Chelsea (Mass.) Central Labor Union 

Chicago (111.) Federation of Labor. . 
Chicago Heights (111.) Trades and 

Labor Assembly 

Cincinnati (O.) Central Labor Council 

"firrt : 



D. U. Williams, Box 589, Birmingham. Ala. 
J. A. Beals, 234 High St., Hartford, Conn. 
Jerome Jones, 14 1-2 N. Forsythe St., At 

lanta, Ga. 
Thomas L. Hughes, care J. F. Morris. 

Springfield, 111. 
Edgar A. Perkins, Room 19, Union Bldg., 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
John P. White, Albia, Iowa. 

Patrick Mahoney, 11 Appleton St., Boston, 

Mass. 
Francis Fildew, 708 12th St., Detroit, Mich. 

M. B. Neary, 912 University Ave., N. E., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Chas. J. McLaughlin, 195 2nd St., Manches- 
ter, N. H. 

Thomas J. McHugh, 18 Mulberry Place, 
Newark, N. J. 

E. W. Leonard, Schenectady, N. Y. 
Frank Poplowsky, Cleveland, Ohio. 
II. C. Gurr, Portland, Oregon. 

J. J. Casey, care 53 Wyomlug St., Wilkes 

Barre, Pa. 
Eugenio Sanchez Lopez, 43 Cruz, San Juan, 

P. R. 

George B. Sullivan, 215 Morris St., Paw- 
tucket, R. I. 

A. E. Hill, 3131-2 Cedar St., Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Robert E. Currie, 748 W. First South St., 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 

B. F. Healey, care 39 Hlckok Place, Bur- 
lington, Vt. 

Louis Casey, 1230 13th Ave., Altoona, Pa. 

I.ee Ferguson, Anniston, Ala. 

Patrick J. Murphy, South Athol Road, 

Athol, Mass. 
J. W. Bridwell, City Hall, Atlanta, Ga. 

Wilbur P. Cummings, care C. W. Edwards, 

12 Spruce St., Augusta. 
Edward Hirsch, Room 4, cor. North and 

Balto. Sts. Baltimore, Md. 
John Spittal, 9 Chase Park, Batavia, N. Y. 
H. A. Markey, Birmingham, Ala. 

Frank C. Simmons, 210 S. 2nd, Boise, Ida. 

Dennis D. Drlscoll, 78 E. Canton St., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

George E. Thomas, 13 Park St., Bradford, 
Pa. 

Michael F. Daly, 19 North Main St., Bris- 
tol, Conn. 

Joseph Kelley, Brockton, Mass. 

John Coleman, 503 Ellicott St., Buffalo, N. Y. 
A. Hunt, Burlington, Vt. 

A. W. Morrison, Cambridge, Mass. 
Dennis J. Scully, 64 Grove St., Chelsea, 

William G. Schardt, 56 Fifth Ave., Chica- 
go, 111. 
M. B. Elmer, Chicago Heights, 111. 
John Hasselbeck, Cincinnati, Ohio. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION. 



Organizations. 



No. 

of 

dele- 

gate* 
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Name and address of delegates. 



Clinton (Iowa) Tri-City Labor Con- 
gress 



Colorado Springs (Col.) Federated 

Trades Council 

Connellsville (Pa.) Central Trades 

and Labor Council 

Cumberland (Md.) Trades Council... 
Cuyahoga County (Ohio) Trades and 

Labor Council 

Danbury (Conn.) Central Labor 

Union 



Davenport (la.) Trades and Labor 

Assembly 

Denison (Tex.) Labor Trades Council 

Denver (Col.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly 

Detroit (Mich.) Council of Trades 
and Labor Unions 



Durham (N. C.) Central Labor Union 
East Liverpool (Ohio) Trades and 

Labor Council 

Elgin (111.) Trades Council 



Erie (Pa.) Central Labor Union... 

Galesburg (111.) Trades and Labor 

Assembly ' 

Geneva (N. Y.) Federation of Labor 

Glens Falls (N. Y.) Trades and 

Labor Assembly 



Gloucester (Mass.) Central Labor 
Union 



Greenfield (Mass.) Central Labor 

Union 

Hamilton (Ohio) Co-operative Trades 

and Labor Council 

Haverhill (Mass.) Central Labor 

Union 

Holyoke (Mass.) Central Labor Union 
Hudson County (N. J.) Central 

Labor Union 



Ilion (N. Y.) Trades Assembly.... 
Independence (Kans.) Central Labor 

Union 

Indianapolis (Ind.) Central Labor 

Union 

Jackson (Miss.) Trades and Labor 

Council 

Janesville (Wis.) Federated Trades 

Council 

Jefferson City (Mo.) Central Labor 

Union 



Jeffersonvllle (Ind.) Central Labor 
Union 



Kansas City (Mo.) Industrial Council 
Keene (N. H.) Central Labor Union. 

Knoxville (Tenn.) Central Labor 
Union 



G. C. Campbell, 704 N. 2nd St., Clinton, la. 

Anthony W. Fossberg, Colorado Springs, 

Colo. 
Thos. J. Collins, Connellsrille, Pa. 
Harry Irvin, Cumberland, Md. 

Thomas Moore, 14 Broadway, Cleveland, O. 

P. D. Scollans, 121 Liberty St., Danbury, 
Conn. 

W. H. Hitchcock, Davenport, la. 
H. C. Fuller. 1231 Woodward St., Denison. 
Texas. 

S. G. Fosdick, Club Bldg., Denver, Colo. 

David Jones, 100 Champlain St., Detroit, 

Mich. 
W. H. Clay, Durham, N. C. 

John Reark, E. Liverpool, O. 

Arthur Kenney, 486 Ashland Ave., Elgin, 

111. 
James J. Reid, Erie, Pa. 

Mrs. Nellie D. Parker, Box 288, Galesburg, 

111. 
Wm. Graney, R. F. D. 3, Geneva, N. Y. 

W. A. Woods, 152 Main St., So. Glens 
Falls, N. Y. 

John Sinclair, 14 Eastern Ave., Gloucester, 
Mass. 

H. E. Flanagan, Greenfield, Mass. 

Owen J. Trownsell, Hamilton, Ohio. 

Jeremiah Donovan, Haverhill. Mass. 
D. D. Mahoney, Holyoke, Mass. 

Cornelius Ford, 728 Willow Ave., Hoboken, 

N. J. 
Frank Laplant, Ilion, N. Y. 

M. W. Curtis, Independence, Kansas. 

Thaddeus S. Gurley, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Rufus Keene, 104 Mill St., Jackson, Miss. 

T. J. McKeigue, Janesville, Wis. 

H. F. Sarman, 222 Madison St., Jefferson 
City, Mo. 

Oscar H. Duffy, 227 E. Front St., Jeffer- 
sonvllle, Ind. 

John T. Smith, 1115 Pacific St., Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Dennis W. Finn, 81 Church St., Keene, 
N. H. 

R. H. Coker, Knoxville, Tenn. 
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Lawrence (Mass.) Central Labor 
Union 

Leavenworth (Kans.) Trades and 
Labor Council 

Leominster (Mass.) Central Labor 
Union 

Lockport (N: Y.) Central Labor 
Union 

Los Angeles (Cal.) Council of Labor. 

Lowell (Mass.) Trades and Labor 
Council 

Lynn (Mass.) Central Labor Union. 

Maiden (Mass.) Central Labor Union 

Manchester (N. H.) Central Labor 
Union ". 

Marietta (O.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly 

Mayaguez (P. R.) Central Labor 
Union 

Meadville (Pa.) Central Labor Union 

Milwaukee (Wis.) Federated Trades 
Council 

Mobile (Ala.) Central Labor Union.. 

Mobile (Ala.) Central Trades Coun- 
cil 

Montpelier (Vt.) Central Labor 
Union 

Montreal (Can.) Trades and Labor 
Council 

Murphysboro (1111 Trades Council... 

Nashua (N. H.) Central Labor Union 

Newark (N. J.) Trades Council 

New Brighton (Pa.) Central Labor 
Union of Beaver County 

New Britain (Conn.) Central Labor 
Union 

Newburyport (Mass.) Central Labor 
Union 

New Orleans (La.) Central Trades 
and Labor Council 

New Orleans (La.) Central Labor 
Union 

Newport (R. T.) Central Labor Union 
New York (N. Y.) Central Federated 

Union 

Norfolk (Va.) Central Labor Union 

Norwich (Conn.) Central Labor 
Union 

Oklahoma City (Okl.). Central Labor 
Union 

Oneida (N. Y.) Central Trades and 
Labor Assembly 

Ottawa (111.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly 

Parkersburg (W. Va.) Trades and 
Labor Council 

Pawtiicket (R. I.) Central Trades 
and Labor Union 



Robert S. Maloney, 115 Jackson St., Law- 
rence, Mass. 

George Brandon, 202 Pattowatomie St., 
Leavenworth, Kans. 

Edwin R. Stuart, 32 Bouttle St., Leomin- 
ster, Mass. 

Wm. J. Nugent, 310 Church St., Lockport r 
N. Y. 

Francis Drake, 332 Wilson Block, Los An- 
geles, Cal. 

John Barrett, Lowell, Mass. 

Edward Cohen, 15 Ingalles St. Lynn, Mass. 

Patrick J. Powell, Maiden, Mass. 

Dennis E. O'Leary, Manchester, N. H. 

Frank Henry. 204 Oilman Ave., Marietta, O. 

Abraham Pena, Mayaquez, P. R. 
John Browning, Meadville, Pa. 

James Sheehan, 548 5th Ave., Milwaukee, 

Wis. 
Walter D. Allimon, 261 Poe St., Mobile, Ala. 

Joseph L. Allabougb, Mobile, Ala. 

W. D. Jones, 174 Main St., Montpelier, Vt. 

Joseph Ainey, City Hall, Montreal, Can. 
Henry Wulf, Murphysboro, Ills. 
Bernard Clancy, Ntishua, N. H. 
H. J. Gottlob, 265 Washington St., New- 
ark, N. J. 

Theodore Feltus, Monaco, Pa. 

Dennis O'Keefe, New Britain, Conn. 

Frank H. Davis, 17 1-2 Boardman St., New- 
buryport, Mass. 

Patrick Welsh, 638 St. Ann St., New Or- 
leans, La. 

James E. Porter, 1116 Perdido St., New Or- 
leans, La. 

James B. Edwards, 21 Webster St., New- 
port, R. I. 

J. Holland, 193 Bowery, New York, N. Y. 

Geo. H. Largay, 7 Washington Ave., Nor- 
folk, Va. 

John T. Hlnchey, Norwich, Conn. 

C. E. Ballard, Oklahoma City, Okla. Terr. 

F. B. Tully, 24 Madison St., Oneida, N. Y. 

Geo. E. Whitney, 413 Cornell St., Ottawa, 
Ills. 

J. H. Nightingale, Box 551, Parkersburg, 
W. Va. 

Michael Donovan, Pawtucket. R. I. 
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DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION. 
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\ 



No. 
of 
dele- 
gate* 



Peoria (111.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly 

Petaluma (Cal.) Central Labor 
Union 

Philadelphia (Pa.) Central Labor 
Union 



(Pa.) Central Trades 



Pittsburg 
Council 



Port Jervis (N. Y.) Central Labor 
Union 



(Me.) Central Labor 



Portland 
Union 



Portsmouth (N. H.) Central Labor 
Union 



Poughkeepsie (N. Y.) Trades and 
Labor Council 



Providence (R. I.) Central Trades 
and Labor Union 



Richmond (Va.) Central Trades and 
Labor Council 



Rock Island (111) Tri-City Labor Con 

gress 

Rockland (Mass.) Central Labor 

Union 

Rome (Ga.) Central Labor Union 

Rumford Palls (Me.) Central Labor 

Union 

Rutland (Vt.) Central Trades and 

Labor Council 



Salem (Mass.) Central Labor Union. 

San Antonio (Tex.) Trades Council.. 
San Francisco (Cal.) Labor Council. 

Sault Ste. Marie (Mich.) Trades and 
Labor Council 



Savannah (Ga.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly , 



Schnectady (N. Y.) Trades Assembly. 
Scranton (Pa.) Central Labor Union. 

Sharon (Pa.) United Labor League.. 
South Omaha (Neb.) Trades and La 

bor Council 

Springfield (111.) Central Labor Union 
Springfield (Mass.) Central Labor 

Union 



Stockton (Cal.) Federated Trades. . 
Streator (111.) United Trades and La 

bor Council 

St. Joseph (Mo.) Central Labor 

Council 



St. Louis (Mo.) Central Trades and 
Labor Union 



No. of 

votes 

for each 

delegal 



Name and address of delegates. 



Robert A. McKee, 224 Masonic Temple, Pe- 
oria. 111. 
John G. Lawler, Petaluma, Cal. 

Ernst Kreft, 2959 N. Fairhill St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

A. M. Swartz, 1410 Sandusky St., Alle- 
gheny, Pa. 

Hamilton Hulse, 256 W. Main St., Port 
Jervis, N. Y. 

Franklin H. Hatch, care Portland Adver- 
tiser, 197 Federal St., Portland, Me. 

Francis H. Thompson, 35 Maplewood Ave., 
Portsmouth, N. H. 

Harvey C. Neal, 10 South Clinton St., 
Poughkeepsle, N. Y. 

Peter F. Bowen, 200 Blackstone St., Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

John M. Ryall, 513 N. Third St., Richmond, 
Va. 

Edward C. Berry, Rock Island, 111. 

James F. Kane, Rockland, Mass. 
J. J. Holloway, Rome, Ga. 

John S. Dodd, Rumford Falls, Me. 

John W. Arvidson, 115 Robbins St., Rut- 
land, Vt. 
R. C. Schneider, 29 Oakland St., Salem, 



James P. Broderick. San Antonio, Texas. 
Walter Macarthur, 927 Market St., San 
Francisco, Cal. 

M. J. McKelvey, 820 South St., Sault Ste. 
Marie, Mich. 

William S. Harris, 21 Bay St., East, Savan- 
nah, Ga. 

Fred W. Burman, Schenectady, N. Y. 

Dominick Dempsey, 410 Grove St., ' Dun- 
more, Pa. 

E. B. Clarke, 35 Florence St., Sharon, Pa. 

Thos. J. Myler, 25 J St., South Omaha, Neb. 
John Zaring, Springfield, 111. 

Geo. E. Vincens, 36 Kenwood Park, Spring- 
field, Mass. 
A. L. Cowell, Stockton, Cal. 

D. G. Dewar, Streator, 111. 

W. D. Henderson, 221 S. 21st St., St., Jo- 
seph, Mo. 

Richard Debarrey, 1837 Division St., St. 
Louis, Mo. 
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dele- 
gat 



St. Paul (Minn.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly 

Superior (Wis.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly 

Thompson ville (Conn.) Central Labor 
Union 

Toledo (O.) Central Labor Union.'!.. 

Trenton (N. J.) Central Labor Union. 

Troy (N. Y.) Central Federation of 
Labor 

Vallejo (Cal.) Trades and Labor 
Council 

Waltham (Mass.) Central Labor 
Union 

Washington (D. C.) Central Labor 
Union 

Washington (Pa.) Central Labor 
Assembly 

Wilkes Barre (Pa.) Central Labor 
Union 

Worcester (Mass.) Central Labor 
Union 

Yonkers (N. Y.) Federation of Labor 

Asphalt Pavers, 10,513 

Bolt and Nut Workers, 9198 

Briar Wood Smoking Pipe Makers, 

10,566 

Brush Workers, 11,274 

Button Workers, 8789 

Cigar Factory Tobacco Strippers, 

8156 

Cloth Examiners, 8395 

Cloth Examiners and Spongers, 10,429 

Cloth Examiners and Spongers, 10,780 

Cloth Spongers and Refinishers, 9100. 

Coachmen and Stablemen, 6327 

Cotton Yard Men Association, 9143. 

Cutting Die Workers, 10,583 

Die Workers, 10,355 

Drain Layers and Helpers, 10,335... 

Drillers and Tampers, 9800 

Excavators' Protective, 10,630 

Federal Labor, 6482 

Federal Labor, 7087 

Federal Labor, 7386 

Federal Labor, 8073 

Federal Labor, 8198 

Federal Labor, 8279 

Federal Labor, 8532 

Federal Labor, 8962 

Federal Labor, 9325 

Federal Labor, 9465 



No, of 

votes 

for each 

delegate. 



Name and address of delegates. 



10 



Henry Feyder, 309 Wabasha St., St. Paul, 

Charles A. Dolan, Superior, Wis. 

Michael J. Connor, Thompsonville, Conn. 
Peter J. Doll, 224 Beacon St., Toledo, O. 
James A. Savadge, 547 N. Clinton St., Tren- 
ton, N. J. 

Michael Muldoon, 3rd and Congress Sts., 
Troy, N. Y. 

J. B. Dale, 924 La. St., Vallejo, Cal. 

Michael J. O'Connell, 243 Cherry St., West 
Newton, Mass. 

Edward J. Roche, 423 G St., N. W. 

'Henry Sabel, Washington, Pa. 

Chas. Lavin, 108 Kidder St., Wilkesbarre, 
Pa. 

Thos. F. Harney, 89 Salem St., Worcester, 

Mass. 
Godfrey Lehner, Yonkers, N. Y. 
Theo Payne, 769 Carroll Ave., Chicago, 111. 
Charles Peetz, Louisville, Ky. 

Jos. Kuhn, 1401 Perth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Geo. Tyson, 709 Walnut St., Milwaukee, 

Wis. 
Henry Hitchcock, 1034 E. 14th, Davenport, 

Iowa. 

Rosa Scully, 1 Davis Place, Roxbury, Mass. 

B. Harskowitch, New York, N. Y. 
Joseph J. Mcore, care 125 17th St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

C. T. Barnett, care 164 Albany Ave., Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Michael Brayer, 311 E. 89th St., New York. 
N. Y. 

Wm. F. Henderson, 131 Lenox St., Rox- 
bury, Mass. 

Isom G. Wynn, 617 So. Prieur St., New Or- 
leans, La. 

G. H. Gosline, Worcester, Mass. 

Alfred Patterson, Brockton, Mass. 

John Cardiff, 613 W. Taylor St., Chicago, 
111. 

Wm. White, 399 Humrod St., Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

Tito Pacelli, care 305 E. 113th St., New 
York. N. Y. 

G. A. Hoehn, 324 Chestnut St., "St. Louis, 
Mo. 

Jas. Borden, 515 N. Spring St., Belleville, 
111. 

John B. Swift, 264 20th Ave., S. Minneapo- 
lis, Minn. 

Wm. N. Burton, Petersburg, Ind. 

Chas. P. Lynch, Golden St., Norwich, Conn. 

Michael D. Collins, 28 East St., E. Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

E. S. Gettle, Martlnsburg, W. Va. 

Dan'l Dinneen, Glens Falls, N. Y. 

Albert Hodges, care 917 Agatha St., Los. 
Angeles, Cal. 

Fred O. Malory, Palmer, N. Y. 
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Federal Labor, 9492. 



No. of 

votes 

for each 

delegate. 



Federal Labor, 9575 1 

Federal Labor, 9636 

Federal Labor, 9686 

Federal Labor, 9985 

Federal Labor, 9986 

Federal Labor, 9970 



Federal Labor, 10,091. 

Federal Labor, 10121. 

Federal Labor, 10,190. 

Federal Labor, 10,241. 

Federal Labor 10,334.. 

Federal Labor, 10,472. 

Federal Labor, 10,518. 

Federal Labor, 10,547. 
Federal Labor, 10,581. 

Federal Labor, 10,600. 

Federal Labor, 10,651. 

Federal Labor, 10,964. 

Federal Labor, 11,311. 

Federal Labor, 11,319. 

Federal Labor, 11,413. 



Fish Skinners, Cutters and Hand- 
lers, 9582 



Arch. Holders and Helpers, 7413 



Foundry Employes, 9617. 
Foundry Workers, 9938... 
Foundry Helpers, 10,012.. 



Foundrymen's Union, 10,110... 
Foundrymen's Helpers, 10,387. 
Foundry Laborers, 11,236 



Furniture Packers* Protective, 10,699 

Grain Workers, 11,407 

Granitoid, Cement, Concrete Work- 
ers, 8172 



Hardware Employes' Union, 10,532. 

Hospital Employes, 10,725 

Hospital Nurses and Employes, 

10,850 

House Shorers and Movers, 7417 

Insulators and Asbestos Workers, 
6918 



Janitors 

Laborers' 

Laborers' 

Laborers' 

Laborers' 

Laborers' 

Laborers' 

Laborers' 

Laborers' 



Protective, 
Protective, 
Protective, 
Protective, 
Protective, 
Protective, 
Protective, 
Protective, 



9105... 
9290... 
9545... 
9558. . . 
9756... 
10,191. 
10,295. 
10,829. 



Ln borers' Protective, 11,223. 



Name and address of delegates. 



W A. Reed, cor. Bayou and St. Louis Sts., 

Mobile, Ala. 
John Cannon, Gouverneur, N. Y. 
John E. Dervin, Rutland, Vt. 
F C. Turnt, 10 Pleasant St., Spencer* Mass. 
J. L. Gilpin, Uhrichsville, Ohio. 
J. M. Butler, South McAlester, IT. 
W M. Faulkerson, 211 19th St., Ashland, 

Ky. 
John A. Cooper, Columbus, Ind. 
W. B. Schmatterlee, Nevada, Mo. 
Thos. V. Studd, Berlin, N. H. 
Wm. Marsh, Main St., Osawatomie, Kan. 
H. S. Whiteman, Box 462, Jamestown* N.Y. 
J. R. Page, Deerport, N. C. 
Win. Bankow, 1§95 Harold Ave., Chicago, 

111. 
P. W. Tusslny, Deshler, O. ^ 

P. McLaughlin, 225 S. East St., Hillsboro, O. 
Fred Gascoyne, East Stroudsburg, Pa. 
Clarence E. Madden", Bar Harbor, Maine. 
W. C. Kldd, Suffern. N. Y. 
Ernest J. Graham, Millinocket. Maine. 
Oscar Morlm, Mt. Pleasant, 111. 
Jrhn W. Anderson, 400 S. Hamilton St., 

Mobile, Ala. 

John P. Field, 17 Duncan St., Gloucester, 
Mass. 

Geo. Bechtold, 3126 Oregon Ave, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

Jas. Borden, 515 N. Spring St., Belleville, 111. 

Michael Doran, 48 Ida St., Troy, N. Y. 

John F. Gilhooley, 201 K. 6th St., Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

Richard Walshe, 410 2nd St., E. Newark, 
N. J. 

Frank McCardle, 347 E. 25th St., New York, 
N. Y. 

Patrick F. Tobin, 105 N. Paulina St., Chi- 
cago, 111. 

7ns. Brady, 362 3rd Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Ernest Bohm, New York City. 

August Buthe, 1025 Franklin Ave., St. 

Louis, Mo. 
James Hannahan, Chicago, HI. 
O. L. Murrell, State Hospital, Buffalo, N.Y. 

Herbert J. Feehan, Willard, N. Y. 
Francis Creamer, 449 W. 48th St., New 
York, N. Y. 

Andrew Caldwell, 19 Orchard St., Boston, 

Mass. 
Charles Fieldstack, Chicago, 111. 
John B. Donnelly, Brockton. Mass. 
Wm. E. Miles, Box 60, Sheffield, Ala. 
M. McLeod, Rumford Falls, Me. 
Jos. E. King, Berlin, N. H. 
Geo. H. Turner, Kansas City, Mo. 
Wm. G. Hapgood, Skowhegan, Maine. 
Jas. J. Mills, Port Jervis, N. Y. 
D. W. Roderick, 92 La Salle St., Chicago, 

111. 
Jns. Kelley. Taunton, Mass. . 



Digitized by 



Googk 



DELEGATES TO THE TjVENTY-THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION. 



Organizations. 



No. 

of 
dele- 
gates 



No. of 

votes 

for each 

delegate. 
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Laborers' Protective, 11,277. 
Last Makers, 9269 



Last Makers, 9771 

Livery Stable Employes, 8529 

Lumbermen's Protective, 10,180. 
Mattress Makers, 6899 



Mattress Makers, 9493. 



Messenger Boys' Protective, 11,252. 
Millwrights and Machinery Erectors, 

7473 

Nail Mill Employes, 9987 

Newsboys' Protective, 9077 

Paper Box Makers, 10,154 

Paste Makers' Union, 10,567 



Paving Department Workers, 6751. 



Pearl Workers, 11,224 

Picture Frame Workers, 10,361. 



Plate Engravers, 9003, American So- 
ciety of 



Plate Glass Workers, 11,365 

Post Office Clerks, 8703 

Preserve Makers and Helpers, 11,242 

Rag Selectors, 9932 

Riggers* Protective, 10,315 



Rolling Mill Helpers and Laborers, 
10,145 



Sail Makers' Protective, 8232 

Sandstone Quarry Workers', 8961... 
Sanitary and Street Cleaning Union, 

6064 

Scale Workers' Protective, 7592 

Slate Workers, 10,016 

Stable Employes, 10,041 

Stablemen's Protective, 10,663 

Smoking Pipe Makers', 11,402 

Stone Masons, 7049 



Straw Hat Operatives, 9591. 
Straw Hat Operatives, 9655. 
Suspender Makers, 9560 



Suspender Makers, 10,342 

Tar Felt and Waterproof Workers, 
7565 



Tie Carriers, 11,202 

Tobacco Salesmen, 10,494 

Tunnel Miners, 8295 

Twine Workers, 11,122 



Watch Workers, 6961 

Water Department Workers, 6356. 



Thos. Dillon, 118 Holly St., Vicksburg, Miss. 
Stephen S. Haskell, 602 S. Warren Ave., 

Brockton, Mass. 
C. P. WIngerter, Maiden, Mass. 
Jas. Borden, 515 Spring St., Belleville, 111. 
John Bowler, Sr., Holyoke, Mass. 
James P. Derrigan, 321 State St., Chicago, 

111. 
Nicholas B. Ludwig, Jr., 435 Owen St. 

Hamilton, O. 
Chas. J. Keenan, Jr., Boston, Mass. 

T. M. Coyle, 2709 Allen Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
Jas. Borden, 515 Spring St., Belleville, 111. 
N. S. Sodekson, 30 Lowell St., Boston, Mass. 
Geo. B. Hillard, New York, N. Y. 
John L. Damozonio, 1787 Stockton St., San 

Francisco, Cal. 
Jas. F. Timilty, Summer Place, Roxbury 

Ma 88. 

Win. Cooper, 21 Mason St., Taunton, Mass 
John Russel, 1134 Milwaukee Ave., Chi 
cago, 111. 

Louis A. Hill, 1409 Howard Ave., N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 
John C. Deigle, Box 475, Port Allegheny 

Pa. 
L. J. Niemchesky, 56 St. Clair St., Chicago, 

111. 
Luke H. Gately, 29 Everett St., Charles- 

town, Mass. 
A. Rosenfleld, 143 Addison St., Chelsea, 

Mass. 
Jcs. O. White, 44 Haynes St., E. Boston, 

Mass. 

Thos. Freeman, 6214 Second Ave., S. Wood- 
lawn, Ala. 
Robert S. Maloney, 390 Front St., Bath, Me. 
William Smith, Sites, Cal. 

Joseph P. Downing, Boston, Mass. 

Peter Mullee, 112 East St., Rutland, Vt. 

Edward F. Bolger, Bangor. Pa. 

J. H. Stanner, Chicago, 111. 

Timothy Scott, Boston, Mass. 

Sigmund Lederer, New York, N. Y. 

Julius Faller, 3212 E. 25th St., Kansas 

City, Mo. 
E. W. Francis, 258 Shawmut Ave., Boston, 



Kate Hutchinson, Mechanic St., Foxboro, 

Mass. 
Chas. Zimmerman, 295 1-2 Staunton St., 

New York, N. Y. 
Benj. Klein, 432 Queen St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Wm. H. Clark, 335 Second St., So. Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

E. L. Tarrents, Evansville, Ind. 

J. G. Herr, Chicago, 111. 

Michael Burke, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Margaret BIckler, 730 Claybourne Ave., Ch! 
cago, 111. 

Thos. Darcy, 233 Standish St., Elgin. 111. 

Lawrence E. Murphy, 4 Nassau St., Boston, 
Mass. 
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Organizations. 



No 


No. of 


of 


votes 


dele- 


for each 


gates 


delegate. 


1 


1 




f 1 


2 


i 






1 


i 



Name and address of delegates. 



Wholesale Clothing Stock Keepers 
and Packers, 11,138 



FRATERNAL. 



British Trades and Labor Congress. 



Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada 

Church Association for the Advance- 
ment of the Interests of Labor 



Isaac Sadler, 947 N. 6th St., Philadelphia, 
Pa. 



Wm. Mullen, 2a Hodson's Chambers, Hod- 
son's Court, Corporation St., Manches- 
ter, England. 

James O'Grady, Moorgate Chambers, 72 
Pinsbury Pavement, London, England. 

Jas. Simpson, 41 Albany St., Toronto, On- 
tario, Can. 

Harricte Keyser, 281 Fourth Ave., New . 
York, N. Y. 



Delegates present, 496. Unions represented, National and International, 101; State, 20; Cen- 
tral, 130; Federal, 32; Local, 87: Fraternal, 4. Representing 14,038 votes, distributed as follows: 

National and International 13,721 

State 20 

Centrals 130 

Locals 164 

Fraternal • 3 

14,038 



Digitized by 



Googk 



CONSTITUTION 
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 



PREAMBLE. 

Whereas, A struggle is going on in all the 
nations of the civilized world between the 
oppressors and the oppressed of all countries, 
a struggle between the capitalist and the la- 
borer, which grows in Intensity from year to 
year, and will work disastrous results to the 
toiling millions if they are not combined for 
mutual protection and benefit. 

It, therefore, behooves the representatives of 
the Trade and Labor Unions of America, in 
convention assembled, to adopt such measures 
and disseminate such principles among the 
mechanics and laborers of our country as will 
permanently unite them to secure the recog- 
nition of the rights to which they are Justly 
entitled. 

We, therefore, declare ourselves in favor of 
the formation of a thorough Federation, em- 
bracing every Trade and Labor Organization 
in America, organized under the Trade Union 
system. 

CONSTITUTION. 



Article I.— Name. 

This Association shall be known as The 
American Federation op Labor, and shall 
consist of such Trade and Labor Unions as 
shall conform to its rules and regulations. 

Article II.— Objects. 

Section 1. The object of this Federation 
shall be the encouragement and formation of 
local Trade and Labor Unions, and the closer 
federation of such societies through the organ- 
ization of Central Trade and Labor Unions in 
every city, and the further combination of 
such bodies into State, Territorial, or Provin- 
cial organizations to secure legislation in the 
interest of the working masses. 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National and 
International Trade Unions, based upon a 
strict recognition of the autonomy of each 
trade, and the promotion and advancement 
of such bodies. 

Sec. 8. An American Federation of all 
National and International Trade Unions to 
aid and assist each other, to aid and encourage 
the sale of union-label goods, and to secure 
legislation in the interest of the working 
people and influence publicopinion, by peace- 
ful and legal methods, in favor of organized 
labor. 

Sec. 4. To aid and encourage the labor press 
of America. 



(xvii) 



Article III.— Convention. 

Section 1. The convention of the Feder- 
ation shall meet annually at 10 A. M., on the 
second Monday in November, at such place as 
the delegates have selected at the preceding 
convention. 

sec. 2. At the opening of the convention the 
'President shall take the chair and call the 
convention to order, and preside during its 
sessions. 

Sec. 3. The fol lowing committees, consisting 
of eleven members each, except the committee 
on Building Trades, which shall consist of 
fifteen members, shall be appointed by the 
President : First, Rules and Order of Business; 
second, Report of the President: third. Report 
of the Secretary: fourth, Report of the Treas- 
urer; fifth, Resolutions; sixth, Laws; seventh, 
Organization ; eighth, Labels ; ninth, Griev- 
ances; tenth, Local or Federated Bodies; 
eleventh, Education; twelfth, State Organi- 
zation; thirteenth, Boycotts; fourteenth, Build- 
ing Trades (to which shall be referred all 
grievances that involve only building trades, 
and all other matters pertaining exclusively 
to the building trades). 

Sec. 4. The President shall direct the chief 
executive officers of three National or Inter- 
national Unions, at least ten days previous to 
the holding of the Annual Convention, to ap- 

Soint one delegate each from their respective 
elegations-elect, who shall compose an Audit- 
ing Committee. The committee shall meet at 
such place as the President of the American 
Federation of Labor may direct, and at such 
time prior to the convention as the President 
may determine is necessary for the proper per- 
formance of their duty, and they shall audit 
the accounts of the Federation for the preced- 
ing twelve months, and report upon creden- 
tials immediately upon the opening of the 
convention. The expense of said committee 
shall be paid out of the funds of the Federa- 
tion. 

Sec. 6. Resol utions of any character or propo- 
sitions for changes in this Constitution can 
not be introduced in the convention after the 
third day's session, except by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Sec. 6. The convention shall have powei to 
order an executive session at any time. 

Sec. 7. None other than members of a bona 
fide Trade Union shall be permitted to address 
the convention or read papers therein, except 
by a two-thirds vote of the convention. 

Sec. 8. Party politics, whether they be Dem- 
ocratic, Republican, Socialistic, Populistic, 
Prohibition, or any other, shall have no place 
in the conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Sec. 9. The rules and order of business gov- 
erning the preceding convention shall be in 
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force from the opening of any convention of 
the American Federation of Labor until new 
rules have been adopted by action of the 
convention. 

Sec. 10. A quorum for the transaction of 
business shall consist of not less than one- 
fourth of the delegates attending a convention. 

Sec. 11. No grievance shall be considered by 
any convention that has been decided by a 
previous convention, except upon tha recom- 
mendation of the Executive Council, nor shall 
any grievance be considered where the parties 
thereto have not previously held a conference 
and attempted to adjust the same themselves. 

Article IV.— Representation. 

Section 1. The basis of representation in 
the convention 6hall be : From National and 
International Unions, for less than four thou- 
sand members, one delegate; four thousand 
or more, two delegates; eight thousand or 
more, three delegates; sixteen thousand or 
more, four delegates ; thirty-two thousand or 
more, five delegates, and so on. From Central 
Bodies, State Federations, Federal Labor 
Unions, and Local Unions having no National 
or International Union, one delegate (pro- 
vided, however, that Local Unions and Fed- 
eral Labor Unions herein referred to located 
in one city, shall have the right to unite 
In sending a delegate to represent them 
unitedly), only bo ha fide wage-workers who 
are not members of, or eligible to membership 
in, other Trade Unions, shall be eligible as 
delegates from Federal Labor Unions. 

Sec. 2. The delegates shall be elected at least 
two weeks previous to the Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, and the 
names of such delegates shall be forwarded 
to the Secretary of this body immediately 
after their election. 

Sec. 3. Questions may be decided by division 
or a show of hands, but if a call of the roll is 
demanded by one-tenth of the delegates pres- 
ent, each delegate shall cast one vote for every 
one hundred members, or major fraction 
thereof, he represents, but no City or State 
Federation shall Be allowed more than one 
vote. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall prepare tor use 
of the convention printed poll lists, contain- 
ing the number of votes the delegates from 
National and International Unions are enli- 
tled to,, based upon the average membership 
during the year, from reports made to the 
office of the Federation not later than Septem- 
ber 30, preceding the Annual Convention. 

Skc. o. No organization wnich has seceded, 
or has been suspended, or expelled, from any 
National or International organization con- 
nected with the Federation, shall be allowed 
representation or recognition in this Federa- 
tion, or in any central body or National or In- 
ternational Union connected with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, under penalty of the 
suspension of the body violating this section. 

Sec. 6. No organization shall be entitled to 
representation unless such organization has 
applied for and obtained a certificate of affilia- 
tion at least one month prior to the conven- 
tion, and no person shall be recognized as a 
delegate who is not a member in good stand- 
ing of the organization he is elected to repre- 
sent. 

Article V.— Officers. 

Section 1. The officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, eight Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to be 
elected by the convention on the last day of 
the session, and these officers shall be the 
Executive Council. 



Sec. 2. The President and Secretary-shall be 
members of the succeeding convention in case-^ 
they are not delegates, but without vote. 

Sec. 8. All elective officers shall be members 
of a local organization connected with-the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 4. The terms of the officers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor shall expire on the 
first day of January succeeding the conven- 
tion. 

Sec. 5. The President and Secretary shall en- 
gage suitable offices in the same building at 
Washington, D. C, for the transaction of the 
business of the organization. 

Sec. 6. All books and financial accounts 
shall, at all times, be open to the inspection of 
the President and Executive Council. 

Article VI.— Duties of President. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to pfeside at the Annual Convention; 
to exercise supervision of the Federation 
throughout its jurisdiction; to sign all offi- 
cial documents, and to travel, with the con- 
sent of the Executive Council, whenever re- 
quired, in the interest of the Federation. 

Sec. 2. The President shall submit to the 
Secretary, at the end of each month, an item- 
ized account of all moneys, traveling and in- 
cidental, expended by him in the interest of 
the Federation, and shall report his acts and 
doings to the Annual Convention of the Fed- 
eration. 

Sec. 3. The President, if not a delegate, shall 
have the casting vote in case of a tie, but shall 
not vote at other times. He shall be required 
to devote all his time to the interests of the 
Federation. 

Sec. 4. The President shall call meetings of 
the Executive Council, when necessary, and 
shall preside over their deliberations, and shall 
receive for his services su ch su ra as the Annual 
Convention may determine, payable weekly. 

Sec. 5. In case of a vacancy in the office of 
President by death, resignation, or other 
cause, the Secretary shall perform the duties 
of the President until his successor is elected. 
In that event it shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary to issue, within six days from the date of 
vacancy, a call for a meeting of the Executive 
Council at headquarters for the purpose of 
electing a President to fill said vacancy. 

Article VII.— Duties of Secretary. 

Section 1. The duties of the Secretary shall 
be to take charge of all books, papers, and 
effects of the general office : to conduct the 
correspondence pertaining to his office ; to fur- 
nish the elective officers with the necessary 
stationery ; to convene and act as Secretary 
at the Annual Convention, and to furnish to 
the Committee on Credentials at the conven- 
tion a statement of the financial standing of 
each affiliated body : to forward, on March 1st 
and September 1st of each year, to the secre-* 
tariesof all affiliated organizations a list of the 
names and addresses of secretaries and organ- 
izers. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall keep all letters, 
documents, accounts etc., in such manner as 
the Annual Convention may direct; he shall 
receive and collect all moneys due to the Fed- 
eration, and pay them to the Treasurer, taking 
his receipt therefor; provided, that he may 
retain in his hands a sum not exceeding $2,000 
for current expenses, which money shall be 
paid out only on the approval of the President. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary shall submit to the 
Auditing Committee, for their inspection, 
vouchers for all moneys expended; close all 
accounts of the Federation on SeptemberSO of 
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each year, and all moneys received or dis- 
bursed after such date shall not be reported In 
the general balance account of the ensuing 
convention. He shall publish a financial re- 
port monthly in the "American Federationist" 
' and send one copy to each affiliated body, and 
such additional number of copies as may be 
ordered and paid for by any organization con- 
nected with the Federation. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall give a bond of 
$2,000 for the faithful performance of his duties, 
and for hjfe services he shall receive such sum 
as the Annual Convention may determine, 
payable weekly. 

Sbc. 5. The Secretary shall issue stamps to 
Local and Federal Labor Unions, which shall 
be used by such unions with which to reotipt 
for members' dues. 

Article VIII.— Duties of Treasurer. 

Section k The Treasurer shall receive and 
take chargeofall moneys, property, and Secur- 
ity of the Federation delivered to him by the 
Secretary. He shall deposit all moneys belong- 
ing to the Federation in bank or banks in the 
name of the American Federation of Labor as 
Treasurer, and before any moneys thus de- 
\p os I ted can be drawn, each check shall be 
signed by him as Treasurer. 

Sec. 2. The Treasurer shall pay, through the 
Secretary, all warrants regularly drawn on 
him, signed by the President and counter- 
signed by the Secretary, as required by this 
Constitution, and none others. 

Sec. 3. The Treasurer shall submit to the 
Annual Convention a complete statement of 
all receipts and disbursements during his 
term of office, and at the expiration of his 
term of office he shall deliver up to his suc- 
cessor all moneys, securities, books, and 
papers of the Federation under his control, 
and for the faithful performance of his duties 
he shall give a bond in such sum as the Execu- 
tive Council may determine. Tbe annual 
salary pf the Treasurer shall be $200. 

Article IX.— Executive Council. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Execu- 
tive Council to watch legislative measures 
directly affecting the interests of working 
people, and to initiate, whenever necessary} 
such legislative action as the convention may 
direct. 

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall use 
every possible means to organize new National 
or International Trade or Labor Unions and 
to organize Local Trade and Labor Unions, 
and connect them with the Federation until 
such time as there is a sufficient number to 
form a National or International Union, when 
it shall be the duty of the President of the 
Federation to see that such organization is 
formed. 

Sec. 3. When a National or International 
IJnion has been formed the President shall 
notify all Local Unions of that trade to affiliate 
with such National or International Union, 
and unless said notification be complied with 
within three months, their charters shall be 
revoked. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council shall also pre- 
pare and present to the convention, in printed 
form, a concise statement of tbe details lead- 
ing up to approved and pending boycotts (and 
all matters of interest to the convention), and 
no indorsement for a boycott shall be consid- 
ered by the convention except it has been so 
reported by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 5. While we~ recognize the right of each 
trade to manage its own affairs, it shall be the 
duty of the Executive Council to secure the 



unification of all labor organizations, so far as 
to assist* each other in any trade dispute. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the revenue of the Federa- 
tion shall warrant such action, the Executive 
Council shall authorize the sending out of 
Trade Union speakers from place to place in 
the interests of the .Federation. 

Sec. 7. The remuneration for loss of time by 
members of the Executive Council or speakers 
engaged by them shall be $4 per day and trav- 
eling and hotel expenses. 

Sec. 8. The Executive Council shall have 
power to make rules to govern matters not 
in conflict with this Constitution, or the con- 
stitution of affiliated unions, and staaU report 
accordingly to the Federation. 

Sec. 9. In the event of a vacancy of any 
member of the Executive Council, other than 
that of the President, by reason of death, resig- 
nation, or other cause, the President shall 
make such vacancy known to the Executive 
Council, and shall call fcr nominations. The 
names of all nominees shall be submitted to 
the Executive Council, and it shall require a 
majority vote of the Executive Council to 
elect. Upon each unsuccessful balloting the 
name of the candidate receiving the lowest 
number of votes shall be dropped. 

Sec. 10. All Local Trade Unions and Federal 
Labor Unions holding charters direct from the 
American Federation of Labor desiring the as- 
sistance of the American Federation of Labor 
in trade disputes, shall submit to the President 
of the American Federation of Labor for ap- 
proval by the Executive Council a full state- 
ment of the grievance before a strike occurs. 
Unions violating this section shall forfeit all 
claims upon the American Federation of 
Labor or affiliated organizations for support. 

Sec. 11. No charter shall be granted by the 
American Federation of Labor to any Na- 
tional, International, Trade, or Federal Labor 
Union without a positive and clear definition 
of the trade jurisdiction claimed by the ap- 
plicant, and the charter shall not be granted 
if the jurisdiction claimed is a trespass on the 
Jurisdiction of existing affiliated unions, with- 
out the written consent of such unions. 

Article X.— Assessment. 

Section 1. The Executive Council shall have 

Sower to declare a levy of one cent per mem- 
er per week on all affiliated unions for a 
period not exceeding ten weeks in any one 
year, to assist in the support of an affiliated 
organization engaged in a protracted strike 
or lockout. 

Sec. 2. Any Union, International, National, 
or Local, failing to pay within 60 days the 
levies declared in accordance with section 1, 
shall be deprived of representation in conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor and 
in city central bodies affiliated with the 
American Frderation of Labor. 

Article XI.— Revenue. 

Section 1. The revenue of the Federation 
shall be derived from a per capita tax to be 
paid upon the full paid-up membership of all 
affiliated bodies.as follows: From International 
or National Trade Unions, a per capita tax of 
one half of one cent per member per month; 
from Local Trade Unions and Federal Unions, 
ten cents per member per month, five cents of 
which must be set aside to be used only in case 
of strike or lockout; Local Unions the major- 
ity of whose members are less than eighteen 
(18) years of age, two cents per member per 
month; from Central and State bodies, $10 per 
year, payable quarterly. 
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-Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled to a ' 
seat In the Annual Convention unless the tax 
of their organization, as provided for in sec- 
tion 1 of this article, has been paid in full to 
September 30, preceding the convention. 

Sec. 3. Any organization affiliated with this 
Federation not paying its per capita tax on or 
before the 15th of each month, shall be not ifled 
of the fact by the Secretary of the Federation, 
and if at the end of three months it is still in 
arrears, itshall become suspended from mem- 
bership in the Federation, and can be rein- 
stated only by a vote of the convention when 
such arrearages are paid in full, as provided in 
section 2 of this article. 

Article XII.— Local Central Bodies. 

Section 1. No Central Labor Union, or any 
other central body of delegates, shall admit to 
or retain in their councils, delegates from 
any local organization that owes its alle- 
giance to any other body. National or Inter- 
national, hostile to any affiliated organization, 
or that has been suspended or expelled by, 
or not connected witn, a National or Inter- 
national organization of their trade herein 
affiliated, under penalty of having their char- 
ter revoked for violation of their charter, sub- 
ject to appeal to the next convention. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of all National 
and International Unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to instruct 
their Local Unions to join chartered Central 
Labor bodies and State Federations in their 
vicinity where such exist. Similar instructions 
shall be given by the American Federation of 
Labor to all Trade and Federal Labor Unions' 
under its jurisdiction. 

Sec. 3. Where there are one or more Local 
Unions in any city belonging to any National 
or International Union affiliated with this 
Federation, they may organize a Trades As- 
sembly or Central Labor Union, or join such 
body, if already in existence. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council and Local 
Central Labor Unions shall use all possible 
means to organize and connect as Local 
Unions to National or International Unions 
the organizations in their vicinity; to aid the 
formation of National or International Unions 
where none exist, and to organize Federal 
Labor Unions where the number of craftsmen 
precludes any other form of organization. 

Sec. 5. No Central Labor Union, or other 
central body of delegates, shall have the au- 
thority or power to order any organization, 
affiliated with such Central Labor Union, or 
other central labor body, on a strike, where 
such organization has a National or Inter- 
national organization, until the proper au- 
thorities of such National or International 
organization have been consulted and agreed 
to such action. 

Sec. 6. Separate charters may be issued to 
Central Labor Unions, Local Unions, or Fed- 
eral Labor Unions, composed exclusively of 
colored members, where, in the judgment of 
the Executive Council, it appears advisable 
and to the best interests of the trade union 
movement to do so. 

Sec. 7. No Central Labor Union, or other 
central body of delegates, shall have authority 
or power to originate a boycott, nor shall such 
bodies indorse and order the placing of the 
name of any person, firm or corporation on 
an unfair list until the Local Union desiring 
the same has, before declaring the boycott, 
submitted the matter in dispute to the central 
body for investigation, and the best endeavors 
on its part to effect an amicable settlement. 
Violation of this section shall forfeit charter. 



' 1 Sec. 8. No Central Body affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor shall reject 
credentials presented by a duly elected or ap- 
pointed delegation of a Local Union, chartered 
by a National or International Union having 
affiliation with the American Federation of 
Labor, unless upon charges duly proved 
against such delegation, or Local Union. 
Action of the central body, under this section, 
shall be subject to appeal to the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of Labor; 
and no delegation representing Local Unions 
affiliated, as herein described, shall be sus- 
pended or expelled until like action is taken, 

Article XIII.— Defense Fund for Local 
Trade and Federal Labor Unions. 

Section 1. That the moneys of the defense 
fund shall be drawn only for the following 
purposes: For the sustaining of legal strikes „ 
or lockouts of Local Trade and FederarLabor 
Unions. 

Sec. 2. In the event of a disagreement be- 
tween a local union and an employer which, 
in the opinion of the local union, may result 
in a strike, such union shall notify the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor, 
who shall investigate, or cause an investiga- 
tion to be made, of the disagreement and en- 
deavor to adjust the difficulty. If his efforts 
should prove futile, he shall take such steps as 
he may deem necessary in notifying the Ex- 
ecutive Council, and if the majority of said 
council shall decide that a strike is necessary, 
such union shall be authorized to order a 
strike, but that it be imperatively ordered that 
no strike or lockout shall be deemed legal, or 
moneys expended from the defense fund on 
that account, unless the strike or lockout 
shall have been recognized by the President 
and approved by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 3. When a strike hss been authorized 
by the President and approved by the Execu- 
tive Council, the president of the local union 
interested shall, within twenty-four hours, 
call a meeting of said union, "of which every 
member shall be regularly notified," to take 
action thereon, and no member shall vote on 
such question unless he is in good standing. 
Should three-fourths of the members present 
decide, by secret ballot, on a strike, the presi- 
dent of the local union shall immediately 
notify the President of the American Federa-' 
tion of Labor, and give the number of men 
involved, union and non-union. — 

Sec. 4. No local shall be entitled to benefit 
from the defense fund unless it has been in 
continuous good standing for one year; and 
no member shall be entitled to benefit from 
said defense fund unless he has been a mem- 
ber in good standing in the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for at least one year. 

Sec. 5. When a strike has been inaugurated 
under the provisions of sections 2 and 3, the 
American Federation of Labor shall pay to 
the bonded officer of the union involved, or 
his order, for a period of six weeks, an 
amount equal to four ($4) dollars per week for 
each member. Each local union shall require 
their treasurer to give proper bond for the safe- 
keeping and disbursement of all funds of \he 
local. No benefit shall be paid for the first two 
weeks of the strike. The Executive Council 
shall have the power to authorize the payment 
of strike benefits for an additional period. 

Sec. 6. No member of a local union on strike 
shall be entitled to weekly benefits unless he 
reports daily to the proper officers of the local 
union while the strike continues, and no mem- 
ber who shall receive a week's work, three 
days to be a week, shall receive benefits, and. 
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further, any member refusing work while on 
strike shali not be entitled to any ben fit. 

Sec. 7. Any union inaugurating a strike 
without the approval of the Executive Council 
shall not receive benefits on account of said 

sec." 8. In case of lockout the Executive 
Council shall have power to pay benefits if. 
upon investigation, it is found that the local 
union, whose members are involved, did not 
by their action or demands provoke the lock- 
out by theiremployer. 

Sec. 9. During the continuance of a strike, 
the Executive board of the local union shall 
make weekly reports to the Secretary of tbe 
American Federation of .Labor, showing the 
amount of money distributed for benefits and 
to whom paid, and all other facts that may be 
required. 

Sec. 10. Before a strike shall be declared off, 
a special meeting of the union shall be called 
for that purpose, and it shall require a major- 
ity vote of all members present to decide the 
question either way. 

Sec. 11. In the event of the defense fund be- 
coming dangerously low through protracted 
strike or lockout, the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor shall 
have the power to levy an assessment of ten 
cents on each member of local trade and fed- 
eral labor unions, assessments to be restricted 
to not more than five per year; and further, 
that there shall always be a surplus of five 
thousand ($5,000) dollars in the defense fund. 

Sec. 12, That no local shall be entitled to any 
of the benefits of the defense fund unless it re- 
quires its members to pay not less than fifty 
(80) cents per month. 

, Sec. 13. That the local trade and federal labor 
anions set aside for the maintenace of a local 
defense fund not less than five .cents a month 
from each member. 

article XIV.— Miscellaneous. 

Section 1. Certificates of affiliation > hall be 
granted by the President of the Federation, by 
and with the consent of the Executive Coun- 
cil, to all National and International Unions 



and Local bodies affiliated with this Federa- 
tion. , 

Sec. 2. Seven wage-workers of good charac- 
ter, following any trade or calling, who are 
favorable to Trade Unions, whose trade or 
calling is not organized, and are not members 
ofawy body affiliated with tbis Federation, 
who will subscribe to this Constitution, shall 
have the power to form a local body to be 
known as a "Federal Labor Union, »» and they 
shall hold regular meetings for tbe purpose of 
strengthening and advancing the Trade Union 
movement, and shall have power to make 
their own rules in conformity with this Con- 
stitution, and shall be granted a local certifi- 
cate by the President of this Federation ; pro- 
vided, tbe request for a certificate be indorsed 
by the nearest Local or National Trade Union 
officials connected with this Federation 

Sec. 3. The certificate fee for aflaiiated bodies 
shall be five ($o) dollars, payable to the Secre- 
tary of the Federation, and tbe fee shall accom- 
pany the application. 

Sec. 4. The American Federation of Labor 
shall refer all applications for certificates of 
affiliation from Local Unions or Federal Labor 
Unions from a vicinity where a chartered 
Central Labor Union exists to tbat body for 
investigation and approval. 

Sec. 5. Certificates of affiliation shall not be 
granted by State Federations of Labor. Tbat 
power is vested solely in the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor and 
the executive officers of National and Inter- 
national Unions affiliated therewith. 

Sec. 6, Not more than three Federal Labor 
Unions shall be chartered in any one city. No 
FederalLabor Union shall be recognized as 
affiliated if its membership consists of a ma- 
jority of active members of Trade Unions. 

Sec. 7. Fraternal delegates attending the 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be entitled to all the rights of dele- 
gates from central bodies. 

Article XV.— Amendments. 

This Constitution can be amended or altered 

only at a regular session of the convention 

and to do so it shall require a two-thirds vote 
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FIRST DAY— Morning Session. 



Pursuant to the regular meeting of the 
twenty-third annual convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, President 
Gompers called the Convention to order at 
ten o'clock A. M., and introduced Mr. D. 
D. Driseoll, President of the Boston Cen- 
tral Labor Union, who- spoke as follows: 

Mr. President, Delegates and Friends to 
the Twenty -Third Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: The 
honor has been conferred on me as Presi- 
dent of the Boston Central Labor Union, to 
extend to you a greeting in behalf of the 
Union men and women of this city. Fan- 
euil Hall, famed as the "Cradle of Ameri- 
can Liberty," and consecrated to the ex- 
pressions of freedom whenever there is a 
call for sympathy for the down trodden 
and oppressed of any land. Every great 
Question that was of interest to this coun- 
try was brought forward on this platform. 
One of the most important meetings held 
here in recent years was that of October 
25th and 26th, to express sympathy for 
the persecuted and outraged Hebrews in 
Russia, and to call international attention 
to their just claims for justice. 

On this platform, a short time ago, 
President Eliot of Harvard University said, 
*'every strike breaker was a hero." Were 
he here today to see the representatives 
of Union Labor, his remarks would cause 
him to blush for shame. 

The great would-be Union destroyer, Mr. 



Faneuil Hall, Boston, Mass., Nov. 9, 1903. 

Parry, expressed his views in this building 
on Labor Unions a short time ago at the 
Convention of Carriage and Wagon manu- 
facturers; this speaks for the freedom of 
this building. 

It would be neglect on my part if I did 
not refer to some of the historical pictures 
and busts in this Hall. 

First I will call your attention to this 
grand group picture representing an im- 
mortal appeal for freedom. To the right 
of this picture is that of John C. Calhoun, 
Vice-President of the United States in 1830. 
The question under discussion at the time 
was the admission of Missouri and Maine 
into the Union as free states. Senator 
Hayne spoke for the South and consumed 
the time of the Senate for two days. He 
advocated Missouri as a slave state and 
Maine as a free state. Daniel Webster, 
the great orator of freedom answered in a 
speech occupying two days and spoke for 
the admission of both states as free states. 
He spoke as the friend of liberty and jus- 
tice. P.oth states were admitted free. It 
was then he used those memorable words, 
"Liberty and Union now and forever." 

We, the Trade Unionists believe in that 
motto. We believe in Liberty and Trade 
Unions now and forever. 

Over there to my left the great orator of 
humanity, Wendell Phillips, the great 
friend of man, nnd also the handsome pic- 
ture of the Father of his Country, George 
Washington. There is the bust of Dan- 
iel Webster, our noble Roman: John Adams, 
our second President of the United States; 
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John Quincy Adams, our fifth President. 
There the picture of Peter Faneuil, noble, 
generous and kind, who gave this building 
to the citizens of Boston. Alongside the 
clock you find tbit Coat of Arms of Massa- 
chusetts. Passing out of the hull on the 
right you find the picture of President 
Abraham Lincoln, General Warren who fell 
at It linker Hill, and Henry Wilson, who 
was Congressman and Senator from Massa- 
chusetts and Vice-President under General 
Giant. On the left in the upper corner 
Rufus Choate, one of our noblest law ex- 
pounders; Robert Treat P^Iuc, one of The 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, 
and John Hancock, whose signature is so 
well known to all. 

Within a radius of 500 feet of this hall, 
a successful "boycott" was carried on with- 
out the Interference of judges or injunc- 
tions when the tea that could not be sold 
at high prices in England was sent here 
for sale at large profits. The people ob- 
jected and in masses arose and cast the 
tea into the sea. 

Fortunate we are that in our many strikes 
and lockouts the militia has not been called 
out. When we read that In many states 
the mil tia unnecessarily had been put un- 
der arms as well as the regular army, we 
felt that it was an injustice to the wage 
earners. It recalls that scene of years ago. 
w»jen a low started in State Street in front 
of the Old State House, which was built 
in 1711 and still stands. It was between 
the English soldiers and the citizens of 
this town, these townsmen were killed: — 
Crlspus Attucks, Samuel Maverick, James 
Caldwell, Samuel Gray and Patrick Carr. 
That seemingly small quarrel March 5th, 
WiO, was the beginning- of the American 
RevolutionN March 171 h, 1776, the British 
evacuated Boston, hence the origin of Evac- 
uation Day 

Defeated at Bunker Hill we still hold the 
hill and monument on Jt. 

We have in this state a Board of Arbi- 
tration under the laws of the state for 
seventeen and one half years. Up to date 
this year we have had seventy cases re- 
ferred to them for arbitration by mutual 
agreement between employer and employee. 
We are always ready to abide by their de- 
cision. We believe in conciliation and ar- 
bitration. 

In referring to these many historical 
events In connection with this hall let me 
/ call the attention of the delegates to the 
banners hanging from the gallery, and they 
add the best of history to the Cradle of 
Liberty. If they were to stay there our 
ancestors would point with pride to all its 
visitors and say what great good has been 
accomplished through the Trade Unions. 
They represent and stand for liberty and 
union with equality to all — for the short 
hour day — free books in our schools — edu- 
cation of the child and not a slave in their 
youth in the factory. 

If Daniel Webster could stand on this 
platform today he would say that many of 
the employers of labor, such for Instance 
as the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
take away our rights when locking out the 
boys because they joined in a union. 

We all stand for those great words, "Lib- 
erty and Union now and forever," and we 
w?mt liberty and trade union now and 
forever. 

We have many good state laws, but want 



better and what we have we want enforced; 
through the labor movement of this city 
and state we mean to have the child 
labor law and sanitary conditions lived 
up to. 

Today we welcome the Trade Unionists to 
the Cradle of Liberty which is yours while 
your Convention lasts, and may this meet- 
ing here start a fast clip and break the 
records fo/ years to come as the great 
trotter started breaking records in our 
state. We have our Municipal Department 
under Union conditions— eight hours a 
day— one half holiday Saturday all the 
year. 

The trade union movement in Boston 
stands for trade labels — first, last and al- 
ways. 

This building is the nearest we cap 
come to a Union building, as all the work 
done here for many years has been done by 
Union men. 

Mr. President and Delegates, we extend 
to you and your friends a hearty welcome 
and with pleasure I present to you this 
block and gavel with their trade label that 
stands for lustice to all. 

President Gompers responding said: 

"Mr. President of the Boston Central 
Labor Union, permit me, on behalf of the 
representatives of organized labor of the 
American continent to express to you, and 
through you, to our fellow trade unionists 
and friends of Boston, our hearty .appre- 
ciation of your cordial words of welcome, 
and your encouraging expressions of hope 
in recounting the work and achievements 
of the labor movement of this city in the 
past. Coming here in convention to the 
City of Boston we know that we come 
among a people who are as thoroughly im- 
pressed, as thoroughly and perhaps more 
so, than the people of any other metropolis 
in the whole world, with the conception of 
human rights and human liberty. The 
pages of the history of your city are re- 
plete with the records of valor, of 
heroism, of eloquence and sacrifices 
for human rights, for human justice, 
and for human liberty, and resplen- 
dent with the names of valiant men 
and noble women, yet the unwritten record, 
that which may never be written, is per- 
haps the most valued treasure because It 
contains the thought, the spirit, the hope 
and the aspirations of those who are 
struggling in our day for the attainment of 
a higher degree of liberty, of right and of 
justice than could have been conceived, 
much less declared, a century ago. 

Duly impressed with the great galaxy 
of names to which you have given 
utterance, the notes of praise to which 
they and their work are entitled, 

glaring a laurel wreath of victory and 
onor upon their graves, and revering 
their memories, may it not be appropriate 
to recall the fact that neither in Faneuil 
Hall nor in any other hall of which I know 
in Boston, is there either a bust or a paint- 
ing of Ira Stewart, the greatest champion 
of labor and labor's rights that this world 
has ever known. Ira Stewart and his co- 
laborers were of that small number of 
men, the old eight-hour league of Boston, 
that gave to the world the new philosophy of 
the short hour work day and the labor move- 
ment. George E. McNeil, not dead, thank 
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God, but with us and in the full prime and 
grand manhood of his life, is exemplifying 
and typifying with his personality and in 
his character and make-up the highest 
hope for which the labor move^Jfent stands. 
Within the past few years we nave lost a 
number of men: Mr. W. H. Sylvafr, one of 
the .pioneers in the movement; Ed. O'Don- 
nell, John F. O'Sullivan, and only a few 
days ago Frank Pickett; and on the 

fLine day, a former treasurer of the 
merican Federation of Labor,— a staunch 
trade unionist in labor matters, and a 
grand fighter in the Civil War for the 
abolition of slavery and the maintenance of 
the Union— William H. Marden. 

So it Is a new battle which we are fight- 
ing; it has taken on a new impetus and a 
new spirit. The fight our great forefathers 
made for independence and for liberty, for , 
the abolition of slavery, chattel slavery, 
for the maintenance of the Union of our 
country, all great battles in themselves, 
and where they laid down their work, the 
trade unionists have taken it up. And as 
t they consecrated their rights for the at- 
tainment of the high hopes and aspirations 
for which they struggled, so the thought- 
ful, faithful, sincere trade-unionists start 
there. Bat ours is also an eligible, legiti- 
mate movement of the people, who are de- 
prived of right and justice, and we are 
organized and are organizing still more 
strongly day after day. We will face the 
work with clear vision, standing shoulder 
to shoulder with our fellow workers here; 
and extending our fraternal hands to our 
brothers across the sea and across the land, 
moving pn, on and on, careful as we make 
the impression of our step upon the path 
of time, but once that step is taken never 
• receding except to make that step and 
that advance still more emphatic— slow, , 
perhaps too slow for some impatient soul, 
but the fastest progress possible by the 
human family. We shall still continue 
helping to uplift our fellow workers, even 
those who turn their backs upon us— they 
cannot separate themselves from us, with 
our consent. We shall make every efTort 
to go forth in the highways and byways, 
into the factory, shop, mill and mine, and 
plead the cause of labor, of human 1us- 
tice. We shall carry to our fellow-workers 
words of hope and try to impress upon 
their minds the duty they owe to them- 
selves, to their families, to their fellowmen 
of today, and the duty we all owe to those 
who come after us. 

I cannot take up any more of the time; 
I have already spoken longer than I had 
intended. I can only again thank you, Mr. 
President of the Boston Central Labor 
Union, for the courtesies and welcome we 
have already received at your hands, and 
which still further await us at the hands of 
organized labor and the good people of Bos- 
ton. I want you, if you can, to convey 
to all our hearty acknowledgment of all 
that has been done or may be done for 
us while we are here. We, in turn, can 
best manifest our appreciation by showing 
to the world our progress, and to our 
critics and opponents, that we deserve 
the good will of our fellow workers 
and our fellow citizens: that we are 
entitled to their confidence, and that we 
are logicallv and natnraliv working out the 



greatest problem that has ever been pre- 
sented for solution to the human family. 

I beg also to thank you and the Central 
Labor Union for the very beautiful gavel 
and pedestal. I trust I may not have too 
frequent occasion to employ this emblem 
of authority. I shall certainly regard it 
as one of the valued souvenirs in a collec- 
tion of gavels that I have had presented 
to me at the several conventions of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

To you, fellow delegates, I beg to extend 
a\ very cordial and hearty welcome to this 
23Td annual convention. Let us apply our- 
selves to the work in hand, with all the 
ability that we may have, with all the 
generosity that we can command, and bring 
to play that sympathetic co-operation for 
the attainment of the highest results in the 
Interest of all our fellow workmen. To our 
friends, I will say that they are entirely 
welcome, and this includes those who are 
sincerely our friends, and those to whom 
that word is simply used as a formality. 

Friends and opponents and critics, you 
are all entirely welcome. We only ask our 
friends to spread the thoughts and acts of 
sympathy among all others. For the 
thought— the thought is like a wave— and 
carries Its influence whether we know it 
or not. To those who are Indifferent, we 
ask special attention to the work In detail 
that we may do. And to our opponents, 
we ask you only this: For the time being, 
that you may be with us, try to free your 
minds from preconceived malice and 
prejudice, and judge as you would want 
to be judged, just simply upon our merits 
and demerits. I have no more to say. 

Delegate Owen Miller; for the Committee 
on Credentials, made the following report: 

To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-third Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: 
Gentlemen: Your Committee on Creden- 
tials respectfully presents the following: 
We have examined the Credentials submit- 
ted and find delegates representing 101 Na- 
tional and International, 20 State Branches, 
123 Central Bodies, 110 Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions, and 4 Fraternal 
Delegates as follows, and recommend that 
they be seated: 

Actors' National Protective Union of 
America, James L. Barry, 11 votes. 
^International Association of Allied Metal 
Mechanics, John Mulholland. John E. 
Devlin, Edward Utting, 113 votes. 

Journeymen Barbers' International Union, 
W. E. Klapctzky, Frank X. Noschang, R. 
O. Deason, 208 votes. 

Bill. Posters' and Billers' International 
Alliance of America, P. F. Murphy, 10 
votes. 

International Brotherhood of Blacksmiths, 
John Slocum, Robert B. Kerr, P. H. Cum- 
mins. 80 votes. 

National Association of Blast Furnace 
Workers and Smelters, James McMahon, 
15 votes. 

Brotherhood of Boilermakers and Tr-n 
Shipbuilders, William J. Gilthorpe. Jo^n 
McNeil. Thomas H. Flynn, Ed. Fox, 178 
votes. 
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International Brotherhood of Book- 
binders, William J. Looney, James W. 
Dougherty, Robert D. Barrett, 81 votes. 

Boot and Shoe Workers' Union, John F. 
Tobin, Collis Lovely, Gad Martindale, 
James F. Carey, 297 votes. 

International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen, Louis Kemper, Otto Gaestel, 
Fred Zepp, Ed. F. Ward, 300 votes. 

Brick, Tile and Terra* Cotta Workers' Al- 
liance, Charles Hank, Frank Butterworth, 
55 votes. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, 
Frank Buchanan, Charles W. Winslow, 
Thomas McGovern, David Jennings, 160 
votes. 

United Brotherhood of .Carpenters and 
Joiners, Frank Duffy, P. F. Duffy, Fred. 
C. Wheeler, J. W. Slayton, George J. Boh- 
nen, James F. Grimes, 1,090 votes. 

Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
. Joiners, Wiliiam Fyfe t John Jackson, 45 
votes. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers* Interna- 
tional Union, William McPherson, 49 votes. 

International Wood Carvers' Association, 
of North America, John S. Henry, 24 votes. 

International Association of Car Workers, 
A. T. Fish, 128 votes. 

American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers, F. C. Gengenback, O. A. Tveitmoe, 55 
votes. 

Cigarmakers' International Union of 
America, Samuel Gompers, Thomas F. 
Tracy, J. M. Barnes, James Wood, 383 
votes. 

Retail Clerks* International Protective 
Association, J. R. O'Brien, Max Morris, 
Herman Robinson, J. H. Devine, A. B. Lo- 
benburg, 500 votes. 

United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of 
North America, Maurice Mikol, 25 votes. 

Coopers' International Union, James A. 
Cable, Andrew C. Hughes, 72 votes. 

International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers of America, H. W. Sherman, 
Charles Nelson, Frank Estinghausen, 
George Burns, 183 votes. 

International Union of Elevator Con- 
structors, Frank Feeney, 21 votes. 

National Brotherhood of Coal Hoisting 
Engineers, Mack Taylor, 9 votes. 

International Union of Steam Engineers, 
John J. Glass, George V. Lighthall, Joseph 
F. Hammil, 142 votes. 

International Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen, Timothy Healy, C. L. Shamp, 
John Kirley, 143 votes. 

International Union of Flour and Cereal 
Mill Employes, James E. Larkin, 21 votes. 

Interior Freight Handlers and Ware- 
housemen, Lawrence J. Curran, 48 votes. 

United Garment Workers of America, 
Henry White, Ephralm Kaufman, Victor 
Altman, Walter Chuck, T. A. Rickert, 457 
votes. „, , 

International Ladies' Garment Workers 
Union, Herman Crossman, 30 votes. 

Glass Bottle Blowers' Association of the 
United States and Canada, D. A. Hayes, 
Edgar A. Agard, 61 votes. 

International Association of Glass House 
Employes, James H. Cunliffe, 6 votes. 

Amalgamated Glass Workers' Interna- 
tional Association, John J. Morris, 20 
votes. 

Glass Snappers' National Protective As- 
sociation of America, James Towey, 9 
votes. 



• Gold Beaters' National Protective Union 
of America, Jeremiah Cotter, 3 votes. 

Granite Cutters' National Union, James 
Duncan, Thomas J. Lyons, William 
J. O'Brien^M votes. 

United Hatters of North America, John 
A. Moffitt, John Phillips, James P. Maher, 
85 votes. 

International Hod Carrirers' and Building 
Laborers' Union of America, Herman 
Lilien, John W. Smith, Peter Larsen, 83 
votes. 

International Journeymen Horseshoers 
of the United States and Canada, James 
Quinllvan, P. L. Lally, 44 votes. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes' and Bar- 
tenders' International, Robert A. Callahan, 
M. P. Scott, Fred B. Hobby, John B. Gun- 
ter, E. C. O'Connor, 391 votes. 

Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel 
and Tin Workers, Theodore J. Snaffer, Jo- 
seph W. Rutledge, John H. Richards, 150 
votes. 

International Union of Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers, Charles E. Langlands, Jonn 
H. Stephens, 44 votes. 

International Union of Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers, W. O. Powell, Harry 
Buckley, 80 votes. 

United Brotherhood of Leather Workers 
on Horse Goods, Jacob G. Huber, 48 votes. 

Amalgamated Union of Leather Workers, 
John Roach, 36 votes. 

International Longshoremen's Associa- 
tion, Daniel J. Keefe, Henry C. Barter, T. 
V. O'Connor, 400 votes. 

International Association of Machinists, 
James O'Connell, James J. Creamer, George 
H. Warner, Arthur E. Ireland, John Haui- 
merstrom, 488 votes. 

National Association of Machine Printers 
and Color Mixers, W. N. Drinkwater, 4 
votes. 

International Brotherhood of Mainte- 
nance of Way Employes, John T. Wilson, 
C. Boyle, A. B. Lowe, 87 votes. 

International Association of Marble 
Workers, Willilam J. Kelly, 12 votes. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America, M. Donnelly, Homer D. 
Call, C. E. Schmidt, H. L. Eichelberger, 
253 votes. 

Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers, E. J. Lynch, P. B. Down- 
ing, Nicholas Duttle, 128 votes. 

International Association of Amalga- 
mated Sheet Metal Workers, P. J. Downey, 
C. D. Wheeler, Harry C. Kurten, 126 votes. 

United Metal Workers' International 
Union, C. O. Sherman, L. Kness,.87 votes. 

Mine Managers' and Assistants' Mutual 
Aid Association, William Scaife, 4 votes. 

United Mine Workers of America, John 
Mitchell, W. B. Wilson, John Fahy, John 
T. Dempsey, W. H. Haskins, W. D. Ryan, 
T. L. Lewis, 2,173 votes. 

United Mineral Mine Workers of North 
America, Matt Wasley, 7 votes. 

Iron Molders' Union of North America, 
Joseph F. Valentine, John P. Frey, John 
Bradley, M. F. Murphy, 300 votes. 

American Federation of Musicians, D. A. 
Carey, Joseph N. Weber, Owen Miller, 140 
votes. 

International Brotherhood of Oil and Gas 
Well Workers, C. G. Fitzglbben, 4 votes. 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America, J. C. Balhorn. 
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M. P. Carrick, Fred J. Kneeland, M. Gil- 
bertson, E. E. Hancock, 536 votes. 

United Brotherhood of Papermakers of 
America, George Mackey, James F. Fitz- 
gerald, Peter Winn, 107 votes. 

Patternmakers' League of North Amer- 
ica, James Wilson, 29 votes. 

International Piano and Organ Workers* 
Union of America, Charles Dold, Frank H. 
Murray, 65 votes. 

Plate Printers' Union of North America, 
Theo. A. Rooney, 9 votes. 

United Plumbers, Gasfitters, Steamfltters, 
etc., William J. Spencer, John S. Kelley, 
Russel R. Hunt, 152 votes. 

National Brotherhood of Operative Pot- 
ters, Frank Van Fossan, Harry Hailes, 61 
votes. 

Machine Textile Printers' Association of 
America, John A. Scott, 4 votes. 

International Printing Pressmen's Union, 
M. P. Higgins, J. Frank O'Hare, Daniel J. 
McDonald, 144 votes. 

National Print Cutters' Association of 
America, Ernest J. Dix, 3 votes. 

International Association of Railway 
Clerks, Dan W. Richmond, 13 votes. \ 

Amalgamated Association of Street and 
Electric Railway Employes, W. D. Mahon, 
C. O. Pratt, D. L. Dilworth, 256 votes. 

Order of Railroad Telegraphers, L. W. 
Quick, L. A. Tanquary, D. G. Ramsay, 95 
votes. 

Amalgamated Rubber Workers' Union of 
America, Thomas J. Edwards, 10 votes. 

International Seamen's Union of America, 
William Penje, William H. Frazier, An- 
drew Furuseth, 139 votes. 

Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers of 
America, John Keyes, 26 votes. 

International Slate and Tile Roofers' 
Union of America, William C. Cornish, 8 
votes. 

Cotton Mule Spinners' Association, Sam- 
uel Ross* 25 votes. 

Theatrical Stage Employes' International 
Alliance, Philip Kelly, Lee M. Hart, 45 
votes. 

International Stereotypers' and Electro- 
typers' Union, George W. Williams, 21 
votes. 

Stove Mounters' International Union, 
George S. Schwab, 16 votes. 

International Union Tackmakers, A. E. 
Lincoln, 1 vote. 

Journeymen Tailers' Union of America, 
John B. Lennon, R. N. Qualey, George 
Sangster, 138 votes. 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
J. B. Barry, Daniel FUrman, Emmet Flood, 
Joseph Cote, F. A. Markey, 320 votes. 

-Textile Workers of America, James Tan- 
sey, Albert Hibbert, Thomas O'Donnell, 150 
votes. 

International Tin Plate Workers' Pro- 
tective Association of America, George 
Powell, 18 votes. 

International Brotherhood of Tip Print- 
ers, C. Harvey Franke, 2 votes. 

International Union Tobacco Workers, 
. Henry Fischer, Anthony McAndrews, 52 
votes. 

International Union of Travelers' Goods 
and leather Novelty Workers, Edward 
Carr, lfe votes. 

International Association of Tube Work- 
ers, John B. McDonough, 15 votes. 

International Typographical Union, James 
M. Lynch, ^William M. Garrett, M. S. 



Hayes, P. G. Nuernberger, Frank Morri- 
son, 435 votes. 

Upholsterers' International Union of 
North America, Anton J. Engel, 25 votes. 

Elastic Goring Weavers' Amalgamated 
Association, Charles Hunter, 1 vote. 

American Wire Weavers' Protective As- 
sociation, John F. Curley, 3 votes. 

Amalgamated Wood Workers' Interna- 
tional Union of North America, Thomas I. 
Kidd, D. D. Mulcahy, Richard Braun- 
schweig, Charles F. Gebelein, 2 13 votes. 

Alabama State Federation of Labor, D. 
W. Williams, 1 vote. 

Connecticut Federation of Labor, J. A. 
Beals, 1 vote. * 

Georgia State Federation of Labor, 
Jerome Jones, 1 vote. 

Illinois State Federation of Labor, 
Thomas L. Hughes, 1 vote. 

Indiana State Federation of Labor, Ed- 
gar A. Perkins, 1 vote. 

Iowa State Federation of Labor, John P. 
White, 1 vote. 

Massachusetts State Branch of the 
American Federation of Labor, Patrick Ma- 
honey, 1 vote. 

Michigan State Federation of Labor, 
Francis Fildew, 1 vote. 

Minnesota State Federation of Labor, M. 
E. Neary, 1 vote. 

New "Hampshire State Federation of 
Labor, Charles J. McLaughlin, 1 vote. 

New Jersey State Federation of Labor, 
Thomas J. McHugh, 1 vote. 

New York State Workmen's Federation 
of Labor, E. W. Leonard, 1 vote. 

Ohio State Federation of Labor, Frank 
Poplowsky, 1 vote. 

Oregon State Federation of Labor, H. C. 
Gurr, 1 vote. 

Pennsylvania State Federation of Labor, 
C. F. Quinn, 1 vote. 

Porto Rico Federation 6f Workingmen, 
Eugenio Sanchez Lopez, 1 vote. 

Rhode Island State Federation of Labor, 
George B. Sullivan, 1 vote. 

Tennessee Federation of Labor, A. E. 
Hill, 1 vote. 

Utah Federation of Labor, Robert E. Cur- 
rie, 1 vote. 

Vermont Branch of American Federation 
of Labor, B. F. Healey, 1 vote. 

Atlanta Federation of Trades, Atlanta, 
Ga., J. W. Bridwell. 1 vote. 

Altoona (Pa.) Central Labor Union, 
Louis Casey, 1 vote. 

Athol (Mass.) Central Labor Union, Pat- 
rick J. Murphy, 1 vote. 

Anniston (Ala.) Trades Council, Lee Fer- 
guson, 1 vote. 

Augusta, Hallowell and Gardner (Me.) 
Central Labor Union, Wilbur P. Cummings, 
1 vote. 

Baltimore (Md.) Federation of Labor, Ed- 
ward Hirsch, 1 vote. 

Batavia (N. Y.) Central Labor Union, 
John Spittal, 1 vote. 

Birmingham (Ala.) Trades Council, H. A. 
Markey, 1 vote. 

Boise (Idaho) Federated Trades and La- 
bor Council, Frank C. Simmons, 1 vote. 

Boston Central Labor Union, Dennis D. 
Driscoll, 1 vote. 

Bradford Trades Assembly (Pa.), George 
E. Thomas, 1 vote. 

Bristol (Conn.) Central Labor Union, 
Michael F. Daly, 1 vote. 
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Brockton (Mass;) Central Labor Union, 
Joseph Kelley, 1 vote. 

Buffalo (N. Y.) United Trades and Labor 
Assembly, John Coleman, 1 vote. 

Chelsea (Mass.) Central Labor Union, 
Dennis J. Scully, 1 vote. 

Chicago Federation of Labor, William G. 
Schardt, 1 vote. 

Chicago Heights (111.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly, M. B. Elmer, 1 vote. 

Cincinnati Central Labor Council, John 
Hasselbeck, 1 vote. 

Connelleville (Pa.) Trades and Labor 
Council, Thos. J. Collins; 1 vote. 

Clinton (Iowa) Tri-city Labor Congress, 
G. C. Campbell, 1 vote. 

Colorado Springs (Colo.) Federated 
Trades Council, Anthony W. Fossberg, 1 
vote. 

Cumberland (Md.) Trades Council, Harry 
Irwin, 1 vote. 

Cuyahoga County (Ohio) Trades and La- 
bor Council, Thomas Moore, 1 vote. 

Danbury (Conn.) Central Labor Union, 
P. D. Scollin, 1 vote. 

Davenport (Iowa) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly, W. H. Hitchcock, 1 vote. 

Dennison (Texas) Labor Trades Council, 
H. C. Fuller, 1 vote. 

Denver (Colo.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly, S. G. Fosdick, 1 vote. 

Detroit (Mich.) Council of Trades and 
Labor Unions, David Jones, 1 vote. 

Durham (N. C.) Central Labor Union, W. 
H. Clay, 1 vote. 

East Liverpool (Ohio) Trades and Labor 
Council, John Reark, 1 vote. 

Elgin (111.) trades Council, Arthur Ken- 
ney, 1 vote. 

Erie (Pa.) Central Labor Union, James 
J. Reid, 1 vote. 

Galesburg (111.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly, Mrs. Nellie D. Parker, 1 vote. 

Geneva (N. YJ Federation of Labor, 
William Graney. 1 vote. 

Glens Falls (N. Y.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly, W. A. Woods, 1 vote. 

Gloucester (Mass.) Central Labor Union, 
John Sinclair, 1 vote. 

Greenfield (Mass.) Central Labor Union,. 
H. E. Flanagan, 1 vote. 

Hamilton (Ohio) Co-operative Trades and 
Labor Council, Owen J. Trownsell, 1 vote. 

Haverhill (Mass.) Central Labor Union, 
Jeremiah Donovan, 1 vote. 

Hudson County (N. J.) Central Labor 
Union, Cornelius Ford, 1 vote. 

Ilion (N. Y.) Trades Assembly, Frank 
Laplant, 1 vote. 

Independence (Kans.) Central Labor 
Union, M. W. Curtis, 1 vote. 

Indianapolis (Ind.) Central Labor Union, 
Thaddeus S. Gurley, 1 vote. 

Jackson (Miss.) Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil, Rufus Keene. 1 vote. 

Janesville (Wis.) Federated Trades Coun- 
cil, T. J. McKeigue, 1 vote. 

Jefferson City (Mo.) Central Labor 
Union. H. F." Sarman, 1 vote. 

Jeffersonville (Ind.) Central Labor Union, 
Oscar H. Duffy, 1 vote. 

Kansas City (Mo.) Industrial Council, 
John T. Smith, 1 vote. 

Keene (N. H.) Central Labor Union, Den- 
nis W. Finn, 1 vote. 

Lawrence (Mass.) Central Labor Union, 
Robert S. Maloney, 1 vote. 

Leavenworth (Kans.) Trades and Labor 
Council, George Brandon, 1 vote. 



Leominster (Mass.) Central Labor Union, 
Edwin R. Stuart, 1 vote. 

Lockport (N. Y.) Central Labor Union, / 
William J. Nugent, 1 vote. 

Los Angeles (Calif.) Council of Labor, f 
Francis Drake, 1 vote. 

Lowell (Mass.) Trades and Labor Coun- i 
cil, John Barrett, 1 vote. 

Lynn (Mass.) Central Labor Union, Ed- 
ward Cohen, 1 vote. 

Manchester (N. H.) Central Labor Union, 
Dennis E. O'Leary, 1 vote. 

Maiden (Mass.) Central Labor Union, 
Patrick J. Powell, 1 vote. 

Marietta (Ohio) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly, Frank Henry, 1 vote. 

Mayaguez (Porto Rico) Central Labor 
Union, Abraham Pena, 1 vote. 

Meadville (Pa.) Central Labor Union, 
John Browning, 1 vote. 

Milwaukee (Wis.) Trades Council, James 
Sheehan, 1 vote. 

Mobile (Ala.) Central Labor Union, Wal- 
ter D. Alllmon, 1 vote. 

Mobile .(Ala.) Central Trades Council, 
Joseph L. Allabough, 1 vote. 
' Montpelier (Vt.) Central Labor Union, 
W. D. Jones, 1 vote. 

Montreal (Can.) Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil, Joseph Amey, 1 vote. 

Murphysboro (111.) Trades Council, Henry 
Wolf, 1 vote. 

Newark (N. J.) Essex Trades Council, 
Henry J. Gottlob, 1 vote. 

New Britain (Conn.) Central Labor 
Union, Dennis O'Keefe, 1 vote. 

New Brighton (Pa.) Central Labor 
Union, Theodore Feltus, 1 vote. 

Newburyport (Mass.) Central Labor 
Union, Frank H. Davis, 1 vote. 

New Orleans (La.) Central Trades and 
Labor Council, Patrick Welsh, 1 vote. 

New Orleans (La.) Central Labor Union, 
James E. Porter, 1 vote. * 

Newport (R. I.) Central Labor Union, 
James B. Edwards, 1 vote. 

New York (N. Y.) Central Federated 
Union, J. Holland, 1 vote. 

Norfolk (Va.) Central Labor Union, 
George H. Largay, 1 vote. 

Norwich (Conn.) Central Labor Union, 
John T. Hinchey, 1 vote. 

Oneida (N. Y.) Central Trades and Labor 
Assembly, F. B. Tully, 1 vote. 

Ottawa (111.) Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly, George E. Whitney, 1 vote. 

Parkersburg (W. Va.) Trades and Labor 
Council, J. H. Nightingale, 1 vote. 

Pawtucket (R. I.) Central Trades and 
Labor Union, Michael Donovan, 1 vote. / 

Peoria (111.) Trades and Labor Assembly, 
Robert A. McKee, 1 vote. 

Petaluma (Calif.) Central Labor Union, 
Jno. G. Lawler, 1 vote. 

Philadelphia (Pa.) Central Labor Union, 
Ernest Kreft. 1 vote. "' 

Pittsburgh (Pa.) Central Trades Coun- 
cil, A. M. Schwartz, 1 vote. 

Port Jervis (N. Y.) Central Labor Union, 
Hamilton Hulse, 1 vote. 

Portland (Me.) Central Labor Union, 
Franklin H. Hatch, 1 vote. 

Portsmouth (N. H.) Central Labor 
Union, Francis H. Thompson, 1 vote. 

Poughkeepsie (N. Y.) Trades anl Labor 
Council, Harvey C. Neal, 1 vote. 

Providence (R. I.) Central Trades and 
Labor Union, Peter F. Bowen, 1 vote. 
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Richmond (Va.) Central Trades and 
Labor Council, John M. Ryall, 1 vote. 

Rock Island (111.) Tri-City Labor Con- 
„ gress, SJdward C. Berry, 1 vote. 

Rockland (Mass.) Central Labor Uniofi, 
James F. Kane. 1 vote. 

Rome (Ga.) Central Labor Union, J. J. 
Holloway, 1 vote. 

Rumford Falls (Me.) Central Labor 
Union, John S. Dodd, 1 vote. 

Rutland (Vt.) Central Trades and Labor 
Council, John W. Arvidson, 1 vote. 

galena (Mass.) Central Labor Union, R. 
C. Schneider, 1 vote. 

San Antonio (Texas) Trades Council, 
James P. Broderick, T vote. 

San Francisco (Calif.) Labor Council, 
Walter MacArthur, 1 vote. 

Sault Ste. Marie (Mich.) Trades and 
Labor Council, M. J. McKelvey, 1 vote. 

Savannah (Ga.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly, William S. Harris, 1 vote. 

Schnectady (N. Y.> Trades Assembly, 
Fred W. Burman, 1 vote. 

Scranton (Pa.) Central Labor Union, 
Dominick Dempsey, 1 vote. 

Sharon (Pa.) United Labor League, E. R. 
Clark, 1 vote. 

South Omaha (Neb.) Trades and Labor 
Council, Thomas J. Myler, 1 vote. 

Springfield (Mass.) Central Labor Union, 
George E. Vineens, 1 vote. 

Streator (111.) United Trades and Labor 
Council, D. G. Dewar, 1 vote. 

St. Joseph (Mo.) v Central Labor Council, 
W. D. Henderson, 1 vote. 

St. Louis . (Mo.) Central Trades and 
Labor Union, Richard Debarrey, 1 vote. 

St. Paul (Minn.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly, Henry Feyder, 1 vote. 

Stockton (Calif.) Federated Trades, A. L. 
Cowell, 1 vote. 

Superior (Wis.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly, Charles A. Dolan, 1 vote. 

Thompsonville (Conn.) Central Labor 
Union, Michael J. Connor, \ vote. 

Toledo (Ohio) Labor Union, Peter J. 
Doll,- 1 vote. 

Trenton (N. J.) Central Labor Union, 
James A. Savadge, 1 vote. 

Troy (N. Y.) Central Federation of 
Labor, Michael Muldoon, 1 vote. 

Waltham (Mass.) Central. Labor Union, 
Michael J. O'Connor, 1 vote. 

Washington (D. C.) Central Labor 
Union, Edward J. Roche, 1 vote. 

Washington (Pa.) Central Labor Assem- 
bly, Henry Sabel, 1 vote. 

Wilkesbarre (Pa.) Central Labor Union, 
Chas. Lavm, 1 vote. 

Worcester (Mass.) Central Labor Union, 
Thos. F. Harney, 1 vote. 

Yonkers (N. Y.) Federation , of Labor, 
Godfrey Lehner, 1 vote. 

Valle.1o (Cal.) Trades and Labor Council, 
J. B. Dale, 1 vote. 

Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, 
Jas. Simpson, Fraternal Delegate. 

Asphalt Pavers' Union, No. 10513, Theo. 
Payne, 1 vote. 

Briar Wood Smoking Pipe Makers' Union. 
No. 10.566, Joseph Kuhu, 1 vote. 

Brush Workers' Union, No. 11274 
George Tyson, 1 vote. 

Button Workers' Protective Union, No. 
87PO, Henry Hitchcock, 1 vote. 

Cigar Factory Tobacco Strippers, No. 
8156, Rosa Scully, 2 votes. 



Cloth Examiners' Protective Association, 
No. 8395, A. Rosenbaum, 1 vote. 

Cloth Spongers' and Refinishers' Union, 
No. 9100, Michael Brayer, 1 vote. 

Coachmen and Stablemen's Union, No. 
6327, William F. Henderson, 1 vote. 

Cotton Yard Men Benefit Association, No. 
9143, Isom G. Wynn, 1 vote. 

Cutting Die Workers, No. 10583, G. H. 
Gosline, 1 vote. 

Die Workers' Union, No. 10355, Alfred 
Paterson, 1 vote. 

Drain Layers and Helpers, No. 10335, 
John Cardiff, 1 vote. 

Drillers' and Tappers' Union, No. 9800, 
William White, 1 vote. 

Excavators' Protective Union, No. 10630, 
Tito Pacelli, 9 votes. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 6482, G. A. 
Hoehn, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 7087; Foundry 
Employes, No. 9617; Elvery Stable Em- 
ployes, No. 8529; and Nail Mill Employes, 
No. 9987, James Borden, 4 votes. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 7386, John B. 
Swift, 1 vote^ 

Federal La1)or Union, No. 8073,'Wm.^N. 
Burton, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 8198, Charles 
P. Lynch, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 8279, Michael 
D. Collins, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 8532, E. S. ^ 
Gettle, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 8962, Daniel 
Dinneen, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9325. Albert 
Hodges, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9465, Fred C. 
Mallery, 2 votes. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9492, W. A. 
Reed, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9575, Thomas 
Casey, 2 votes. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9636, John E. 
Dervin, 2 votes. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9686, F. C. 
Turnt, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9985, J. L. 
Gilpin, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9986, J. M. 
Butler, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9970, W. M. 
Faulkerson, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10091, John 
A. Cooper, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10121, W. B. 
Schmatterlee, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10190, Thomas 
V. Studd, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10241, William 
Marsh, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10472, J. R. 
Page, 1 vote.— owe for Aug. and Sept. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10518, William 
Bankow, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10547, P. W. 
Tussiny, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10581, P. Mc- 
Laughlin, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10600, Fred 
Gascoyne. 2 votes. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10651, Clar- 
ence E. Madden, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10964, W. 
Charles Kidd. 3 votes. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 11311, Ernest 
J. Graham, 1 vote. 
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Federal Labor Union, No. 11319, Oscar 
Morlin, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 11413, John W. 
Anderson, 1 vote (no credential). 

Fish Skinners', Cutters' and Handlers' 
Union, No. 9582, John P. Field, 1 vote. 

Architectural Foundry Molders' and 
Helpers' Union, No. 7413, Geo. Bechtold, 
1 vote. 

Foundry Workers' Union, No. 9938, Mi- 
chael Doran, 3 votes. « 

Foundry Helpers' Union, No. 10012, John 
F. Gillooley, 3 votes. 

Foundrymen's Union, No. 10110, Richard 
Walshe, 1 vote. 

Foundrymen's Helpers' Union, No. 10387, 
Frank McCardle, 1 vote. 

Foundry Laborers' Union, No. 11236, Pat- 
rick F. Tobin, 1 vote. 

Furniture Packers' Protective Union, No. 
10699, James Brady, 1 vote. 

Granitoid Cement Concrete Workers* 
Union, No. 8172, August Butte, 4 votes. 

Hospital Employes Association, No. 
10725, O. L. Murrell, 1 vote. 

Hospital Nurses' and Emplayes' Union, 
No. 10850, Herbert J. Feehan, 1 vote. 

House Shorers' and Movers' Union, No. 
7417, Francis Creamer, 1 vote (owe Sept.). 

Insulators and Asbestos Workers, No. 
6918, Andrew Caldwell, 1 vote. 

Laborers' Protective Union, No. 9290, 
William E. Miles, 1 vote. 

Laborers' Protective Union, No. 9545, M. 
McLeod, 1 vote. 

Laborers' Protective Union, No. 9558, 
Joseph E. King, 2 votes. 

Laborers' Protective Union, No. 9756, 
George H. Turner, 4 votes. 

Laborers' Protective Union, No. 10191, 
William G. Hapgood, 1 vote. 

Laborers' Protective Union, No. 10295, 
James J. Mills, 1 vote. 

Laborers' Protective Union, No. 10829, 
D. W. Roderick, 2 votes. 

Laborers' Protective Union, No. 11223, 
James Kelly, 1 vote. 

Laborers' Protective Union, No. 11277, 
Thomas Dillon, 1 vote. 

Last Makers' Union, No. 9269, Stephen 
F. Haskell, 1 vote. 

Last Makers' Union, No. 9771, James A. 
Armstrong, 1 vote. 

Lumbermen's Protective Union, No. 10,- 
180, John Bowler, Sr., 1 vote.— Owe for 
Sept. 

Mattress Makers' Union, No. 9493, Nich- 
olas P. Ludwig, Jr., 1 vote. 

Mattress Makers' Union, No. 6899, Jas. 
P. Derrigan, 1 vote. 

Messenger Boys' Protective Union, No. 
11252, Charles J. Keenan, Jr., 1 vote. 

Millwrights' and Machinery Erectors' 
Union, No. 7473, T. M. Coyle, 1 vote. 

Newsboys' Protective Union, No. 9077, 
N. S. Sodekson, 1 vote. 

Paper Box Makers' Union, No. 10154, 
George B. Hlllard, 2 votes. 

Paste Makers' Union, No. 10567, John L. 
Damozonio, 1 vote. 

Paving Department Workers' Union, No. 
6751, James F. Timilty, 1 vote. 

Pearl Workers' Union, No. 11224, Wil- 
liam Cooper. 1 vote. 

Picture Frame Workers' Union, 
10361, John Russel, 5 votes. 

Plate Engravers, No. 9003, American So- 
ciety of, Louis A. Hill, 1 vote. 



Plate Glass Workers' Union, No. 11365, 
John Christoffer Delgle, 1 vote. 

Postoffice Clerks' Union, No. 8703, L. J. 
Niemchesky, 3 votes. 

Preserve Makers' and Helpers' Union, 
No. 11242, Luke H. Gately, 1 vote. 

Rag Selectors' Union, No. 9932, A. Rosen- 
field, 1 vote. 

Riggers' Protective Union, No. 10315, Jo- 
seph O. White, 1 vote. 

Rolling Mill Helpers* and Laborers* 
Union, No. 10145, Thomas M. Freeman, 1 
vote. 

Sail Makers' Protective Union, No. 8232, 
Robert S. Maloney, 1 vote. 

Sandstone Quarry Workers' Union, No. 
8961, William Smith, 1 vote. (Notified to 
join Int'l.) 

Sanitary and Street Cleaning Union, No. 
6064, Joseph P. Downing, 1 vote. 

Scale Workers' Protective Union, No. 
7592, Peter Mullee, 2 votes. 

Slate Workers' Union, No. 10016, Edward 

F. Bolger, 2 votes. 

Stable Employes' Union, No. 10041, J. H. 
Stanner, 3 votes. 

Stablemen's Protective Union, No. 10663, 
Timothy Scott, 1 vote. 

Smoking Pipe Makers' Union, No. 11402, 
Sigmund Lederer, 1 vote. 

Stone Masons' Union, No. 7049, Julius 
Faller, 1 vote. 

Straw Hat Operators' Union, No. 9591, 
E. W. Francis, 1 vote. 

Straw Hat Operators' Protective Union, 
No. 9655, Kate Hutchinson, 1 vote. 

Suspender Makers' Union, - No. 9560, 
Charles Zimmerman, 2 votes. 

Suspender Makers' Union, No. 10342, 
Benjamin Klein, 1 vote. 

Tar, Felt and Waterproof Workers' 
Union, No. 7565. William H. Clark, 1 vote. 

Tie Carriers' Union, No. 11202, E. L. Tar- 
rants, 1 vote. 

Tobacco Salesmen's Union, No. 10494. J. 

G. Herr, 1 vote. (Owe for July, Aug. and 
Sept.) 

Twine Workers' Union, No." 11122, Miss 
Margaret Bickler, 1 vote. 

Watch Workers' Union, No. 6961, Thom- 
as Dorcy, 6 votes. 

Water Department Workers' Union, No. 
6356, Lawrence E. Murphy, 1 vote. 

Wholesale Clothing Stock Keepers' and 
Packers' Union, No. 11138, Isaac Sadler, 1 
vote. 

FRATERNAL. 

British Trades and Labor~ Congress, Wil- 
liam Mullen, James O'Grady. 

Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, 
James Simpson. 

Church Association for the Advancement 

of the Interest of Labor, Harriette Keyser. 

The' following credentials are protested: 

Bakers' and Confectioners' International - 

Union, John Guild, Matthew Steele, Emil 

Shaerer. 

Burlington (Vt.) Central Labor Union, 
C. E. Jones. 

Knoxville (Tenn.) Central Labor Union, 
J. B. Butcher. 

OWEN MILLER, Chairman. N 
E. E. HANCOCK, 
D. G. RAMSAY, 

Committee. 

President Gompers: You have heard the 
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report of the Committee on Credentials; 
what is the pleasure of the Convention? 

Moved and seconded that the report be 
received. 

Delegate C. O. Sherman of the United 
Metal Workers entered protest against 
delegates from toe Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers be*ng seated. m 

Delegate Sreeie, representing Bakers' and 
Confectioners* International Union, asked 
for information in regard to.protest against 
seating their delegation. 

Delegate Owen Miller: There are one or 

two reasons with which I am not familiar. 

There is one objection that I do know of, 

and that is that the credentials are not 

^properly signed. 

Delegate Burns of the Electrical Work- 
ers: ] would like to know the title under 
which the Street Railway Men's Associa- 
tion appear here by delegates? 

Delegate Owen Miller: The Amalgamat- 
ed Association of Street and Electric Rail- 
way Employes of America. 

Delegate Burns: As a delegate repre- 
senting tbe electrical workers I object and* 
protest against that word "electric" ap- 
pearing in the credentials. It has no busi- 
ness there. 

The report of the Committee on Creden- 
tials was adopted unanimously. 

President Gompers announced the follow- 
ing appointments: Assistant Secretary, Mr. 
Henry McMahon; Sergeant-at-Arms, Martin 
J. Joyce, and Messenger, Thomas J. Mina- 
han. 

Delegate McDonald moved that rules be 
suspended and the following resolution be 
adopted : 

RLSOLVED, That the delegates to this 
Convention be instructed when buying 
newspapers here in Boston to purchase 
them of members of the Newsboys' Union. 

The rules were suspended and resolution 
adopted. 

TIih following committees appointed by 
President Gompers were announced: 

Distribution— Thomas I. Kidd, W. B. 
Wilson, George Warner. 

Rules and Order of Business— L. A. Tan- 
quary, P- J- Downey, M. Donnelly, E. J. 
Lynch, John Devine, C. O. Sherman, Wil- 
liam J. Kelly. 

Report of President— A. Furuseth, Wil- 
liam M. Garrett, H. W. Sherman, M. F. 
Murphy, John A. Fahey, D. A. Carey, J. 
A. Cable. 

Report of Executive Council— Edgar A. 
Agard, Collis Lovely, John Phillips, W. 
Macarthur, John Hammerstrom, John T. 
Wilson, Edgar A. Perkins. 

Report of Secretary— Homer D. Call, P. 



G. Nuernberger, Henry Fischer, P. Ma- 
houey, C. L. Shamp, J. B. Berry, Albert 
Hi'jbert. 

Report of Treasurer— Frank Duffy, 
Charles W. Winslow, Frank X. Noschang, 
John T. Dempsey, Robert B. Kerr, Ed. Fox, 
Charles Hank. 

Resolutions— James Duncan, • J. J. 
Creamer, Daniel J. Keefe, W. D. Rvan, 
John S. Henry, John P. Frey, John *Slo- 
cum. 

Laws— John B. Lennon, James Lynch, 
W. H. Haskins, John Mulholland, Max 
Morris, D. A. Hayes, F. M. Harzbecker. 

Organization— James O'Connell, A. B. 
Loebenbcrg, Thomas H^ Flynu, D. D. Diis- 
co!I, Louis Kemper, F. C. Wheeler, G. V. 
Lighthali. 

Labels— James Wood, John R. O'Brien, 
Ed. F. Ward, Walter Chuck, John F. To- 
bin, James P. Mahar, Ed. Hirsch. 

Grievances— John A. Moffitt, W. J. 
O'Brien, T. L. Lewis, M. Higgins, Mli.x S. 
Hayes, W. H. Frazier, C. O. Pratt. 

Local and Federated Bodies— William G. 
Schardt,* Frank C. Simmons, E. W. Leonard, 
J. A. Reals, Jei'ome Jones, Frank Poplow- 
sky, J. Holland. 

Building Trades— William J. Spencer, 
Fred Kneeland, J. F. Grimes, Frank 
Buchanan, Thomas J. Lyons, O. A. Tveit- 
nioe, Herman Lillien. 

Education— John Mitchell, Joseph Val- 
entine, Henry White, John Coleman, J. W. 
Dougherty, Theodore J. Shaffer, H. C. Bar- 
ter. 

President Gompers: Our friend George 
E. McNeil called my attention to a mat- 
ter to which I shall entirely agree as to 
the appropriateness of the recognition on 
the part of this Convention, not only of 
the death of our comrade and friend and 
former treasurer of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, but also to the fact that 
the funeral services and burial will occur 
this afternoon at two o'clock, and that it 
will be most appropriate, at least, that we 
should pay some, fitting tribute to his 
memory, and the suggestion is made to the 
Convention, authorizing the appointment 
of a committee of three to attend the 
funeral as the representatives of the 
American Federation of Labor. That sug- 
gestion is made for such action as the con- 
vention may care to take. 

It was moved and seconded that a com- 
mittee of three be appointed to attend 
the funeral. Agreed to. 

President Gompers: The Chair will ap- 
point upon that committee: Delegates John 
B. Lennon, treasurer of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; Collis Lovely of the Boot 
and Shoe Workers, and former colleague 
of Mr. Marden; and Mr. George E. Mc- 
Neil. 

Delegate Lennon: I move you that upon 
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the request of the Committee on Resolu- V Delegate Mikol moved that a committee 

tions and the Committee on Grievances be appointed on boycotts. Adopted, 

that the president be authorized to double Adjourned at 12 o'clock to meet at 

the size of these committees. Adopted. 2 p. m. 

FIRST DAY — Afternoon Session. 



President Gompers called the Conven- The President's report was -referred to 
tion to Order at 2 p. m. the Committee on Distribution to be re- 
First Vice-President Duncan was called ferred to the proper committees, 
to the chair. Secretary Morrison and Treasurer Len- 
President Gompers commenced to read non then read their reports, and each in 
his report at 2 p. m. and finished reading turn was referred to the. Committee on 
it at five o'clock. The sentiments ex- Distribution to be referred to their proper 
pressed therein were continually cheered committees. 

by the delegates, and at conclusion ap- 

plause was continued for several minutes. The Convention adjourned at 5:30 p. m. 
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PRESIDENT GOMPERS' REPORT. 



Boston, Mass., November 9, 1903. 
To the Officers and Delegates to the Twenty-third Annual Convention of the American Federation oi 

Labor. 
Fellow Trade Unionists: 

In historic grand old Boston, which gave and gives zest and life to the cause of human justice 
and human freedom; in Faneuil Hall, whose very walls echo and reverberate with the ringing elo- 
quence of its bravest souls crying out for the right, for liberty, and for independence; in this sphere 
where men fought and bled and died that others might enjoy the privileges and rights denied 
to them, it is in keeping with the honorable traditions and revered memories of these surround- 
ings and this sacred ground that representatives of the toiling masses of our country should in 
solemn conclave, and here inthis hall made holy by its consecration to the rights of man, de- 
clare for and honorably and heroically carry to completion and full fruitionthe mission begun 
by the fathers of our Republic. Here where our fellow- workers inherit all the traits of intelli- 
gence, self-sacrifice, and heroism, and are as keen and active as any in our land in advocating 
and promoting the great cause for the uplifting of the toiling masses, it is meet that we counsel 
with them and take counsel from them. 

In our day the only consistent, persistent, and aggressive movement to maintain the liberties 
of the people of our land now and for the future is the villifled, yet noble and ennobling movement 
of organized labor. 

The great good any movement has accomplished in the uplifting of the masses has never been 
accorded it during the militant stages of its achievement ; and ours is not and can not bean excep- 
tion. It must remain for the student and historian of the future to portray the struggles, the bur- 
dens, the heroism, the hopes, the aspirations, and marvelous achievements of our great movement. 
All we can do in our day is to keep on and on and on, true to our highest conception of duty, hence 
true to our fellows, consciously and confidently relying upon the future, unhampered by prejudice 
and sordid avarice, to accord our purposes, efforts, and achievements in the interest of humanity 
the proud place in history whichVthey so justly deserve. 

Permit me fraternally and sincerely to greet you and welcome you to this, the largest and 
most comprehensive gathering ever held of the representatives of the workers of our land. Upon 
you devolve grave responsibilities. Upon your deliberations a world of friends and opponents 
have their attention riveted. The toilers of our country expect and have the right to anticipate 
that you shall meet the great) questions affecting their interests in a manner both intelligent and 
practical, and which shall redound to their permanent advantage. Our opponents will be glad to 
magnify or distort any shortcoming and utilize to Labor's injury any mistake made or false step 
taken. If we shall but devise the ways and means by which we may still further organize, unite, and 
federate our fellow- workers, secure for them more favorable conditions both in their employment 
and in their lives generally, we shall earn as well as deserve their good will and confidence ; we shall 
overcome the obstacles in our path and advance steadily and surely to the goal of our high pur- 
poses, when man to man shall brothers be, "for a* that and a' that." With confidence in your 
intelligence and earnestness of purpose, and an abiding faith in the success of our movement and 
in its final triumph, this report is submitted for your respectful consideration. 

- • GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF OUR MOVEMENT. 

It is a source of gratification in whjch you will fully share that I am enabled to report that 
never in the history of the labor movement, in this or in any other country, or, for that, never in 
the history of any movement for the uplifting of the toiling masses, has there been such a uniform 
growth in the number of unions formed, or in the number of wage- workers becoming members of 
existing unions, as has transpired within the past year. From October 1, 1902, to September 30, 
1903, we issued from the American Federation of Labor the following charters: 

International Unions 20 

State Federations 3 x 

Central Labor Unions 171 

Local Trade Unions and Federal Labor Unions 1,139 

' Total 1,333 

Nineteen of these 20 international unions were organized and instituted by us from formerly 
affiliated chartered local unions, which accounts for the large number of charters of local unions 
surrendered to the American Federation of Labor during the past year. 
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Five intei national unions have amalgamated or merged into other international unions during 
- the year. Since the close of the fiscal year, and not enumerated herein, one other important ex isi- 
ing international union has become affliliated. 

At the end of the fiscal year, October 1, 1903, we had affiliated to the American Federation of 
Labor- 
International Unions 118* 

State ^federations 29 

Central Labor Unions 549 

Local Trade Unions and Federal Labor Unions 1,747 

The gain in membership of our affiliated international unions and of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor during the past fiscal year has been 442,100; the average membership upon which per 
capita tax was paid to the American Federation of Labor during the year was 1,465,800.' 

Of course, it is understood that the membership at the close of the' fiscal year is much larger, 
by reason of the fact that our reports of the membership of affiliated organizations are based upon 
the average paid-up membership reported for the year, and the lesser number of the beginning of 
the year is subtracted from the increase during the latter part of the year, in order that the average 
may be struck. Then, again, it is well known that many local unions do not report to the inter- 
national unions all the members upon their books. Particularly is this so where there exists any 
arrearage in payment of dues, while at the same time those holding traveling cards are scarcely 
ever enumerated. 

Per capita was paid for the last month of the fiscal year, September, 1903, upon the following 
membership, 1,745,270. 

The first convention of the Federation was attended by a number who were not favorably 
disposed toward either its formation or its success. It was a difficult task to protect the Federation 
from its enemies within as well without. Nineteen delegates appeared at the convention in 1 1882, 
only six international unions being represented. The years of struggle and sacrifices of these early 
days of our Federation may perhaps never be told or written, for with the confidence of the workers 
almost destroyed in organizations and men, they were either opposed or indifferent, and withheld 
their support. Looking back to those days of wavering friends, of secret and subtle opposition, 
with the hosts of labor disheartened and discouraged, and now viewing the splendid vantage to 
which we have gained, with the respect and confidence of our fellows who daily gather within the 
fold of unionism, it must instil deeply in the hearts and minds of all who are sincerely engaged in 
the movement for the uplifting of the masses, renewed courage, renewed energy, and renewed 
hope and confidence in that great cause with which we have the honor to be associated ; and 
which, if I read the signs of the times correctly, with the earnestness, devotion, and increasing 
intelligence of our fellow- workers, is ultimately bound to triumph. 

The wage-earners now stand in need of organization more than at any previous time in 
history. The wonderful improvements in machinery and in the tools of labor ; the application 
of the great propelling forces of steam and electricity ; the division, subdivision, and classi- 
fication of labor ; the tremendous energy and industry of our fellow- workers enormously increas- 
ing their productive power; these, together with concentration of wealth and industry, render it 
impossible for the individual toiler to safeguard either his interests, his rights, or his liberties, 
and makes essential the unity and federation for the well-being and progress of all. 

The work we have accomplished in organizing our fellow-workers and securing improve- 
ments and advantages in all spheres of life is gratifying and is creditable to all who have partici- 
pated ; but this can not satisfy. It must give us greater energy and impetus to work on and on 
until we shall have brought within the beneficent fold of unionism all who earn their bread by the 
sweat of their brow and shall have eliminated the wrongs too long borne and obtained the rights 
too long denied. 

INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY AND REACTION. 

There are indications that the era of industrial activity which we have enjoyed during the 
pa<t few years has reached its floodtide, in that there is now somewhat of a reaction. Already we 
s e some contraction of industry by which workmen have been rendered idle. It is true that the 
change is not pronounced, but it is sufficiently evident for notice and deserves our consideration. 
More especially should this receive our attention since quite recently, acting upon the cue given by 

*The international unions have approximately 22,500 local unions. 
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our most pronounced antagonists, the capitalist press has endeavored to place upon our movement 
the responsibility for the industrial reaction. That the charge is untrue is fully capable of proof, 
and to which I shall refer later herein. But attention is called to the fact that when the reaction 
first made itself manifest one of the great newspapers of our country questioned the representative 
employers, business men, and financiers of America to make answer as to what in their judgment 
was its cause. Without attempting to enumerate the causes assigned by them for the industrial 
reaction, it is worthy of note that under the first impulse of honest expression of opinion, before 
the minds of any of them were perverted by those who always desire to shirk upon the shoulders 
of others the wrongs or the errors of which they themselves are guilty, I repeat, with unprejudiced 
and un perverted mind, not one among the thousands who answered held organized labor in the 
least responsible. ' 

Of course, to the thinking, observing m^n the insinuation or charge will have no effect. We 
understand, as every student and intelligent trade unionist understands, that under our present 
economic system periods of industrial activity and stagnation are equally natural. That a re- 
action did not set in sooner, or that it has not become acute, is due more than any other cause 10 
the organized labor movement. 

Our movement has increased wages, shortened the hours of labor, and otherwise improved 
the conditions of the toilers; in other words, has made the workers greater consumers of the things 
that have been produced; and to this factor, supplemented by some organized method among intel- 
ligent employers, is due entirely the credit rather than the censure or blame. 

The era of industrial activity has been maintained and prolonged for a longer period than 
any similar revival in the last forty years, while its reaction has thus far been attended with less 
severity and is in itself less intense than similiar reactions heretofore. These industrial conditions 
are not due to any particular phenomenon. They have their cause and effect exactly as have the 
tides, attraction and repulsion, and the law of gravitation. 

In countries where the economic conditions of the workers remain stationary or substantially 
so, the greatest degree of poverty and misery always obtains, while, at the same time, industry and 
commerce know no progress, and are carried on under primitive conditions. Of course this is not 
cited as an indication that more improved conditions than even ours can not obtain when a 
normal and better economic life shall have been inaugurated, but it rather demonstrates the fact 
that industrial and commercial reaction can not by any specious argument be traced to the 
movement that tends to increase the consuming power of the wage-earners. 

As a matter of fact, the greater the power of consumption of the graat mass of workers, the 
larger their wants, the higher is their standard of life, the greater the decree of industrial and 
commercial prosperity. Indeed, the constant growth in the wants and demands of the masses 
gives to industry and commerce an impetus and progress they can receive in no other way. 

At this time it is difficult to foresee the extent to which the indust^i il reaction may reach, 
although it is quite evident that, for the reasons already stated, it is not likely to become so pro- 
longed or so intense as previous industrial stagnations or crises. Yet it is well for us to view the 
situation as it is, and as it may become, and to consider calmly the course which we should pursue 
to meet it. To do this intelligently it will be helpful to consider the policy pursued by employers 
during similar periods in the past, a policy which here and there is now advocated; a policy which 
has proven not only injurious but perversive of the very purpose for which it was inaugurated. I 
refer to the policy of reducing wages .as a means to tide over, or emerge from, industrial depression 
In the past this has been resorted to, and, owing to the comparative lack of organization among 
the working people and also their comparative inability to resist, they were compelled to accept it, 
with the result that their consuming power was lessened, throwing still more workmen out of 
employment, rendering the situation still more acute, and thus still further prolonging the period 
of the crisis. 

It is the height of economic unwisdom to curtail the consuming power of the masses as a 
means to industrial revival or prosperity. 

No industry, no country, has ever become great, or ever can become great, founded upon the 
poverty of Its workers. 
_ While I do not know to what extent our declarations and suggestions may influence 

employers generally i n the effort to dissuade them from pursuing the unwise and unecomic fallacy 
of wage reductions, yet a clear sense of duty must prompt us to make our position upon this ques- 
tion clear and comprehensive. If we shall fail to convince them as to the course which they should, 
or rather the course which they should not, pursue in regard to the effort to reduce wages, we will 
at least have the consciousness of having done our duty in the premises, and so to shape our own 
^ course as will meet the situation emphatically and unmistakably. 

The working people should resist any attempt to reduce their wages or to increase their hours 
of labor. 



,Googk 



y " 



16 REPORT OP PROCEEDINGS 

We are better organized and better prepared to resist encroachments uponjour condition than 
ever before; and, if perchance some of our efforts may be lost, it is better to resist and lose than not 
to resist at all; for to complacently accept a reduction in wages is simply to invite its repetition 
while it enfeebles our ability to resist further efforts in the same direction. 

In former periods of industrial stagnation employers often accompanied their wage reductions 
with discharges of some workmen, and then, as an inducement to those retained, suggested tbat they 
increase their hours of labor to, as they put it, " make up the loss." In other words, those dis- 
charged, being a menace both to the conditions of employment, as well as the employment itself, 
were utilized as a means to further reduce wages and impose more onerous conditions, while r 
the increased hours of labor of those employed further accentuated and made acute the industrial 
situation. 

Surely, it is not rational to suggest, for the relief of an over-stocked or glutted market, that 
the workers shall curtail their power of consumption and then work longer hours to increase pro- 
duction. I submit that the policy of the labor movement is wiser and has in it the means to the 
sooner restore industrial activity and bring about its revival. ' 

We urge as a way out that wages be maintained, even if necessary, to resist reductions ; that 
as a substitute for discharges of workmen, the work to be performed >be divided, thus not only 
helping to bear each others' burdens, but more quickly to restore activity in industry, trade, 
aud commerce. 

STRIKES, AND FUNDS AS A PREVENTATIVE. 

» ♦ 

During the year a considerable number of strikes occurred. From reports made to our office, 

compiled and enumerated in the secretary's report, it will be observed that the gains achieved in 
the interests of our fellow-workers were considerable— advances in wages, reductions in hours of 
labor, and improvements in other respects— and that but comparatively few of the strikes 
inaugurated were defeated in the objects sought. Much of the expenditures reported because of 
strikes were made during last year. It will be observed, too, by reference to the table that many 
organizations have gained large advantages while they have expended infinitesmally small 
amounts. These are particularly attributable to the organizations referred to having accumu- 
lated funds and systems of beneficial features which have given them such stability and 
resourcefulness that employers were more willing to concede reasonable and fair demands rather 
than at the outset risk losses which they know result from long drawn-out contests. 

In connection with this subject, I at this time desire to again impress upon the minds of my 
fellow-unionists the necessity of the^Sayment of higher dues, the establishment of benefits, and the 
accumulation of reserve funds in the trade anions. These would not only be available in strikes 
which might occur, but they will be more potent in preventing them. Many organizations seem to 
believe that they will be immune from attacks, only to find themselves in the midst of an 
industrial conflict threatening their very existence. 

You who know me can not for a moment imagine that I am either pessimistic or that I lose 
courage. I am anxious, however, that we shall have the largest amount of success during periods of 
industrial activity, and not be compelled to recede an inch during any industrial reaction; that 
our organizations shall be strong enough in members, influential enough in solidarity, and powerful 
enough in financial resources so that we can successfully refuse to bear the burdens of the incom- 
petency or avarice of some of the captains of industry and other employers. 

It seems to me that it is wiser to risk the slower growth of our organizations, or even the 
loss of some members in times of industrial activity, than it is to invite discouragement and en- 
feeblement of the members as a result of defeat in contests. 

More strikes are avoided and averted by thorough organization and preparation for them 
than by any other known means. 

There is a most erroneous impression prevalent regarding losses occasioned by strikes, to 
which attention is invited. Of course, it is true that a strike involves the loss of work and wages 
for the time being, but there has not one strike occurred but it has been followed by greater activity 
in the trade. In other words, the time for the performance of the work and the payment of the 
wages has been deferred; that is, tbat the stoppage in the trade has been mad a, to suit the con- 
venience and the purpose of the workmen, rather than the convenience and purpose of the em- 
ployer. 

A strike involving wages, hours, and other conditions of employment, even if temporarily 
defeated in the attainment of the immediate purpose, has always checked greater invasion on the. 
part of t ' ie employers, or has paved the way for the ultimate achievement of the object sought by 
\he workmen.' 



Digitized by 



;Googk 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 17 

Taking the strike as an economic or social factor, it has never lost. For men contending 
against deterioration or for improvement, if, say, they lose the strike, what occurs ? 

Those occupying a higher material condition do not displace those engaged in the contest. If 
they are displaced at all it is by those whose conditions are poorer or are unemployed, and, taking 
the worst view of the situation, it has been merely a change of personnel of those occupying the 
relative positions. 

But the truth is, and the entire history of industry has demonstrated it to be a fact, that the 
workers who have intelligence and manhood enough in their makeup to contend against the 
imposition of poorer, or to strike for better conditions, never go down in the economic scale. 

In other words, though the workmen may be defeated in the immediate contest, their 
character, perseverance, and ability always make for the next highest rung in the industrial ladder. 

AGREEMENT— CONCILIATION— ARBITRATION. 

And yet conscious of these facts, I realize that some strikes may be mistakes and hurtful, 
sipce the maintenance of industrial tranquillity, when reinforced by thorough and intelligent 
organization of the workers, may accomplish much greater success on tne road to the wage-earners' 
material improvement. 

It is for these reasons, as well as to maintain industrial peace, agreement with our employers 
fo<? the establishment of more rightful relations between us, that we advocate and stand for con- 
ciliation and arbitration before a resort to the strike. 

LOCAL STRIKES-DEFENSE FUND. 

Since the inauguration of our defense fund the local unions directly affiliated to the American 
Federation of Labor, 1,747, have had all their various trade disputes come under my immediate 
administration and attention. This has entailed a vast increase of duties, for each dispute con- 
templated or inaugurated had to receive my direct consideration. Much of this work would 
be unnecessary were the unions better informed regarding the law governing the defense fund. 
Ninety per cent of the controversies that have arisen were by reason of demands for an increase 
of wages. In some instances the controversies have been due to the antagonism of the employers 
toward the organization of their employes. In most of these cases the prompt appearance of an 
A. F. of L. representative upon the scene of trouble brought about an adj ustment beneficial to the 
union. Everything possible has been done to avert strikes and to secure amicable settlements. 

The largest number of applicants were- barred from receiving benefits from the defense fund 
by reason of the non-existence of the union for the required period of time, that is, one year before 
the application was made, while some have been barred because of their entrance upon strikes 
before making application and thus depriving the American Federation of Labor from making an 
effort at adjustment without a recourse to strike. The following unions have received benefits 
from the defense funds: 

Pipe Caulkers and Tappers No. 7348 $208 

Neckwear Cutters No. 6939 1,080 

Laborers' Protective No. 7458 1,116 

Laborers' Protective No. 9147 556 

Steel Cabinet Workers No. 7294 1,236 

Japan ners and Finishers No. 9069 284 

Tackmakers No. 8557 248 

Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 250 

Cement Workers No. 10762 200 

Laborers' Protective No. 9030 200 

Laborers' Protective No. 9756 500 

Laborers' Protective No. 8724 600 

Egg Candlers and Poultry Handlers No. 9497 112 

Quarrymen No. 9722 100 

Thus making the total amount expended from the 
defense fund $6,690 

The defense fund has been of advantage to the local unions because of the fact that employers, 
knowing that there is such a fund, were constrained to listen to and grant the demands of \he 
anions; whereas, without this fund, they would know that the members of the unions were prac- 
tically at their mercy and would not have granted so many and favorable demands without a con- 
troversy, which might have meant defeat and disorganization. Then again, the defense fund has 
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acted as a balance, keeping the unions within the bounds of reason, securing adjustments without 
the necessity of strikes, and enforcing on the attention of the locals the necessity for complying 
with the laws of the American Federation of Labor as well as using their own best efforts to build 
up and strengthen their own local unions. In a few instances where these strikes have been lost, 
the men and the unions have gained in prestige in the opinion of both their employers and the 
public. 

In regard to the defense fund I would recommend the following amendments : 

Section 5 should be so changed that all payments to the unions from the defense fund should 
be to the bonded officer or officers of the local unions instead of as at present, to the president and 
secretary. This would protect not only the members of the union against the possibility of dis- 
honesty on the part of the officers, but would also protect the defense fund. 

This section should also be amended so as to require the local unions to have one or more of 
their officers bonded as a condition of being eligible to assistance from the defense fund. 

Some addition to the law should be made governing lockouts, giving the President and Exec- 
utive Council authority to pay benefits from the defense fund when a lockout has not been provoked, 
when the merits of the lockout warrant such payment ; for it is evident that often an unprovoked 
lockout can not be reported before it has been enforced. Lockouts should be clearly defined. 

Some changes should be made in the phraseology of section 2 of the law as to when a strike 
has been " recognized " by the president. As soon as a union has notified me that it anticipates or 
ison a strike and I have either written an answer or sent a representative, it has been often regarded 
that the strike was " recognized" and the claim for benefit made regardless of the other provisions 
of the law which prohibited allowance of the claim. 

The defense fund should be maintained and safeguarded in such a manner that it will be of the 
utmost benefit to the local unions in their efforts to obtain better conditions, economic and social. 
The defense fund is not only a help to the local unions in time of need, but it is the means of edu- 
cating the members to the true principles of unionism ; that organization stands for the betterment 
of the laboring classes, without taking away from any man that which honestly and rightly 
belongs to him, and it will serve to educate the employing classes to the fact that labor has certain 
inalienable rights which. must be respected, through the fact that this defense fund makes it possi- 
ble for the local unions to contend for their rights. 

I have endeavored to administer the law faithfully, sympathetically, and yet scrupulously, 
conscious that unless the local unions felt assured that their rights were vouchsafed in time of 
need they would appeal to some future convention for the entire obliteration of the defense fund. 

JURISDICTION DANGER. 

It becomes my painful duty to again call attention to the very grave danger which confronts 
our movement by reason of the internecine strife due to the conflicting claims to jurisdiction. 
Owing to the acuteness of this question last year, the New Orleans convention made most 
strenuous efforts to bring about a solution of the various conflicting claims then made. Had all 
the organizations a flee ted, yielded in good faith to the suggestions made and conclusions reached, 
that convention would have fully merited the tribute ascribed to it and which it deserved in being 
designated the "peace convention" of the labor movement. In not many instances, however, 
have the organizations departed from their original claims, while several others, by their 
violation of their pledges to that convention to cease hostilities and to abide by the awards of 
impartial arbitration or of decisions reached by the convention itself, have rendered conditions, if 
possible, still worse. In fact, in some trades, where no conflicts existed, the organizations have 
deliberately changed their claims to J urlsdiction with no better reason than that "other organiza- 
tions have extended their claims," they therefore saw no reason why their own claims to jurisdic- 
tion should not also be extended, thus demonstrating that when a wrong policy is once inaugurated 
its evil influences are extended until the gravest consequences and dangers confront the entire 
labor movement. The trade unions are the natural movement of the wage-earners to protect and 
advance their interests. The workers of the craft or calling associate the better to protect and pro- 
mote these interests. 

The alliance or federation of the trade unions is intended to protect and advance the class 
iatercsts of all in thosj lines with which it is difficult for the single trade union to cope. 

HEW TO TRADE UNION LINES. 

The attempt to force the trade unions in.o whut l:«s been termed industrial organization is 
perversive of the lii-tiiy of the labor movement, n.nsrounttr to the best conceptions of the toilers' 
interests now, and is sure to lead to the confusion which precedes dissolution and disruption. It 
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Is time for the American Federation of Labor to solemnly call a halt. It is time for our fellow- 
unionists entrusted with the grave responsibilities to help stem the tide of expansion madness lest 
either by their indifference or encouragement their organizations will be drawn into the vortex that 
will engulf them to their possible dismemberment and destruction. There is virtue and a great meed 
of praise due in organizing our fellow-workers that they may defend and further their interests. 

No tribute too great can be paid those engaged in the past and in the present who have done 
and who are doing this splendid work ; but virtue, merit, and tribute must be effaced unless 
we meet the conditions, aye, the awful calamity which id inevitable if trade union lines are not 
recognized and enforced— enforced not so much by an edict of this Federation, but by the common 
sense and power of the organizations themselves. The advocates of the so-called industrial system 
of labor organizations urge that an effective strike can only be conducted when all workmen, 
regardless of trade, calling, or occupation, are affected. 

That this is not borne out by the history of strikes in the whole labor movement is easily 
demonstrable. Though here and there such strikes have been temporarily successful, in the main 
they have been fraught with injury to all. The so-called industrial system of organization implies 
sympathetic strikes, and these time and experience have demonstrated, that as a general propo- 
sition they should be discarded, while strikes of particular trades or callings have had the. largest 
number of successes and the minimum of defeats. Quite apart from these considerations, how- 
ever, are the splendid advantages obtained by the trade unions without the necessity of strikes or 
the interruption of industry. No one will attempt to say that a sympathetic strike shall under 
no circumstances occur. Under certain conditions it may be not only justifiable but practical 
and successful, even if only as an emphatic protest against a great injustice or wrong; but gener- 
ally and normally considered, such strikes can not be of advantage. 

One feature in connection with a system of industrial organization and its concomitant, 
the sympathetic strike, has been overlooked. By its methods any one of our international organi- 
zations could be financially drained and actually ruined in a very brief period in an effort to sus- 
tain the members involved; while, on the other hand, in a well-formulated trade union movement, 
a large number of men of different crafts, belonging to their own respective international trade 
unions, could be indefinitely sustained financially and victory achieved. At least the organizations 
maintained, not only to continue that battle, but to take up the cudgels in defense of their members 
elsewhere. 

The advocates of the industrial system of organization undertake to correct an error by the 
commission of a graver one, the failure of our international trade unions to primarily provide 
themselves with large funds to protect their own members and to assist their fellow-unionists of 
other trades when they are engaged in conflict. 

We should bear in mind that in our labor movement we are not building simply for the day 
in which we live; we are building for all time to come, if we but build wisely. The trade union 
movement is the historic development of the wage-earners' struggle for fairer conditions of life, for 
right, and for justice. That movement has stood the test of time. It has secured for the workers 
the vantage ground they now occupy. To strengthen that movement, yet keep it as near as possi- 
ble to the lines upon which it has demonstrated its usefulness and capacity ; to bring about a still 
closer federation among the distinctive organized international trade unions; to help bear each 
others burdens ; to be helpful to each other in every viscissitude and effort for labor's disenthrall- 
ment ; these will not only encourage the yet unorganized to unite with us, but more firmly cement 
the consciousness of solidarity and the bond of fraternity in the American Federation of Labor; 
that each international union, that is, each wing in the grand army of labor, will itself feel more 
self-reliant, and all feel more greatly interdependent, the whole phalanx surely gaining day after 
day and year after year until we shall be invulnerable in peace, unconquerable in contest, indubi- 
table in the fulfillment ofour mission in the establishment of good will among men. 

APPLICATIONS TO REVOKE CHARTERS. 

It is not an uninteresting fact to state that there were applications from one or more interna- 
tional uniting for the revocation of the charters of 30 international unions, and some of the com- 
plaining organizations were really disappointed that their requests were not granted. With the 
Executive Council I would have no hesitancy in revoking tin charter of any affiliated organization, 
bur to do so there would have to be good and substantial reas > is ihorofor and no other means at 
hand by which the best interests of labor could be served. No i o tbt hud the Executive Council 
easily yielded to the demands for the revocation of charters we should have had still more demands 
of the same character, and instead of having the b 4 si general organization of labor our country 
has ever had, we would be divided up into fragments contending in open fratricidal war against 



Digitized by 



Googk 



20 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

each other Instead of co-operating in a faithful, honest, and intelligent effort to accomplish the 
best results with the least domination. 

SPECIAL ORDER GARMENT WORKERS. 

The convention at New Orleans revoked the charter issued to •« The Special Order Clothing 
Makers' Unionof America, "and declared under what conditions they should become part of the 
United Garment Workers of America. The employers in the trade, particularly in Chicago, were 
anxious to conform to the decision rendered by the convention, and a controversy was thereby 
inaugurated, several thousand men and women being out of employment and engaged in a contest 
to maintain a separate existence. Inasmuch as the employers pledged themselves not to reduce 
wages or interfere with other conditions and desired to operate union establishments, I called a 
conference at Chicago, in which the representatives of both organizations participated, and urged, 
and finally succeeded, in having a mutual agreement reached rather than a decision rendered which 
might have engendered for the time being still greater bitterness to secure its enforcement. The 
terms of the agreement were faithfully adhered to by all concerned, and amalgamation has been 
effected 

TAILORS AND GARMENT WORKERS. 

Since the adj ustment of this controversy the Journeymen Tailors' Union of America has taken 
a referendum vote upon the question of the eligibility to that organization of the Special Order 
Clothing Makers, the proposition being defeated, since which the representatives of the Journeymen 
Tailors and the United Garment Workers have- met and agreed upon a line of demarcation for 
the jurisdiction of their respective organizations and arranged for their co-operation to the end that 
a federation or an amalgamation of the organizations shall be effected. 

THE UNION SHOP OR ''OPEN SHOP." 

Recently the opponents of organized labor have started an agitation for what they eupho- 
niously designate as the "open shop:" and several employers, otherwise fair, having been persuaded 
that the proposition on the surface appears to be ethical, have advocated it. On the other hand, 
our movement stands for the union shop, not, as our opponents designate it, the closed shop; 
for, as a matter of fact, a union shop is not a closed shop. Any wage-earner, a member of an or- 
ganization in any part of the country, can enter the union shop. And any wage-earner, com- 
petent to fill any position in the union shop, is not only eligible to enter to work therein, but the 
organizations have their hundreds of missionaries at work, in and out of season, urging and 
pleading with them to enter the wide-open doors of the union. This so-called open shop is the dis- 
integrating factor that leads to the non-union shop; in other words, the shop which is closed 
to the union man, no matter from whence he hails or what his skill and competency. 

The so-called open shop influences wages and the standard of life to the downward course, 
for it is based upon the sycophancy of the most docile, and the most immediate needs of those 
in direst distress, of the poorest situated among the workmen. 

Agreements or joint bargains of organized labor with employers depend for their success 
upon the good will of the union and the employers toward each other. Neither should be subject 
to the irresponsibility or lack of intelligence of the non-unionist, or his failure to act in concert 
with, and bear the equal responsibility of, the unionist. Hence, the so-called open shop makes 
agreements and joint bargain with employers impracticable, if not impossible. The union can not 
be responsible for non-unionists whose conduct often renders the terms of the agreement ineffective 
and nugatory. 

Inasmuch as the most conspicuous antagonists of organized labor are sponsors for what they 
term the open shop, upon the pretense of the liberty of the individual, the thought forces itself 
upon us to ask : 

"When, in history, have the opponents of any movement for the uplifting of the masses 
constituted themselves the advocates and defenders of the liberty and freedom of the people?" 

The whole hue and cry is designed to deceive the ignorant and enthrall the masses. . 

I took occasion to say recently : **To a non-unionist, despite that which his advocates say for 
him, cannot be attributed the virtue of helping his fellow-workmen or contributing toward the 
establishment of more rightful relations between workingmen and their employers. No force but 
that of persuasion, moral and intellectual Influence, should be exercised to convert the non- 
unionist to membership in our organizations, but it is hurtful from every viewpoint, and to every 
enlightened interest, to advocate the open shop. As the immortal Lincoln said: "This country 
can not long remain half free and half slave." So say we, that any establishment can not long 
remain, or be successfully operated, part union and part non-union. 
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With the facts before us, with our mission to fulfill, uninfluenced by attempts to place us in 
false positions, unswerving in our course for the attainment of the right, we will not be deterred, 
but will take on new zeal to organize the yet unorganized, unite and federate those already organ* 
lzed, and with clear vision and stout hearts move onward and forward for labor's amelioration 
and final emancipation. 

LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 

The trade union movement in Canada is keeping pace with the movement in the United 
States and other parts of the American continent. Of course legislatively our fellow trade union- 
ists of Canada must have an absolutely free hand, unimpaired by interference from us of any 
character. We should give, as we gladly receive, suggestions and advice that may benefit each other 
legislatively. Any attempt on the part of either to interfere with the legislative policy that the 
other may believe advantageous would impair the influence and effectiveness of all. Despite the 
predictions of opponents to International trade unionism, the gain in membership in the trade 
unions in Canada during the past year was 4,686. From a circular issued to our international trade 
unions, covering the membership in Canada, together with contributions paid by and benefits 
paid to Canadian unionists, although responses do not cover half of the international unions, the 
following results are shown : 

International unions reporting... 43 

Membership in the United States 709,197 

Membership in Canada 19,710 

Total 728,907 

Amount received from Canadian unionists $86,778.57 

Amount expended for benefits for Canadian unionists 316,875.28 

Amount expended for organizing in Canada 12,682.13 

Number of officers, organizers, and other representatives in Canada 862 

This table does not include monies received by the American Federation of Labor from the 
Canadian unionists, or expended by it in their behalf; nor does it include the direct American 
Federation of Labor representatives, and leaves wholly out of consideration the majority of the 
international unions which have not reported. 

During the session of the Executive Council held at Toronto, Canada, and having in mind 
the conclusion reached by the New Orleans convention regarding the relations of the Canadian 
labor movement to that of the remainder of the American continent, we had two conferences with 
the officers of the Dominion Trades and Labor Congress for the furtherance of the best interests of 
the working people of both countries. It was decided that all Canadian local central bodies affili- 
ated to the American Federation of Labor should be attached to the Congress, and that a prerequi- 
site to the issuance of a charter to any central body in Canada should be its attachment to the 
Dominion Congress. This matter is more fully discussed in the Executive Council's report, which 
will be submitted to you. 

It was learned that a bill had been introduced in the Canadian Parliament making it a penal 
offense for any one not a British subject to enter Canada and advise or counsel with Canadian 
workmen to seek an increase in their wages. This was clearly aimed at American trade unionism 
un-ier the misapprehension or misrepresentation that American trade unionists provoke strikes 
of Canadian workmen. The situation was made clear in a statement issued at Toronto and in 
addresses at public meetings. It will be observed that the proposed law (published in the June, 
1903, issue of the American Federationist) makes no provision prohibiting employers or repre- 
sentatives of employers' associations from helping employers in Canada in defeating Canadian 
workmen in any effort to protect their rights or interests. 

In a circular issued by the Employers' Association of the metal trades, October 1, 1903 it is 
stated that in connection with the strike of the machinists at the Canadian Locomotive Company 
of Kingston, Ontario, the association, **to help the company, had to import men from Europe." 
What is true, in so far as concerns the pernicious activity of the employers' association referred to, is 
equally true of other employers hostile not only to organized labor, but to workmen situated 
anywhere who have the manhood to protest against imposition or who organize to obtain better 
conditions. 

In our movement it is wel 1 known that no strikes are ordered in one country to occu r in another; 
they are not provoked, aye, not even counseled or advised. When strikes occur on the part of 
members of any bona Ode trade union affiliated to the American Federation of Labor, either in the 
United States or Canada, the initiative must be taken by those workmen who desire to strike, and 
the only participation of other members in the organization is either to veto the application to 
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strike or to approve It, and In the latter event, to contribute financially toward sustaining the men 
engaged in a controversy. 

The Dominion government some months ago appointed a commission to investigate a numbet 
of strikes which had occurred in the far West. From the commission's investigation and report, 
reflection is made upon some, but we can proudly declare that not one scintilla or shadow could be 
thrown reflecting upon the honor, integrity, and faithfulness of any organization affiliated to 
the American Federation of Labor or upon any of its men. Recently I had an interesting conver- 
sation with the Honorable McKenzie King, chief of the Bureau of Labor for Canada, a member of 
the commission, and he substantially repeated this to me. 

We have the right, then, to insist that the bona Ode labor movement and its men shall not be 
ostracised or outlawed, particularly when it is the aim and work of the American and Canadian 
trade unionists of Canada and the remainder of the American continent to make for the well 
being, the good citizenship, the loyalty and the fraternity of all. 

We urge upon our fellow trade unionists of Canada to use their utmost endeavors for the 
maintenance and perpetuation of the fraternal bonds existing between us, and to submit to all 
fair-minded people of the Dominion, including their government, that unjust legislation, 
discriminating against the guiltless, must react to the disadvantage of its promoters, and do that 
which all enlightened men condemn when injustice is inflicted upon anyone. 

PORTO RICO. 

It was impossible to comply with the Instructions for me to go to Porto Rico either last year 
or this year ; last year, for the reasons given at New Orleans ; this year, because of the illness and 
death of one of the members of my family about the time for which arrangements were made for 
me to go. I am fully persuaded, however, from the Information received from various .quarters, 
that the best interests of the labor movement of Porto Rico and its full affiliation, pursuant to the 
laws and policies of the American Federation of Labor, make it necessary for the president of the 
American Federation of Labor to visit Porto Rico some time in the early part of the coming year. 

UNION LABELS. 

The demand for union labor, and particularly for union-labeled goods, has largely increased 
within the past year. The increase in the number of organizations and the increased membership 
in existing unions, have not only of themselves relatively increased the demand for union-labeled 
products, but these in turn have enabled us to secure a larger ratio of friends and sympathizers 
with our movement among the general public, which in turn has given a greater impetus to the 
demand for products bearing the union labels. This has also been aided by more extensive and 
systematic methods of advertising the union labels by the organizations issuing them, and the 
general discussion of the subject in the labor press. 

Pursuant to your direction, 33,250 bulletins were issued containing the exact reproduction in 
original colors of all the union labels issued by affiliated international unions and indorsed by the 
American Federation of Labor, as well as the union label of the American Federation of Labor 
itself. 

When the American Federation of Labor label was first issued one among the conditions 
upon which I insisted in order to entitle an employer to its use was that the hours of labor shall 
not be more than ten per day. Some months ago I directed that the hours of labor shall be reduced 
to nine per day as soon as existing agreements terminate in order to entitle the employer to the 
continued use of the label. This rule has been enforced in all union label houses. 

In the suspender industry the hours of labor, until two years ago, varied from ten to fourteen 
per day. A firm then, through an organization of its employes which had been effected, applied 
for the use of the American Federation of Labor label. I insisted that the eightrhour day would 
have to be enforced as a condition precedent. The firm agreed thereto, but stipulated that if it 
enforced and maintained the eight-hour day that the label would be granted to other suspender 
manufacturers only under the same conditions. To this I readily assented, since which time we 
have organized fourteen suspender workers' unions. A larger number of suspender manufacturers 
now use the union label and all operate under the eight-hour system. The economic and material 
improvement in the condition of the operatives in this industry has been most marvelous as a 
result. 

CONSUMERS' LEAGUES— LABEL LEAGUES. 

In connection with this question of labels should be mentioned the fact that in' some cities 
some well-meaning, philanthropic ladies have organized consumers' leagues. These leagues were 
originally intended to be helpful to secure amelioration in the condition of some of the working 
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people. Lately some of these leagues have issued a label to employers simply because tne sanitary 
conditions in which the employes work were improved, and these labels issued without regard to 
any consideration as to wages, hours, and other conditions of employment, and in some instances 
in rivalry to the union label of the organization of the craft. I do not believe that these consumers' 
leagues have intended to work counter to the labor movement, and as a result of a conference 
recently had with a representative of a consumer's league, when the matter was explained, the 
assurance was given that the issuance of the league's label would be discontinued. Our union 
labels stand for improved sanitation as one of the conditions necessary to entitle an employer to 
their use. Further efforts in this direction will, I hope, eliminate this unintentional injury. 

And we could rightfully ask those who are now associated in, or who contemplate forming con- 
sumers' leagues, to guide their course aright by instituting union label leagues, in which they can 
be of greater service and attain a larger degree of success by their sympathetic co-operation with 
organized labor. 

ST. LOUIS FAIR EXHIBIT. 

It having been decided that an appropriate and thorough exhibit be made at the World's 
Fair (Louisiana Purchase-Exposition) at St. Louis in 190i, I have had some correspondence and 
conferences with those in charge, and although the space allotted to us for an exhibit is not yet 
definitely determined, we shall know very shortly. Assurances have been given, however, that it 
will be ample for all purposes. I have corresponded with the officials of our organizations asking 
for- 

Copies of the official proceedings of all conventions. 

Copies of constitutions. 

Copies of official journals. 

All of these should be bound, if possible. 

The best print of the union label of each organization (framed), setting forth the title and 
description of the label, with the name of the organization and the product it is supposed to cover. 

Group photograph of each executive board, framed. 

And any other matters that would be of interest and value in preparing » comprehensive 
exhibit of the trade union movement of the country, so far as each organization is concerned, it 
-would be appreciated if all would include the same in the matters sent to our office. 

Of course there are several months before the exposition will be opened, but if a compre- 
hensive exhibit of trade union history, growth, achievements, and aspirations is to be made, it will 
require thought, time, and labor in its preparation. 

I now repeat the request for all to send documents of all kinds in connection with the growth, 
development, and the beneficent work of our movement. These, together with such material that 
we can prepare, will give us the opportunity of making an exhibit that will at once show the mar- 
velous growth of our movement and the great good it has wrought in the condition of our fellow- 
workers and the splendid future which awaits it in the mission it is ours to fill. Such an exhibit 
will reflect great honor and credit upon our movement, and I recommend that the president of the 
American Federation of Labor be authorized, by and with the consent of the Executive Council, 
to take such action as will make the exhibit at St. Louis conform to the character and work of the 
American labor movement. 

. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. 

During the year more extensive correspondence has been had with the representatives of the 
labor movement of the different countries. It is gratifying to learn that the trade union move- 
ment of all industrial countries is not only growing, but assuming more concrete and compre- 
hensive forms. The fraternal bonds of unity are being constantly augmented between the 
intelligent organized workers of the civilized world, which must tend to the advantage of the 
workers and all the people thereof. The interchange of fraternal delegates has done much toward 
this. We in turn learn and teach, and all are benefited thereby. The reception accorded our dele- 
gates to the British trade union and to the Dominion congresses has been hospitable, cordial, and 
enthusiastic. We in turn extend a most hearty and cordial greeting to the fraternal delegates 
from our kinship organizations from Great Britain and the Dominion of Canada. We earnestly 
hope that their stay among us may be both pleasant and interesting ; that everywhere they may 
go while on our shores they may meet with that kindly and generous cordiality and treatment for 
which our people are so well kuown ; that their return to their homes may be safe ; that they may 
carry the message of our intense desire for the closer unity of the workers, not only of their own 
and our country, but of all the civilized world. Let us work and hope, hope and work, that the 
word may go forth from this memorable gathering to the weak and the oppressed everywhere, that 
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tn the organizations of the toilers under the enlightened and beneficent banner of the trade union 
movement the pathway of progress is made brighter and the dawn of the better day has arisen. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. 

A law was enacted creating a new department of government, known as the Department of 
Commerce and Labor, with a Secretary as its chief officer, who is a member of the President's Cab- 
inet. Under the law several departments and bureaus were detached from other departments of 
the Federal service and were placed under its jurisdiction. Among the departments transferred 
was the Department of Labor, which was independent from any other department and is now 
designated as a bureau. While there is cause for regret that the Department of Labor has been 
deprived of its independent existence, we yet have the assurance of the Hon. George B. Cortelyou, 
Secretary of the Department of Commerce and Labor, that it is his purpose to have the Department 
serve the best interests of labor. 

EIGHT-HOUR BILL. 

Your attention is respectfully called to the subjects relative to legislation affecting the Interests 
of labor. First among these is the eight-hour bill, which has been under consideration in the last 
three Federal Congresses. The House of Representatives unanimously passed this bill, and a large 
number of hearings were had upon the same before the Senate Committee on Education and Labor. 

Notwithstanding great pressure brought to bear by the opponents of the bill against its being 
reported, the committee ordered, and a favorable report was made thereon. Constant efforts were 
made to have the bill called up, but owing to the consideration of the Statehood and other bills 
which had precedence, it was not difficult for our opponents to prevent its consideration by the 
Senate. The bill , therefore, failed of passage with the expiration of the Fifty-seventh Congress. The 
bill is printed in the April issue of the American Federation ist, and is commended to your 
consideration for such action and advice as you may give for the future guidance of your officers. 

ANTI-INJUNCTION BILL. 

The bill commonly known as the anti-injunction bill and drafted by the attorneys of the 
American Federation of Labor, also passed the House of Representatives. The matter was before 
the Senate Committee on Judiciary, reported favorably, and then upon motion of Senator Piatt, 
of Connecticut, recommitted to the committee. When that committee reported the bill it changed 
the essential features of the measure and contained a provision which made a pro-injunction bill 
from an anti-injunction bill. 

Let me make the situation clear. There is not now upon the statute books of the Federal Govern- 
ment or of any of the State governments any law which authorizes or contemplates the issuance 
of writs of Injunctions as they have been and are being issued in trade disputes between workmen 
and their employers. To such a change in the bill which made direct provision for the Issuance of 
injunction we, of course, objected and preferred its defeat by non-action rather than its passage in 
the amended form. 

VIOLATIONS OF EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 

Some time ago complaints reached me that the eight-hour law of the Federal Government was 
being violated by a firm of contractors at Wheeling, W. Va., in the construction of work for the 
Federal Government. The complaint, with affidavits in substantiation thereof, was submitted to 
the Secretary of War, who replied by quoting an opinion rendered by the Judge Advocate-General 
of the Army to the effect that " it is not the duty of the Secretary of War to institute proceedings 
for violations of the act of 1892. Parties who think the law is being violated by contractors should 
submit their complaints to the proper United States attorney," and that the War Department 
should be governed accordingly. 

The following letter was then addressed to the President : 

Office of American Federation of Labor, 

Washington, D. C, Oct. 9, 1903. 

Dear Sir: Under date of September 18th, I had the honor of addressing a letter to Honor- 
able L. M. Shaw, Secretary of the Treasury, calling attention to the violation of chapter 352 of the 
law of August 1, 1892, commonly known as the "eightrhour" law, by contractors the Sheridan- 
Kirk Company, in completing dam number thirteen in the Ohio River at McMachen, West Vir- 
ginia. A number of affidavits were submitted, setting forth specifically the violation of this law, 
and a request was made for an investigation, and that, if it confirmed the complaint submitted, 
i he Department should take such action as would tend to "rectify" the vlo ation of the "eight- 
hour" law. Secretary Shaw, under date of September 19th, advised me by letter, that, inasmuch 
as the work referred to is being carried on by the War Department, my communication had been 
referred to the Secretary of War. 
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Under date of October 6th, I am in receipt of a letter from Honorable Robert Soaw Oliver, 
Acting Secretary of War. of which the following is a copy : 

"This Department is in receipt, by reference, of your letter of the 18th ultimo addressed to 
the Honorable the Secretary of the Treasury, inclosing affidavits relative loan allege I violation 
of the eight-hour law on the part of the Sneridan-Kirk Company, the contractors for the con- 
struction of lock and dam No. 13. on the Ohio River, near McMachen, West Virginia. 

"Replying thereto I beg to inform you that the Judge- Advocate General of the Army, in an 
opinion rendered recently on a similar complaint, held that— 

44 'It is not the duty of the Secretary of War to institute proceedings for violations of the act 
of 1892. Parties who think the law is being violated by contractors should bubmit their com- 
plaints to the proper United States Attorney.'" 

Inasmuch as the War Department will be governed by the opinion rendered by the Judge- 
Advocate General of the Army, I appeal to you for a reversal of this opinion, and request that you 
issue an order, directing the War Department, or all departments of the Government, to enforce 
the "eight-hour" law. 

Your attention is respectfully called to the following provisions of this law: 

"It shall be unlawful for any officer of the United States Government or of the District of 
Columbia or any such contractor or subcontractor whose duty it shall be to employ, direct, or 
control the services of such laborers or mechanics, to require or permit any such laborer or me- 
chmic to work more than eight hours in any calendar day, except in case of extraordinary 
emergency." (The italicsare mine.) 

Sect! »n2 of the "eightrhour" law provides : 

"That any officer or agent of the Government of the United States or of the District of 
Columbia, or any contractor whose duty it shall be to employ, direct, or control any laborer or 
mechanic employed upon any of the public works of the United States or of the District of Colum- 
bia who shall intentionally violate any provision of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and for each and every such offence shall upon conviction be punished by a fine not to 
exceed $1,000 or by imprisonment for not more than six months, or by both such fine and im- 
prisonment, in the discretion of the court having jurisdiction thereof." 

The Secretary of War is an officer of the Government of the United States, and, under the law, 
can not require "or permit" the violation of this law, and when that officer's attention is called to 
the violation of the Law, and he does not rectify it, he renders himself liable to the penalty, because 
lie does " intentionally violate" the provisions of the act and is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

It was not, and is not my purpose to seek the punishment of the officer in question or the 
contractors who violate the law. My request was that an investigation be had with a view to 
ascertaining the accuracy of the complaint contained in the affidavits, and, it the investigation 
confirmed the complaint, that the violation cease and the "eightrhour" law be enforced. The 
same request is now respectfully submitted to you for such investigation and rectification, and, 
also, as already stated, the issuance of an order by you which shall set this matter entirely aright 
for the guidance of all the departments under the Federal Government. 
I have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully yours, 

(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 

HON. THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 

President of the United States, Washington, D. C. 

The President advised me that the matter will receive his immediate attention. It certainly 
seems fair that there should be uniform administration in all the departments of the Government 
in regard to the eight-hour law, which applies equally to all artisans, mechanics, and laborers 
employed by the Government or coming under the jurisdiction of the various departments. This 
view was also orally communicated to the President, and it is confidently hoped that a general 
order, as Indicated in the letter to the President, may soon be issued by him. 

EIGHT-HOUR AND INJUNCTION BILLS. 

As per your instructions, circulars were issued to every organization, every trade and labor 
union in the United States, containing a copy of the eight-hour bill and the anti-injunction bill, 
with request for such action and support in every conceivable way as could be given. 

IMMIGRATION BILL. 

As per your instructions, we advocated the passage of a comprehensive immigration bill con- 
taining an educational test clause. It was made perfectly clear that the bill could not pass Congress 
including that provision. Your president was urged not to risk the fate of the bill by insistence 
upon the bill sharing the fate of the educational test clause. I felt that no authority was vested 
in me to withdraw the provision referred to, yet I could not persuade myself that the interests 
of our fellow-workers would be furthered by the failure of a more comprehensive law. The 
bill was enacted without the educational test clause. The advocates, however, of this measure 
propose to introduce it in this Congress ; and Inasmuch as the American Federation of Labor has 
emphatically declared in favor of the educational test for the purpose of restricting Immigration, 
you are certainly warranted in authorizing your officers to use every honorable means within their 
power for the enactment of this and such other measures as will protect the interests of the people 
of our country. 
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Within the fiscal year ending June 1, 1908, 857,046 immigrants have come to our shores. At the 
Bcranton convention we had presented to us a comprehensive address clearly showing the deterior- 
ating quality as well as the increase in quantity of the undesirable immigrants to our shores. We 
are not engaged in the discussion of the relative merits of the free trade or protective tariff policies ; 
butsurely.if the manufacturers are to have the continued protection of a tariff, the work ingmen of 
our country should not be compelled to bear the brunt of the fearful competition of the worstelements 
thatcan be gathered together from every corner, and the worst corners at that, of the whole world. 
The workers of our country are not narrow-minded, nor can the charge be truthfully made that 
they are u ngenerous. We assert in the interests of the masses of foreign countries as well as our own* 
the floodgates of immigration to our country should be, if not entirely closed, at least so guarded 
that we may not be overwhelmed. So long as large numbers of the peoples of continental Europe 
can freely and without restraint or restriction come to our shores, not only will they help to bear 
down the conditions of the toilers of our country, but will afford the relief to the conditions ob- 
taining in the countries which they left; in other words, the awful economic conditions obtaining 
In those countries, through tyranny and misrule, are bolstered up and given a new lease of life, 
whereas,if proper restriction of im migration into our country obtained, these people would remain in 
their own countries, and compel changes and reforms to the betterment of their own conditions 
in their own homes, thereby contributing to the uplifting of the entire human family. 

MONGOLIAN IMMIGRATION. 

Separate and apart from all other questions of immigration is the one that confronts us in 
the form of the Mongolian. We have a law, secured through our efforts, excluding Chinese from 
the mainland of the United States, and by proclamation they are prohibited from emigrating to 
the United States possessions. 1 forts, however, have been made to make it appear that Chinese 
are necessary to the industry c t the American possessions. That this claim is unfounded Is 
demonstrated not only by the investigation made by the representative of the American Federation 
of Labor sent to Hawaii, China, Japan, the Philippine Islands, but is borne out by the statements 
of native and American workmen to the effect that there are sufficient numbers of men to perform 
all the work and all the kinds of work which now, or which may in the near future, be required ; 
that as a matter of fact, in the Philippines there are more Chinamen, half-breed Chinamen, than is 
good for either the industrial development of the islands, or the economic, social, and political Inter- 
ests of the Philippine people. In Hawaii the Japanese have invaded every industry and calling, and 
there, as well as in several sections of the mainland of the United States, have become and are a 
growing menace to the well-being of our people. From every section comes the complaint and the 
warning that unrestricted Japanese immigration is as grave a danger to-day as was at any time In 
our history the unrestricted immigration of Chinese. This convention should emphatically declare 
its position upon the immigration question, not only from continental Europe, but from China and 
Japan, into the mainland and the insular possessions of the United States. I would recommend 
that the appointment of a special committee be authorized early in our session to hold meetings 
during our convention and report thereto fully before its close. 

In connection with this subject-matter attention is called to the reports made by Mr. Ed. 
Rosenberg, who was appointed by the Executive Council of the American Federation of Labor to 
fulfill the mission directed by the resolution of the New Orleans convention to investigate the con- 
ditions of labor in the Hawaiian and Philippine Islands and other eastern countries. Two of these 
reports were published in the August and October issues of the American Federationist, and 
another, up to this time unpublished, will appear in the December or January issue. 

Your attention is also called to that part of Governor Taft's report of October 1, 1902, to the 
Philippine Commission on the Philippine labor conditions, which clearly shows the danger of 
Mongolian immigration into the islands. 

From the reports which reach us of the labor conditions in the Philippines and our own 
knowledge of the Chinese in our own and other countries, we have the right to and will dissent 
from Governor Taft's suggestion that any Chinese be admitted to the Islands under any conditions. 
We can not, however, but commend the very enlightened view he takes in his opposition to the 
general admission of Chinese, and also to the views he expresses on the labor movement. 

This extract from Governor Taft's report is printed herein as Appendix A. 

SEAMEN'S RIGHTS. 

The last convention declared that as several treaties between the United States and foreign 
countries contained provision whereby seamen who desert (that is, violate a contract to labor on 
a private vessel) may be arrested, imprisoned, and forcibly returned to their master, there to labor 
against their will. That as this practice is contrary to human liberty and is a remnant of human 
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slavery, it was decided to protest against such provisions in treaties and demand their repeal or 
amendment so that the seaman's ownership of himself may be fully recognized. A copy of this 
declaration was forwarded to the President and to the chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. The President advised that the matter had been referred to the Secretary of State, 
to whom all matters regarding treaties are referred. The chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the Senate stated that the matter would receive his most thorough consideration. 

CRIMPING SAILORS' WAGES BILL. 

We have een successful in defeating a pernicious measure introduced in Congress by Mr. 
Allen, of Maine. The bill proposed to repeal the law which we secured some years ago in the inter- 
ests of the seamen. The law guarantees sailors engaged in the coastwise service and nearby for- 
eign countries the right to quit work when their vessels are in safe harbor. 

Another bill inimical to the interest of seamen was introduced by Senator Frye, of Maine, by 
which it Was proposed to repeal the law prohibiting the allotment of seamen's wages. Had Senator 
Frye's measure been successful it would have re-established the system by which the seamen 
would have been placed at the mercy of the unscrupulous boarding-house keepers and crimps. 

Senator Frye's bill was reported favorably by the Senate Committee, and the Allen bill was 
reported in the House, striking out all the provisions Mr. Allen had in his bill and substituting all 
of Senator Frye's allotment of seamen's wages bill. That this was not by any means an accident 
or coincidence is quite apparent. It required the greatest energy and co-operatior. on the part of 
the representatives of the Seamen's Union, our legislative committee, and the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor to secure the defeat of both measures. Too great credit can not be 
given to Congressman Underwood, of Alabama, for his invaluable assistance in defeating this 
measure. 

PLATE ENGRAVERS. 

At the request of our American Society, of Plate Engravers, I brought to the attention of the 
President the injustice which was about to be practiced under a civil service rule which he had 
been induced to order, permitting map engravers of foreign countries to take competitive exami- 
nations, and at a rate of compensation below that set by the organization of the craft. The Presi- 
dent issued an order revoking the obnoxious civil service rule. The question of enforcing the 
minimum scale in the United States Geological Survey has not yet been fully determined. 

ANTI-TRUST? ANTI-LABOR LEGISLATION. 

Attention has been called to the fact that under the guise of so-called anti-trust laws lay the 
hidden purpose to attack the organizations of labor. We are all familiar with the so-called 
Sherman anti-trust law, an<J we are also aware of the fact that under its provisions the only persons 
ever indicted were a number of workmen who sought to protect their interests against an opponent, 
and that under the pretense of its provisions and the so-called interstate commerce law the Federal 
courts have issued the many injunctions enjoining workmen from doing those things for which 
there is absolutely no prohibition in the laws, and the doing of which is in no wise at variance or in 
conflict with the Constitution or any of the laws of our country. It is because we have detected in 
the various proposed bills, ostensibly to restrict or govern the trusts and other corporations of 
capital, the insidious purpose to attack the trade unions, which, by the way, have no semblance to 
the trusts, that we have urged in all measures of this character the following clause : 

"Nothing herein shall be so construed as to apply to the organizations of wage-earners 
having for their object the regulation of wages, hours, and conditions of employment." 

With one exception this proposed clause has always disclosed the real purpose which* the 
proposers had in introducing their so-called anti-trust bills both in the Federal Congress and State 
legislatures; for whenever this exempting clause was submitted theproposers were unmasked and 
abandoned their bills. The exception to which reference is made is the State of Texas, where, in 
the last session of its legislature, a so-called anti-trust bill was introduced. The amendment 
exempting the unions from the operations of the bill was proposed, but not adopted. The assur- 
ance was given by the advocates of the bill, and the opinion was rendered by the attorney-general 
of the State, that under no circumstance could the provisions of that bill be interpreted to apply to 
organized labor ; and yet, within a few weeks after its enactment, the first who were dragged into 
court under its provisions were the members of organized labor in the State. Some of our fellow- 
workers will not learn by the experience, or they fail to heed the advice which those of experi- 
ence may give. In those cases they will have but themselves to hlame for the situation which 
will surely confront them. It is worse than folly to join in the hue and cry raised by our opponents 
and the faddists for legislative demands ostensibly aimed at combinations of capital, but really 
directed against the organizations of labor. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



28 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

Labor's opponents are subtle and know that the work of the trusts and other combinations of 
capital are done by the few ; that their operations are secretive, while on the other hand the actions 
of organized labor, even it only by reason of tbe large numbers, must of necessity be open and 
above board and susceptible to the interpretation or the misinterpretations of the friend or foe as 
the case may be. 

Organized labor and its members are law-abiding. They ask no immunity from the law. 
They ask, and have a right to demand, that there shall be accorded to them the constitutional 
ri^ht of equality before the law. We protest against the distortion of the law by which the same 
acts, when performed by other than workmen, are pronounced proper and lawful, but when per- 
formed by workmen are adjudged improper and unlawful. We protest, too, against the enactment 
•of any law which seeks to make unlawful the exercise of rights guaranteed to us by the funda- 
mental law of the land, the Constitution of the United States. 

SO-CALLED ANTI-BOYCOTT LAW. 

Alabama recently adopted what is commonly called an anti-boycott law, which makes it 
Illegal " to print or circulate any notice of boycott, boycott cards, stickers, dodgers, or unfair lists, 
publishing or declaring that a boycott or a ban exists, or has existed, or is contemplated against 
any person, firms, or corporation doing a lawful business, or publishing the name of any judicial 
officer or any other public official upon any blacklist, unfair list, or other similar lists because of 
any lawful act or decision of such official." 

It will be observed that the law not only attempts to prohibit the so-called boycott, but also 
strikes a blow at the political liberty of citizens of the State. If the latter provision of the law J ust 
quoted makes it unlawful for citizens to place upon an unfair list any judicial officer or other 
public official, it might better be termed a law to perpetuate in office those once elected thereto. 
Opposition to public officials is because their acts as officials may be perfectly lawful, but 
which the people have come to regard as entirely hostile to their interests. A judicial officer mis- 
interpreting the laws, the members of a legislature voting away public franchises, or the governor 
passing and signing a law restricting the freedom of the press or prohibiting freedom of speech ; 
these would all be the performance of "lawful" acts, as contemplated by this so-called anti- 
boycott law, and yet organized opposition to oust such officials who have flagrantly violated 
fundamental principles and guarantees, or who may flagrantly enact the laws hostile to the 
people's interests, is prohibited and declared unlawful. 

I imagine that so long as men have their likes and dislikes and the people have their inter- 
ests to subserve, they will give their patronage to their friends and refuse it to their opponents; 
they will favor or oppose judicial officers or other publio officials, and that so long as any vestige 
01 liberty obtains in our land, the economic and political boycott, known by any name, will be re- 
sorted to and successfully practiced. 

It might not be amiss for our fellow trade unionists of Alabama to place upon their unfair 
list those public officials primarily responsible for this perversion of law and Invasion of con- 
stitutional liberty, and thus make a test of its invalidity. At the same time no effort should be 
left untried for a repeal of this law and to wipe it from the statutes of the State which it dis- 
honors. 

In connection with this Alabama anti-boycott law, I would suggest that if any of our organi- 
zations in that State should be charged with a violation of the law they should insist upon their 
right of a free press and free speech. If any circular contains the truthful statement of the facts in 
controversy between workmen and their employers ; if a respectful request is made to friends to 
give their patronage preferably to friends than opponents, then all will be acting within the limits 
of their constitutional rights, the efforts of labor's enemies as indicated by this Alabama law to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

It should also be noted that the same law has a provision against blacklisting ; but this, as is 
well known, has ever been ineffective, as provisions in other State laws of a similar character have 
shown. But quite apart from this, a recent decision by a Federal court declares it to be perfectly 
lawful for any employer to keep a blacklist and to furnish a blacklist of discharged employes to 
other employers so long as the information given is based upon truth ; that employers have the 
right to discharge employes for any reason at all. This in itself would eliminate any advantage, 
If advantage there could be, by this provision in this Alabama law. 

CHILD LABOR LAWS. 

We have beem successful in the past year in securing the enactment of laws in Oregon, Texas, 
and Alabama restricting the labor of children. In Alabama the law is not such a one as to give 
satisfaction, but it is a beginning upon which we may justly count for improvement in the 
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future. Ii, New York and Pennsylvania the existing laws governing child labor have been 
materially improved. We can be engaged in no more praiseworthy work than losave thechildren, 
to protect their lives from the exploitation of avaricious employers, to gain for the children of 
our time and of the future, not only the right to live, but the right and opportunity of an educa- 
tion, of light and sunshine, and of play, that they may physically and mentally grow and m >rally 
expand, that they may become strong men and women of the future, ready to enjoy the privileges 
and perform the obligations devolving upon them in their time. 

INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING AND LABOR. 

The last convention directed me to make an investigation regarding the attitude of certain 
college professors and teachers in the public schools toward children of the working people and 
the economics of the day relating to labor. Early in the year I communicated with a number of 
persons, both connected and unconnected with the labor movement, and who were in position to 
accurately know. Although a large number of replies have not been received, yet those which 
have reached me concur in one way or another in the judgment expressed by Professor Edward W» 
Bemis, who answers my question as follows: 

(1) That many different points of view are honestly represented by our college and university 
teachers, and some are progressiva and seek to keep In touch with labor, monopoly, and taxation 
problems and kindred topics; while others are more interested in purely theoretic or historical 
subjects. 

(2) The average teacher does not have a chance to appreciate fully the industrial problems of 
the day. He is living on a fixed salary, which does not vary from year to year, while his position 
is comparatively fixed and independent of crises, strikes, trusts, etc., which so vitally enter into 
the life of the day. 

(3) He is usually connected with some institution which either obtains its funds from men of 
large wealth, who are making money rapidly in connection with special privileges, or he is in 
some State institution which depends for its financial development upon State legislatures, which 
in turn are largely controlled by corporate interests that have some ax to grind.. All this creates- 
an atmosphere of conservatism. The social relations of a college or university teacher areiikewise 
usually among those not largely in sympathy with the problems that you have in mind. 

(4) There has been, during the last ten years, a growing tendency among trustees of both 
public and private universities in selecting new men to take those who have not said or written 
anything likely to antagonize possible donors. Consequently, the men selected, while in most 
cases sincere men, are likely to be men of a conservative point of view along the line of applied 
economics. 

(5) Despite all these influences the college teacher inevitably imbibes some of the spirit of the 
age and can not teach his subject without calling attention to some of the best of the liberal books 
and articles bearing upon it. 

AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

It has been found impracticable for the auditing committee to meet exclusively at the city at 
which the convention is to be held. It now requires nearly two weeks' time for this committee to 
perform its duties, and the books of the American Federation of Labor can not be taken from head- 
quarters for two weeks in advance of the convention, and, perhaps, two weeks of the convention. 
I would therefore recommend that article 8, section 4, be so amended that the auditing committee 
may meet at such place as the president of the American Federation of Labor may direct and at 
such time prior to the convention as the president may determine is necessary for the proper- 
performance of the duty. 

ORGANIZERS-LABOR PRESS. 

Pursuant to your instructions, and because of them eans with which to carry them out, an 
additional number of special organizers was appointed during the year to carry on the work of 
bringing within the fold many of those who had theretofore been unattached to our organizations. 
In the past year, for special organizers, and contributing toward the expenses of volunteer 
organizers, we have expended $60,000 ; for printing, organizing literature, other than the American 
Federationist, together with cost of mailing and postage, approximately $15,000. This, supple- 
mented by the more systematic work of organizing by our international unions, has accomplished 
splendid results. 

We have received reports from but 254 of our more than 1,100 organizers, upon the number of 
local unions which they have formed for international unions within the past year. From these 
254 reports the following table of local unions is prepared, showing to which international unions 
these locals have been attached : 
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Plumbers and Gas Fitters 29 

Painters and Decorators 45 

Hod Carriers 14 

Wire and Metal Lathers 7 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters 57 

Brick and Tile 15 

Slate and Tile Roofers 2 

Tile Layers „...." 2 

Wood Workers 28 

Stone Cutters 8 

Bricklayers and Masons 24 

Plasterers 6 

Retail Clerks 61 

Allied Metal Mechanics 22 

blacksmiths 26 

.Boilermakers 17 

Electrical Workers 80 

Machinists 17 

Sheet Metal Workers 81 

Metal Polishers 7 

United Metal Workers 5 

Blast Furnace Workers 2 

Patternmakers 8 

Iron Molders 7 

iron and Steel Workers 2 

Stove Mounters 1 

Upholsterers 9 

Women's Label League 9 

Papermakers... 9 

Shingle Weavers.. 9 

Cigarmakers 8 

Maintenance of Way Employes 7 

Railway Clerks 7 

United Mine Workers 6 

•Coopers 6 

Bookbinders 5 

Bill Posters 5 

Ladies' Garment Workers 5 

Amalgamated Leather Workers 5 

Marble Workers 4 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods 4 

Printing Pressmen 4 

Railway Expressmen 3 

Quarrymen 3 



Sawsmiths 1 

Broommakers l 

Teamsters 75 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes 64 

Barbers ^. 36 

Meat Cutters ~ 29 

Steam Engineers #WM 26 

Textile Workers 25 

Laundry Workers 24 

Musicians 24 

Stationary Firemen 21 

Bakers 21 

Street Railway^ESmployes 20 

Car Workers „ 19 

Journeymen Tailors 19 

Longshoremen 18 

Interior Freight Handlers 17 

Horseshoers 15 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes 15 

Boot and Shoe Workers 14 

Mineral Mine Workers. 18 

Brewery Workers 11 

United Mine Workers 11 

Shipwrights, Joiners, etc 11 

Typographical Union 11 

Carriage and Wagon Workers 10 

Commercial Telegraphers 2 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers 2 

Amalgamated Glass Workers 2 

Seamen .. 2 

Coal Hoisting Engineers M 1 

Glass Bottle Blowers „ 1 

Paving Cutters 1 

Piano and Organ Workers 1 

Potters, Operative 1 

Powder Workers l 

Rubber Workers l 

Watch Case Workers 1 

Theatrical Stage Employes I 

Locomotive Engineers 1 

Railroad Conductors 1 

Railroad Trainmen l 

American Federation of Labor. 359 



Of course, this is but a small number of those unions which have been organized through the 
efficiency and activity of the American Federation of Labor organizers; and this will be more 
clearly demonstrated when it is pointed out that the charters issued by the American Federation 
of Labor are nearly all of them through the efforts of our organizers; that there were 1,313 local 
charters issued by us, yet the 254 organizers report but 359 of these unions organized by them to 
which charters were issued by the American Federation of Labor direct. The proportion of organ- 
izers not reporting the unions organized by them and chartered by us will indicate the number of 
unions organized, attached to their respective internationals and unreported in this table. 

In former reports I have taken occasion to commend the zeal of our organizers, both volun- 
teer and special. I can only reiterate and emphasize the deep obligation under which our move- 
ment must necessarily be to the men who bear the brunt of unwisdom and prejudice in going 
among the unorganized and carrying to them the word of welcome, of hope, and encouragement. 
Primarily the consciousness of having performed the high duty m the interests of the workers as 
well as of the entire human family must be their compensation and reward. We can but attest 
our appreciation of their work by co-operating with them so long as life and strength may be ours 
in the uplifting and ennobling work. 
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Nor can we be unmindful o. the splendid work done in advancing our cause by our official 
journals and the labor press generally. Often, under most adverse circumstances, under great 
effort and sacrifices, is the cause of labor defended and maintained. Though some have fallen by 
the way, others have stepped into the breach and proclaimed the doctrine of justice and fair-deal- 
ing for labor and enmity toward none. Despite the fact that ours is one among the youngest of 
industrial countries, and that our labor movement is therefore of comparatively recent growth anil 
development, yet no country can proudly boast of so large a number of magazines, official journals, 
and labor papers, or so ably conducted as is the labor press of America. Not merely as a platonic 
declaration, but as an earnest appreciation of the splendid service rendered our cause, our fellow- 
unionists, our fellow-workmen, friends, and sympathizers everywhere, should $ive the labor press 
unstinted support. 

THE AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 

The American Federationist, our official monthly magazine, is unquestionably now the 
standard publication in the economic world, and is so regarded by trade unionists and students, 
not only of our own country, but the world over. In correspondence with statistical and other 
departments of labor of the federal, state, and foreign governments it is accepted as the best and 
most accurate reflex of the American labor movement. College professors, students, and those 
called upon to debate the various and complex questions of trade union growth, principles, and 
philosophy, and those in our own ranks advocating upon the public platform the cause for which 
we stand, accept it as their text-book, guide, and teacher. Its columns are quoted and referred to 
in every standard work upon the labor problem, and, withal, it is an educator to the unorganized. 
Its articles, reports, and editorials are republished in the newspapers and magazines. It sets forth 
the thesis of labor; it is the educator of the unorganized, and it commands the respect even of 
our opponents. 

The contents of the magazine have grown from 288 pages in the first volume of 1894 to more 
than 1,000 pages in volume 9 of 1902, and 1,244 pages for the eleven months closing with the current 
number— November, 1903. With its extension in pages, it has been improved both in quality and 
variety of matter as well. 

We have published symposiums upon some of the most important features in connection 
with the labor movement and the labor problem. We have had contributions from the keenest 
thinkers and most competent writers. 

The department of reports from our organizers, officers of international and of local unions, 
forms a comprehensive review of the labor conditions throughout the country, giving the news 
from the field of industry obtainable in no other way and published nowhere else. Increases in 
wages, reduction of hours, improved conditions gained by strikes or without strikes, work done 
for union labels, unions organized during the preceding month, city ordinances or State laws 
passed affecting labor— these features are also exceedingly valuable to all who take an interest in 
the industrial affairs of our country. 

In order to secure these reports accurately and comprehensively, blanks are forwarded to all 
organizers, with return prepaid stamped envelope, and also to secretaries of unions, while considera- 
ble time and work are necessary for an intelligent digest and presentation of these reports for pub- 
lication, and these in themselves necessarily entail a considerable expenditure. 

Apart from the symposiums on various other topics, we have enlisted the co-operation of the 
officers of the international trade unions of the country, who have contributed succinct yet accu- 
rate and intelligent histories of the origin, the growth, and the work of the American trade union 
movement. These form a comprehensive insight into the history of the American labor move- 
ment. In the current number is published a review of the progress of the international trade 
union movement for the year. 

We have correspondents in England, Germany, and Austria, who regularly furnish us with a 
monthly letter and review of the trade union movement of their respective countries, and occa- 
sionally we receive correspondence from France, Italy, Spun, Australia, and other countries. 
The publication of these, together with all other matter in th? Au brican Federationist, gives to 
students a fair conception of the activity of our m wement t U • worl I ov ?r. 

It is not my desire to set forth either the merits, or, a« sone may b lleve, the demerits of the 
American Federationist, editorially considered, excvpt ti say this, that it hap been my 
constant aim to clearly set forth and defend the principles, the policy, the methods, and the eni ire 
aspirations for which we stand. Whatever criticism may be indulged in, no one, 1 think, can 
truthfully aver that there has been any equivocation or failure to assert our position upon any 
subject coming properly within the sphere of trade union activity. No one has dared assail our 
movement without the censure, the exposition, and the rebuke deserved. 
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In the American Federationist we publish all official matter, detailed financial state- 
ments of all inc >me and expenditures, circulars, appeals, notices, and other documents for the 
discussion and education of our fellow-workers and the general public. In the past fiscal year we 

have printed— „ 

Pages 

Secretary's monthly financial statement (composition, price and a half) 152 

Executive Council minutes 30 

Fair and unfair list, circulars, official notices, and labels 41 

Total pages 223 

The law requires that the secretary shall forward a copy of the American Federationist 
each month to the officer of every affiliated organization. A copy is also sent to each of the 
organizers of the American, Federation of Labor. All these are sent free, and no accounting to the 
credit side of the American Federationist for all these expenditures and cost is given. 

It should also be stated that up to the close of the fiscal year there was due to the American 
Federationist from outstanding debts, much of which has since been received, and all regarded 
as a safe asset, more than $9,500. 

The secretary quite properly feels that he has no authority to place a number of these expendi- 
tures and costs to the account of the American Federation of Labor. I am quite satisfied that 
many of them ought to be so accounted, and I, therefore, recommend that authority be given to 
the secretary to make such accounting for the future. These, together with new plans in contem- 
plation, will not only make the American Federationist self-supporting, but in due time be a 
source of revenue to the American Federation of Labor. 

But apart and beyond all these considerations, there is no question in the minds of any of our 
friends and fellow-unionists as to the effective work and agency the American Federationist 
is to our movement. 

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. 

For many years the American Federation of Labor has advocated the extension of the peo- 
ple's veto to practically all laws through the initiative and referendum. Two years ago in my 
annual report attention was directed to the way the referendum had been secured at Winnetka, 
Tils. That convention directed that the details be explained through the American Federa- 
tionist, which was done, and I am glad to report substantial progress. 

This Winnetka system, frequently termed [the Rule-of-Procedure system, has been adopted 
and is in successful operation to-day in Detroit, Mich.; Toronto, Canada ; Geneva, Ills.; Waco, 
Tex., and probably elsewhere. In Toronto and Geneva there is included a direct initiative. In 
Toronto and Waco this was installed by organized labor simply by questioning candidates. There 
was practically no expense and no partisan feeling. In State affairs, also, this idea has been 
making headway. Shortly after our convention of two years ago, at which the Winnetka system 
of questioning candidates was briefly outlined, the annual convention of the Missouri State Feder- 
ation of Labor provided that all the candidates for the legislature should be questioned as to 
whether, if elected, they would vote to give the people of the State an opportunity to vote upon a 
constitutional amendment for the initiative and referendum. Success has crowned the action of 
the State Federation of Labor. The amendment submitted, applies the direct initiative and 
optional referendum to constitutional, statutory, and municipal law. 

In Massachusetts the State Federation of Labor, with the assistance of the Grange, has 
secured the passage of a constitutional amendment for a modified form of the direct initiative to 
apply to the constitution of the State. The incoming legislature must approve the amendment 
before the people can vote upon it. 

In several other Commonwealths, last year, the State Federation of Labor, by questioning 
candidates as to submitting a constitutional amendment for the initiative and referendum, suc- 
ceeded in securing more than a majority in both houses ; but as half the senators held over, it will 
require another year to secure the necessary two-thirds vote. 

Last year the Missouri State Federation of Labor questioned the candidates for the National 
House and Senate as to whether, if elected, they would vote for rules of procedure for a people's 
veto and direct initiative, to be followed by constitutional amendment when practicable. Nine of 
the sixteen Congressmen elected answered in the affirmative, and in writing, as also did the newly 
elected Missouri Senator. In Illinois the newly elected Senator, in a letter, gave this pledge: **I 
favor any principle— I care not what it may be called— that will enlarge the power of the people on 
all questions, State and National, that affect the well-being of the citizens." 
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The effectiveness of questioning candidates as to popular issues which they are inclined to 
evade resulted in the approval of this non-partisan system by our last convention, and the ex- 
tension of the system to national questions. Resolutions 121 and 140 provide for a National system 
for questioning the legislative candidates of all the parties as to National issues. This system has 
been put into operation, the subject-matter at present being our eight-hour bill and the anti- 
injunction bill. I suggest that the convention emphasize the importance of further action on this 
subject. Resolution 121 provides that the Installation of the referendum and initiative in National 
affairs be also taken up. 

The secret ballot, an achievement of labor, is in line with our work, but the power of the 
party machine has developed, and to such an extent that the only practical way to re-establish the 
will of the people is for the people to extend their right to a direct vote on legislative questions— 
extend their veto power by means of the referendum, and establish a right to a direct initiative. 
This final power in the people in place of the party machine restores to the representatives a right 
to individual action, uninstructed, resulting in the passage of bills in the interest of the whole 
people. In short, representative government is restored and greatly improved. 

NECROLOGY. 

Several of our faithful fellow-workers and friends have passed the rubicon of the great beyond 
since last we met, fallen in the great struggle for humanity. Though our hearts may be sorely 
wounded by our losses by the hand of time and death, duty calls upon us and others to fall in and 
close ranks, and carry the banner of labor aloft and plant it upon the high towers of our work and 
aspirations, and unfurl it to the glad gaze of labor's expectant hosts. 

CONCLUSION. 

Before concluding this report, it was my Intention to enumerate some of the work and the 
duties which devolved upon me, but this 1 find to be out of the question. They are too b umerous even 
for enumeration or reference. In my report to the Scran ton convention I made mention of the ordi- 
nary duties of the President of the American Federation of Labor. In addition thereto has grown up 
a very large correspondence with students in all walks of life who are preparing themselves for a 
better understanding of the labor problem. Scarcely a day passes but that several letters are 
received containing numerous questions upon every phase of the labor movement and economic 
problems. Suffice it to say, that if the occupant of the position with which you have honored me 
desires to earnestly perform his duty at the office, in the field, responding to every possible call to 
be of assistance to our fellow-workers, the provision in the constitution referring to the President 
is aptly expressed where it says that " he shall be required to devote all his time to the interests of 
the Federation." 

I can say but this, that in my all-absorbing purpose to serve the cause faithfully, earnestly, 
and sincerely, I have not spared myself in any regard, and have given without limit whatever 
strength, physically or mentally, with which I am possessed. 

It is beyond my power to fittingly express in language to my fellow-unionists my high appre- 
ciation of the confidence which they have reposed in, and the respect which they have extended to 
me. My highest aim has always been, and will, I trust, always be, so long as life remains, to be of 
service to the greatest, noblest, all-inspiring work for the human family, the trade union move- 
ment of our country and time. For the hearty co-operation of my fellow-unionists everywhere, 
_ the men in official positions, the men in the ranks, I attest my grateful obligations ; and to you 
this report is submitted, conscious of its defects to record much that it should contain, in the sin- 
cere hope that the matters therein, together with comments and recommendations, may commend 
itself to your serious, earnest, and, I trust, favorable consideration, that after we have adjourned 
from the labors of this great gathering of the representatives of the toilers of our country, we shall 
have earned and deserved that highest enconium from our fellow-men to-day and in the time to 
come, " Well done, thou good and faithful servants." 

Fraternally submitted, 

SAM DEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 
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APPENDIX A. 

THE LABOR QUESTION IN THE PHILIPPINES. 

The complaint of the American and foreign merchants in these islands that the labor to be 
had here is altogether inadequate has become acute, and the chambers of commerce representing 
i he American, Spanish, English, German, and other foreign interests have seat a representative 
to the United States to invite an amendment to the present Congressional legislation which ex- 
tends the Chinese exclusion act applicable to the United States to these islands, on the ground that 
It is necessary to admit Chinese for the business development of this country. On the other hand,, 
it is quite apparent from the declarations of the Federal party and other political organizations in 
the Philippines, and from the vigorous manifesto of the only labor organization In the island, that 
there will be much opposition on the part of the Filipino people to the further admission of the 
I hluese. That this opposition has been chiefly to the competition which the Chinese have offered 
in the matter of stores and trading is obvious to any one who has looked into the question ; but it 
would be unwise to Infer from that that the introduction of Chinese laborers here would not be a 
very unpopular policy on the part of the Government. 

The Chinese laborer becomes a merchant within a year or two after he reaches these islands, 
and then begins a competition with the Filipino tradesmen which in the end drives a Filipino out 
of business. Were there unlimited Chinese immigration into these islands I do not doubt that 
the tendency would be to relegate the Filipino to the position which the Malay occupies in the 
Straits Settlements. Most of the avenues of business would be commanded by the Chinamen as 
they now are in Singapore and the Straits Settlements, and the islands would ultimately become 
rather a Chinese country than a Filipino country. It is doubtless true that, were the doors open 
and the Chinamen allowed to come in freely, it would tend toward a much more rapid commercial 
and industrial development of these islands than we are now likely to have; but in this respect 
I think the merchants and others interested would be disappointed in the trend which affairs 
would take. It has not been possible in Borneo to Introduce the Chinamen into the fields. He 
has declined to become a farmer or a farm laborer In that island ; and as the conditions are very 
similar to those which prevail here, we may expect the same result. There are to-day, although 
there maybe 150,000 Chinamen in the islands, but very few engaged either in farming or in laboring 
upon farms. The attention of the Chinamen is given either to coolie labor or skilled labor in cities* 
or to the tending of stores and to commercial business. It is quite possible that the admission of 
Chinamen would reduce the wages of the stevedores, of the domestic servants, and of coolies in the 
cities ; but there is grave reason for doubting how efficient the Chinamen may be in the carrying 
on of farming operations. 

During the year 1902 there has been a movement for the organization of labor in the city of 
Manila, which doubtless will spread to other parts of the islands. It has been regarded, because of 
abuses which have crept in, as an unmixed evil. I can not think it to be so. If properly directed, 
it may greatly assist what is absolutely necessary here, to wit, the organization of labor and the giving 
to the labor! ng class a sense of the dignity of labor and of their independence. Labor organization 
in the city of Manila is very much opposed to the introduction of Chinese labor, and their declara- 
tions upon this point will find ready acquiescence in the minds of all Filipinos with but few excep- 
tions. The truth is, that from a political standpoint the unlimited introduction of Chinese into 
these islands would be a great mistake. I believe the objection on the part of the Filipinos to such^ 
a course to be entirely logical and justified. The development of these islands by Chinamen would 
oe at the expense of the Filipino people, and they may very well resent such suggestion. The 
merchants and others who wish to invest here must take into consideration that labor is always 
likely, for some time, to be more expensive in these islands than it is in the Uuited States per unit 
of product of labor. 

Another phase of the labor question which does not seem to have had its proper weight with 
the merchants of Manila in their demand for the admission of Chinese coolies is the great obstacle 
which such a policy would present to the opening by the United States of Its markets to Philippine 
products. The existence of cheap Chinese labor in these islands would furnish the strongest and 
most taking argument to those whose interests lead to their opposition to the reduction of the 
tariff, that the reduction would bring American labor and its products into direct competition 
with cheap Chinese labor and its products in these islands. 

The evidence with respect to the efficiency and quantity of Filipino labor is quite conflicting. 
I append as exhibits (F 1 and F 2) to my report, the reports of Major Aleshire and Captain Butt 
in the quartermaster's department of the United States Army, who have had large numbers of 
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Filipino laborers under their control and who have been quite successful in making them useful. 
I append also the report of the municipal board, and report of the city engineer of Manila, who 
has employed a great many Filipinos constantly, and whose evidence, generally, supports that of 
Major Aleshire and Captain Butt. I append also, marked Exhibit F, the last report of the engineer 
upon the Benguet Road, which shows very great discouragement in the use of Filipinos for the 
construction of public works in the country. 

I ought to add, on the other hand, that the manager of the Manila and Dagupan Railway 
Company has informed me that his road was constructed by Filipino labor almost entirely, except 
that at one time they brought in quite a number of Chinese for the construction of bridges and the 
work upon the piers. The Chinese did not prove to be satisfactory, and Filipino laborers had to be 
substituted. On the other hand, the merchants of Manila claim that they find it very difficult to 
secure satisfactory labor, or constant labor, and that the rates of wages are absurdly high. It is 
to be taken into consideration that these comparisons of wages and labor are made as to the effici- 
ency with American labor, and as to reasonableness of price with the very low wages paid to 
Chinamen in Hong Kong. Everything is high in Manila. The cost of living is very high, and it is 
not surprising that the cost of labor should have risen. The very great increase in the foreign com- 
merce and coastwise trade in these islands, together with the needs of the army and insular gov- 
ernment, has caused a corresponding increase in the demand for all kinds of labor in and about 
commerce, so that the increase in wages and failure of the local labor supply are easily understood. 

I do not think it would be Just to the Filipinos, or a proper course for America in the develop- 
ment of this country, to do more than to extend to the commission the power to admit, upon 
reasonable restrictions, a certain limited number of skilled Chinese laborers, who may contribute to 
the construction of buildings and the making of other improvements, and who at the same time, by 
their labor, may communicate to Filipino apprentices the skill which the Filipinos so easily acquire 
Such skilled laborers might be admitted under bond of their employers that they shall be returned 
to China at the end of three or five years, the bond containing a provision also that for every 
Chinaman Imported and employed a Filipino apprentice should be employed. Further than this 
it seems to me that it would be unwise to go. But such a provision would probably bring about 
the establishment of ship yards here and other enterprises that now are impossible in the Philippines 
because the proper skilled labor is not to be had. 

I am myself by no means convinced that Filipino labor may not be rendered quite useful. 
The conditions of war and of disturbance throughout the islands for six years have led the men to 
form loafing and gambling habits, and have interfered with their regular life of industry. Where 
such restlessness prevails, industry is apt to be absent. The Filipino laborers must be given three 
or four years before an intelligent and Just verdict can be pronounced upon their capacity for 
effective labor. I am confident that it would be greatly better than the suffering merchants of 
Manila anticipate. 

A Just view of the future of labor in these islands can not be taken without considering the 
dependent condition of the Filipino laborers in Spanish times. Much of the labor was then 
forced, and there was not.a single circumstance that gave dignity to it. The transition from 
such conditions to one where the only motive is gain must necessarily be attended with difficulty ; 
but when the laborer shall come to appreciate his independence, when he shall know that his 
labor is not to be a badge of peonage and slavery, when American influences shall make him 
understand the dignity and importance attaching to labor under a free government, we may 
expect a great change for the better 'in the supply and character of labor. (Report of Governor 
Taft, October 1, 1902, to Philippine Commission.) 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 



To the Officers and Delegates of the Twenty-third Annual Convention of the American Federation ot 
Labor: 

Fellow Workmen— I have the honor to submit to you report for the receipts and expendi- 
tures for the past twelve months, beginning October 1, 1902, and ending September 80, 1908. 

It is with pardonable pride that I submit my report for the past fiscal year. In every par- 
ticular it surpasses all previous records. The increase in membership for the past twelve months 
reached 440,800— a gain of nearly 60 per cent. The gain has been so unusual that it has led some to 
believe that the wage-workers are being organized too rapidly. A careful reading of the reports, 
which have been tabulated, will disclose the fact that the increase has been distributed among 113 
international organizations and the local unions directly affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor. The international organizations, as well as the American Federation of Labor, are in a 
better condition to protect their members than heretofore. 

The affiliated organizations of the American Federation of Labor reported and paid upon 
1,745,270 members for the month of September. The average membership for the twelve months 
ending September 80, was 1,465,800, as against 1,025,300 last year, and 265,800 in 1897. 

The increase of the per capita tax at the Scran ton convention, and the remarkable increase 
In membership during the past year, will increase receipts and enable the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor to place a still larger number of organizers in the field to strengthen local 
onions and adjust grievances. 

Through its defense fund, for local trade and federal labor unions, the officers of the American 
Federal ion of Labor are in a position to give protection to very nearly 100,000 members. The inter- 
national organizations have strengthened their lines of defense, and are to-day in a better position 
to protect their members than they have been in the past. 

While the amount of money in the general fund upon the 1st of October this year is less 
than it was last year, yet, with $22,616.72 in the general and 163,396.40 in the defense fund, the 
American Federation of Labor has a greater amount in its treasury than ever before in its history, 
finding the last month of the fiscal year with a membership Of 1,745,270, the amount of per capita 
tax for the coming year will be much in excess of that of the past, and will enable the officers of 
the Federation to map out and carry forward a campaign to strengthen the unions now in existence 
a^nd press the work of organizing in the unorganized districts, and place additional organizers in 
the West, South, and particularly in the great industrial centers where there are thousands upon 
thousands of wage-workers who do not understand the first rudiments of the benefits of the 
trade union, and who are to-day awakening to the fact that through the trade union they can 
secure improved conditions. 

Total receiptswere $247,802.96, divided as follows: Per capita tax, $124,950.58 ; supplies, $35,141.35 ; 
American Federationiat, $27,718.43 ; assessment, $19.45; defense fund, $49,663.40; premium on bond?, 
$529 ; appeal rand, $9,780.75. 

The expenses were $196,015.57, $51,787.39 less than the receipts. The receipts from per capita 
tax show a gain of $15,847.46 over that received during the eleven months of last year. Receipts 
from supplies show an increase of $9,257.06. Amount received from American Federationiat shows 
increase of $10,548.78. 
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The following is a report of receipts and expenses for the twelve months, which have been 
published in detail in the American Federationist, and copy forwarded to each union: 

RECEIPTS. 



Mini tli. 



1902, 

October 

November 

December.......... 

1903, 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

Total 



Tax. 



812,765 65 
6,701 25 
6,324 31 



6,352 

7,177 
11,867 

9,490 
14,521 

8,686 

9,400 
14,546 
17,215 



124,950 58 



Federa- Assess- Defense 
Supplies. tionist ment , fund . 



$2,505 44 

3,130 92 
3,564 50 



2,806 

2,ti!HI 

3,166 
3,620 
3,229 
3,098 
2,555 
3,009 
1,755 



35,141 35 



$2,393 42 
2,587 72 
2,071 05 



1,133 99 

828 36 

2,037 98 

1,670 05 

1,174 74 

995 45 

756 82 

2,051 12 

10,017 73 



27,718 43 



$5 30 
7 55 
2 15 



4 45 



19 45 



$3,816 19 
3,781 48 
3,953 29 



3,947 35 
8,545 25 
4,811 75 
4,902 26 
4,150 23 
4,209 70 
4,189 90 
3,798 95 
4,557 05 



49,663 40 



Pre- Appeal 
mium. fund. 



$110 50 
172 50 
53 25 
50 75 
40 00 
56 50 
45 50 



529 00 



$9,172 10 
502 95 



105 70 



9,780 75, 



EXPENSES. 










Month. 


General. 


Federa- 
tion! st. 


Defense 
fund. 


Pre- 
mium. 


Appeal 
fund. 


1902. 
October , 


$8,901 75 
9,524 25 
10,277 79 

9,580 28 
10,255 98 
16,184 44 

9,620 74 
16,740 67 

9,520 55 
11,911 56 
11,606 49 
12,227 04 


$7,156 86 
1,763 80 
3,323 89 

596 96 

2.259 07 
8,478 29 

367 36 

4.260 75 
4,541 04 
2,500 46 
3,191 46 
4,443 74 








November . * 








December 








1903. 
January..... 








February » 








March 








April 


$450 00 






May 


$250 40 
59 20 


$9,172 10 
502 95 


Juue.... 


1,196 00 
1,604 00 
1,500 00 
1,940 00 


July 




August 







September... 




105 70 








Total , 


136,351 54 


42,883 68 


6,690 00 


309 60 


9,780 75 







73 



247,802 96 



RECAPITULATION 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand October 1. 1902 

Per capita tax $124,960 66 

Supplies 86,14186 

American Federationist 27,718 48 

Assessment 19 46 

Defense fund 49,668 40 

Premium 629 00 

Appeal fund , 9,780 75 



EXPENSES. 

General $136,851 54 

American Federationist 42,883 68 

Defense fund 6,690 00 

Premium 809 60 

Appeal fund 9,780 75 

196,015 57 

Balance on hand, October 1, 1908 86,013 12 

In General Fund $22,616 72 

In Defense Fund 63,396 40 

$86Toi3 12 
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Following is the grouping, as near as possible, under their several heads of the detailed 
monthly expenses : 
Appropriations : 

Amalgamated Rubber Workers* Union $50 00 

Georgia State Federation of Labor 100 00 

Mrs. J. F. O'Sullivan 260 00 

Glove Workers' Union 100 00 

International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 400 00 

International Association of Glass House Employes 100 00 

Federal Labor Union, No. 7295 100 00 

Canadian Labor Congress 600 00 

Texas Btate Branch 110 00 

National Association of Blast Furnace Workers 100 00 

Tennessee State Branch 60 00 

International Union Horseshoers 600 00 

International Shingle Weavers' Union 200 00 

Railway Clerks* International Union 300 00 

Brotherhood of Railway Expressmen 100 00 

Federal|Labor Union, No. 10351 22 80 

Quarry Workers' Union , .. 200 00 

Iron and Heavy Hardware Employes, No. 10532 40 00 

International Union Horseshoers 186 00 

Contributiun to International Metal Trades Council 200 00 

Rent 1,775 00 

Refund of charter fees returned, customs duties, supplies returned, and excess per capita 

tax „ 297 56 

Premiums: 

Secretary's bond 20 00 

Treasurer's bond 75 00 

Fire insurance 15 00 

Bonds, locals 809 60 

Protested checks, Riggs' Bank 83 70 

Legal services 125 00 

Newspapers and magazines 169 54 

Stamped envelopes 1,498 00 

Freight and express 3,161 28 

Telegrams and car tickets 1,262 67 

Supplies for affiliated unions 15,645 45 

Postage stamps........ 8,367 60 

Special delivery stamps 70 00 

Expenses members attending Executive Council meeting 2,914 80 

Legislative expenses 1,426 82 

Office fixtures ...„ 1,297 74 

Organizing literature and printing. 2,207 55 

New Orleans convention : 

Incidental expenses 74 80 

Stenographers 194 44 

Services as messenger, sergeant-at-arms, and postmaster 284 00 

Rent of hall. „ 210 00 

Printing and supplies 190 68 

Printing proceedings 2,895 77 

Expenses President and Secretary attending convention 121 85 

Salary: 

President 2,775 00 

Secretary 2,325 00 

Treasurer 200 CO 

Clerk hire 7,283 14 

Stenographers 12,685 95 

Janitor service... 21 50 

Office supplies and printing 3,705 73 

Printing officers' reports for Louisville convention 440 80 

Legislative printing * , 89 50 

Deposit on rent of hall for convention at Boston 100 00 

Postal cards 202 50 

Expenses: 

President 1,406 42 

Secretary 133 29 

Expenses fraternal delegates 897 20 

Executive Council meetings 105 20 

Auditing and credential committee 169 66 

Incidental ; meeting of Executive Council, committee room, telegrams, stamps, etc.. 79 31 

Defense fund 6,690 00 

Appeal fund 9,780 75 

Organizing expenses 60,798 29 

Printing and publishing^zneriean Federationist 42,883 68 

Total.... $196,015 57 



Digitized by 



Googk 



40 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



CHARTER FEES. 

During: the twelve months ending September 80, 19C8, fees have been received for 1,883 charters 
ued to National, Mtate, Central, Local Trade, and Federal Labor Unions. 

Of thi> number 20 were granted to the following National and International Unions: 

I in i n.i i tonal Union of Flour and Cereal Mill Employes. 

National Union of (Shipwrights, Joiners, and Caulkers of America. 

Amalgamated Rubber Workers' Union of America. 

< >rder of Commercial Telegraphers. 

(il-.v< WoikerV International Union of America. 

i ut'iior freight Handlers and Warehousemen's Union of America. 

International Association of Glass House Employes. 

,\u ionai Alliance of Bill Posters and Blllers of America. 

Macbme Textile Printers' Association of America. 

Int rnational Shingle Weavers' Union of America. 

1 .1 rnational Watch-Case Makers' Union. 

Intern tiou .1 Hod Carriers and Building Laborers' Union of America. 

International Association of Railway Clerks. 

Brotherhood of Railway Expressmen of America. 

International Union of Elevator Constructors. 

International Slate and Tile Roofers' Union of America. 

I nUr national Union of Slate Quarrymen, Splitters, and Cutters. 

International Brotherhood of Tip Printers. 

American Brotherhood of Cement Workers. 

Quarry men's International Union of North America. 

State Branches as follows : Rhode Island, West Virginia and Vermont 

City Central Bodies as follows : 



Alabama, 

Gadsden, 

Sheffield, 

Mobile, 

Decatur, 

Mobile. 
Arkansas, 

Little Rock, 

Fort Smith, 

Hot Springs, 

Pine Bluff 
California, 

Salinas, 

Watsonville, 

Pethluma, 

Santa Cruz. 
Connecticut. 

New Britain, 

Middletown, 

Stamford, 

Bridgeport. 
Florida, 

West Palm beach, 

Fernandlna. 
Hawaii Territory, 

Honolulu. 
Illinois. 

Jacksonville. 

Pinckneyville, 

Carbon dale, 

Johnson City, 

Charleston, 

Mattoon, 

East Chicago, 

Bloomington, 

Carterville, 

Desoto, 

Dixon, 

Pontiac, 

Decatur, 

Dekalb and Syca- 
more, 

Rata via, 

Blue Island, 

Harrisburg, 

Tr. nton, 

K taunt on. 

Mount Olive, 

Savanna, 

Mt. Carmel, 

Metropolis, 

Paris. 
Indiana, 

Matthews, 

Shelbyville, 



Indiana— Continued. 

Laporte, 

Clay at y, 

Hartford City, 

Jeffersonville, 

Posey County, 

Michigan City, 

Jasonville, 

Bedford. 
Indian Territory, 

Ardmore, 

Coal gate, 

Wilburton, 

Chickasha. 
Iowa, , 

Sioux City, 

Oeiweln, 

Creston, 

Mason City, 

Davenport. 
Kansas, 

Independence, 

Emporia, 

Junction City, 

Chanute. 
Kentucky, 

Ashland, 

Wheatcroft, 
Louisiana, 

Lake Charles. 
Maine, 

Augusta, Hallowell 
and Gardiner, 

Rumford Falls, 

Bath, 

Bangor. 
Maryland, 

Cumberland, 

Hagerstown. 
Massachusetts, 

Maiden, 

Gardner, 

Leominster, 

Rockland. 
Michigan, 

Petoskey, 

Port Huron, 

Manistee, 

Pontiac, 



Ypsilanti, 
Wyandotte, 
Escanaba, 
Adrian. 
Three Rivers, 
Mt. Clemens. 



Minnesota, 

St. Cloud. 
Mississippi, 

McComb, 

Jackson, 

Vicksburg. 
Missouri, 

Jefferson City, 

Novinger. 
Montana, 

Havre. 
Nebraska, 

Nebraska City. 
Nevada, 

Reno. 
New Hampshire, 

Keene, 

Berlin. 
New Jersey, 

Atlantic City, 

Camden, 

Vineland. 
New Mexico, 

Roe well, 

Albuquerque. 
New York, 

Ballston Spa, 

Kingston, 

Ilion, 

Sandy Hill, 

Herkimer, 

Niagara Falls, 

Fort Edward, 

Penn Yan, 

Glens Falls, 

Yon k ers, 

Corinth, 

Salamanca, 

Port Jervis, 

Ticonderoga, 

Brooklyn, 

Coboes. 
North Carolina, 

Durham, 

Rocky mount. 
Ohio, 

Wellsville, 

Ma rion, 

Norwalk, 

Bellefontaine, 

Fremont, 

Rpringfl Id, 

Wayne County, 

St. Marys, 

Ken' on. 



Ohio— Continued. 

Delaware, 

Middletown, 

Portsmouth, 

Cambridge. 
Oklahoma Territory, 

Guthrie, 

Enid, 

Lawton, 
Ontario, Canada, 

Sarnia. 
Oregon, 

Sumpter, 

Pendleton. 
Pennsylvania, 

Columbia. 

M eye r8d ale, 



TituBvllle, 

Newcastle, 

St. Mary's, 

Clearfield, 

Harrisburg, 

Phi lips burg, 

Honesdaie, 

Stroudsburg and 
East Stroudsburg. 
Porto Rico, 

Aguadilla. 
Rhode Island, 

Newport, 

Westerly. 
Texas, 

Beaumont. 
Vermont, 

Middlebury. 

Bellows Falls. 
Virginia, 

Lynchburg. 
Washington, 

Everett, 

Walla Walla. 
West Virginia, 

Morgantown, 

Parkers burg, 

Charleston, 

H in ton. 
Wisconsin, 

Lake Geneva, 

Depere, 

Chippewa Falls, 

Watertown. 
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44 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

American Federation of Labor (Trade and Federal Labor Unions).— Gain In membership 
daring fiscal year, 15,000; number of charters issued, 1,822 ; number of charters surrendered, 1,043; 
number of strikes, 84; won, 49; compromised, 21 ; lost, 14; pending, 5; number of persons involved, 
6,353 j benefited, 6,785; worsted, 1,679 ; cost of strikes, $19,278.05. 

Tbe following tabulated statements give in detail the gain in wages, reduction in hours of 
labor, number of strikes, number of persons involved, and cost of strikes: 

- One hundred and fifty-seven Trade and Federal Labor Unions reported gains in wages. Of 
these— 

82 reported gains of from 2% to 10 per cent. 
12 reported gains of from 10 to 25 per cent. 
8 reported gains of from 25 to 50 per cent. 

00 reported gains of from 5 to 25 cents per day. 

28 reported gains of from 25 to 75 cents per day. 
4 reported a gain of $1 per day. 

12 reported a gain of from 1% cent to 15 cents per hour. 

6 reported a gain of from $1.25 to $2 per week. 

Of the 92 local Trade and Federal Labor Unions reporting a reduction in the hours of labor— 

14 reported reductions up to one hour per day. 

76 reported reductions of from 1 to 4 hours per day. 
reported reductions of from 1 to 5 hours per week. 

Sixty-one unions reported a total number of 81 strikes. Of these— 
48 reported 1 strike each. 

8 reported 2 strikes each. 

2 reported 8 strikes each. 

3 reported from 4 to 5 strikes each. 

Of the 61,unions reporting strikes— 

S3 reported having won 1 strike each. 

7 reported having won 2 stri kes each. 
1 reported having won 3 strikes. 

Out of a total of 61 unions reporting strikes only— 

9 reported having suffered 1 strike lost each. 
1 reported having suffered 5 strikes lost. 

15 reported having compromised 1 strike each. 
3 reported having compromised 2 strikes each. 
6 strikes are still pending. 

A careful study of the above-tabulated statements in regard to strikes will show that 55 per 
cent of the strikes entered into by Trade and Federal Labor Unions for better wages and better 
conditions of employment resulted in victory to the unions; that 23 per cent were compromised, 
but which resulted in benefits to the unions; that about 6 per cent were still pending settlement 
on the 1st of October, 1903, and that only 15 per cent were lost to the unions. 

The total number of persons involved in the 84 strikes was 6,355, distributed as follows : 
42 unions reported from 1 to 100 persons involved. 

12 unions reported from 100 to 500 persons involved. 
1 union reported 650 persons involved. 

1 union reported 2,500 persons involved. 

Of the total number of persons involved in the strikes, 6,785 were benefited, distributed as 
follows : 

29 unions reported from 1 to 100 persons benefited. 
14 unions reported from 100 to 500 persons benefited. 

1 union reported 600 persons benefited. 
1 union reported 2,500 persons benefited. 

Out of a total number of 6,355 persons involved in the strikes, only 1,679 were reported worsted. 

13 unions reported from 1 to 100 persons worsted. 

1 union reported 1,400 persons worsted. 

These tables show that nearly 77 per cent of the persons involved in strikes carried on by 
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local Trade and Federal Labor Unions were benefited ; that nearly 2 per cent are unaccounted for 
and that only about 21 per cent were worsted. 

The total amount of money expended by Trade and Federal Labor Unions In strikes during 
the last fiscal year amounts to $19,278.05. This amount was reported by unions as follows : 

13 unions report strikes costing up to $100. 

14 unions report strikes costing from $100 to $500. 
1 union reports strikes costing $617.30. 

5 unions report strikes costing from $1,000 to $5,000. 

INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 

Actors.— Charters issued, 8; gain in membership, 100. Number of strikes, 3; won, 2; pending, 1. 
Donations to other unions, furnished talent gratis to 37 labor organizations. 

Allied Metal Mechanics.— Charters issued, 77; surrendered, 15. Gain in membership, 9,000. Number 
of strikes, 34; won, 30; compromised, 2. Number of persons involved, 6,000; benefited, 6,000. 
Advantages gained without strikes, increase in pay and reduction in the hours of labor for 
about 3,000. Cost of strikes, $5,000. 

Bakers —Charters issued, 115; surrendered, 16. Gain in membership, 7,638. Number of strikes, 35; 
won, 23; compromised, 4 ; lost, 1 ; pending, 10. Number of persons involved in strikes, 3,464 ; 
benefited, 2,267 ; worsted, 897. Gain in wages, about 20 per cent. Reduction in hours, 1% 
hour per day. Gains in other respects, established day work in three large cities and use of 
the union label. Cost of strikes, $9,300, and $375 to the sufferers in Kansas City, Mo., and East 
St. Louis, 111. Death benefits, $448.15. Death benefits, members' wives, $150. Sick benefits, 
$2,425.33. Donations to other unions, $500. 

Barbers.— Charters issued, 136 ; surrendered, 14. 

Bill Posters and Billers of America.— Charters issued, 18 ; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 
1,000. Number of strikes, 3; won, 2; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 350; benefited, 
320; worsted, 30. Total gains in wages, $23,000 a year on two strikes. Reduction in hours, cut 
out night and Sunday work and secured double time for holidays and Sundays. Cost of strikes, 
$2,000. Death benefits, $300. S}ck benefits, $500. Donations to other unions, $200. 

Blacksmiths.— Charters issued, 130; surrendered, 10. Gain in membership, 8,000. Number of strikes, 
4; won, 4. Number of persons involved, 400; benefited, 400. Gain in wages, about 10 percent. 
Reduction in hours, 1 hour per day. Gains in other respects, substantial gains in shop condi- 
tions. Cost of strikes, $10,000. 

Blast Furnace Workers and Smelters.— Charters issued, 15; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 
500. Number of strikes, 5; won, 3; compromised, 1 ; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 
700; benefited, 600; worsted, 100. Total gains in wages, 15 per cent, Ironton, Ohio. Reduction in 
hours, 8-hour workday in Missouri. Advantages gained without strikes, 10 per cent in several 
places. 

Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders.— Charters Issued, 171 ; reissued, 22 ; surrendered, 21. Gain 
in membership, 8,855. Number of strikes, 78 ; won, 60; compromised, 15 ; lost, 3. Number of 
persons involved in strikes, 9,872; benefited, 15,670; worsted, 380. Gains in wages, 10 percent 
to 20 percent in 103 cities. Reduction in hours, 1 hour per day in 23 cities, 2 hours per day in 
12 cities. Gains in other respects, regulating apprentices and shop rules and regulations. Cost 
of strikes, $67,405.53. Advantages gained without strikes, 10 to 20 per cent in 8 cities, and 1 hour 
less per day. Donations to other unions, $850. 

Bookbinders.— Charters issued, 22 ; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 2,438. Number of strikes, 
15; won, 13; pending, 2. Number of persons involved, 474; benefited, 1,472. Gains in wages, 
$1 to $5 per week. Reduction in hours, 97 men gained one hour per day. Cost of strikes, 
$9,696. Advantages gained without strikes, for 700 men in Chicago ; 500 men in New York. 
Death benefits, $3,400; donations to other unions, $1,100. 

Boot and Shoe Workers.— Charters issued, 85; surrendered, 20. Gain in membership, 15,601. Number 
of strikes, 8; won, 5; pending, 1; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 1,285; benefited, 1,085; 
worsted, 50; cost of strikes, $38,521.25. Advantages gained without strikes, increase of wages, 
shorter hours and better system. Death benefits, $5,400; sick benefits, $53,404.22; donations 
to other unions, $21,0GO. 

Brewery Workers.— Charters issued, 53. Gain in membership, 2,500. Number of strikes, 4; won, 3; 
lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,800; benefited, 600; worsted, 1,200. Gain in wages, 5 to 
10 per cent. Reduction of hours, 10 to 9, and 9 to 8 hours. Cost of strikes, $46,380. Traveling 
benefits, $12,702; unemployed benefits, $20,000. Donations to other unions, $112,000. 
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Brick, Tile, and Terra Gotta Workers.— Charters issued, 69; surrendered, 2. Qain in membership, 
8,834. Number of strikes, 16; won, 12; compromised, 2; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 
5,800; benefited, 750; worsted, 80. Gain in wages, 6 per cent Cost of strikes, $28,760. Advan- 
tages gained without strikes, shorter hours. 

Broom makers.— Charters issued, 80; surrendered, 13. Gain in membership, 1,100. Number of 
strikes, 10 ; won, 8 ; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 200 ; benefited, 140 ; worsted, 60. Gain 
in wages, 15 per cent. Gains in other respects, better conditions. Cost of strikes, $350. 

Carpenters and Joiners, Brotherhood.— Charters issued, 543; surrendered, 79; gain in membership, 
88,602. Number of strikes, 185; won, 134; compromised, 29; lost, 7; pending, 15; number of 
persons involved, 49,000; cost of strikes, $156,992.18. Death benefits, $149,194.12; death I benefits, 
members' wives, $19,965; donations to other unions, $29,412.16. 

Carpenters, Amalgamated Society.— Charters Issued, 17; surrendered, 2; gain in membership, 2,010. 
Number of strikes, numerous; number of persons involved, 1,500; lost, 3; cost of strikes, 
$16,645. Advantages gained without strikes, 5 cents per hour and reduction in working day. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers.— Charters issued, 27. Gain in membership, 1,503. Number of strikes, 
8; won, 5; compromised, 2 ; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 2,773 ; benefited, 1,964. Total 
gain in wages, 7% per cent. Reduction of hours, 1 hour in seven cities where strikes were on. 
Cost of strikes, $7,841. Advantages gained without strike, the nine-hour day in twelve cities. 
Donations to other unions, $300. 

Carvers, Wood.— Charters issued, 2; gain in membership, 276. Number of strikes, 53; won, 25; com- 
promised, 5; lost 21; number of persons involved, 243; cost of strikes, $5,589.13. Death benefits, 
$3,550. Amount expended for tool Insurance, $689.70. 

Car Workers.— Charters issued, 130 ; surrendered, 7. Gain in membership, 14,095. Number of strikes, 
11 ; won, 11. Number of persons involved, 2,542 ; benefited, 2,542. Total gain in wages, 12% per 
cent. Advantages gained without strikes, nearly every lodge has reached agreement with 
employers, bettering their conditions and increasing their wages. 

Cement Workers.— Gain in membership, 5,500. Donations to other unions, not any by A. B. of C, 
but a large amount aggregating nearly $5,000 by various locals. 

Chain makers.— Charters surrendered, 1; number of strikes, 1; number of persons involved, 25; 
gains in other respects, 5 per cent in wages, compromised without strike ; cost of strikes, 
$1,205. 

Cigarmakers.— Charters issued, 56; surrendered, 13; gain in membership, 8,751. Number of strikes, 
147; won, 132; compromised, 10; lost, 5; number of persons involved, 9,251, 8,165 unionists, 1,086 
non-unionists. Benefited, 9,186; worsted, 65; gain in wages, 10 per cent to 30 per cent; cost of 
strikes, $20,752.12. Death benefits, $130,000; death benefits, members' wives, $3,576.00; sick 
benefits, $131,482.14; traveling expenses, $44,157.68; unemployed benefits, $5,472.37. 

Clerks, Retail.— Charters issued, 250; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 20,000. Number of 
strikes, 2 ; won, 2. Number of persons involved in strikes, 250; benefited, 250. Reduction in 
hours, 14 hours per week. Gains in other respects, recognition. Cost of strikes, $1,000. Advan- 
tages gained without strikes, shortening hours. Death benefits, members' wives, $6,500. 

"floth Hat and Cap Makers.— Charters issued, 14 ; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 559. Number 
of strikes, 6; won, 6. Number of persons involved in strikes, 1,800; benefited, 2,500. 
Gain in wages, 12% per cent; reduction in hours, 1 hour per day by certain locals. 
Gains in other respects, certain locals one-half day Saturday during summer months. 
Cost of strikes, $10,000 in New York City alone. Advantages gained without strikes, 
increase of wages. We had strikes in nearly every local this year, and we were successful all 
along the line. Certain strikes were to force non-union capmakers to Join our organization, 
but most of the strikes were for increase of wages, which were gained by tbe entire member- 
ship, although only two-thirds were engaged in the struggle. The amount of six strikes given 
is only the amount where the duration of the strike lasted over one week. 

Coopers.— Charters issued, 35 ; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 1,800. Number of strikes, 23 ; 
won, 13; compromised, 6; lost, 4. Number of persons involved, 580; benefited, 440. Gain in 
wages, 8 per cent; reduction of hours, 5 per cent. Cost of strikes, $1,987.37. Gains without 
strikes, 75 per cent gained by peaceful means. 

Electrical Workers.— Charters issued, 165; surrendered, 34. Gain in membership, 14,000. Number of 
strikes, 46; won, 40; compromised, 2 ; lost, 4. Number of persons involved, 10,000; benefited, 
8,000 ; worsted, 2,000. Gains in wages, 25 per cent. Reduction of hours, 1 hour. Cost of strikes, 
$6,296.35. Advantages gained without strikes, shorter hours. Death benefits, $8,700. 

Elevator Constructors.— Charters issued, 8. Gain in membership, 621. Number of strikes, 3 ; com- 
promised, 3. Number of persons involved, 799. Advantages gained without strikes, 10 per cent 
increase in wages. 
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Engineers, Coal Hoisting.— Charters issued, 13; surrendered, 10. Gain in membership, 50. Advan- 
tages gained without strikes, average increase in wages of $8 per month in the State of Indiana- 
Sick benefits, 1300. Donations to other unions, $850. 

.Engineers, Steam.— Charters issued, 98; surrendered, 14. Gain in membership, 9,055. Advantages 
gained without strike, shorter hours and increase in wages. 

Engravers, Watch Case.— Gain in membership, 20. Number of strikes compromised, 1. Total 
gain in wages, 10 per cent. Death benefits, $825; traveling benefits, $250. Donations to other 
unions, $500. 

Firemen, Stationary.— Charters issued, 109; surrendered, 7. Gain in membership, 12,000. Number 
of strikes, 18; won, 15; compromised, 2; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 7,946; 
benefited, 7,874. Gains in wages, 15 to 50 per cent. Reduction in hours, in every case from 12 
to 8. Cost of strikes, $11,725. Advantages gained without strikes, better conditions for 6,000. 
Donations to other unions, $1,500. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes.— Charters issued, 74; surrendered, none. Gain in membership, 
3,400. Number of strikes, 6 and 1 pending; won, 4; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Number of persons 
involved, 2,250; benefited, 175; worsted, 100. Gain in wages, 30 per cent. Reduction in hours, 
33% per cent reduction for 1,000 men. Gains in other respects, recognition of 32 local unions. 
Cost of strikes, $500. Advantages gained without strikes, shorter hours and higher wages. 
Donations to other unions, $500. 

Freight Handlers and Warehousemen, Interior.— Charters issued, 50; surrendered, 2. Gain in 
membership, 7,000. Number of strikes, 2; won, 1. Number of persons involved in strikes, 
220; benefited, 140; worsted, 80. Gain in wages, $5,725.16. Gains in other respects, better 
conditions for the men and pay for overtime. Cost of strikes, $1,050.90. Advantages gained 
without strikes, an increase of 4 per cent. Death benefits, $2,500; death benefits, members' 
wives, $50; sick benefits, $40; traveling benefits, $500; unemployed benefits, $12. Donations 
to other unions, $75. 

Garment Workers, United.— Charters issued, 75; surrendered, 21. Gain in membership, 25,000. 
Number of strikes, 10 ; won, 8 ; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 400. Total gains in wages, 
25 per cent. Reduction of hours, 1 hour per day. Cost of strikes, $18,125. 

•Garment Workers, Ladies.— Charters issued, 86; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 500. Num- 
ber of strikes, 160; won, 135; compromised, 20; lost, 5. Number of persons involved in strikes, 
2,500; benefited, 2,000; worsted, 500, not worsted but not benefited, as they are mostly strikes 
which are still pending. Gain in wages, 20-30 per cent for season. Reduction in hours, in 
San Francisco from M)-9, Saturday half holiday. Gains in other respects, recognition of 
union, etc. Cost of strikes, $8,500. Donations to other unions, over $300. 

Olass Bottle Blowers' Association.— Gain in membership, 500. Number of strikes, strike at Bridge- 
ton and Minotalo, N. J., on Sept. 1, 1902, still on. Number of persons involved in strike, 356; 
reduction in hours, one hour per week; cost of strike, $224,000; death benefits, $40,C00. 

Olass-House Employes.— Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 1; gain in membership, 600; gain in wages, 
5 per cent. Reduction in hours, average of about % hour. Donations to other unions, $200. 

Olass Snappers, Window.— Charters issued, 83; number of strikes, 4; won, 4; number of persons 
involved, 300; benefited, 300; gain in wages 37% per cent. Reduction in hours, always worked 
7 1-6 hours. Gains in other respects, recognition of union throughout the industry. Cost of 
strikes, $500. Advantages gained without strikes, nearly all. Death benefits, $250; sick benefits, 
$1,000. Traveling benefits, $750. iDonations to other unions, $200. 

Olass Workers, Amalgamated.— Charters issued, 26; surrendered, 2; gain in membership, 429. 
Number of strikes, 11; won, 3; lost, 2. Number of persons involved in said strikes, 1,455; 
benefited, 485; worsted, 160. Gain in wages, 10 per cent increase. Reduction in hours, one 
hour ptr day. Cost of strikes, $6,800. Advantages gained without strike to 300 men. Death 
benefits, $350. 

Glove Workers.— Charters issued, 86; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 3,146. Number of 
strikes, 3; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,700; benefited, 1,300. Gain in wages, 
12 per cent. Cost of strike, $1,000. Traveling benefits, $109. Unemployed benefits, $4,100. 

Gold Beaters.— Charters issued, 4. Gain in membership, 30. Strikes won, 1; persons involved, 384; 
benefited, 827; worsted, 57. Gain in wages, 90 per cent; gains in other respects, girls eliminated 
from the trade, 82. Donations to other unions, $160. 

Granite Cutters.— Charters issued, 11; surrendered, 4 (owing only to Jobs ending). Gain in member- 
ship, 1,750. Number of strikes, 18; won, 17; pending, 1; persons involved, 2,350; benefited, 2,350. 
Gain in wages, 50 cents a day in New York City and in California, also 7 per cent in New Eng- 
land States. Reduction in hours, previously had 8 hours maximum workday. Oost of strikes, 
not over $200. Advantages gained, 7 per cent increase. Death benefits, $12,750. Doi ations to 
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other unions, $3,600. We have first-class agreements in every branch of oar national union, 
nearly all of which contain a clause that disputes which may arise under the agreement 
shall be settled by conference or arbitration, and that during the term of said agreement in 
as far as points are concerned covered by it, there shall neither be strikes nor lockouts. 

j These conditions to a very great extent make for peace and continuity of operation between 

workmen and employers and therefore reduce to a minimum the conditions which hereto- 
fore brought about indiscriminate strikes or lockouts. Our organization strictly adheres to 
the spirit of these agreements and by so doing has the respect of employers, builders, and 
architects, but above and beyond all the predominating qualifications which help to make 
the prestige of our organization strong are fair observance of discipline and strict unity 
among our members and the availability of financial support from a large national fund at 
headquarters. 

Grinders, Table Knife.— Charters surrendered, 1; loss in membership, 17; number of strikes, 2 ; won, 
1 ; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 57 ; benefited, 80 ; worsted, 17. Cost of strikes, 9798. 
Gains in other respects, recognized by all manufacturers. Death benefits, $80. 

Hatters, United.— Number of strikes, 1. Donations to other unions, $728. 

Hod Carriers and Building Laborers.— Charters Issued, 100. Gain in membership, 0,288. Number of 
strikes, 3 ; won, 3 ; compromised, 4. Number of persons involved, 2,000,; benefited, 2,(4)0. Gains, 
in wages, 5 to 10 per cent. Reduction in hours of labor, 10 to 9 hours. Cost of strikes, $2,000. 
Traveling benefits, $500. Material gains in other respects. 

Horsesboers.— Charters issued, 30 ; charters surrendered, 10. Gain in membership, 1,200. Number 
of strikes, 23; won, 13 ; compromised, 5 ; lost, 5. Number of persons involved, 2,000; benefited, 
1,800; worsted, 275. Cost of strikes, $35,000. Gains in other respects, two of our large unions, 
received increase in pay of 50 cents per day. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes.— Charters issued, 278 ; surrendered, 61. Gain in membership, 25,747. 
Number of strikes, 23 ; won, 18 ; compromised, 2 ; lost, 3. Number of persons Involved, 21,325 ; 
benefited, 80,000 ; worsted, 382. Gains in wages will average about 50 cents a week. Gain in 
reduction of hours about 10 per cent. Gains in other respects, agreements with employers, half 
day Labor Day ; 10 per cent of membership make the latter gain ; a number of agreements on 
hours and wages. Cost of strikes, $27,800. Death benefits, $9,800. Death benefits, members 1 wives, 
$2,500. Sick benefits, $19/785. Donations to other unions, $20,500. 

Jewelry Workers.— Charters issued, 4. Number of strikes, 2; 1 lockout; won, 2. Number of 
persons involved, 900; benefited, 5,000. Reduction in hours: Toronto, 2C0 gained a reduction 
of 3 hours per week ; Newark, 5,000 reduced hours from 10 to 9 per day. Advantages gained 
without strike: Buffalo, gained 9-hour day, abolished piecework, limited number of appren. 
ticee, secured recognition of shop committee; Minneapolis, 9-hour day ; i Boston, 9-hour day 
and 5 per cent increase ; Hamilton, Ont., gained 52-hour week (as a result of Toronto) ; Chicago, 
9-hour day; Detroit (no local), 9-hour day (as a result of Chicago). Cost of strikes: strikes, 
$3,500; lockout, $8,000. Death benefits, $1,000. Sick benefits, $1,400. 

Lathers, "Wood, Wire, and Metal.— Charters Issued, 72; charters surrendered, 8. Gain in member- 
ship, 2,260. Death benefits, $3,400. Reports received from the various localities show that 
increased wages were received by the majority of locals going on strike. Others were com- 
promised ; only in a few instances were strikes a failure. 

Laundry Workers, Shirt, Waist, and.— Charters issued, 82; charters surrendered, 12. Gain in 
membership, 5,190. Number of strikes, 16 ; won, 8 ; compromised, 4 ; lost, 4. Number of 
persons involved, 3,000; benefited, 2,188; worsted, 561. Gains in wages, about 3 per cent. 
Reduction of hours, 12 per cent of membership gained average reduction of 5 hours per week. 
Cost of strikes, $6,073.26. Advantages gained without strikes, increased wages, better shop 
conditions. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods.— Charters issued, 37 ; charters surrendered, 2. Gain in member- 
ship, 1,800. Number of strikes, 28 ; won, 20; compromised, 1 ; lost, 3, and 4 pending. Number 
of persons involved, 1,900; benefited, entire jurisdiction indirectly and all strikers materially; 
worsted, one local of 11 members. Gains in wages, entire Jurisdiction not less than $115,000. 
Gains in reduction of hours, from 10 to 9 in many localities. Cost of strikes, $12,946. Gains in 
other respects, prestige and recognition of immense value for future work. Advantages 
gained without strikes, recognition and 7 per cent increase in wages. Death benefits, $2,560; 
sick benefits, $13,980 ; traveling benefits, $4,625.90. Donations to other unions through locals, 
$1,900. 

Leather Workers, Amalgamated.— Charters issued, 46; surrendered, 5. Gain in membership, 8,000 
Number of strikes, 4; won, 8; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 6,000; benefited, 
6,000. Reduction of hours, 1 hour per day. Gains in other respects, for 3,000 men in Chicago. 
Cost of strikes, $5,461.80. Advantages gained without strikes, advanced wages. 
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IjOngshoremen.-Charters issued, 171. Gain in membership, 20,000. Number of strikes, 4; won, 2; 
compromised, 2. Number of persons involved, 1,200 ; benefited, 1,200. Gain in wages, 8 per 
cent. Gains in reduction of hours, 6 per cent. 

Machine Printers and Color Mixers.— Charters issued, 1. Gain in membership, 60. Number ot 
strikes, 1; won, 1; compromised, 8. Number of persons involved, 49; benefited, thewholfr 
trade. Cost of strike, $22,000. Gains in other respects, forced our contract. Donations to other 
unions, $300. 

Machinists.— Charters issued, 125; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 15.000. Number of strikes, 
150; won, 90; compromised, 20; lost, 10; pending, 30. Number of persons involved, 7,(00; 
benefited, directly, 10,000; indirectly, trade generally ; worsted, 300. Gain in wages, average 10 
per cent, affecting 50,000 men. Reduction of hours, 9-hour day for 25,000 men. Gain in other 
respects, improved conditions of employment in the trade. Cost of strikes, $154,118.46. 
Advantages gained without strikes, reductions in hours, increased wages, etc. Death benefits, 
$13,525. Sick benefits, $15,250, paid by locals. Traveling benefits, $9,947, paid by locals. Unem- 
ployed benefits, $16,604, paid by locals. Donations to other unions, $20,000. 

Maintenance of Way Employes.— Charters issued, 145 ; surrendered, 80. Gain in membership, 4,900. 
N umber of strikes, 2 ; won, 1 ; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 400 ; benefited, 400. 
Total gains in wages through strike, $6,000. Cost of strikes, $6,000. Advantages gained without 
strikes, $800,000 annual increase. Death benefits, $12,000. Death benefits, members' wives, 
$8,000. Unemployed benefits, $2,000. Donations to other unions, $500. 

Marble Workers.— Charters issued, 20; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 700. Number of 
strikes, 7; won, 6. Number of persons involved, 800 ; benefited, 800. Gains in wages, 10 per 
cent. Reduction of hours, 1 hour per day. Donations to other unions, $200. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.— Charters issued, 140; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 
24,000. Number of strikes. 19; won, 9; compromised, 4; lost, 6. Number of persons 
involved, 3,000; benefited, 1,600; worsted, none. Where strikes were lost conditions have been 
better since. Gain in wages, about $300,000 per month. Reduction of hours, 2% hours per 
day. Gains in other respects, recognition by our employers, better sanitary conditions, im- 
proved surroundings and better treatment. Cost of strikes, $40,000. Advantages gained with' 
out strikes, increased wages, shorter hours and better conditions. Donations to other unions,. 
$1,000. 

Metal Polishers.— Charters issued, 97; surrendered, 7. Gain in membership, 2,000. Number of 
strikes, 75 ; won, 40 ; lost, 8. Number of persons involved, 10,000 ; benefited, 75 per cent. Cost 
of strikes, $42,287.46. Death benefits, $7,450. Donations to other unions, $500. 

Metal Workers, Sheet.— Charters issued, 115; surrendered, 14. Gain in membership, 8,520. Number 
of strikes, 18 ; won, 11; compromised, 3 ; lost, 4. Numter of persons involved, 2,000; benefited, 
1,800; worsted, 200. Cost of strikes, $8,984.40. Death, benefits, $4,500. 

Metal Workers, United.— Charters Issued, 37 ; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 7,000. Number 
of strikes, 31; won, 28 ; compromised, 2 ; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 2,000; benefited, 
1,900; worsted, 20. Gain in wages, average 17% per cent. Reduction of hours, 9-hour day for 
25,000 members in Chicago without strike. Gain in other respects, 10 per cent gained without 
strike in Chicago. Cost of strikes, $7,500. Advantages gained without strikes, agreement 
signed with Metal Manufacturing Association, Chicago. Death benefits, $750. Donations to 
other unions, $400. 

Mine Managers and Assistants.— Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 2; won, 1; 
compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 20; benefited, 20; worsted, 8. Gain in wages, 
12% per cent. Reductions of hours, have 8 hours. Advantages gained without strikes, 12% per 
cent where organized. 

Mine Workers, Mineral.— Charters issued 17. Gain in membership, 1,700. Number of strikes, 1; 
won, 1. Number of persons involved, 800; benefited, 1,500. Gain in wages, 20 cents per 
day. Reduction of hours, 2 hours per day. Cost of strikes, $600. Death benefits, $200. Accident 
benefits, $375.92. Donations to other unions, $704.40. 

Mine Workers, United.— Charters issued, 690; surrendered, 165. Gain in membership, 110,536. 
Donations to other unions, $1,200. 

Molders, Iron.— Charters issued, 72; surrendered, 12. Number of strikes, 52 ; won, 10; compromised, 
5; lost, 6. Cost of strikes, $144,131.19. Advantages gained without strikes, shorter hours and 
increased wages. Death benefits, $44,589.49. Sick benefits, $164,703.25. 

Musicians.— Charters issued, 115; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 1,000. 

Oil and Gas Well Workers.— Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 163. Sick 
benefits, $1,005. 
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Painters and Decorators.— Charters issued, 818; surrendered, 20. Gain in membership, 16,189. 

Number of strikes, 200; won, 175; compromised, 85; lost, 25. Number of persons involved, 

20,000 ; benefited, 17,000 ; worsted, 3,000. Total gains in wages, 12% per cent (368 unions received 

increased wages). Total reduction of hours, 12% per cent. Gains in other respects, Saturday 

half-holiday and shorter hours Saturday. Advantages gained without strikes, 303 demand?. 

Cost of strikes, $80,000. Death benefits, $30,307 ; death benefits, members' wives, $8,080 ; trav el- 

ing benefits, $10,000 ; unemployed benefits, $30,000. Donations to other unions, S5,0U0. 

Paper makers.— Charters issued, 94 ; surrendered, 18. Gain in membership, 7,009. Number of strikes, 

12; won, 4; compromised, 2 ; pending, 8; lost, 8. Number of persons involved, 4,000; benefited, 

8,000; worsted, 300. Gain in wages, about 10 per cent. Reductions of hours, 6 hours. Gains in 

other respects, use of our label in 6 mills. Cost of strikes, $10,000. Advantages gained without 

strikes, shorter hours in several mills. Unemployed benefits, $200. Donations to other unions, 

$5,000. 

Patternmakers.— Charters issued, 18 ; surrendered, 5. Gain in membership, 875. Number of strikes, 

15 ; compromised, 4 ; pending, 11. Number of persons Involved, 1,000 ; benefited, nearly all. 

Gain in wages, 25 and 50 cents per day. Reductions of hours, 9-hour day. Cost of strikes, $5,000- 

Death benefits, $500. Sick benefits, $2,300. Tool insurance, $375. Unemployed benefits, $200. 

Paving Cutters.— Charters issued, 14. Gain in membership, 751 ; gain in wages from 5 per cent to 15 

per cent. Reduction of hours, 200 men reduced from 9 to 8. Gains in other respects, 700 of our 

members have the 8-hour day. Donations to other unions, $225. Beginning September 4, 1903, 

we will pay a funeral benefit of $75. 

Piano and Organ Workers.— Charters issued, 18; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 2,300. 

Number of strikes, 6 ; won, 2 ; pending, 2 ; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 3,240; benefited, 

2,757 ; worsted, 230. Gains in wages, 10 per cent. Reduction of hours, from 10 to 9 hour day. 

Qains in other respects, extra pay for overtime. Advantages gained without strikes, the 

tiour day. 

xnate Printers, Steel and Copper.— Charters issued, 1. Gain in membership, 250. Number of 

strikes, 2; pending, 2. Number of persons involved, about 40. Cost of strikes, about $1,800. 
Plumbers.— Charters issued, 12. Number of strikes, 78; won, 60; compromised, 2; lost, 2. Number 
of persons fuvolved, 2,000; benefited, 2,000. Cost of strikes, $30,000. Death benefits, $3,400; 
sick benefits, $14,710. 
. Potters, Operative.— Charters issued, 9 ; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 380. Number of strikes, 
2 ; won, 2k Number of persons involved, 55 ; benefited, 55. Gain in wages, 10 per cent for ware- 
room women. Gains in other respects, working conditions improved. Cost of strikes, $391. 
Advantages gained without strikes, 9-hour day. Donations to other unions, $1,000. 
Powder and High Explosive Workers.— Charters issued, 7 ; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership* 
96. Number of strikes, 1 ; won, 1 ; number of persons involved, 46 ; benefited, 108. Gain in 
wages, 12% per cent. Cost of strikes, $100. Advantages gained without strikes, average 
increase of 8 per cent. Donations to other unions, $150. 
Print Cutters' Association.— Charters issued, 4. Gain in membership, 40. Number of strikes, 1 ; 
won, 1. Number of persons involved, 40 ; benefited, 300. Unemployed benefits, $800. Donations 
to other unions, $200. 
Printers, Textile.— Gain in membership, 20. Number of strikes, 1 ; strikes pending, 1. Number of 

persons involved in strike, 21. 
Railroad Telegraphers.— Charters issued, 23 ; surrendered, 2. Advantages gained without strikes, 

$1,500,000 in wages. Death benefits, $37,800. 
Railway Clerks.— Charters issued, 23; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 1,550. Number of 
strikes, 1 ; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 33 ; benefited, 700 ; worsted, 33. Gain in wages, 
$2,600 per month. Gain in other respects, recognition by 12 railroad companies. Material 
per cent gained reduction of hours. Advantages gained without strikes, 12. 
Railway Employes, Street and Elec— Charters issued, 82; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 
19,000. Number of strikes, 17; won, 10; lost, 3; pending, 4. Number of persons involved, 4,109; 
benefited, about 2,000; worsted, 800. Gain in wages, estimates about $2,000,000 per year. 
Reduction of hours, impossible to say— gains aflecting at least 16,000 people. Gains in other 
respects, many improvements in working conditions. Cost of strikes, $12,870. Death benefits, 
$3,625. Sick benefits, $8,273.22, paid by locals. Donations to other unions, $9,586.21. 
Railway Expressmen.— Charters issued, 4 ; gain in membership, 4,000; death 'benefits, $350; sick, 

benefits, $2t0 ; traveling benefits, $150 ; unemployed benefits, $100. 
Rubber Workers.— Charters issued, 14 ; surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 7 ; won, 2 ; compromised, 
1 ; pending, 4. Number of persons involved, 2,264 ; benefited, 1,125 ; worsted, 149. Gains in wages, 
an average of 10 per cent in some sections. Considerable gains in other respects. Cost of strikes 
$3,496.40. Number of advantages gained without strikes. 
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Sawsmiths.— Charters issued, 1; number of strikes, 1; won, 1; number of persons involved, 10; 
benefited, 10 ; death benefits, 81,500. At the death of a member in good standing we assess each 
and every member SI, to be paid to nearest relative. The sawsmiths, through their organiza- 
tions, in the past four or five years have gained an increase in wages from 60 cents to SI a day. 
Enforced 9-hour day and a great many reforms in the different shops without resorting to 
strikes. Only one strike, at Cincinnati, with the Dlsston firm, which was won. 

Seamen's.— Charters issued, 6 ; gain in membership, 5,607 ; advantages gained without strikes, 
increase in wages generally. 

Shingle Weavers.— Charters issued, 43; gain in membership, 356; number of strikes, 8; won, 1; 
compromised, 2; number of persons involved, 400 ; benefited, 400; gains in wages, 10 per cent; 
gains in other respects, general increase of wages throughout the States. Donations to other 
unions, S200. 

Shipwrights, Joiners, and Caulkers.— Charters issued, 51; charters surrendered, 1. Gain in mem- 
bership, 4,200. Number of strikes, 21; won, 19; compromised, 2. Number of persons involved , 
2,000; benefited, 2,000. Gain in wages, from 2% cents per hour to 5 cents per hour. Reduction 
In hours, mostly from 10 to 9. We found that a large percentage of the shipbuilding yards 
were still working 10 hours, and our aim has been to reduce said hours from 10 to 9 and from 
9 to 8 where possible. 

Slate and Tile Roofers.— Charters Issued, 14; revoked, 1. Gain in membership, 450. Number of 
strikes, 7; won, 5; compromised, 2. Number of persons involved, 800; benefited, 800. Gains in 
wages, about 10 per cent. Cost of strikes, about $11,500. Death benefits, $400; death benefits, 
members' wives, $400; traveling benefits, $1,200. 

Slate Quarrymen, Splitters, and Cutters.— Gain in membership, 200. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1; 
Number of persons involved,* 21; benefited, 21. Gains, a general Increase in wages. Advan- 
tages gained without strikes, increase of wages and better treatment. Traveling benefits, $10. 

Spinners, Mule.— Number of strikes, 2; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 650. 
Cost of strikes, $25,000. 

Stage Employes.— Charters Issued, 12; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 500. Number of 
strikes, 30 ; won, 26 ; pending, 4. Number of persons involved, 800 ; benefited, 2,C00. Gains in 
wages 25 to 50 per cen t. Cost of strikes, $8,000. 

Stereotypers and Electrotype rs.— Charters issued, 10. Gain in membership, 236. 

Stove Mounters.— Charters issued, 6 ; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 147. Number of strikes, 
7 ; won, 5 ; pending, 2. Number of persons involved, 37 ; benefited, 23. Death benefits, $1,000. 

Tackmakere.— Number of strikes, 1 ; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 80. Donations 
to other unions, $50. 

Tailors.— Charters issued, 86; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 8,000. Number of strikes, 40; 
won, 32 ; lost, 8 ; pending, 5. Number of persons involved, 4,500 ; benefited, 4,200 ; worsted, 70 
still out, 230. Gains in wages, average of 6 per cent. Cost of strikes, $34,443.35. Advantages 
gained without strikes, 6 per cent for 5,000 members. Death benefits, $7,125. 

Teamsters.— Charters issued, 386. 

Textile Workers, United.— Charters issued, 76; charters surrendered, 80. Gain in membership, 
4,000. Number of strikes, 2; lost, 2, Number of persons involved in strike, 1,800. Cost of 
strike, $10,000. The number of members affected by strikes, as stated in this statement, 
applies only to members, and does not give the number of people affected. In the strike in . 
Lowell, Mass., there were 18,000 persons involved, and the cost of the same would probably 
approximate $25,000. The textile unions of Fall River have paid out within the last three 
months to their members for stoppages caused by the speculative movement in cotton the 
sum of $20,000. This is exclusive of death benefits and accident claims. 

Tile Layers and Helpers, Ceramic and Encaustic— Charters issued, 9, and 1 reorganized. Gain in 
membership, 349. Number of strikes, 6; won, 6; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 300; 
benefited, 280 ; worsted, 20. Gain in wages, to helpers in one instance, 25 cents per day, to 
balance, 40 cents per day, aggregating about$ll,000. Gains in other respects, signed agreements 
for two years in two instances, where formerly only a verbal agreement prevailed. Advantages 
gained without strikes, advance in wages in 10 cases. Donations to other unions, $500, exclusive 
of amounts donated by local unions. 

Tin Plate Workers.— Charters issued, 2. Gains in reduction of hours of labor, 30 per cent work 8 
hours, 70 per cent 10 and 11 hours. Improved conditions of work. These gains without strike. 

Tip Printers, Intl. Brotherhood.— Charters issued, 5. Gain in membership, 150. Total gain in wages 
25 per cent; in reduction of hours of labor, 7% hours. Advantages gained without strike; in- 
crease in pay, shorter hours. Donations to other unions, $200. 
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Tobacco Workers.— Charters Issued, 18; surrendered, 11. Gain in membership, 988. Gain in wages, 
some places have gained 10 per cent. Some locals have reduced hours to 9. Conditions 
better in some localities. Death benefits, $750; sick benefits, 15,242.50. 

Trunk and Bag Workers.— Charters issued, 8. Gain in membership, 820. Number of strikes, 12; 
won, 9; pending, 8. Number of persons involved in strikes, 1,090; benefited, 800 (this also 
includes number benefited without strike). Gain in wages, 600 members secured 
increase from 5 per cent to 40 per cent. Gains in reduction of hours of labor, 500 members 
secured 9 hours (400 striking for 9 hours). Gains in other respects, 3 cities gained increase 
without strike, 10 percent to 20 percent. Cost of strikes, 84,000. Advantage gained without 
strike, 8 cities gained 9-hour day. Donations to other unions, $500. Sick and death 
benefits paid by locals, 82,000. 

Tube Workers.— Charters issued, 4. Gain in membership, 800. Advantages gained without strikes, 
9-hour day for 700 men. Donations to other unions, $730 from International. Gains in other 
respects, increase in wages from 5 per cent to 15 per cent in voluntary Increases for our total 
membership. 

Typographical Union, International.— Charters issued, 159; suspended, 20. Gain in membership, 
6,067. Number of strikes, 18; won, 6; pending, 5: lost, 7. Number of persons involved in 
strikes, 397; benefited, 202; worsted, 65. Death benefits, $30,940. Donations to other unions, 
$2,500. From the defense fund there was paid during the fiscal year the following sums: 
To local unions, $15,028.42; expenses of officers and organizers settling disputes, organizing 
unions, $17,664.49; copyright law committee, legal advice, etc., $78.50. In addition to the fore- 
going we collected and -transmitted $8,135.31 to Los Angeles union on account of the Times 
assessment. 

Upholsterers.— Charters issued, 31; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 2,200. Number of strikes, 12; 
won, 7; pending, 4; lost, 1. Persons involved in strikes, 470; benefited, 850; worsted, 30. Gains 
in reduction of hours, 10 to 9 hours per day. Cost of strikes, $3,500. Advantages gained without 
strike, 9-hour day in 6 cities. ^ 

Weavers, Elastic Goring.— Charters surrendered, 1. Unemployed benefits, $50. Donations to other 
unions, $260. 

Wire Weavers.— Gain in membership, 26. Death benefits, $600. For sick benefits, $512. Donations 
to other unions, about $850. 

Wood Workers.— Charters issued, 98 ; surrendered, 41. Gain in membership, 11,000. Cost of strikes* 
$3,462.50. Death benefits, $4,296.91. Nearly all strikes this year have been successful. 



I herewith furnish a table, giving the receipts and expenditures for the past 23 years: 



Year. 


Receipts. 


Expendi- 
tures. 


1881 


$174 96 

125 00 

690 19 

836 22 

584 08 

474 11 

1,939 82 

4,512 55 

6,888 40 

28,849 74 

17,702 86 

17,834 51 

20,864 62 

15,346 48 

18,751 75 

16,290 18 

18,639 92 

18,894 15 

86,757 18 

71,125 82 

115,220 89 

144,498 21 

247,802 96 


$186 20 

252 26 

852 82 

866 07 

460 68 

610 68 

2,074 89 

8,988 67 

6,578 88 

21,070 57 

18,190 07 

18,324 69 

21,388 86 

17,802 0B 

15,612 42 

15,462 96 

14,118 88 

19,197 17 

80,599 22 

68^78 80 

118,708 80 

119,086 74 

196,015 67 


1882 


1883 


1884 


1885 


1886 


1887 


1888 


1889 


1890 


1891 


1892 


1893 


1894 


1895 


1896 


1897 


1898 


1899 /. 


1900 


1901 _ 


1902 

1903 
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BENEFITS PAID TO MEMBERS BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
DURING THE PAST YEAR. 



Organizations. 


Death 

benefits. 


Death 
benefits, 

member's 
wife. 


Sick 
benefits. 


Traveling 
benefits. 


Tool in- 
surance. 


Unem- 
ployed 
benefits. 


I 
Bakers *44S 15 


$150 00 


82,425 33 

500 0U 








Bill Posters 


300 00 
3,400 00 
5,400 00 




















53,404 22 








Brewery Workers 




$12,702 00 




$20,000 00 




119,194 12 

3,550 00 

130,000 U0 


19,965 00 












$689 70 






3,576 00 

6,5U0 00 


131,482 14 


44,157 68 


5,472 37 








8,700 (JO 














300 00 
40 00* 








Freight Handlers 


2,500 00 

40,000 00 

350 00 

250 00 


50 00 


600 00 




12 00 


Glass Bottle Blowers.... 






Glass Workers, Amal.... 












Glass Snappers, Window 




1,000 00 


750 00 
109 10 












4, 1C0 CO 


Granite Cutters 


12,750 00 

80 00 








Grinders, Table Knife 












Hod Carriers & B'ld'g Lab'rs 






500 00 




Jewelry Workers 


9,800 00 

1,000 00 

3,400 00 

2,560 CO 

13,525 00 

12,000 0) 

7,450 (K) 

750 00 

4,5C0 00 

iiOOOO 

44,589 49 


2,500 00 


19,785 00 
1,400 U0 


1 


. 










1 


Leather Workers, United 




13,980 00 
al5,250 00 


4,625 00 
a9,947 00 






Machinists 






al6,604 00 


Maintenance of Way Empl's 

Metal Polishers 


8,000 00 




2,000 00 








Metal Workers, United.. . 












Metal Workers, Sheet . . 












Mine Workers, Mineral 




bV8 92 

164,703 25 
1,095 00 








Molders, Iron 










Oil and Gas Well Workers 










Painters 


30,307 00 


6,060 00 


10,000 00 




S0,f0J 00 
200 00 


Paperniakers 






Patternmakers . 


500 00 
3,400 00 




2,300 00 
14,710 00 




875 00 


200 00 


Plumbers 








Print Cutters 








800 00 


Railway Em., Street & Elec 


3,525 00 

350 00 

1,500 00 

400 on 

1,000 00 

7,125 00 

37,800 00 

750 .i 

30,940 i 

825 Oi) 




a8,273 22 
250 00 








Railway Expressmen 




150 00 




100 00 


Saw Smiths 








Slate and Tile Roofers 


400 00 




1,200 00 






Stove Mounters 








Tailors 












Telegraphers, Railroad 












Tobacco Workers , 




5,242 50 








Typographical Union 










Watch Case Engravers 






250 00 






Weavers, Elastic Goring 








50 00 


Weavers, Wire 


600 00 
4,296 91 




542 00 








Wood Workers........ 






















Total 


580,015 67 


47,201 00 


437,058 58 


84,891 58 


1,064 70 


79,538 37 







a Paid by locals. h Accidents. 
1 CHARTERS ISSUED, 1897, 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1902, 1903. 




%,-.. \ . 


In- 
terna- 
tional. 


State. 


Cen- 
tral. 


Federal 

and 

Trade 

Unions. 


Total. 


jfe— • 


8 
9 
9 
14 
7 
14 
20 


2 

1 
6 
4 
6 
3 


18 
12 
35 
96 
123 
127 
171 


189 
182 
405 
734 
782 
877 
1,139 


217 
203 
450 


a^^r'— 


849 
916 


1 M JttJfriBP ittOTithfli. , ,, 


1,024 




1,333 


tBffi&> 


81 


21 


582 


4,308 


4,992 


AK&k;. . 





Federal Labor Unions issued 396 

Local Trade Unions issued 743 



Digitized by 



Googk 



V 



54 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



MEMBERSHIP. 

To more forcibly bring to the attention of the delegates the remarkable growth in the mem- 
bership during the past seven years, I have prepared the following table, showing the voting 
strength of the affiliated unions of the American Federation of Labor for the years 1806 up to and 
including 1903. This table is based upon the average membership reported or per capita tax paid 
to the American Federation of Labor by the affiliated organizations: 



Organization. 


1896. 


1897. 


1808. 


1899. 


1900. 


190L 


1902. 


1903. 


Actors' National Protective Union 












3 
45 


5 
61 


H 


Allied Metal Mech. Int'l 




6 


7 


9 


22 


113 


Amai. Asso. of Marine Water Tenders,etc 


12 
18 
89 
18 


«. t 


American Agents' Association 


11 
20 
22 


7 
21 
80 


9 
81 
40 


45 
69 


""64" 
116 


102 
160 


• T 


Bakers and Confectioners' International 


154 


Barbers' National Union 


208 


Bill Posters .t 


10 


Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood of 




8 
18 
125 


3 
22 
94 
26 


5 
27 
43 
28 
42 


15 
51 
47 
36 
42 


35 
78 
88 
53 
47 


43 
95 
146 
70 
59 


70 


Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders 


25 
120 


178 


Boot and Shoe Workers' Union 


297 


Bookbinders, International Brotherhood of 


81 


Bottle Blowers' Asso. of U.S. and Canada 






61 


Brass and Composition Metal Workers 




7 
100 

8 

1 

16 
200 

5 




* 


Brewery Workmen, National Union , 


75 
10 

1 

16 
200 

8 


100 
6 

1 

16 

200 

5 

9 


107 
10 
8 
18 
200 
7 
12 


183 
14 
4 
20 

200 
18 
18 


235 

17 

8 

26 

400 
25 
20 
10 


291 

41 

9 

32 

800 
31 
23 
24 


300 


Brickmakers' Alliance, National 


55 


Broom makers' Union, International 


11 


rforpantora and JoinerH, A mnlgarYiatpd 


45 


Carpenters and Joiners, United Bro. of. 


1,090 
49 


Carriage and Wagon worker** 


Carvers' Union, International Wood 


24 


Car Workers. International Association of. 






128 


Cement Workers 












55 


Chainmakers' National Union 










2 
321 

6 
200 


4 
839 

6 
250 


6 
317 

"sob" 

20 
60 


o 


Cigarmakers' International Union 


280 


269 


266 


270 


883 


Clerks, Order of Railway 


U 


Clerks, International Protective Asso., Retail 


16 


27 


50 


75 


Cloth Hat and Cap Makers, United 


25 


Clothingmakers, Special Order of. 














♦ 


Commercial Telegraphers 














10 


Coopers' International Union 


9 


9 
5 
2 

17 


15 
7 
8 

20 


27 

10 

3 
20 


88 
12 
4 

48 


49 

12 

4 

73 


57 

12 

5 

115 


72 


Coremakers' International Union 


• b 


Curtain Operatives. Amalgamated, Lace 


2 
13 


5 


Elec.rical Workers, International Bro 


183 


Elevator Constructors 


21 


Engineers, National Union of Steam 




7 


12 
19 


18 
18 
5 
11 


27 
18 
7 
24 


48 
18 
10 
41 


65 

19 

8 

62 


142 






* 


Engineers, National Bro. of Coal Hoisting 






9 


Firemen, International Bro. of Stationary 








143 


Freight Handlers and Warehousemen, Interior 








48 


Flour and Cereal Mill Employes 
















21 


Furniture Workers of America, Intern! 


11 
5 














A- 


Furriers' Union of U. S. and Canada 














tt i* 


Furnace Workers and Smelters of America 










14 
154 
72 


9 

243 

71 

\ 

7 


Garment Workers of America, United 


53 


40 

78 


48 

70 

5 

8 


42 

75 

6 

8 


74 
80 
6 


467 


Glass Workers' Union, Flint 


*** 


Glass Flatteners' Asso. of N. A., Window 




». 


Glass Cutters' League of America, Window 








Glass Workers' International Asso., Amal 






2 


8 


Glass House Employes 










6 


Glass Snappers, Window 
















9 


Glove Workers 
















80 


Gold Beaters' Protective Union, National 




5 
2 
45 
60 


5 
2 

46 
60 


5 
8 

48 
60 






3 
2 

82 
80 


ft 


Grinders' National Union, Table Knife 


2 
41 
60 


2 

59 
60 


2 
70 
73 


ft 


Granite Cutters' National Union 


91 


Hatters of North America, United 


8> 


Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 


83 


Horseshoers of United States and Canada 


20 
13 
80 


20 
15 
80 


20 
25 
80 


20 
20 
80 


21 
48 
80 


23 
103 
80 
60 

9 
20 
14 
32 

3 

325 


28 
191 
150 

iS 

21 
23 
42 
22 

355 


41 


Hotel and Restaurant Employes 


391 


Iron and Steel Workers, Amalgamated 


15*1 


Iron Workers, Bridge and Struct., Intl. Asso 


Ta 


Jewelry Workers' International 










9 


Ladies' Garment Workers, International 










80 


Lathers, International Union of, W. W. and Metal.... 










6 
21 


44 


Leather Workers on Horse Goods 


1 


1 


4 


10 


4& 


Leather Workers of America Amal 


36 


Machinists' Union of America.International 


140 


140 


100 


136 


225 


400 
488 


Machine Printers and Color Mi* era 


•J 


Maintenance of Way Employes, Intl. Bro. of. 















46 
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Membership — Continued. 



Organization. 



1806. 1897. 1898. 1899. 1900. 1901. 1902. 1903. 



Marble Workers, International Association of 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen 

Metal Workers' Intl. Asso., Amal. Sheet 

Metal Polishers, Buffers and Platers, etc 

Metalworkers' International Union, United 

Mine Workers of America, United 

Miners, Western Federation of 

Mine Mgrs. & Assts. Mutual Aid Association, Natl 

Mineral Mine Workers, United 

Moulders' Union of N. A., Iron 

Musicians, American Federation of. 

Oil and Gas Well Workers' Union, Intl 

Painters of America, Brotherhood of. 

Paper makers, United Brotherhood of. 

Patternmakers' National League 

Paving Cutters' Union of U. S. A 

Piano and Organ Workers' Union 

Pilots' Association 

Plumber*. Gas Fitters,Steam Fitters, etc 

Potters, Stoneware 

Powder and High Explosive Workers 

Potters, National Brotherhood of Operative 

Potters* National Union of America 

Printing Pressmen, International 

Printers, Plate of U. S. A., National 

Print Cutters 

Printers, Machine Textile 

Quarrymen's National Union 

Quarrymen's National Union, Slate , 

Quarry Workers' International 

Railway Clerks i. 

Railway Employes' Amal. Asso., Street 

tallway Expressmen 
ubber Workers M 

Saw Smiths' Union of America 

Seamen's Union of America, Intl 

Shingle Weavers. , 

Shipwrights 

Shirt, Waist, and Laundry Workers 

Slate and Tile Roofers. 

Slate Quarrymen 

Spinners' Association, Cotton Mule 

Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers 

Stereotypers and Electrotypers' Union of N. A.I 

Stove Mounters' International Union 

Stoneware Potters 

Tack makers • .......... 

Tailors' Union of America^ journeymen 

Teamsters, International Brotherhood of. 

Telegraphers, Order of Railroad 

Textile Workers of A., National Union of. 

Theatrical Stage Employes, National 

Tile Layers and Helpers, Intl Union 

Tin Plate Workers, International Protective 

Tip Printers 

ToDacco Workers' Union of America 

Trunk and Bag Workers 

Tube Workers of United States and Canada 

Typographical Union, International 

-Jjpnolsterers, International Union of. 

Watch Case Engravers, International 

Watch Case Makers, International 

Weavers, Amalgamated Association of Web 

-Wire Weavers' Protective, American 

Wire Drawers of America, Fed. Asso. of 

S^ood Workers, Amalgamated 

^-aerican Federation of Labor: 

entrals ~ 

ate Branches.... 



35 



154 
150 



140 



35 
120 
40 



120 
46 



50 



40 



24 



20 



50 



20 



35 



rotal votes of affiliated unions. < 

bfri. ■■ ■ 



4 

26 

61 

200 

10 



28 



40 



24 



10 



42 



160 



400 



32 
29 
50 
10 
1,010 



5 
84 
66 
84 
43 
1,854 



7 
120 
60 



6 
150 



5 
150 
62 
4 
280 
4 
22 



4 

150 
81 
5 

280 
18 



87 



13 



22 



29 



91 



100 
7 



35 



43 



40 



40 



42 



82 



24 



50 



41 



284 



78 

142 

11 



2,806 



50 



25 



46 



3 
51 

81 
146 
10 



21 



41 



310 



2,747 2,881 



117 

163 

11 



329 
13 
5 



121 

218 

349 

16 



13 



365 
13 
6 
8 
2 
2 



151 

324 
469 
21 



3,632 5,737 



259 

97 

3 

348 

41 

23 

2 

57 



128 



119 

7 



98 



90 



42 



109 
138 
80 
106 
44 
11 
21 



184 

425 
678 
27 



8,240 10,705 15,23* 



12 / 
253 / 
126^ 
128 

87 
2,173 

4 

7 
300 
140 

4 

536 

107 

29 

65 

5 

152 

tt 

7 

61 

c 

144 
9 
8 
4 

1, 

13 

256 

14 

10 

3 

139 

13 

26 

80 

5 

8 

' 25 

21 
16 

n i 

138 
820 

95 
150 

45 

14 

18 



16 

15 

435 

25 

4 

d 

1 

3 

% 

549 

828 



♦Charter revoked, f Suspended for non-payment of per capita tax. ft Disbanded, a Merged with 
Amalgamated Wood Workers, b Merged with Iron Molders. ©Merged with Operative Potters. 
d Merged with Jewelry Workers. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



56 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



COST OF ORGANIZERS FOR 12 MONTHS, ENDING SEPTEMBER 30. 1903. 

The following list of 68 organizers, who were engaged in various States under salaries from 
the American Federation of Labor, shows that there has been expended for organizing work during 
the past 12 months 160,000 against $23,186.11 during the 11 months of 1902 : 



Name of organizer. 



J. D.Pierce 

Thos. H. Klynn 

Jacob Tazelaar 

John A. Flett 

Cal.Wyatt.. 

Herman Robinson.. 

G.Y.Harry 

A. E. Ireland 

.fames Leonard 

J. J. Keegan. 

T. K. Tracy 

F. \\\ Habel 

P. H. Strawhnn 

Charles J. Duke 

Stuart Reid 

F. H. Vauderhoof... 

Santiago Iglesias 

O. P. Smith 

H. N. Randall 

P. H. Cummins 

Fred Julian 

T. P. Mcnton 

C. W. Baxter 

Charles F. Ceilley.... 
J. H. N'ghtingale.... 

James McMahon 

F.C.Wheeler 

J. B. McDonough.... 

James J. Towey 

H. M. Walker 

A. C. Cattermull...... 

W. H. Mullen 

L. J. Luey 

F. Stacy Whitney.... 

John Golden 

Edward W.Jones.., 

Edw. L. Daley 

A. W. Jones 

Adam Menche 

F. F. Benson 

Frank McCarthy 

P. J. Downey 

Edward McNulty ... 

G.N.Harris...... 

C. P. Weston , 

R. Athow . 



R. Li. Harper 

Cornelius Ford 

J. A. Keeler 

Jas. D. Landrigan 

D. C. Hogan 

O. P. Jarrett 

John Coleman 

Adam Menche 

Frank L. Rist 

J. K. Kreutzinger 

R. Braunschweig 

M. G. Hamilton 

W. F. Miller 

C. L. Hall 

O. E. Barlow 

F. G. R. Gordon 

Arthur E. Holder 

E. E.Smith 

Jas I. Hawk..... 

L. J, Kilburn 

Thos. F. Hare 

Alex. Rosenthal ... 

W. O. Thompson 

Paid to dlst. organizers 



State where work was done. 



Colorado, Ohio, New Jersey, New York 

Illinois, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Canada.. 

New York and Pennsylvania 

Canada..... 

Indiana, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

New York 

Oregon and Washington 

Florida, Illinois, Nebraska, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin 

Louisiana and Mississippi.... , 

New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin 

Michigan, Mass., Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Connecticut. 

Indian Territory, Texas, Oklahoma, and Louisiana 

Illinois 

Pennsylvania , 

Massachusetts, New York, and Ohio. 

Washington 

Porto; Rico 

Indiana , 

Alabama and Mississippi 

Ohio and Pennsylvania ; 

Montana 

Iowa 

New Jersey and Pennsylvania 

Kansas 

Kentucky and West Virginia ., 

Ohio and Pennsylvania 

California 

Illinois, Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.... 

Pennsylvania *„ 

Colorado 

Illinois and Pennsylvania...... 

North Carolina and Virginia..... 

Kansas 

Washington and Oregon 

Southern States. 



Illinois. Indiana, and Ohio.. 
Massachusetts.. 



Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio.. 

Illinois 

Ohio 

Massachusetts 

New York 

Pennsylvania... 

Tennessee 

Pennsylvania 



Florida , 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania.... 

New York ... 

Ohio 

North Carolina.. 

New York 

Illinois 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Wisconsin 

Colorado 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Georgia.. .. 

Massachusetts ... 

Iowa 

Indiana... 

Arkansas 

Georgia 

Connecticut 

New York 

Illinois 



Amount 

received. 



12,860 88 

2,525 00 
2,260 61 
2,250 00 
-2,238 00 

2,171 m 

2,099 65 

2,011 32 

1,958 95 

1,850 00 

1,645 75 

1,474 00 

1,440 95 

1,4*6 00 

1,300 00 

1,287 30 

1,245 90 

1,170 65 

1.145 90 

L096 08 

935 60 

779 77 

764 62 

679 89 

673 57 

647 30 

630 05 

618 61 

604 82 

601 00 

550 00 

497 50 

455 63 

450 00 

442 94 

409 76 

344 26 

331 95 

271 65 

264 67 

256 52 

238 80 

230 35 

222 80 

220 30 

217 35 

211 35 

200 59 

l u 8 00 

184 80 

182 45 

177 50 

163 35 

158 30 

156 00 

153 96 

150 00 

150 00 

147 55 

140 49 

140 21 

137 15 

J27 37 

117 30 

115 15 

106 96 

104 00 

103 44 

102 50 

8,780 50 



$.0,000 00 
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UNION LABELS. 

There are now 50 labels and 10 cards issued by the following organizations, which have been 
indorsed by the American Federation of Labor : 



American Federation of Labor. 

Bakers and Confectioners. 

Boilermakers. 

Blacksmiths. 

Boot and Shoe Workers. 

Brewery Workers. 

Brick makers. 

Broommakers. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers. 

Carvers, Wood. 

Cigar makers. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers. 

Coopers. 

Engravers, Watch Case. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes. 

Garment Workers, United. 

Garment Workers, Ladies. 

Glass Bottle Blowers. 



Actors. 
Barbers. 
Clerks. 
Engineers, Steam. 



ORGANIZATIONS USING LABELS. 

Glass Workers. 

Gold Beaters. 

Hatters. 

Horse Shoers. 

Jewelry Workers. 

Lathers. 

Leather Workers on Horse 

Goods. 
Machine Printers and Color 

Mixers. 
Machinists. 

Metal Mechanics, Allied. 
Metal Polishers. 
Metal Workers, Sheet. 
Molders. 
Painters. 
Papermakers. 
Piano and Organ Workers. 

ORGANIZATIONS USING CARDS. 

Firemen, Stationary. Musicians. 

Hotel & Restaurant Employes. Stage Employes, Theatrical. 

Meat Cutters & Butcher Work- Teamsters, 
men. 



Plate Printers. 

Powder Workers. 

Pressmen, Printing. 

Print Cutters. 

Rubber Workers. 

Sawsmiths. 

Shirt, Waist, and Laundry 

Workers. 
Stove Mounters. 
Tailors. 

Tobacco Workers. 
Trunk and Bag Workers. 
Typographical. 
Upholsterers. 
Weavers, Goring. 
Weavers, Wire. 
Wood Workers. 



The following crafts and callings are using the American Federation of Labor label : Badge 
and Lodge Paraphernalia Workers, Baking Powder Workers, Bed Spring Makers, Bottlers (Soda 
and Mineral Water), Box makers (Paper), Brushmakers, Coffee and Spice Workers, Clotlf Spongers 
and Reflnishers, Die Workers, Distillers and Rectifiers, Mattressmakers (as per agreement with 
Upholsterers* International Union), Medicine Workers, Nail (Horse Shoe) Workers, Neckwear 
Cutters and Makers, Oyster Workers, Paint Workers, Photographic Supply Workers, Salt Workers, 
Soap Workers, Starch Workers, Suspender Makers, Tack Workers, Umbrella Makers, Yeast and 
Vinegar Makers. 

DEFENSE FUND. 

The good results accruing from the defense fund established for the local trade and federal 
labor unions are of such a character that they must meet with the approval of everyone who has 
given the workings of the fund careful consideration. Three local unions protested against paying 
the additional 5 cents per capita. They base their protest on the fact that they are engaged 
in a calling that practically prohibits a strike or lockout, and therefore hold it is an injustice to 
compel them to pay into a fund from which they will never have an opportunity to receive 
benefits. The membership of the local unions has materially increased during the past year. The 
average membership for the year ending September 30, 1902, was 67,800, while the average member- 
ship for the year ending September 30, 1903, is 82,800. The increase in the average membership paid 
upon for twelve months of this year, over that of last year, is 15,000. This must be recognized as 
a satisfactory Increase, when it is taken into consideration that 470 local unions surrendered their 
charters and were turned over to the 20 international organizations formed by the American 
Federation of Labor during the past twelve months. The gain in membership is in a great measure 
due to the fact that the American Federation of Labor has a defense fund to place at the disposal 
of the members of the local unions in case of strikes or lockouts. Realizing that fact, the members 
keep themselves in good standing with their local union and the local unions pay upon their full 
membership, so that in case of trouble with their employers their members are eligible to receive 
strike benefits. 
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A large defense fund creates confidence in the membership, and, in the same degree, it causes 
the employers to pause and hesitate before entering into a conflict which may be of iong du- 
ration. It is only in cases where the unions are without funds and can hope for but little assistance 
that the employers refuse to enter into a conference for the purpose of adjusting differences. 
Every international organization should establish a defense fund of sufficient proportion to 
protect their members in case of a prolonged strike or lockout. Heretofore our organizers have 
not been in a position to say to members of the local unions, or to the employers, that in case of 
strike or lockout the American Federation of Labor would give financial support. They are now 
In a position to point to the fact that ample funds are at the disposal of the officers with which to 
support its members for an indefinite period. The organizers report that the establishment of 
the defense fund for the local trade and federal labor unions has been of incalculable assistance to 
them in their work in building up the local unions now in existence, and one of the most potent 
reasons to give to the unorganized wage-workers why they should unite with their fellow-workers 
under charter from the American Federation of Labor. 

At the end of this fiscal year there was 163,396.40 in the defense fund. Notwithstanding the 
numerous strikes of the members of local unions, a great proportion of them were decided prior to 
time that the unions became eligible to receive benefits. There has been paid out of the defense 
fund during the year 16,690 to the following unions : 

Pipe Caulkers and Tappers, 7348 ~ 1206 

United Neckwear Cutters, 6939 1,080 

Laborers' Protective, 7458 1,116 

Laborers 1 Protective, 9147 656 

Steel Cabinet Workers, 7294 1,236 

Japan ners and Finishers, 9069 284 

Tackmakers, 8557 248 

Cement Workers, 1,0762 200 

Laborers' Protective, 903) 200 

Laborers' Protective, 9756 600 

Laborers' Protective, 8724 » 600 

Earg Candlers and Poultry Handlers, 9479 112 

Suarrymen's Union, 9722 100 
od Carriers and Laborers' International Union 250 

16,690 



There was received and placed in the defense fund during the fiscal year $49,663.40. Deducting 
the 96,690 paid for strike benefits to the local unions, there remains a balance of $42,973.40 in favor 
of the fund. The present laws governing the defense fund have worked advantageously during 
the past year. I would advise against any modification of the constitution that would permit 
members of newly organized unions to become eligible to receive benefits from this fund. The 
membership of the local unions is nearing the 100,000 mark. There are many large organizations, 
and the possibility of a number of strikes being declared simultaneously always exists. If less 
stringent laws were adopted the possibility would become a reality, and the fund might be 
exhausted through a few ill-advised strikes of the members of unions that have been in existence 
but a brief period. 

The following table shows the amount paid and the membership paid upon by the local 
unions for the twelve months ending with September: 



October , 

November. 

December 

1903. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

Total 



Paid. 



$3,816 19 
3,781 48 
3,953 29 

* 3,947 35 
3,545 25 
4,811 75 
4,902 26 
4,150 23 
4,209 70 
4,189 90 
3,7b8 S5 
4,657 05 



49,663 40 



Member- 
ship. 



76,323 
75,629 
79,065 

78,947 
66,905 
96,235 
98,045 
83,004 
84,194 
83,798 
75,979 
91,141 
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HEADQUARTERS. 

The following statement shows that during the twelve months ending September 30, 1903, 
there has been issued from headquarters an average of 1,012 letters, circular letters and packages 
per day, as follows: 

Packages of supplies forwarded by express and post 10,347 

Packages of literature and miscellaneous supplies for organizers 2,341 

Proceedings of convention, 1902 5,29 1 

Circulars and circular letters in two-cent envelopes 128,23* 

Circulars and circular letters in one-cent envelopes 157,474 

- 303,688 

In conclusion, 1 desire to express to the delegates present my appreciation of the assistance 
and expressions of good will I have received from the organizers, the officers of the unions, 
and from my colleagues of the Executive Council during the time I have been secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Respectfully submitted. FRANK MORRISON, 

Secretary, American Federation of Labor. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



To the Officers and Delegates of the American Federation of Labor in Gonven'ion Assembled: 

It is with a very great degree of gratification that I submit this report for your consideration. 
For many years the Federation had a hard struggle to make their income meet their expenses, and 
the surplus at the end of each year was so small that much of the effective work of the organiza- 
tion had to stop directly after the convention because of lack of money. Our financial report, 
however, at this time will show a balance that assures the organization that all work that is neces- 
sary to be done in the interest of the Federation can and will be done promptly. I have been 
Treasurer continuously for a considerable number of years, and have refrained at all times from 
submitting any suggestions in my report that I thought might possibly be covered in the report of 
the President and Secretary. In this instance, however, I intend to depart somewhat from the 
lines I have previously pursued. 

One question in particular has been forced strikingly upon my attention during the past 
year in connection with our trade union movement. The subject is the one involving jurisdic- 
tion of different organizations, and the claims made by different unions for j urisdiction over the 
same people. For several years a J urisdlctional difference has existed between the United Garment 
Workers and the Journeymen Tailors' Union of America, but no trade unionist on this continent 
can point to a single instance where either of the organizations named has brought this contest 
into the trade union movement, or where it has been a disturbing factorl in the progress of any 
organization. When the question of jurisdiction involved between us was passed upon by the 
convention of the American Federation of Labor both organizations acquiesced absolutely until 
the matter could be brought before succeeding conventions. I point this out because I believe itlto 
be the only safe policy for any of our International unions to pursue. Time, which settles all ques- 
tions, will settle this one of jurisdiction, and the workers of our continent will in time discover 
where their interests will be be3t served, and they will decide finally to what jurisdiction they 
belong, and as they are the parties who are really at interest, it is only right that when their 
decision is eventually given that it shall be the rule to govern all organizations at interest. There 
is probably not a trade unionist who is at all familiar with my name and standing In the move- 
ment but what knows that I believe thoroughly in strict craft organization, and I feel confident 
from my knowledge of the past and observation of the present that time will demonstrate to the 
workers of our continent that it is in their own craft organization that they can receive the best 
protection and secure the best conditions of labor. 

We hear much recently of the great danger to the trade union movement because of the 
organization of the employers. I do not believe that this is at all dangerous. The organized 
employers can not consistently stand out against the organization of labor, and I do not believe 
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that they will Ion? do so. To me the danger to our movement lies in the divisions existing 
l.i the trade unions themselves, and those divisions are very largely over the question of 
jurisdiction. The rapid changes that are taking place in nearly every industry places workers who 
this year should apparently be under the jurisdiction of one organization next year they equally 
- appear to be legitimately under the j urisdiction^of another one. 

While such conditions continue, time, coupled with;forbearanoeand patience, it appears to 
me, are the only reasonable solutions of this great question, and if each and every organization 
would abide from year to year by the decisions of the convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, I feel confident that the wisdom and the spirit of fairness that has always been manifested 
by the delegates attending the convention, will, if mistakes in adjusting these differences are made 
by one convention, that succeeding ones will without hesitation rectify them. 

I trust thatiu offering these few words on this question, and submitting these suggestions, 
that I have not gone outside either my rights or my duty as Treasurer of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 



1902. 
October. 
November. 
December. 

1903. 
January. 
February. 
March. 
April. 
May. 
June. 
July. 

AUgU8t. 

September. 

Total income 247,802 96 

Balance in hand October 1, 1902.. 32,225 73 



Receipts $21,486 00 

16,208 92 

15,915 30 



14.244 75 
14,250 04 
21,993 56 
19,855 76 
32,301 94 
17,443 84 
16,943 37 
23,462 70 
33,696 78 



Total funds 280,028 69 



1902. 




October. 


Paid wi 


November. 


** 


December. 


it 


1903. 




January. 


tt 


February. 


11 


March. 


«t 


April. 


*' 


May. 


«* 


June. 


it 


July. 


(* 


August. 


" 


September. 


i« 


Total expenses. 



EXPENSES. 

Paid warrants. $16,058 61 

11,288 05 

13,601 68 



10,177 24 
12,515 05 
24,662 73 
10,438 10 
30,423 92 
15,819 74 
16,016 02 
16,297 95 
18,716 48 



. 8196,015 57 



RECAPITULATION. 

Total funds $280,028 69 

Total expenses 196,015 57 

Balance in hands of treasurer $84,013 12 



In Third National Bank, Bloomington, 111 $54,013 12 

In McLean County Bank, Bloomington, 111 30,0U0 00 

Total $84,013 12 



In hands of treasurer $84,013 12 

In hands of secretary 2,000 00 



Total $86,013 12 



Fraternally submitted, 
BiiOOMiNQTON, III., October 1, 1903. 



JOHN B. LENNON, 

Treasurer. 
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SECOND DAY— Morning Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 9 
O'clock by President Gompers. 

Absentees: Guild, Steele, Klapetzky, 
Noschang, Deason, Kerr, Cumins, Mc- 
Mahon, Martindale, Kemper, Wlnslow, 
Buchanan, McGovern, Jennings, Reidy, 
Sherman, Nelson, Estinghausen, Taylor, 
Glass, Hammell, White, Altman, Rickert, 
Grossman, Towey, Quinlivan, Lally, Scott, 
O'Connell (E. C), Powell, Buckley, Hoke, 
Roach (John), Wilson, Boyle, Lowe, Lynch, 
Downey, Kness, Scaife, Valentine, Frey, 
Murphy, Webber, Miller, Fitzgibben, Mac- 
key, Fitzgerald, Winn, Dold, Spencer, 
Kelley (John S.), Hunt, Scott, Dix, Mc- 
Knight, Mahon, Quick, Edwards, Lincoln, 
Flood, Sharkey, Powell, Power, Hunter, 
Beales, Jones, Leonard, Quinn (C. F.>, 
Sullivan (G. B.), Hill, Currie, Casey, Fergu- 
son, Bridwell, Cummings, Driscoll, Thomas^ 
Coleman, Elmer, Campbell. Scollin, Ken- 
ney, Reed, Graney, Woods (W. A.), Trown- 
sell, Curtis, Keene, Sarman, Duffy, 
Butcher, Stewart, Pena, Allimon, Alla- 
bough, Davis, Welsh, Holland, Largay, 
Hinchey, Nightingale, McKee (R. A.), Law- 
ler, Holloway, Broderlck, McKelvay, Bur 
man, Clarke, Cowell, Dolan (C. A.), Doll, 
Harney, Kuhn, Tyson, Hitchcock, Rosen- 
baum, Brayer, Gosline, Paterson, Alfred, 
(James), Burton, Lynch (C. P.), Gettle, 
Dinneen, Hodges, Mallory, Reed (W. A.), 
Casey, Gilpin, Butler, Faulkerson, Cooper, 
Studd, Page, Bankow, Tussiny, McLaugh- 
lin, Madden, Morlin, Anderson, Tobin (T. 
F.), McLeod, Hapgood, Roderick, Kelley 
(Jas.), Dillon, Armstrong, Bowler, Derri- 
gan, Ludwig, Keenan (J.), Sodekson, Hil- 
lard, Damozonio, Timilty, Cooper, Hill, 
Deigle, Gately, Rosenfield, Freeman, 
Smith, Downing, Bolger, Stanner, Scott, 
Lederer, Francis, Hutchinson, Klein, 
Clark, Tarrents, Herr, Sadler. 

Reading of minutes of previous session 
was dispensed with. 

Delegate W. B. Wilson, for the Commit- 
tee on Distribution, reported as follows: 

Boston, Mass., Nov. 10th, 1903. 

We, your Committee on Distribution, beg 
leave to report as follows: 

That portion of the President's report 
under sub-head "Local Strikes — Defense 
Fund" is referred to the Committee on 
Law. 

That portion of the President's report 
under sub-head "Institutions of Learning 
and Labor" is referred to the Committee on 
Education. 



That portion of the President's report 
under sub-head "Auditing Committee'* is 
referred to the Committee on Law. 

All of the President's report with the 
exception of sub-heads "Local Strikes — De- 
fense Fund," "Institutions of Learning and 
Labor" and "Auditing Committee" is re- 
ferred to the Committee on President's Re- 
port. 

All of the Secretary's report is referred 
to the Committee on Secretary's Report. 

All of the Treasurer's report is referred 
to the Committee on Treasurer's Report. 
Respectfully submitted, 

THOS. I. KIDD, Chairman. 
W. B. WILSON, 
GEORGE WARNER, 

Committee. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Delegate L. A. Tanquary, for the Com- 
mittee on Rules and Order of Business, re- 
ported as follows: 

Rule 1.— The convention shall be called 
to order at 9 a. m., adjourn at noon, to re- 
assemble at 2 p. m., and to continue in 
session until 5 p. m. 

Rule 2.— If a delegate, while speaking, 
be called to order, he shall, at the request 
of the chair, announce his name and or- 
ganization he represents. 

Rule 3.— Should two or more members 
rise to speak at the same time, the chair 
shall decide who is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4.— No delegate shall interrupt an- 
other in his remarks, unless it shall be to- 
call him to a point of order. 

Rule 5.— If a delegate, while speaking, 
be called to order, he shall, at the request 
of the chair take his seat until the question 
of order is determined, when, if permitted, 
he may proceed again. 

Rule 6.— A delegate shall not speak more 
than once on the same subject or question, 
until all who wish to speak have had an 
opportunity to do so, nor more than twico 
without permission from the convention, 
nor any longer than ten minutes at a time 
without permission. 

Rule 7.— A question shall not be subject 
to debate until it has been seconded and 
stated from the chair, and it shall be re- 
duced to writing at the request of five 
members. 

Rule 8.— When a question is before the 
convention no motion shall be in order, ex- 
cept to adjourn, to refer, for the previous 
question, to postpone indefinitely, to post- 
pone for a certain time, to divide or amend, 
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whtoh motions shall severally have prece- 
dence in the order named. 

Uulo 9. — A motion to lay on the table 
shall be put without debate. 

Rule 10. — A motion for a reconsideration 
shall not be entertained unless made by 
a delegate who voted in the majority, and 
shall require a majority vote. 

Rule 11. — Any delegate not presenting a 
•card within thirty minutes after convention 
is called to order, shall be marked absent; 
but in the event of being unavoidably ab- 
sent, shall have the privillge of reporting 
to the secretary. 

Rule 12. — The previous question can onli- 
ne put when called for by at least twelve 
members. 

Rule 13. — Before a resolution is received 
"by tiie chair for reference to a committee, 
it shall bear the signature of the delegate 
introducing it, with the title of his union. 

Rule 14. — No motion or resolution shall 
he finally passed without opportunity to 
speak is afforded the delegate making or 
introducing the same. 

Rule 15. — No resolution shall be received 
After Thursday's session, November 12, 
without unanimous consent. 

Rule 16. — All questions not herein pro- 
vided shall be decided according to Roberts' 
Manual. 

Rule 17. — The main body of the hall to 
he reserved for delegates. 

ORDER OP BUSINESS. 

J. Reading Minutes of Previous Session. 

2. Report of Committee on Credentials. 

3. Reports of Officers. 

4. Reports of Regular Committees. 

5. Reports of Special Committees. 
<>. Uufinished Business. 

7. New Business. 

8. Election of Officers. 

9. Good of the Federation. 
10. Adjournment. 

Order of Business No. 1 to be dispensed 
with unless called for. Any alteration or 
correction shall be made to the secretary 
in writng. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

L. A. TANQUARY, Chairman. 

P. J. DOWNEY. 

M. DONNELLY, 

E. J. LYNCH, 

JOHN DEVINE, 

C. O. SHERMAN, 

WM. J. KELLY. Committee. 

Delegate Kreft moved to amend Rule 1 
by extending time of adjournment to 5.30 
P. M. Adopted. 

Delegate Bohnen moved to amend Rule 1 
by adding the words "that no session be 
held on Saturday afternoon." 

Delegate Wilson opposed the amend- 
ment. 

Delegate Bohnen held that the American 
Federation of Labor was an eight-hour or- 
ganization and delegates should set a good 
example. 

Delegate Kneeland opposed the amend- 
ment offered by Delegate Bohnen. 

Delegate Henry also opposed the amend- 
ment. 



Delegate Lavin said he was not in favor 
of curtailing speaking if it was worth 
listening to. 

Delegate Daley opposed the amendment. 

Amendment of Delegate Bohnen was de- 
feated. 

Report of committee was adopted. 

First Vice-President James Duncan read 
the report of the Executive Council, which 
was referred to the Committee on Dis- 
tribution for reference to the proper com- 
mittees. 

Max S. Hayes, for the Fraternal Dele- 
gates to Great Britain, read the following 
report : 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor: 
Brothers— We, your fraternal delegates to 
the Trade Union Congress of Great Brit- 
ain, hereby submit the following report: 

The Congress assembled at Leicester this 
year with 460 delegates, representing 250 
organizations and 1,500,000 members, in at- 
tendance, and your fraternal delegates re- 
ceived a cordial welcome at the hands of 
our fellow-workers of Great Britain. From 
reports of officers and delegates it appears 
that there is a steady increase of member- 
ship and funds among the unions of the 
United Kingdom, but owing to depressed 
Industrial conditions the movement to raise 
wages and reduce hours of work to keep 

f>ace with the advance of prices and the 
ntroduction of machinery has temporarily 
slackened. This condition is also traceable 
to the fact that the organized labor world 
Is In a somewhat chaotic state, owing to 
Important judicial decisions, as well as 
economic causes, such as international com- 
petition for markets and stock speculations 
and "corners" in raw material and fin- 
ished products. 

The questions on the agenda that caused 
the greatest amount of discussion of gen- 
eral interest were the now famous Taff 
Vale decision, political action, compulsory 
arbitration and fiscal policies. Quite nat- 
urally the two former questions are closely 
related and overshadowed all others before 
the Congress. It will be recalled that al- 
most a year ago the Taff Vale decision re- 
sulted in the Amalgamated Society of 
Railway Servants being assessed $114,000, 
as damages for striking and picketing, ex- 
clusive of the union's court costs, which 
amounted to .$25,000 additional. Since that 
precedent was established, the miners ot 
Wales were sued for $370,000 and costs 
and the miners of Cadeby and Denaby 
for $620,000 damages, besides costs. The 
Welsh miners have lost their case in the 
local court as well as in the Court of Ap- 
peals, and the case is now before the 
House of Lords, the highest judicial tri- 
bunal in the kingdom, and which body 
rendered the Taff Vale decision. 

The debate in the Congress hinged upon 
the question of accepting the decision and 
adjusting the unions to the new conditions 
created thereby, or demanding of Parlia- 
ment the passage of bills to "definitely se- 
cure the immunity of trade union funds 
against being sued for damages, and thus 
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obtain for trade onions that protection 
which members of Parliament, legal au- 
thorities and trade unionists believed ex- 
isted prior to the Taff Vale judgment." It 
was finally decided, after an interesting 
discussion and by an almost unanimous 
vote, to demand a return to the ante-Taff 
Vale position. 

In view of the fact that government by 
injunction, especially during industrial dis- 
putes, has become firmly rooted in Amer- 
ican soil, and that the capitalists of this 
country are evidently determined to follow 
up this advantage by imitating British em- 
ployers and suing unions for damages, 
whether such organizations are incorpor- 
ated or not, and in view of the further fact 
that American courts largely seize upon 
precedents established in Great Britain 
-(the Justinian code forming the basis for 
the jurisprudence of both countries), your 
delegates believe it will not be amiss to 
quote from the Act of 1875, the alleged 
"charter of the workingman," section 7 of 
which act can be apparently distorted as 
those in political power may choose, as 
the summing up of Mr. Justice Wills, and 
likewise the Lords, in the Taff Vale case, 
clearly indicates. 

Section 7 of the Act of 1875 reads: 
"Every person who, with a view to com- 
pel any other person to abstain from doing 
or to do any act which such other person 
has a legal right to do or abstain from 
doing, wrongfully and without legal au- 
thority (1) uses violence to or intimidates 
such other person, or his wife or children, 
or injures his property, or (2) persistently 
follows such other "person from place to 
place; or (3) hides any tools, clothes or 
other property owned or used by such other 
person, or deprives him of or hinders him 
in the use thereof; or (4) watches or besets 
the house or other place such other person 
resides, or works, or carries on business, or 
happens to be, or the approach to such 
house or place; or (5) follows such other 

Serson with two or more other persons in a 
isorderly manner in or through any street 
or road, shall on conviction thereof by a 
court of summary jurisdiction, or on in- 
dictment as hereinafter mentioned, be 
liable either to pay a penalty," and so on. 
This section was later amended to read: 
"Attending at or near the house or place 
where a person resides, or works, or carries 
on business, or happens to be, or the ap- 
proach to such house or place, in order 
merely to obtain or communicate informa- 
tion shall not be deemed a watching or 
besetting within the meaning of this sec- 
tion." Thus it will be seen that the fore- 
going phraseology is similar to that con- 
tained in so-called conspiracy laws in this 
country, or precedents established in the 
various court decisions, and the construc- 
tions of which depend upon the material 
class interests and social environments of 
the judges and the condition of their 
stomachs. 

It can well be imagined that with their 
funds at the mercy of greedy employers and 
their pnid hirelings, our fellow-unionists of 
Grent Pritain have derided to make a de- 
termined and united effort upon the politi- 
cal field to send men from their own ranks 
into Parliament and other legislative bodies 
to make and unmake laws in harmony with 
the'r interests as workers. By a card vote 
of 506,000 in favor and 285,000 against, the 



Congress, after a spirited debate, passed 
a resolution declaring that It "heartily en- 
dorses the policy of direct labor representa- 
tion, as decided upon at the last annual 
conference of the Labor Representation 
Committee, and urges upon all trade 
unions not yet affiliated to that body to 
Join forthwith, sa that the entire labor 
movement may be consolidated for definite 
political purposes." Your delegates are 
Informed that the L. R. C. is now com- 
posed of representatives from nearly 
one million workers, as well as the 
Independent Labor party, a Socialist party, 
who are assessing themselves an average 
of 25 cents per capita annually for the pur- 
pose of using the funds to gain political 
power, and that they anticipate sending at 
least thirty members to Parliament at the 
next general elections. 

The proposition for compulsory arbitra- 
tion was defeated by a vote of 899,000 
against and 251,000 in favor, while the 
fiscal policy of inaugurating a protective 
tariff was condemned by an almost unani- 
mous vote. Previous demands for a legal 
eight-hour day, workmen's compensation 
act, secular education and minor reform! 
were reaffirmed. 

Considered as a whole, the proceedings 
of the Leicester Congress were marked 
throughout by tolerant discussion, fraternal 
feeling and a high standard of intellectual 
attainments among the delegates, your dele- 
gates take this means of expressing their 
sincere gratitude for the hearty welcome 
received at the hands of our British fellow- 
workers, and we also desire to return 
thanks to the delegates of the American 
Federation of Labor for conferring the 
honor of representing them at the Leices- 
ter Congress. Respectfully submitted. ' 
MAX. S. HAYES. 
MARTIN LAWLOR. 

On motion report was received and or- 
dered printed in the proceedings. 

Delegate Coleman submitted the follow- 
ing report as Fraternal Delegate to the 
Dominion of Canada: 

To the Delegates of the 23d Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor: 

Greeting: The Nineteenth Annual Con- 
vention of the Trades and Labor Congress 
of Canada assembled at Brockville, Ont., 
Sept. 22. Sessions were held on Sept. 22- 
25, inclusive, and it proved to be the most 
successful convention in the history of the 
organization. 

The Congress was called to order by 
President John A. Flett of Hamilton, Ont., 
who has held that honored office for years. 
The platform was beautifully decorated, 
the most noticeable feature being the stars 
and stripes and the union jack, appearing 
on large crossed bearers, emblematical of 
the international trades and labor move- 
ment. 

President Hugh J. Magee of the Protec- 
tive Trades and Labor Council delivered 
the opening address of welcome to the visit- 
ing delegates on behalf of the wage earn- , 
ers of the Island City. 

His Honor, Mavor Harrison, then ad- 
dressed the assembly, extending the civic 
welcome and in his closing remarks extoll- 
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ing the virtues of organized labor, and its 
inherent results for the cause of the wage 
earners. 

Your Fraternal Delegate then spoke, con- 
veying to the Convention the fraternal 
greetings from the vast majority of wage 
earners in the United States affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
dwelling on the fact that their interests 
must be and are in common. Very appro- 
priate addresses were also delivered by 
Messrs. James B. Mack, Montreal, Vice- 
President of the Congress; John F. Tobin, 
Boston, Grand President International 
Boot and Shoe Workers' Union; A. W. Pet- 
tee, M. P. (Labor), Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
and Mr. Mark L. Crawford, Past President 
of the International Typographical Union, 
and ex-Secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, all expressing their great 
pleasure at being present, and compliment- 
ing the Congress on the large number of 
delegates attending the Convention. 

President John A. Flett replied to the ad- 
dresses in an earnest, feeling and thankful 
manner, closing by stating that trades- 
unionists were not the traducers, but were 
the builders of our great and glorious na- 
tion, and believing that all the efforts of 
our opponents would never result in mem- 
bers of trades unions abandoning their or- 
ganization. The aim of the International 
Trade Union movement was to unite the 
wage workers of the world, and consolidate 
them as one great universal Labor Move- 
ment. 

The Credential Committee was then ap- 
pointed by the President and reported at 
the afternoon session in favor of seating 
119 delegates, composed of your Fraternal 
Delegate, 39 representing trades and labor 
councils, and 79 representing international, 
local and federal unions. 

President Flett during his address recom- 
mended that the per capita tax of our fed- 
eral unions, which are chartered direct by 
the Congress, be increased to four cents per 
member per month, in order that more 
funds may be provided to carry on the 
work as it should be done, and that the 
Congress establish a legal defence fund for 
use when necessary. 

The General Executive Committee re- 
ported that one of the concessions gained 
by its annual visit to the government, was 
the insertion in all Government contracts 
of the fair rate of wages scale, and also 
that the following bills affecting labor will 
without doubt be passed at the present ses- 
sion of Parliament: 

Bill No. 17, entitled "An Act to aid in the 
settlement of railroad labor disputes." 

This measure was introduced by Sir Wil- 
liam Mulock, Minister of Labor, and in- 
volves the principle of voluntary concilia- 
tion and arbitration. 

Bill No. 81, entitled "An Act respecting 
and restricting Chinese immigration," in- 
troduced by the Premier, Right Hon. Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier. The essence of this meas- 
ure is summed up in Section 6. which de- 
clares that "every person of Chinese ori- 
gin, irrespective of allegiance, shall pay 
Into the consolidated revenue fund of Can- 
ada, on entering Canada, at the port or 
place of entry, a tax of five hundred dol- 
lars." 

Bill No. 182, entitled "An Act to amend 
chapter 27 of the Revised Statutes respect- 



ing the Department of Public Printing and 
Stationery," was introduced by Hon. Mr. 
Fltzpatrick, Minister of Justice. The prin- 
cipal sections of the measure are: 

1. Subsection 1 of section 5 of chapter 
27 of the Revised Statutes entitled An Act 
respecting the Department of Public Print- 
ing and Stationery, as amended by chapter 
15 of the statutes of 1893, is repealed and 
the following is substituted therefor: 
(5.) A Government establishment shall be 
organized at Ottawa, and shall be under 
the management of the Superintendent of 
Printing, in which establishment all print- 
ing, electrotyping, stereotyping, lithograph- 
ing and binding, and other work of like 
nature, required for the service of the Par- 
liament and Government of Canada, shall 
be executed: Provided that nothing in this 
Act shall require that stationery and print- 
ing for the purposes of the Intercolonial 
Railway or the Prince Edward Island Rail- 
way shall be obtained or done in the said 
establishment in any case where such sta- 
tionery and printing may be more conven- 
iently procured elsewhere at a cost not ex- 
ceeding customary and fair commercial 
rates for similar work or supplies in simi- 
lar quantities. 

2. The provisions of this section shall 
apply to all bills incurred or rendered 
within the current fiscal year 1902-3. 

3. The Superintendent of Printing may, 
with the approval of the Minister, employ 
such apprentices, journeymen, workmen, 
skilled hands or others, as are necessary to- 
perform the work of the establishment and 
may remove the same, and shall, with like 
approval, purchase such material, other 
than printing, and other paper, as is neces- 
sary for such service. The provisions of 
the Civil Service Act shall not apply to the 
persons so employed by him. 

4. All persons employed under the pro- 
visions of the next preceding section shall 
continue to be paid as at present in accord- 
ance with weekly, fortnightly or monthly 
pay rolls audited by the Accountant, and 
any Increase shall be on the basis of the 
principle established by an Order in Coun- 
cil approved on the twenty-ninth day of 
November, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-three, and set forth in the schedule 
to this Act." 

The following resolutions, which affect 
American industries, were concurred in: 

Resolution No. 20— By Mr. S. Landers, 
Hamilton Trades and Labor Council: 

Resolved, That this nineteenth annual 
session of the Dominion Trades and Labor 
Congress endorses the union label of the 
United Garment Workers of America as the 
only genuine and recognized label on ready- 
made clothing, and that the people be 
warned against fraudulent substitutes, in- 
tended to deceive and mislead the public 
into purchasing the unfair and sweat shop 
product. Concurred in. 

Resolution No. 20— By Mr. O'Dell. Ham- 
ilton Boot and Shoe Workers' Local, No. 
232: 

Whereas, frequent attempts have recently 
developed on the part of so-called labor or- 
ganizations from without the ranks of the 
legitimate trade movement, viz.: The In- 
ternational Trade Union organization, look- 
ing to the discrediting of the legitimate 
union labels sanctioned by the International 
heads, and efforts to foist upon the market 
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labels in opposition to the genuine and 
authorized label; be it resolved, that the 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, rep- 
resenting the legitimate trade union move- 
ment in this Dominion, hereby recommend 
to the purchasing public such articles that 
bear the union labels, authorized by the 
various international unions, and endorsed 
by the Trades and Labor Congress of Can- 
ada and the American Federation of Labor. 
Concurred in. 

The Secretary-Treasurer submitted the 
following report: 

The receipts from Per Capita Tax, char- 
ters and supplies was $2,266.50, an increase 
of $779.39 over that received last year. 

The income for the year was $3,858.34. 
This amount includes $500.00 from the 
American Federation of Labor as a legis- 
lation grant; $445.00 from Internation and 
National Union in response to a circular 
asking for funds to assist the Congress in 
its efforts to defeat Senate Bill "H" ^better 
known as the Loughead Bill; aimod at the 
disruption of the International Trade Union 
movement in Canada); and $100.00 troin 
Ames, Holden & Co. of Montreal, and de- 
duced would leave the actual available 
leceipts received Per Capita Tax, char- 
ters, and supplies as $2,266.50. 

The expenses were $3,363.38, being $1,- 
096.38 in excess of the receipts. 

He also submitted to the Congress the 
following itemized statement, clearly show- 
ing the various sums quoted: 

RECAPITULATION. 

Balance on hand Sept. 18th, 1902, 
date of submitting last report... $546.84 

Receipts as per capita tax, char- 
ters and supplies 2,266.50 

American Federation of Labor 

grant for legislative purposes... 500.00 

Contribution to oppose Senate Bill 
"H," aimed at internation trade 
unionism 445.00 

Contribution of Ames, Holden & 

Co., Montreal 100.00 

Total receipts from all sources. .$3,858.34 
Expenditures (itemized) and vouch- 
ers accompanying each disburse- 
ment 3,363.38 



Balance on hand, Sept. 24, 1903.. $494.96 

Summary of gains and losses (by Prov- 
inces) in number of unions, number of 
members and revenue: 

Province of Ontario- 
Gains in number of nnl.ons 10 

Gains in number of members.... 4,170 
Gains in amount of revenue $698.58 

Province of New Brunswick- 
Gains in number of unions 8 

Gains in number of members 365 

Gains in amount of revenue $82.26 

Province of Nova Scotia — 

Gains in number of unions 2 

Gains In number of members 143 

Gains In amount of revenue $20.37 

Province of British Columbia, Manitoba 
and North- West Territories- 
Losses In number of unions 11 

Losses in number of members... 546 

Gains in amount of revenue $20.48 



The above losses in unions and members 
result from 14 Federal Labor Union char- 
ters being surrendered during the year, In- 
cluding two large unions of miners located 
at Extension and Nanaimo, B. C, paying 
per capita tax on 1,000 members last year. 
Apart from this exceptional circumstance, 
you will see that the Congress, notwith- 
standing the misrepresentations and vilifi- 
cation hurled at it in certain parts of Brit- 
ish Columbia, has gained ground in tire 
Province of Manitoba, the Territories and 
the West in general. This is a fact which 
they can congratulate themselves on, par- 
ticularly as they have no organization in 
that Western country. 

Province of Quebec- 
Losses in number of unions 10 

Losses In number of members... 1,693 
Losses in amount of revenue $32.82 

The Constitution as amended at the Ber- 
lin Convention excluded the Order of the 
Knights of Labor and independent unions 
from further affiliation, and eliminated 
from the register of the Congress 23 of 
the above organizations, with a member- 
ship of 2,287. Reference to this is made 
here as it affected the Province of Quebec 
to this extent: The Montreal Council, five 
assemblies of the Knights of Labor, four 
independent unions of Canadian Boot and 
Shoe Workers, one Barbers' and one Coop- 
ers' (Independent union), making 12 organ- 
izations in the city of Montreal; the Quebec 
Trade and Labor Council, two fraternities 
of Shoe Workers, and two local assemblies 
of the Knights of Labor, five organizations; 
giving 17 organizations in these two cities 
with a total membership of 2,136. Sub- I 
tract 2,136 (excluded members) from the 
actual loss in Quebec (1,693) and this will 
give you the increase in the number of 
members, affiliated from that Province 
since the Berlin Convention, as 443. 

Prince Edward Island- 
Losses in number of unions 2 

Losses in amount of revenue $9.88 

Gains in number of members 8 

The foregoing summary shows that they 
have increased their revenues in every 
Province in Canada, except in Quebec and 
Prince Edward Island, and that the loss in 
revenue from these two provinces is insig- 
nificant, amounting to only $42.70. Look- 
ing at the other -tfde of the debit sheet, 
observe that New Brunswick has trebled 
its revenue; Ontario and Nova Scotia, 
doubled: and Manitoba, the North West 
Territories and British Columbia come out 
on the right side of the balance sheet to 
the extent of $20.48. A comparison cover- 
ing the Dominion shows the following: 

Total increase in members through- 
out the Dominion 4,686 

Total increase In revenue through- 
out the Dominion $778.99 

There was a total of 18 Federal Labor 
unions chartered by Congress since the last 
convention, divided by provinces as fol- 
lows: Province of Ontario, 8; British Co- 
lumbia, 4; New Brunswick, 3; Quebec, 2; 
and Manitoba, 1. 

The total number of charters surrendered 
since the last convention was 19, being 14 
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In tine Province of British Colombia, 2 .a 
Priiice Edward Island, 2 in Ontario, and 1 
in New Brunswick. 

May I .direct your attention to the large 
number of - charters (14) surrendered In 
British Columbia? And I think it is also 
opportune to ask why the Congress Is los- 
ing ground in that Province, as they had 
but 32 affiliations this year compared with 
44 last year, with a decrease in the mem- 
bership of 719. Reports and correspondence 
during the year indicated that the Ameri- 
can Labor Union, the Western Federation 
of Miners and the United Brotherhood of 
Railway Employees are actively combat- 
ing the Congress and the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, representing the bona fide 
international trade union movement, oper- 
ating along trade autonomy lines, as against 
international, semi-political, industrial, so- 
cialism, as incorporated in the A. L. U. 
platform of principles. It may not be amiss 
to add that the Vancouver Trade and Labor 
Council (heretofore affiliated with Con- 
gress) is now actively opposed to Congress, 
and has instructed its organization com- 
mittee to apply in future to the A. L. U. 
for charters for all unions to be organized 
within its jurisdiction having no interna- 
tional or national head. 

Since the last Convention the Federated 
Association of Letter Carriers of Canada 
has been affiliated by charter. 

I find by the report of the Department of 
Labor that the number of trade and labor 
organizations in Canada is 1,566, divided as 
follows: 

Total Unions 1,503 

Total Trade and Labor Councils 44 

Total Federated Trade Councils 15 

and a large majority of which, I regret 
to say, are not affiliated with the Congress, 
and I would respectfully recommend that 
this Convention do devise ways and means 
to assist our Canadian brethren In getting 
their organizations affiliated, and would 
recommend that the organizers of the inter- 
national bodies, in as large a number as 
possible, should visit Canada during the 
year, as I firmly believe they could assist 
materially toward that end. 

Speaking of the Congress Itself I desire 
to state that the perfect harmony which 
was everywhere apparent, and which char- 
acterized its every movement, was one of 
the chief features. Your Fraternal Dele- 
gate was presented on the fourth day of 
the convention with a beautifully engraved, 
suitably inscribed, silver tea service. 

Your Fraternal Delegate's visit was one 
of the most pleasant and instructive trips 
it has ever been his good fortune to take, 
and brings to this convention the kin-lly 
feelings of the great masses of wage earn- 
ers of the vast Dominion of Canada. 

The following officers were elected:. 

President, John A. Flett, Hamilton, Ont. 

Vice-President, J. B. Mack, Montreal. 

Secretary-Treasurer, P. M. Draper, Ot- 
tawa. 

Fraternal Delegate, James Simpson, Pres- 
ident Toronto District Labor Council. 

Upon the vote being counted Montreal 
was declared chosen as the next place of 
meeting. 

Thanking you for the honor you have 
conferred on, and the sacred trust reposed 
in, me and which. I hope has been satisfac- 



torily completed, I close with best wishes 
to this convention. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN COLEMAN. 
Fraternal Delegate to Canadian Trades 
Congress at Brockville, Ont. 

On motion the report was received and 
ordered printed in the Proceedings. 

Delegate Owen Miller, for the Commit- 
tee on Credentials, submitted the following 
report: 

Boston, Mass., Nov, 10, 1903. 
Mr. President and Delegates: 

The Committee on Credentials has the 
honor to submit the following supplemen- 
tary report: 

In the case of the protest against the 
seating of the delegates of the Interna- 
tional Journeymen of Bakers and Confec- 
tioners, the committee, after a thorough 
examination of the constitution of the In- 
ternational Journeymen Bakers and Con- 
fectioners, fail to find anything that justi- 
fied the Executive Board in the appoint- 
ment of Messrs. John Guile and Matthew 
Steele as delegates to this convention, and 
it is the opinion of the committee that the 
only excuse for the assumption of such 
power on the part of the Executive Board 
would have been the appointment of 
Messrs. John Weber and Joe Walsh, who 
received the next highest vote after the 
successful candidate, Emil Sharrer, in a 
referendum of all the members of the or- 
ganization voting for delegates to this con- 
vention. 

The committee therefore recommends 
that but one of the representatives of the 
International Journeymen of Bakers and 
Confectioners, namely, Emil Sharrer, be 
seated as delegate representing that organi- 
zation and casting its vote. 

In the case of the protest against the 
seating of C. E. Jones as delegate repre- 
senting the C. L. N. of Burlington, Vt., af- 
ter a thorough examination of all the evi- 
dence, oral and written, submitted in the 
case, the committee recommends that C. B. 
Jones be not seated as his election was en- 
tirely irregular. 

In reference to the request of the United 
Textile Workers that they be allowed four 
delegates on the floor of the convention, 
and that the 150 votes they are entitled to 
be divided pro rata, the committee beg 
leave to call the attention of the conven- 
tion to the fact that such an act would be 
unconstitutional and cannot be entertained, 
no matter how much we may sympathize 
with the unfortunate position these people 
are placed In. The committee therefore 
recommends that the United Textile Work- 
ers shall be entitled to but three delegate* 
and decide among themselves who those 
three shall be from the four reported to 
the convention. 

In the case of the protest against the use 
of the word "Electric" in the name of the 
Amalgamated Association of Street Rail- 
way Employes, the committee respectfully 
suggest that this is a grievance, and' en- 
tirely foreign to the duties of a committee 
on credentials; therefore, should be referred 
to the Grievance Committee, and the com- 
mittee so recommends. 
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Received credentials from Grain Workers' 
Association issued to Ernest Bohm. One 
vote. Protested by the International Union 
ol United urewery Workmen. 

J. J. Casey's name should be inserted as 
representing the Pennsylvania G. F. of L. 
instead 01 C. b\ Quinn. 

The committee desires to see J. H. Night- 
ingale, representing the Parkersburg, W. 
Virginia Central Body, and C. G. Fitzgib- 
bous, representing the Oil and Gas Well 
Workers, the representatives of the Black- 
smiths, D. Harkowitch of the Clock Ex- 
aminers, and the delegates of the jewelry 
workers. 

Moved that the report of the Committee 
on Credentials be received and adopted. 

Delegate Dold moved that Mr. Matthew 
Steele of the Bakers' and Confectioners' 
International Union be granted the privi- 
lege of the floor. Adopted. 

Delegate Lennon asked if the unions 
making complaint had filed an appeal with 
the officers of the Bakers' and Confection- 
ers' International Union. 

Mr. Steele replied that they had not. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the threfe 
delegates be seated. 

The chair ruled that the motion was not 
In order at this time. 

Delegate Lennon held that the local 
unions had not exhausted their rights with- 
in their own organization before bringing 
their protest into the Convention. 

Delegate Miller supported the commit- 
tee's report and held that the members' 
rights should be protected. 



Delegate Ramsay spoke at length u\ 
favor of adopting the committee's report. 

Delegate Kneeland moved that so much 
of the report as referred to the Bakers be 
excluded and the balance of the report be 
adopted. 

Delegate "Wheeler asked if the creden- 
tials were regularly signed. 

Delegate Miller replied that in his opin- 
ion they were. 

Delegate Duncan moved that further dis- 
cussion of the report of the Committee on 
Credentials be deferred until the afternoon 
session, and that it be then considered 
seriatum. Adopted. 

Delegate Duncan moved that delegates 
desiring to introduce resolutions hand them 
in duplicate to the Committee on Distribu- 
tion at Room 7, Revere House, between 
the hours of 1 and 2, and 7 and 8 P. M. 

Delegate Lennon wanted to know if adop- 
tion of motion would prevent him from 
presenting resolutions to the Convention. 

Delegate Kemper said the right of dele- 
gates to introduce resolutions should not 
be interfered with. 

Delegate Wilson said the purpose of the 
law was not to prevent a delegate from 
exercising all the rights he had before the 
adoption of the law. 

Delegate Duncan said the purpose of his 
motion was to facilitate the work of the . 
Convention. 

Convention adjourned at 12:15. 



SECOND DAY— Afternoon Session. 



Convention called to order by President 
Gompers at 2 o'clock. 

Absentees: Mulholland, Uttlng, Klapet- 
*ky, Noschang, Deasoq, Slocum, Kerr, 
Flynn, Barnes, Nelson, Burns, Glass, Ham- 
mill, Healy, Chuck, Grossman, Towey, Ire- 
land, Wilson, Kelly (Win. J.). Cali, Lynch 
(E. J.), Sherman (C. O.), Kness, Scaife, 
Valentine, Frey, Murphy (M. F.), Fitz- 
gibben, Carrick, Winn (Peter), Kelley (John 
S.), Hunt, Scott, Dix, Mahon, Pratt, Keyes, 
Cornish, Lincoln, Sharkey, Powell (Geo.), 
Franke, Beais, Fildew, Neary, Hill, Fergu- 
son, Murphy (P. J.), Driscoll (Thomas), 
Hasselbeck, Fossberg, Scollin, Jones 
(David), Clay, Reark, Curtis, Keene, Sar- 
nian, Duffy (O. H.), Stewart, Pena, Allt- 
mon. Allabough, Davis, Tullv, Lawler, Ry- 
all, Holloway, Dodd, Clarke (E. R.), Cowell, 
Connor (M. J.), Doll, Roche, Kuhn, Tyson, 



Hitchcock, Brayer, Gosline, Paterson, Car- 
diff, Pacelli, Burton, Gettle, Dinneen, 
Hodges, Reed (W. A.), Turnt, Gilpin, But- 
ler, Faulkerson, Cooper (J. A.), Studd, 
Page, Bankow, Tussiny, Morlin, Anderson, 
Borden, Tobin (P. F.), McLeod, Roderick, 
Kelley (Jas.), Dillon, Armstrong, Ludwig, 
Damozonio, Cooper (Wm.), Hill, Deigle, 
Gately, Rosenfield, Freeman, Smith (Wm.), 
Bolger, Scott (Timothy), Lederer, Francis, 
Hutchinson, Klein, Clark (Wm. H.), Tar- 
rents, Herr, Sadler. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Second Vice-President Mitchell was 
called to the chair. 

The motion of Delegate Duncan to have 
resolutions submitted to the Committee on 
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Distribution between the hours of 1 and 2, 
and 7 and 8 P. M. was adopted. 

Delegate Lennon moved that resolutions 
be now introduced, to be referred by the 
Secretary to the Committee on Distribu- 
tion. 

Delegate Furuseth wanted to know if the 
Committee on Distribution was arrogated 
the right to act as a censor upon resolutions 
introduced. 

President Gompers held that neither the 
President or Secretary could receive reso- 
lutions. 

Delegate Warner moved that Committee 
on Distribution do not receive a resolution 
unless it was titled. 

Delegate Bohnen raised the point of order 
that the motion was in violation of the 
constitution. 

Delegate Duncan said there was nothing 
in the law or motion passed to prevent reso- 
lutions being introduced in the Convention. 

Motion of Delegate Warner was defeated. 

The chair ruled that the Committee on 
Distribution had no power to act as a 
censor. 

Discussion of the report of the Commit 
tee on Credentials was resumed seriatum. 

In the case of the protest against the 
seating of the delegates of the Interna- 
tional Union of Journeymen Bakers and 
Confectioners, the Committee after a thor- 
ough examination of the constitution of 
the International Union of Journeymen 
Bnkers and Confectioners fail to find any- 
thing that justified the Executive Board 
in the appointment of Messrs. John Guile 
and Matthew Steele as delegates to this 
Convention, and it is the opinion of the 
Committee that the only excuse for the as- 
sumption of such power on the part of the 
Executive Board, would have been the ap- 
pointment of Messrs. John Weber and J. 
Walsh, who received the next highest vote 
after the successful candidate, Kmil Shaer- 
rer. in the referendum of all the members 
of the organization voting for a delegate to 
this Convention. The Committee therefore, 
recommends that but one of the representa- 
tives of the International Union of Jour- 
neymen Bakers and Confectioners, namely. 
Emil Sehaerrer, be seated a delegate repre- 
senting that organization and casting its 
vote. 

Delegate Dold moved that the report of 
the committee be non-concurred in and that 
the delegates from the Bakers' and Con- 
fectioners' International Union be seated. 

Delegate Dold spoke in favor of his 
motion. 

Delegate Bohnen said that inasmuch as 
there was no protest from the Bakers' and 
Confectioners' International Union it was 
the business of the members of local unions 
to settle with their Executive Board. 



Delegate Quick contended that the Con- 
vention had the right to review the manner 
of election of delegates by afllliated unions, 
where elections veie of a fraudulent char- 
acter. 

Delegate Quaiey said that members 
should deal with their Executive Board and 
not appeal to the Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Miller said that those in favor 
of the motion seemed to be of the opinion 
that the Convention could not go behind 
the credentials of the Bakers' and Confec- 
tioners' International Union. 

Delegate Wilson said that the contention 
resolved itself into a question as to whether 
or not the delegates had been elected in 
accordance with the laws of their or- 
ganization. 

The previous question was then called, for. 

Delegate Ramsey of the Committee on 
Credentials said he agreed with Delegate 
Wilson, but that the laws of the Bakers' 
and Confectioners' international Union 
governing the election of delegates to the 
American Federation of Labor Convention 
had been complied with and for that 
reason the committee reported favorably 
upon the delegate who had been elected in 
accordance with the laws and adversely 
upon the two delegates who had not been 
so elected. 

The motion that the report of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials be non-concurred in 
was then put and the chair being unable 
to decide upon an aye and nay vote called 
for a show ot hands. 

By a vote of 165 nays to 89 ayes the 
motion was lost and the report of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials was adopted. 

Delegate John B. Lennon requested that 
he be recorded as voting to non-concur in 
the report of the committee as adopted. 

Agreed to. 

In reference to the request of the United 
Textile Workers that they be allowed four 
delegates on the floor of the Convention, 
and that the one hundred and fifty votes 
that they are entitled to, be divided pro 
rata, the Committee beg leave to call the 
attention of the Convention to the fact 
that such an act would be unconstitutional 
and cannot be entertained, no matter how 
much we may sympathize with the unfor- 
tunate position those people are placed in; 
the Committee, therefore, recommends, 
that the United Textile Workers shall be 
entitled to but three delegates and decide 
among themselves who those three shall be 
from the four reported to the Committee. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

In the case of the protest of the use of 
the word "electric" In the name of the 
Amalgamated Association of Street Rail- 
way Employes, the Committee respectfully 
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suggests that this is a grievance and en- 
tirely foreign to the duties of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials, therefore, should be 
referred to the Grievance Committee, and 
the committee so recommends. 

Delegates Burns moved that the report 
of the committee be received and con- 
curred in. Adopted. 

Received credentials from Grain Work- 
ers' Association, issued to Ernst Bohm, 1 
vote; protested by the International Union 
of United Brewery Workers. 

J. J. Casey's name should be inserted as 
representing the Pennsylvania State Fed- 
eration of Labor, instead of C. F. Qulnn. 

Concurred in. 

The Committee desires to see J. H. 
Nightengale, representing the Parkersburg, 
W. Va., Central body, and C. G. Fitzgib- 
bon f representing the Oil and Gas Well 
vVorkers; the representatives of the Black- 
smiths, and B. Harskowitch of the Cloth 
Examiners and the delegate of the Jewelry 
Workers. 

Recommend that B. Harskowitch be 
seated, representing the Cloth Examiners 
of New York City; one vote. 

Concurred in. 

Report favorably on the seating of C. 
Harvey Franke, representing the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Tip Printers, 2 votes, 

Concurred in. 

To seat Wm. Drinkwater, representing 
the Machine Printers and Color Mixers; 4 
votes. 

Concurred in. 

To seat John Zaring, representing the 
Central body of Springfield, 111.; 1 vote. 

Concurred in. 

Stablemen's Protective Union 10,663, of 
Boston, Timothy Scott; 1 vote. 

Concurred in. 

Delegate of the Jewelry Workers' Asso- 
ciation, H. J. Vollmer; 24 votes. 
Concurred in. 

The Committee recommends seating of 
W. L. Whitesides to represent the Central 
Labor Union of Knoxville, Tenn., instead 
of J. D. Butcher, whose credentials were 
withdrawn. 

Concurred in. 

Recommend seating of H. S. Whiteman, 
representing Federal Labor Union 10,334, 
Jamestown, N. ¥.; 1 vote. 

Concurred in. 

W. J. Giithorpe, delegate of the Boiler- 
makers and Iron Shipbuilders', being un- 
able to attend convention on account of 
sickness in his family, President John Mc- 
Neil requests that D. A. Mallory be seated 
in his stead. 

Agreed to. 

In the case of the protest against the 



seating of C. E. Jones as delegate, repre- 
senting the Central Labor Union of Bur- 
lington, Vt., after a thorough examination 
of all the evidence, oral and written, sub- 
mitted in the case, the Committee recom- 
mends that C. E. Jones be not seated, as 
his election was entirely Irregular. 

Moved that the report of committee be 
concurred in. 

On motion, Mr. Jones was granted the 
privilege of the floor. 

Report of the committee was concurred 
in. 

Delegate Driscoll moved that a commit- 
tee or rhree be appointed to attend the 
funeral of Frank Pickett. 

The motion was adopted and the chair 
appointed Delegates Nuernberger, Furuseth 
and Mulcahy. 

Resolution No. 1 — By James Wilson, of 
the Pattern Makers' League of North Amer- 
ica. 

Change section 4 of article 3 of the Con- 
stitution. "The Executive Council of the 
Federation shall every six months appoint 
an expert accountant to audit the books of 
the Federation, and make reports to all 
National, International, Central, State and 
Federal Unions, of the findings of such 
audits. The expense of such audits to be 
paid from the funds of the Federation." 

New section: "The president shall ap- 
point a credential committee consisting of 
three (3) delegates-elect. This committee 
shall meet at the place for holding the 
Convention, three days prior to the Conven- 
tion and shall report upon credentials im- 
mediately upon the opening of the Con- 
vention. The expenses of said Committee 
to be paid out of the funds of the Federa- 
tion." 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 2. — By James Wilson, Pat- 
tern Makers' League of North America: 

WHEREAS, Past experience lias taught 
that such organizations as pay the highest 
dues weekly are the most successful, there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled 
hereby recommends to all affiliated bodies 
that they pay at least 25 cents per week 
dues. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 3.— Presented by Henry 
Sabel of Central Trades Assembly, Wash- 
ington, Pa.: 

WHEREAS, It is a well known fact, that 
some of the Central bodies retain in their 
Council organizations which are a viola- 
tion to Article XII, Section 1, which reads 
as follows: "No Central Labor Union or 
any other Central body of delegates, shall 
admit to or retain In their council, any 
other body, national or international, hos- 
tile to any affiliated organization; or that 
has been suspended or expelled, or not con- 
nected with any national or international 
organization of their trade herein affiliated, 
under penalty of having their charter re- 
voted for violation of their charter, sub- 
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ject to appeal to the next convention." 
And, In order to avoid any further trouble, 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor shall Issue 
a circular letter to all Central bodies affili- 
ated, relative to the above. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 4. — Presented by Henry 
Sabel, Central Trade* Assembly, Washing- 
ton, Pa.: 

WHEREAS, It is a decided fact, that in 
this age of so-called civilization, a man far 
advanced in years, often declined in health 
and not physically able to endure the toils 
of labor, and, often fails to find work 
which he is able to perform, in most every 
instance of the general workingman, leaves 
him poverty-stricken and an object of char- 
ity: and, 

WHEREAS, It is also well known that 
the widow and orphans of the deceased 
laborer, bereaved of the only source of 
income for their support, become dependent 
on charity: and, 

WHEREAS, It is a settled fact, that 
some of the leading foreign countries have 
adopted an old age, accident, widow and 
orphan pension, and are successfully oper- 
ating same; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, Tnat the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled 
shall use its full offices to have Congress 
enact an old age pension law, which will 
be a benefit for the aged, and the physical- 
ly disabled, who have made every endeavor 
in their lives in the diligent industry 
strife, for the widow and orphans, and 
protect them in the same manner as the 
war veterans are pensioned. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 5.— By Delegate J. E. 
Lark in of International Union Flour and 
Cereal Mill Employes: 

WHEREAS, The Washburn-Crosby Flour 
Milling Co. of Minneapolis, Minn., has 
demonstrated its absolute antagonism to 
organized labor, has scorned any adjust- 
ment and positively refused arbitration 
with a view to settling the grievances for 
which our organization is now out on 
Strike, and 

WHEREAS, Said Washburn-Crosby Flour 
Milling Co. has openly defied the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and challenged it 
to place them or the products of their mills 
on its "we-do-not-patronize list," and fur- 
thermore to emphasize their contempt for 
the American Federation of Labor and Its 
"we-do-not-patronize list" a representative 
of said Washburn-Crosby Flour Milling Co. 
did sarcastically offer to give $1,000 If they 
were so listed, claiming that It would bene- 
fit their business instead of injuring It. 
Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED by the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention assembled that this 
challenge be and Is hereby accepted, and 
the said Washburn-Crosby Flour Milling 
Co. of Minneapolis, Minnesota, and all of 
its products be placed on the "we-do-not- 
patronize list," and all organized wage- 
earners be urged to uphold the dignity of 
our organization and to demonstrate Its 
efficiency by adhering strictly to its in- 
junction In letter and spirit. 

Committee on Boycotts. 



Resolution }Jo. 6.— By Delegate Dan. W. 
Richmond of International Association of 
Railway Clerks: 

WHEREAS, Efforts are being made to- 
organize the clerks employed by the rail- 
road and steamboat companies of the coun- 
try, and 

WHEREAS, In pursuance of that purpose- 
there has been organized the International 
Association of Railway Clerks, affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
and 

WHEREAS, There are in existence two- 
other organizations of Railway Clerks, 
which refuse to affiliate with the Interna- 
tional Association because of the Interna* 
tional Association's affiliation with the 
American Federation of Labor; therefore 
be It 

RESOLVED by the American Federation 
of Labor that its active support be given to- 
the International Association of Railway- 
Clerks In its efforts to organize; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor are especial- 
ly urged and directed to organize the clerk* 
wherever they find them unorganized and to 
bring about their affiliation with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor wherever other- 
wise organized; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the President and Sec- 
retary of the Federation be and are hereby- 
directed to send a copy of these resolutions 
to each organizer and central affiliated 
body. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 7. — By Delegate John 
Keyes of Shipwrights, Joiners and Calkers: 

WHEREAS, The Central Labor Council 
of Ogdensburg, N. Y., has refused to seat 
delegates from Local No. 54 of the National 
Union of Shipwright Joiners and Calkers of 
America notwithstanding the advice of 
Secretary Morrison of the A. F. of L. that 
the delegate be seated: therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the A. F. of L. demand that the dele- 
gates be seated or otherwise cancel the 
charter of the Central Labor Council of 
Ogdensburg, N. Y. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 8. — By Delegate John 
Keyes of Shipwright Joiners and Calkers: 

WHEREAS, The Executive r>oard of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America have chartered locals of 
Shipwright Joiners known as Local No. 
1139 of Jeffersonville, Ind., and Local No~ 
1172 of New London, Conn., respectively,, 
knowing full well that there existed a. 
national union of shipwrights of their own 
trade; and 

WHEREAS, The issuing of said charter 
is not in conformity with the constitution 
of the A. F. of L.; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the United Brotherhood's attention be 
directed to the above fact by the Executive 
Board of the American Federation of 
Labor and that the above named locals be 
directed to apply for and receive a charter 
from the National Union of Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Calkers of America. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 9.— By Delegate W. N. 
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Drinkwater of Wall Paper, Machine Print- 
ers and Color Tlxers' National Union: 

WHEREAS, The Wall Paper Machine 
Printers and Color Mixers' National Union 
lias made many attempts to unionize these 
firms: Potter Wall Paper Co., Hoboken, 
N. J.; Jacob Thomas & Co., Newark, Del.; 
William Bailey & Son, Cleveland, Ohio; 
they having absolutely refused to treat 
with us; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By this twenty-third annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor that they be placed upon the unfair 
list. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 10.— By John P. Smith, 
Kansas City, Mo.: 

WHEREAS, Local Union No. 18. Inter- 
national Flour & Cereal Mill Employes of 
Kansas City, Mo., earnestly request the 
placing of the Kelley Milling Co., of Kan- 
sas City, Mo., upon the unfair list of the 
American Federation f Labor, as per reso- 
lution 100 of the last Convention, resolu- 
tion 100 of the last Convention. A. F. of 
L. being properly endorsed and and being 
referred to executive board ior favorable 
action, which in turn communicated with 
International President J. M. Finley, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., who, not thoroughly un- 
derstanding- the situation, gave the execu- 
tive board, A. F. of L., an adverse opinion; 
said international president having recent- 
ly resigned, this matter is presented for 
more determined and favorable results; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED by this Convention, That 
resolution 100 of the last Convention be en- 
dorsed and the Kelley Milling Company of 
Kansas City, Mo., be placed upon the un- 
fair list of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 11. — By Delegate Herman 
G. Vollmer, International Jewelry Workers 
of America: 

WHEREAS, The Watch Case Engravers 
are placing their label on non-union watch 
cases, and the same are sold as union 
product, we do hereby present this griev- 
ance to your committee for adjustment. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 12. — By Delegate John 
Keyes, of National Shipwrights and Calk- 
ers: 

WHEREAS, At the 22d annual Conven- 
tion held at New Orleans, Nov., 1902, the 
Committee on Resolutions, dealing with 
resolution 151 of the proceedings, recom- 
mended that the Shipwrights, Joiners and 
Caulkers of America and the United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners of Ameri- 
ca arrange for the exchange of cards; and 

WHEREAS. The Executive Board of the 
U. B. have since refused to comply with 
said recommendation, thereby acting in di- 
rect opposition to the principles and objects 
of the A. F. of L., and furthermore, that 
the Executive Board of the U. B. have 
.sanctioned and upheld the action of Local 
1*5 of the U. B., situated at Key West, 
Fla., when the members of said locals 
did In the spring of the present year go 
into the ship yard at Key West, Fla., and 
offer their services at 50 cents per day less 
wages than the shipwrights were then re- 



ceiving, thereby undermining the ship- 
wrights and reducing the rate of wages 
that the shipwrights were then receiving, 
and reducing. the rate of wages in the dis- 
trict. Therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates to the 
twenty-third annual Convention assembled 
place upon record their disapproval of the 
unfraternal principles displayed by the 
Executive Board of the U. B. and further- 
more be It 

RESOLVED, That this Convention de- 
nounce in unmistakable terms the vile 
methods pursued by Local 155 of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 13.— By Delegate Edward 
Cohen, of Central Labor Union of Lynn: 

WHEREAS, A struggle for supremacy 
between the K. of L. and A. L. U. on the 
one side and the Boot and Shoe Workers 
of America on the other side is going on 
in the city of Lynn, Mass., resulting in 
joint action between the K. of L. and the 
A. L. U. in boycotting the Union Stamp of 
the Boot and Shoe Workers' Union and 
all other Union Labels, Cards and Stamps; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates in con- 
vention assembled do again indorse the 
Union Stamp of the Boot and Shoe Work- 
ers' Union of America; and be It further 
m RESOLVED, That all affiliated organiza- 
tions, organizers and district organizers be 
instructed to use their best endeavors and 
pay particular attention to have placed on 
the unfriendly list all shoes manufactured 
in the cities of Lynn and Haverhill not 
bearing the Union Stamp of the Boot and 
Shoe Workers' Union of America. 

First resolution referred to Committee 
"on Labels. 

Second resolution referred to Committee 
on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 14.— By Delegate A. M. 
Kenney of Elgin Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, The Illinois Iron and Belt 
Company have as yet shown no disposition 
to recognize organized labor in their per- 
sistent refusal to treat with Federal Labor 
Union No. 7241; and 

WHEREAS, The Elgin Trades Council 
have endorsed similar resolutions at a reg- 
ular meeting, held September 21st 1903; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Illinois State Federa- 
tion of Labor in regular Convention assem- 
bled at Springfield, Illinois, October 14tb, 
1903, have also endorsed the same; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor at previous conventions has 
adopted similar resolutions placing the Illi- 
nois Iron and Belt Company upon the 
Unfair List of the American Federation 
of La4ior; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, In regular convention as- 
sembled at Boston. Mass., November 9, 
1903, that we re-affirm the action taken 
at previous conventions and that the afore- 
said firm be still continued upon the Un- 
fair List of this organization. 

Committee on Boycotts. 
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Resolution No. 15.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of Federal Labor Union 6,482; 

WHEREAS, The Miller controversy con< 
cerniug the open shop question and the de- 
cision of President Theodore Roosevelt In 
regard to this matter has been used by 
the enemies of organized labor as a means 
of propaganda for the so-called open shop; 
and 

WHEREAS, This open shop policy Is but 
a subterfuge and a means to strengthen 
the non-union and scab shop position of 
the union-hating capitalist corporations; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this 23d annual con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor holds the open shop to belong to the 
same category of institutions as the non- 
union or scab shop, and that it cannot be 
recognized by organized labor. 

REbOLVED, That this applies to the 
open shop under private management as 
well as to the open shop under govern- 
ment or public management. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 16.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of Federal Labor Union 6,482: 

WHEREAS, The jurisdiction controver- 
sies oetween the National and International 
Unions affiliated with the A. F. of L. are 
continually growing in number and in seri- 
ousness, threatening the very existence of 
the lotted trades union movement; 

WHEREAS, These jurisdiction contro- 
versies are the natural results of the rapid 
changes and developments in the industrial 
conditions of the capitalist system; 

WHEREAS, A clear and correct under- 
standing of the fundamental causes of these 
serious troubles is absolutely required be- 
fore any of the important jurisdiction con- 
troversies can be satisfactorily acted upon; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That a special committee 
of five be immediately appointed, with in- 
structions to draft a statement setting 
forth the natural causes of the jurisdiction 
controversies in a clear and concise manner. 

RESOLVED, That this committee of five 
shall submit its report within 24 hours 
after its appointment, and that no jurisdic- 
tion question be taken up in this Conven- 
tion until this special committee shall have 
submitted its report. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 17.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of Federal Labor Union 6,482, St. 
Louis, Mo.: 

Amendment to Preamble of A. F. of L. 
Constitution: 

Insert the following as the first para- 
graph of Preamble to A. F. of L. Consti- 
tution: 

"WHEREAS, Labor being the creator of 
all values and the foundation of all civil- 
ization, and believing it to be the natural 
right of thos,e who create this social wealth 
to enjoy to the fullest extent the fruits of 
their labor, and realizing that the rapidly 
changing industrial conditions of our time 
and the concentration of capital make It 
Imperative upon the wage working class to 
organize for the purpose of bettering their 
condition and bringing about the emanci- 
pation of labor from wage slavery." 

Committee on Laws. 



Resolution No. 18.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of Federal Labor Union 6,482, St. 
Louis, Mo.: / 

WHEREAS, The most tyrannical and 
despotic means are employed by the coin- J 
bined capitalist corporations in the Western [ 
States to crush organized labor and kill 
organized labor and kill the eight-hour ' 
movement in Colorado. 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor recognizes the solidarity of labor in 
the great struggle for emancipation; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the 23rd annual Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. hereby extends , 
its hearty sympathy to our Western broth- 
ers and donates the sum of one thousand 
dollars ($1000) to the Western Federation 
of Miners in order to help them in their 
heroic struggle and bring about an early 
victory for the great and noble cause of 
Labor. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 19.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn, Federal Labor Union No. 6,482. 

Amendment to Constitution of A. F. 
of L. 

Strike out Section 3 of Article 3 and sub- 
stitute the following: 

"Only such political questions and meas- 
ures affecting the Interests of the working 
class shall be discussed or acted upon by 
the conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor." 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 20. — By Delegate John 
Sinclair of Gloucester Central Union: 

WHEREAS, The Quarry Workers, the 
Granite Cutters' and the Steam Engineers' 
and Firemen's Unions of Cape Ann have 
failed to affiliate with the Gloucester Cen- 
tral Labor Union after repeated requests; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor Convention here assembled, 
take such action as will compel the said 
unions to be represented in the Gloucester 
Central Labor Union. 

Local and Federated Bodies. 

Resolution No. 21. — By Delegate Francis 
Drake of Los Angeles County Council of 
Labor: 

RESOLVED, That each central body af- 
filiated with the American Federation of 
Labor be, and hereby is, requested to create 
a standing committee to assist the Inter- 
national Typographical Union in its con- 
test with the notoriously unfair Los An- 
geles Times, and that the secretary of each 
committee created for this purpose im- 
mediately enter into correspondence with 
Arthur A. Hay, special representative of 
the International Typographical Union, 331- 
332 Wilson Block, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Committee on Boycotts. ' 

Resolution No. 22. — By Delegate Francis 
Drake, of Los Angeles County Council of * 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, Allied corporations and un- 
fair contractors, aided by the notorious Los 
Angeles Times, are flooding Southern Call- l 
fornia with non-union workingmen, for the 
purpose of disrupting unionism in that sec- 
tion, and also defeating the American Fed- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 



eration of Labor and the International 
Typographical Union in their contest with 
the Los Angeles Times; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That in order to meet or- 
ganization with organization, the president 
of the A. F. of L. be, and hereby is, in- 
structed to appoint a special organizer for 
" a period of one year, whose duty it shall 
be to organize the unorganized toilers of 
Southern California to the end that Otis 
and Parry and those of their kind shall 
be thwarted in their efforts to enslave that 
section of the country. 

Indorsed by the following Pacific Coast 
rtelefcates: W. Macarthur, representing 
San Francisco Labor Council; J. B. Dale, 
representing Vallejo (Cal.) Trades and La- 
bor Council; O. A. Tveitmoe (of San Fian- 
<»iseot, representing American Brotherhood 
of Cement Workers; Harry Gurr, repre- 
senting Oregon State Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 23.— By Delegate John M. 
Ryall of Central Trade and Labor Council, 
Richmond, Va. 

WHEREAS, The labor movement in the 
several states has been and is now receiv- 
ing aid from the American Federation of 
Labor in organizing the various crafts of 
these states; and 

WHEREAS, Virginia with its vast 
amount of wage workers is now practically 



unorganized, or at best very poorly organ- 
ized; and 

WHEREAS, The Central bodies and vol- 
unteer organizers of said states have done 
all in their power, owing to the limited 
amount of finance at their disposal, many 
of the organizers doing a large amount ot 
work at their personal expense to bring 
about a more perfect organization of tue 
skilled and unskilled labor of the state; 
and 

WHEREAS, They have not to the best 
of our knowledge and are not now receiv- 
ing any material assistance from the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor In the way of 
organization; and 

WHEREAS, Organization is absolutely 
and positively essential for the propagation 
and unification of the toiling masses in our 
state; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, 
that the President be and is hereby in- 
structed to place an organizer in the said 
state for one year. 

Committee on Organization. 

Delegate Duncan moved that the rules 
be suspended and that the convention ad- 
journ until 9 o'clock Wednesday morning. 
Adopted. 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL REPORT. 



Boston, Mass., November 11, 1903. 
To the OtBcera and Delegates of the Twenty-Third Annual Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor— Greeting : 

The Executive Council has the honor to submit to you its annual report, treating such portions- 
of the matters referred to us as require your attention and should receive your consideration. 

The Executive Council has had six meetings during the past year. The first meeting was held 
November 23, immediately after the close of the New Orleans Convention. 

The second meeting was held at the American Federation of Labor's headquarters at 
Washington, from January 19 to January 24 inclusive. 

The third meeting was held at Toronto from A pril 20 to the 27th. 

The fourth meeting, at Washington, from June 19 to 24 inclusive. 

The fifth meeting also at Washington, from September 21 to 26. 

The sixth meeting held in this city. 

The Executive Council has also acted upon a number of matters, and has voted by letter or 
telegram upon questions submitted by President Gompers during the current year. 

In all, 70 circulars were submitted by President Gompers to the members of the Executive 
Council during the past year, and action was taken upon every one of these questions. 

It was desired to hold a meeting during the past year in one of the western cities, but owing 
to the fact that the members of the Executive Council were immersed in the work of their respective 
unions, it was found impossible to carry out this plan. The members of the Executive Council 
availed themselves of the opportunity to do organizing work at the Toronto session, and speeches- 
were made and public meetings addressed by the various members both going to and coming from 
the Toronto meeting. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The American Federation of Labor has continued and progressed in its work of organization. 
This Federation is the principal agency in the task of organizing the workers of the American con- 
tinent, and of creating a feeling of solidarity and brotherliness throughout the whole laboring 
population. The Executive Council is pleased to report the establishment of new federal and local 
unions; the absorption of independent local unions by national organizations in the same trade, 
the amalgamation of a number of conflicting national organizations ; the settlement of conflicting 
jurisdictional claims between rival national organizations; the continued growth of a feeling of 
mutual dependence, and the closer association of unions in the American Federation of Labor. 
As stated in the officers' reports, the growth of trade unionism during the past year has been: 
greater than in any like period in the history of organized labor, and this development has been 
accompanied by a growth in the deflnlteness and clearness with which trade unionists have 
approached the problems besetting their organizations. The parades and celebrations of Labor 
Day gave to the public a clearer idea than it had before possessed of the strength of our movement. 
The attendance at these demonstrations and celebrations was greater by far than ever before in 
the history of trade unions in North America. 

UNAFFILIATED UNIONS. 

During the past year we have continued the efforts to secure the adherence of unaffiliated 
unions, and advances have been made to these organizations and invitations extended to them to 
join the American Federation of Labor. The Federation has always pursued a conciliatory policy 
toward all unions, though not affiliated with us ; has respected their jurisdiction, and has refrained 
from chartering any union which would trench upon their territory. 
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Letters were addressed by President Oompers to all affiliated International organizations 
and brotherhoods which held conventions during the past year, and the following representatives 
of the Executive Council attended the conventions: Vice-President Morris and Treasurer Lennon, 
the Western Federation of Miners; Vice-President Kidd, Postofflce Clerks' National Association ; 
Messrs. Daniel Harris and Martin Murphy, National Association of Letter Carriers; President 
•James Lynch, of the International Typographical Union, President Wm. D. Huber, of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, and Edgar A. Perkins, president of the Indiana State Federation of 
Labor, Switchmen's Union of North America ; Vice-President Morris, Secretary Kenehan, of the 
Journeymen Horse Shoer's International Union, and Organizer W. H. Montgomery, Railroad 
Trainmen ; Organizer Flynn, Bridge and Structural Iron Workers' International Union. 

A convention of the National Railway Clerks' Association, the Order of Railway Clerks 
of America, and the International Association of Railway Clerks, for the purpose of amalgamating 
the three different organizations, was held In Washington City, and Vice-President O'Connell 
attended the convention as the representative of the American Federation of Labor. It is believed 
that with continued effort the amalgamation of the three organizations in full affiliation with the 
American Federation of Labor will yet be effected. 

ELEVATOR CONSTRUCTORS. 

The application of the Elevator Constructors for a charter met with a protest of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and the International Association of Machinists. The 
opposition of the Electrical Workers was subsequently withdrawn by an agreement entered into 
between it and the applicants, and arrangements were made for a conference between the 
representatives of the Elevator Constructors and of the International Union of Machinists with a 
view of agreeing upon jurisdiction and settling the matters in dispute, and the charter was then 
issued. 

CHARTERS DENIED. 

Of course, we are proud of the record made, in the organizations formed, the increase in 
membership, and the charters issued. These are more minutely referred to in the officers' reports 
submitted, but we take pleasure also in stating that quite a number of applications for charters 
were denied. We have always Insisted that a union shall be bona fide in character, makeup, and 
purpose before it should have the proud privilege of affiliating in the family of trade unions under 
tbe banner of the American Federation of Labor. Among the organizations denied a charter and 
coming under the category to which we refer, is the so-called United Brotherhood of Railway 
Employes, which is undertaking the privateering scheme of wrecking the various brotherhoods of 
steam railroad men. We strive and hope for the affiliation of the latter as well as the few other 
unaffiliated international unions, but we shall not hasten that day nor deserve their confidence or 
respect, nor be true to the principles of trade unionism, if we would encourage rivalry or an- 
tagonism of any character. We have reason to believe that, though by a small adverse majority, 
tbe International Brick Layers and Masons' Union defeated the proposition to affiliate, a reversal 
of this decision will soon occur and the organization affiliated to us. 

SETTLEMENT OF TRADE DISPUTES. 

The Executive Council was called upon in a large number of instances to settle disputes pend- 
ing between employers and unionc, and in many was successful in securing amicable settlements. 

LOCAL STRIKES. 

Appeals were made by a number of local unions for the support of the strikes, and assistance 
was granted in a number of cases. Wherever the union was entitled to such assistance, under the 
constitution of the Federation the Executive Council gave speedy and effective aid, and in a num- 
ber of cases where assistance was urgent we supported the strike, even although there was no 
obligation resting upon us owing to technical violations by the unions. The Executive Council, 
however, desires to impress upon local unions the necessity of complying with the constitution of 
the Federation in the matter of the calling and conducting strikes, and it must also warn local 
unions that they must not be in arrears if they wish to count upon that assistance in the future. 
The Executive Council has been disposed to give the benefit of the doubt to any union, and in a 
number of cases the payment of dues has been waived in view of special emergencies. 
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' JURISDICTION DISPUTES. 

The Executive Council regrets to state that much of its time has been unavoidably taken up 
with the settlement Or attempted settlement of jurisdiction disputes. Despite the fact that your 
body in convention assembled has repeatedly declared for peace between the unions, and has ad- 
(vocated the submission of all matters in dispute to the arbitrament of third parties, the jurisdic- 
tion disputes seem to grow in number and in intensity. We regret to state that while many of 
i he unions so engaged in controversies over jurisdiction are willing to accept any reasonable ar- 
rangement arrived at, a number of unions refuse to abide by the decision of an impartial arbitrator 
and Insist narrowly upon their own interpretation of the boundaries of their trade. 

The Execul ive Council feels called upon to issue to the unions composing this body a solemn 
note of warning as to the dangers which lie in the continuance of jurisdiction disputes. Many 
of the unions appear to be more engrossed in the problem of securing new adherents from unions 
already existing, or to extend the work of their members at the expense of other organizations, 
> than they are in resisting the aggressions of employers, or securing higher wages, shorter hours, 
and better conditions of work. The American Federation of Labor has only limited power in the 
settlement of these disputes. It claims no authority to Intervene and any action which it takes is 
voluntary. The Executive Council, however, has, during the past year repeatedly offered its ser- 
vices to unions engaged in controversies of this nature, and has in every case endeavored to bring 
about an amicable arrangement and a satisfactory settlement of these difficulties. It must be 
realized, however, by all, that the questions of jurisdiction can not be definitely or authoritatively 
settled by the American Federation of Labor alone, but that the success of the unions in solving 
these difficult problems must depend upon their own reasonableness and upon their willingness 
to make mutual concessions and sacrifices for the good of the whole labor movement. 

The Executive Council, however, has fortunately been able to settle a number of the contro- 
versies arising over jurisdiction and similar success is anticipated in a number of controversies 
which are; still pending. We recount a number of the cases and their present status. They will 
necessarily receive your attention and we earnestly hope that, with the co-operation of all, peace, 
good will, and success will result. 

SHEET METAL WORKERS. 

Despite the fact that the Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers' International Association was 
a formidable organization, several locals of the craft in some of the important cities of the country 
were unattached thereto. The greatest hostility existed between them, resulting in the injury of 
the members of the craft, as well as to the labor movement in the several localities. We endeav- 
ored to bring about an understanding through correspondence and conferences, but without avail. 
The Amalgamated Association was about to hold a convention, and our strongest influences were 
concentrated upon having the representatives of the unattached locals to send a committee to that 
convention, fully empowered to act for their constituents, with the result that true amalgamation 
has been accomplished and but one comprehensive international union of the trade now exists. 
Vice-President Kidd, at the request of President Gompers, acted as the representative of the 
American Federation of Labor at this convention. 

TEAM DRIVERS AND TEAMSTERS. 

In conformity with resolution No. 184, adopted by the New Orleans convention, the Execu- 
tive Council took steps to terminate the controversy between the Team Drivers' International 
Union and the Teamsters' National Union. Each of these unions appointed three members from 
its own organization and one each from the floor of the convention, the ninth delegate being ap- 
pointed by President Gompers. In accordance with this action John A. Moflett, as representative 
of the American Federation of Labor, submitted a full report and decision by which an amalga- 
mation took place upon terms fixed upon by the members of both unions represented, according 
to membership. This decision gave rise to a number of questions as to interpretation, which were 
solved to the satisfaction of both parties, and the question of amalgamation was taken up and 
settled in a joint convention at Niagara during August of this year. The attention of the Execu- 
tive Council in this matter brought to a close a prolonged and bitter contest. 

IRON MOLDERS AND COREMAKERS. 

Conference was held between representatives of the Iron Molders' Union of North America 
and the Coremakers' International Union and an agreement reached by which the latter became 
amalgamated with the Iron Molders' Union of North America to the satisfaction and advantage of 
both. 
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UPHOLSTERERS. 

The conflict existing between the International Upholsterers' Union and the Upholsteters 
Union of New York City occasioned much correspondence which led to a conference betwe?n l lie 
representatives of both parties in interest. An agreement was reached, submitted to the convention 
of the International union, and ratified, by which the policy of division was abandoned and unity 
accomplished. 

METAL MECHANICS VERSUS PLUMBERS. 

The contest between the International Association of Allied Metal Mechanics and the local 
plumbers' union of Pittsburg was taken up by the Executive Council and satisfactory arrangement 
was made between these unions and confirmed by the Council. 

LADIES' GARMENT AND LAUNDRY WORKERS. 

The dispute existing between the Ladies' Garment Workers' International Union and the 
Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers' International Union as to jurisdiction over certain classes of 
work has been adjusted by a conference having been held and an agreement reached by which 
u nder certain conditions which formerly formed the subject of controversy the joint use of the label 
is to obtain. 

PLUMBERS AND ELECTRICAL WORKERS. 

The controversy between the United Association of Plumbers, Gas Fitters, SI earn Fitters, and 
Steam Fitters' Helpers and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Woikers, regarding the 
Jurisdiction over conduit workers, was renewed and taken up in the April meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council. The former decision was reaffirmed that the question in dispute was covered by the 
general decision, and in accordance therewith conduit work stands awarded to the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 

LAUNDRY WORKERS VERSUS GARMENT WORKERS. 

In the dispute between the Shirt, Waist, and Laundry Workers' International Union and the 
United Garment Workers of America, regarding the right of jurisdiction over shirt and waist 
makers and the use of their labels, the Executive Council made an award in accordance with pre- 
vious decisions. 

We are gratified to report that at a conference between the representatives of both organiza_ 
tions and President Gompers an entirely satisfactory agreement was reached. 

BREWERY WORKERS-ENGINEERS-FIREMEN. 

The dispute between the International Unions of Brewery Workers, of Engineers, and of 
Firemen occupied the attention of our conventions and of the Executive Council for many years, 
and notwithstanding extraordinary efforts on our part to bring about an understanding and our 
sympathetic co-operation in their own interest, the situation is far from satisfactory. This reached 
such an acute stage that at the last convention the following resolution was passed : 

Resolved, That all engineers and firemen employed in breweries must belong to their respec- 
tive international unions and that an agreement shall be drawn up between the brewery workers, 
the engineers, and firemen, in effect, that when a trade difficulty arises affecting the interest of 
either one, all three mentioned organizations must co-operate in adjusting said dispute; said 
agreement to be drawn up by two members from each of the three mentioned organizations and 
two members of the Executive Council of the American BVderation of Labor, said committee to 
meet within sixty days after the adjournment of this convention. 

Under this resolution a conference was held by the representatives of the organizations 
named on January 16 last at Cincinnati, Ohio, and an agreement reached as follows : 

AGREEMENT. 

"Section 1. In accordance with the resolution adopted by the American Federation of Labor 
Convention atNew Orleans, November22, 1902 (which appears on page208of the affixed proceedings), 
the following agreement has been entered into forthe purpose of securing th«*best possible working 
conditions forthe members of the above-named organizations, viz: joint working agreements and 
uniform date for signing same. 

"Sec. 2. A joint conference board shall be formed, consisting of four members: two from the 
International Union of United Brewery Workers, one from the International Union of steam 
Engineers, and one from the International Brotherhood of Stationary Kir< men. In case of t he 
board being unable to reach a decision, they shall select a fifth man, within two days, and the 
decision reached by the board thus constituted shall be final. 

44 Sec. 3. A joint conference board shall be formed in each city or locality where there are 
ocal unions of the above-named organizations. 
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44 Sec. 4. Each local union, or unions, desiring the assistance of the parties of this contract 
shall present their demands to the joint conference board for approval. 

"Sec. 6. If the joint conference board does not approve demands or grievances submitted 
an appeal can be taken to the joint conference board provided for in section 2. Decision of this 
Board to be final and binding on all parties to this agreement. 

"Sec. 6. All questions under consideration by the national or local conference boards shall 
be decided by a majority vote. 

"Sec. 7. In case of disagreement regarding the interpretation of this agreement, the same 
shall be referred to a disinterested party of arbitrators consisting of three members (one to be 
selected by each organization), whose award or finding shall be binding on all parties. 

"Sec. 8. Joint conference boards of different cities or localities in entering into agreements 
must arrange that they terminate at the same time. 

"Sec. 9. New contracts shall not be extended beyond the time of contract or contracts now 
in existence. 

"Sec. 10. Grievances requiring joint strikes must be approved by the joint conference board 
of the city or locality and the joint conference board of the international unions. 

"Sec. 11. Strikes may be declared off by a majority vote of the conference board of the inter- 
national unions. 

"Sec. 12. All engineers and firemen now members of the International Brewery Workers' 
Union shall be admitted to membership in local unions of engineers and firemen, without pay- 
ment of initiation fees or fines, upon the presentation of a card or due book, showing that they are 
in good standing up to date in the International Union of United Brewery Workers. 

" Sec. 13. Amendments may be proposed hereafter by either party, and, on ratification by the 
other parties in such manner as its laws provide, shall become a part of this agreement." 

Subject to ratification by special convention of the United Brewery Workers of America. 

(Signed) JUL. ZORN. 

LOUIS KEMPER, 
Representing the International Union of United Brewery Workers 
GEORGE V. LIGHTHALL, 
P. McMAHON, 
Representing the International Union of Steam Engineers. 
C. L. 8HAMP, 
TIMOTHY HEALY, 
Representing the International Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen. 

FRANK MORRISON, 
JAS. O'CONNELL, 
Representing the American Federation of Labor. 

Thereupon the officers of the United Brewery Workers' International Union called a special 
convention of that organization with the evident design of defeating the purpose of both the New 
Orleans convention resolution as well as the agreement, for at that convention the agreement was 
so changed, without conference with or consent of the other parties thereto, as to render it mean- 
ingless and ineffective. Of course, this led to further rivalry and friction and reprisals. 

At Columbus, Ohio, the situation became so acute that, having the matter brought to our 
attention, we rendered the following declaration and decision : 

" 1. That all agreements entered into by the firemen and engineers with the Columbus, Ohio, 
brewery proprietors, incidental to the dispute, be annulled.. 

"2. That men employed in the breweries in Columbus, in accordance therewith, should be 
withdrawn; and 

"3. That representatives of the three organizations meet jointly for the purpose of entering 
into a contract with the employing brewers of Columbus, Ohio, in accordance with the terms of the 
agreement entered into at Cincinnati, Ohio, January 16, 1903. 

We delegated Organizer Pierce as the representative of the American Federation of Labor to 
proceed immediately to the seat of contest, there to carry out the decision rendered, which, as you 
will observe, is in exact accord with the resolution adopted at New Orleans. 

We had the controversy again brought to our attention, but this time as it exists in St. Louis, 
and at our September meeting, after hearing all parties, came to the following conclusion : 

"In the matter of the dispute in St. Louis among members of the Brewery Workers, th e 
Engineers, and the Firemen's unions in the breweries of that city, we find that the temporary o r 
provisional agreement with the brewery firms, made July 3, 1902, anticipated a final decision on th e 
question of jurisdiction at the New Orleans American Federation of Labor convention, and stipu- 
lated to be governed thereby. The decision rendered by the New Orleans convention of the Ameri 
can Federation of Labor provided that the engineers and firemen in breweries must belong to the 
respective international unions of those crafts, and in accordance with these facts we hold and so 
decide that representatives of the three unions shall meet in St. Louie not later than the first week 
in October, for the purpose of forming a joint agreement as per the provisions of the New Orleans 
resolution on the subject." 

At our Toronto meeting the legality of the decision of the New Orleans convention was ques. 
tioned by the brewery workers' representatives, Mr. Kiendl asserting that the delegates of the 
United Brewery Workers' International Union to the New Orleans convention of the American 
Federation of Labor reported to the convention of the International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen : 

1. That at the time the vote was taken upon the subjectrmatter in controversy there was not 
a quorum present, as required by the constitution of the American Federation of Labor. 
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2. That the constitution of the American Federation of Labor provides that when one-tenth 
of the delegates present call for a yea and nay vote it shall be ordered ; that a call was made by one- 
tenth of the delegates for a roll call for the yea and nay vote upon the question in controversy and 
It was refused. 

3. That the delegates of the brewery workers were willing to make affidavit as to the accuracy 
thereof. 

4. That on account of this they should have recourse to the referendum of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Mr. Kemper entered objection to the third statement. He said their delegation had not been 
consulted in regard to the matter, and Mr. Kiendl was not a delegate to and was not conversant 
with what transpired at the convention. 

The Executive Council answered the above as follows : 

1. That at all times during the New Orleans convention of the American Federation of Labor 
a quorum was present; that even if this were not so, the time to interpose that objection was 
when the question was under consideration at the convention ; that the failure to make the objec- 
tion at the time precluded the consideration of such an objection thereafter. 

2. That a roll call for a yea and nay vote was not demanded upon the question at issue at the 
New Orleans convention. 

3. That the making of an affidavit is not necessarily the proof of the accuracy thereof, and in 
-view of the question not being raised at the New Orleans convention, they can not be entered now. 

4. That but few of the international unions have the means by which a referendum vote upon 
any subject of their own can be referred to a referendum vote ; nence it is impossible for the 
American Federation of Labor to provide a, referendum vote until its affiliated international 
unions have provided the means by which such a vote can be taken. 

The engineers' and firemens' rei resentatives demanded the revocation of the brewery workers' 
charter. We rendered the following decision : 

In the matter of the application for the revocation of the charter held by the United Brewery 
Workers' International Union for its failure to abide by the decision of the New Orleans conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor, which reads as follows : 

Resolved, That all engineers and firemen employed in breweries must belong to their respec- 
tive international unions, and that an agreement shall be drawn up between the brewery workers, 
the engineers and firemen, in effect that when a trade difficulty arises affecting the interest of 
either one, all three mentioned organizations must co-operate in adjusting said dispute; said agree- 
ment to be drawn up by two members from each of the three mentioned organizations and two 
members of the Executive Council of the American Federation of Labor, said committee to meet 
within sixty days after the adjournment of this convention. 

The Executive Council feels loath to resort to so drastic a measure, believing that after all the 
efficiency, permanency, and success of the American Federation of Labor depends upon the good 
will and voluntary acquiescence of international unions in the decisions rendered by the highest 
tribunal in the labor movement— the convention of the American Federation of Labor, we are 
convinced beyond question that the United Brewery Workers' International Union seriously errs 
and stands in the way of its own success, provoking antagonism from sources which should and 
would be fraternal, helpful, and co-operative, if it voluntarily and broad-mindedly gave its full 
adhesion to the recommendations and decisions of the Executive Council and of the American 
Federation of Labor itself. 

The causes of the constant strife, strikes, and lockouts in various cities are due primarily to 
the unwise course pursued by the United Brewery Workers' International Union in rejecting and 
acting in violation of the advice and decision rendered as the result of the experience of the labor 
movement. 

We therefore urge upon the executive officers of the United Brewery Workers' International 
Union full compliance with the decision of the New Orleans convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and with the agreement reached at Cincinnati, Ohio, January 16, 1908, by the repre- 
sentatives of the United Brewery Workers' international Union, the International Union of Steam 
Engineers, and the International Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen. 

We strongly impress upon the executive officers of the United Brewery Workers' Inter- 
national Union the absolute necessity of complying with the decision above referred to at the 
earliest possible date, and to so advise us, so that we may be relieved of the disagreeable duty in- 
cumbent upon us in dealing with organizations that violate the decisions of the convention. 

We then directed Organizer Ireland to proceed to St. Louis and endeavor to effect a settlement 
upon the lines indicated. The brewery workers claimed that he was biased, and then Organizer 
Pierce was substituted, who submitted the following report: 

organizer's report, ST. LOUIS. 

Mr. Samuel Oompers, 

President, American Federation of Labor. 
Dear Sir and Brother: I arrived in St. Louis on October 15 and immediately wired Mr. 
Kemper, secretary of the International Union of United Brewery Workmen of America; Mr. McKee, 
secretary-treasurer of the International Union of Steam Engineer*, and Mr. Shamp, secretary of the 
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International Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen, requesting them to come to St. Louis and aid: 
in settling the difficulty. 

Mr. McKee, of the engineers, and Mr. Shamp, of the firemen, responded to my request and 
both gentlemen arrived in St. Louis on October 16. Mr. Kemper, of the brewery workmen, wired he 
could not come, but that Mr. Aug. Priesterbach, of St. Louis, had been instructed to meet me and 
represent the brewery workmen. 

On October 1 6 1 received a wi re from Mr. Priesterbach notifying me that he was out of town but 
would return not later than October 19. 

I delayed active work until the morning of the 20th in order that the representative of the 
brewery workmen might be present. Hearing nothing from him on the 20th I telephoned to the 
three local headquarters of the brewery workmen asking if Mr. Priesterbach had returned. The 
reply was JVb, and no one could give any information as to when he would return. 

I notified Secretary Kemper by wire that his representative had not appeared and that I 
should proceed with my work. 

Secretary Kemper wired back that he had wired Priesterbach to take up the matter with me 
immediately. Still he did not come, and hearing nothing further from him I decided to start my 
investigation of the difficulty existing and try and adjust the same. 

The committee representing the International Union of Steam Engineers and Internationa 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen met with me and made the following statements : 

That for some time prior and up to August 25, 1903, the engineers and a majority of the firemen 
in the breweries of St. Louis were members of their respective international craft organizations. 

That just prior to August 25, 1903, President Lighthall, of the engineers, and Secretary Shamp, 
of the firemen, together with a local committee of their respective organizations, undertook to 
place agreements in force in the St. Louis breweries to govern their trades. 

They flrstf tried to obtain a hearing with the secretary of the St. Louis Brewers' Association, 
which hearing was refused. They then proceeded to visit the independent breweries, and stated 
to them what their wishes were and asked that their right to control the engine and boiler room 
be recognized and their agreements signed. 

Mr. Menzenwerth, representing the Anheuser-Busch Brewing Company, suggested that a. 
meeting of the brewers' association should be held for the purpose of meeting the representatives 
of the engineers' and firemen's organizations, and that he would see that such a meeting was held, 
and if the brewers' association would not do business with the representatives of the engineers and 
firemen, then the independent brewers would. 

The meeting of the brewers' association was arranged, and the representatives'of the engineers 
and firemen were requested to attend, which they did, but when they arrived they found that a 
committee of the brewery workmen were already in conference with the brewers' association. 

The engineers and firemen's committee were kept waiting for over an hour, and were finally 
told by the representative of the brewers' association that objections had been raised to the size of 
the committee, and as the brewery workmen only had five men present the engineers and firemen 
jointly should only have five. The engineers and firemen promptly refused to accede to such a 
request, and as the meeting was called for the purpose of hearing what they had to say, and not 
the brewery workmen, they demanded that they be heard. The representative of the brewers' 
association went back to the meeting, and again the engineers and firemen were kept waiting. 
After waiting a reasonable length of time and hearing nothing more from their request, the engineers 
and firemen left. 

The following day the two committees representing the engineers and firemen paid another 
visit to the individual breweries and demanded the signing of their agreements, and meeting with 
a refusal, began to call their men out of the engine and boiler rooms. Twenty-three engineers and 
seventy-five firemen in all came out, and their places have all been filled by members of the 
International Union of United Brewery Workmen. 

After hearing the side of the engineers and the firemen I met Mr. Jones, who represents the 
brewers' association. I stated to him plainly the decision of the American Federation of Labor in 
the brewery workmen, engineers, and firemen's controversy, and asked what we could expect 
from his association? His reply was, that the brewery workmen do not recognize that decision as 
final, and until it is settled once and forall the brewery proprietors proposed to stand neutral. 

1 called his attention to the fact that the matter had been decided and that the decision 
would have to stand until the American Federation of Labor saw fit to change it, and that in my 
opinion the brewers' association had already placed themselves in such a position by employing 
members of one organization to take the places of others, in direct violation of the decision of the 
American Federation of Labor; that they could no longer lay claim that they were neutral, as they 
bad by such action taken sides in the matter. 
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Mr. Jones then stated that he was willing to do business with the engineers' and firemen's 
associations, provided that if he did so, and the brewery workmen should strike, we would fill 
their places. He was told we would not guarantee any such a thing. 

I then asked him if he had any reason to believe that if the brewers' association lived up to 
the decision that the brewery workmen would strike. His answer was. No. (Although later on I 
was told by the representative of the Anheuser-Busch Brewing Company that such a threat had 
been made. ) 

Mr. Jones then stated, as we would not agree to fill men's places who might strike, they 
would take the lesser of two evils and stay as they were. 

Mr. Jones was then asked to call a meeting of his association so that the matter might be laid 
fairly before them, so no one could claim they were not officially notified of the decision of the 
American Federation of Labor bearing on the question at issue. This he (Jones) refused, stating 
that his people were satisfied and understood the question. He furnished me with a list of breweries 
outside the association, and I proceeded to interview them. 

I met Mr. Menzenwerth, of the Anheuser-Busch Brewing Company, and explained the decision 
to him. After I had finished, he stated he did not care to discuss the matter with me individually 
but he would like very much to have me explain the matter to the brewers' association as a whole, 
as the independent breweries had acted with that association all through the controversy and he 
felt they should continue to do so. He suggested holding the meeting on Friday, October 23, at 8 
p. m., and asked me to see Mr. L. Lemp and make arrangements for the same. I did as requested ; 
saw Mr. Lemp, and the meeting was arranged. Up to this time, or between October 15 and 
October 21, no representative of the brewery workmen appeared, but in the afternoon of October 
22 (after I had arranged to meet the brewers' association on the 23d) three gentlemen called upon 
me and, handing me their cards, which showed they were local officers of the brewery workmen, 
they stated that they had simply called to notify me that Mr. Priesterbach would be in the 
city Friday night, October 23, or Saturday morning, the 24th. I told them I should continue my 
work just the same, and I should attend a meeting of the brewers' association, in company with 
a committee of the engineers and firemen, and if the brewery workers were not represented, it was 
their fault and not mine. 

The brewery workers left, and on Friday, the 23d, at about one o'clock p. m. t I was called to 
the telephone by the brewers' association and told by Mr. Jones that the meeting Friday after- 
noon could not be held, as their association had certain rules to go by in order to call a meeting, 
and I had not complied with their rules. I explained to Mr. Jones that nothing of that nature had 
been mentioned before and I knew nothing of their rules. After further talk with him I became 
convinced that there was some other reason than the one given for breaking faith with me at the 
last moment, and told them they could keep their word with me that afternoon or not at all, and 
the meeting did not take place. 

After receiving further orders from headquarters I made no further attempt to meet the 
brewers' association. 

Met Mr. Priesterbach on Saturday, October 24, and made arrangements for a joint meeting of 
the brewery workmen, engineers, and firemen for Tuesday, October 27. 

On Tuesday the three committees met, but on account of a run on the St. Louis trust com- 
panies taking place on that'day and the different organizations having their funds in the same, 
-which they wished to look after, we adjourned to meet Wednesday, October 28. 

We met Wednesday, all three organizations represented, and after a discussion of the con- 
troversy again adjourned to Thursday, October 29, when each organization was to present its 
positions and claims in writing and we could then see if anything could be done. 

Met Thursday, October 29, and each organization presented its positions, which you will find 
accompanying this report. Each side stated that the documents presented by them were final, and 
seeing that nothing further could be done I adjourned the meeting. 

Mr. Priesterbach justified his position by saying his international union at their Cincinnati 
convention had laid down a certain policy and he individually would not undertake to override 
the decision of the international union. 

Having nothing further to do in the matter, I closed my work and left for headquarters. 

Respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) J. D. PIERCE, General Organizer. 

ENGINEERS' STATEMENT. 

St. Louis, Mo., October 29, 1903. 
In order that the difficulty which now exists in St. Louis between the locals of the brewery 
workmen, engineers, and firemen may be settled, we submit the following as our position in the 
matter : 



Digitized by 



Googk 



82 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

Prior to August 28, 1903, all engineers in the employ of the St. Louis breweries were members 
of locals Nos. 2, 43, and 44 of the International Union of Steam Engineers. On August the 28th our 
members were obliged to strike, and since leaving their jobs the places have been filled by men 
holding cards in tjie brewery workmen, which we believe to be contrary to the trade union princi- 
ples and in opposition to the decision rendered by the American Federation of Labor at the New 
Orleans convention. "We, therefore, ask that members of the brewery workmen, who are now 
holding the positions of our striking members, be withdrawn from the breweries, and that we be 
given jurisdiction over that part of the plants, in conformity with the decision of the trade union 
movement, represented in the American Federation of Labor. 

J. P. MCDONOUGH. 

BREWERY WORKERS' STATEMENT. 

The statement signed and submitted by brewery workmen representatives is as follows: 

St. Louis, Mo., October 29, 1903. 

In accordance with the resolution adopted at the New Orleans convention, and a recent in- 
struction of the Executive Council of the American Federation of Labor; that a conference be held 
in the city of St. Louis, by and between the representatives of the International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen, the International Union of Steam Engineers, the International Brotherhood 
of Stationary Firemen, and a representative of the American Federation of Labor, for the purpose 
of drawing up an agreement to carry out the provisions of the resolution adopted at the New 
Orleans convention : 

The representatives of the International Union of United Brewery Workmen hereby submit 
the following preamble and resolutions for the consideration of the conference, and respectfully 
urge their adoption : 

" Whereas, the resolution of the New Orleans convention does not specify any time within 
which the International Union of United Brewery Workmen are required to surrender Jurisdiction oyer 
the Engineers and Firemen now members of said organization and employed in breweries; and 

" Whereas, the resolution stipulates that an agreement shall be drawn up between the parties 
in interest to aid in adjusting any dispute in relation thereto: and 

44 Whereas, the agreement drawn up by the representatives of the said organizations on Janu- 
ary 16, 1903, provided that the said agreement should be subject to the ratification of the special 
convention of the International Union of United Brewery Workmen; and 

41 Whereas, the said convention of the International Union of United Brewery Workmen re- 
fused to ratify the said agreement; 

44 Therefore be it resolved, that it is the sense of this conference that the engineers and firemen 
employed in breweries, and now under the Jurisdiction of the International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen, shall become members of the International Unions of Engineers and Firemen 
whenever the Executive Council or a convention of the American Federation of Labor shall by 
resolution require all engineers and firemen, who are now members of labor organizations affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, to become members of the International Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen and members of the International Union of Steam Engineers. 11 

AUG. PRIESTERBACH. 



W. SCHREPEL. 
JACOB 3ABELMANN. 
J. GEHBAUER. 
¥M. C. EGGEMANN. 
JOS. HAHN. 
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FIREMEN'S STATEMENT, ST. LOUIS. 

St. Louis, Mo., October 29, 1903. 

In order that the difficulty which now exists in St. Louis between the locals of the brewery 
workmen, engineers, and firemen may be settled, we submit the following as our position in the 
matter : 

Prior to August 28, 1903, the majority of all the firemen in the employ of the St. Louis 
breweries were members of local No. 6 of the International Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen. 
On August 28 our members were obliged to strike, and since leaving their jobs the places have 
been filled by men holding cards in the brewery workmen, which we believe to be contrary to the 
trade union principles and in opposition to the decision rendered by the American Federation of 
Labor at the New Orleans convention. We therefore ask that members of the brewery workmen 
who are now holding the positions of our striking members be withdrawn from the breweries; and 
that we be given jurisdiction over that part of the plants in conformity with the decision of the 
trade union movement represented in the American Federation of Labor. 

P. MILLER. 

The instructions given to Organizers Ireland and Pierce was to the effect to bring about a 
settlement and endeavor to avoid an interruption in the industry, for we were anxious to prevent 
any inconvenience, much less injury, to employers who are inclined to be fair to and come to an 



Digitized by 



Googk 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 83 

agreement with organized labor. The decision of the New Orleans convention and our efforts 
id stead of receiving the due consideration and acquiescence to which they were entitled, were- 
openly and flagrantly antagonized by the brewery workers. The agreements made by the brewery 
workers with the St. Louis brewery employers last year in regard to engineers and firemen were 
dependent upon a decision to be reached by the American Federation of Labor at New Orleans. 
Surely nobody could come to any conclusion or reach a decision more emphatically than was 
rendered in this case at the New Orleans convention of the American Federation of Labor. Despite 
this fact the brewery workers contend that another and an opposite decision shall be reached by 
this convention. 

There is, perhaps, no organization in the country which receives the more cordial and hearty 
support of the American Federation of Labor than does the Brewery Workers' International Union. 
In the splendid work of raising the brewery workers from the misery of long hours and low 
wages to their present improved conditions we have materially aided them, and in their achievement 
we take great pride. We are all oi us anxious to be helpful to that organization for still further 
advancement, but we can not be indifferent to its utter disregard of the judgment and conclusions 
reached by the American Federation of Labor. 

SHEET METALWORKERS AND PAINTERS. 

The Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers' International Union entered a complaint against the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, and Paperhangers of America, alleging that the latter were 
intrenching upon the former's jurisdiction and work by having its members perform the work of 
glazing in metallic skylights and sashes. Despite conferences and correspondence upon the sub- 
ject, a satisfactory agreement has not yet been reached, although we are endeavoring to induce the 
organizations to confer and arrange for a working basis. 

UNITED BROTHERHOOD AND AMALGAMATED SOCIETY OF CARPENTERS 

The dispute between the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America and the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners caused great friction and several conflicts during 
the year. We have endeavored to bring about a satisfactory adjustment of the difficulties, each of 
which for one reason or another has not brought about the desired result. A conference of both 
organizations in the early part of the year proved fruitless, particularly owing to the fact that they 
had failed to agree upon and select an umpire. We seconded the efforts of President Gompers in 
insisting upon both organizations complying with the New Orleans decision and agreement, that 
is, to select an umpire for the purpose of bringing about an amalgamation of both organizations* 
This finally resulted in the selection of Mr. A. Strasser as umpire, who, after extended hearings and 
great deliberation, has rendered a decision and award and formulated a plan for amalgamation* 
Copies of Umpire Strasser's decision, award, and plan were forwarded to both organizations. 
Secretary Duffy, on behalf of the united brotherhood, has advised us that the executive board 0* 
his organization approved and agreed to the same. Secretary Atkinson, of the amalgamated 
society, has acknowledged the receipt of the award but has not yet advised us of it* acceptance. 

We sincerely hope that the amalgamated society may soon acquiesce, for, under the plant 
every essential feature beneficial to the members and the craft now contained in the system of the 
amalgamated society will become part of the united brotherhood, and an effective organization 
will be an accomplished fact, with all the elements of rivalry, strife, and antagonism, so injurious 
to the interests ol the carpenters and to all labor, eliminated. 

BLACKSMITHS AND ALLIED METAL MECHANICS. 

In compliance with resolution of the New Orleans convention representatives of the Inter- 
national Association of Allied Metal Mechanics and the International Brotherhood of Blacksmiths 
met in conference, Vice-President O'Connell acting as umpire. Hearings were had and an award 
made. Against this award the Allied Metal Mechanics protested to us and asked its reversal. We 
have taken up this matter at two sessions of the Executive Council, but were unable to reach an 
agreement as to our duties and powers in the premises. For your convenience and information 
we report the resolutions which were offered at the first session when this subject came before us 
and when all three resolutions were defeated. At the second meeting the first and second were 
defeated and the third adopted. They are as as follows : 

"Moved, that in the appeal of the International Association of Allied Metal Mechanics 
against the award of the umpire agreed upon by the representatives of the above-named organiza- 
tion and the International .brotherhood of Blacksmiths to adjust the dispute between these two 
organizations in the matter of the jurisdiction over blacksmiths' helpers, it is the decision of the 
Executive Council that it has no right to review a case that has been adjudged by an arbitrator to 
whom was referred the subject-matter in controversy when both parties to the same having agreed 
in advance to abide thereby. 

"Moved, that in the pending dispute between the International Association of Allied Metal 
Mechanics and the international Brotherhood of Blacksmiths, relative to the blacksmiths helpers 
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and the drop-forgers, the evidence submitted to us, including the award by Vice-President O'Con- 
nell, shows that there was no signed agreement for the transfer of members, but that the incidental 
transfer of members was entered into through a misunderstanding, and because of which we 
declare that the conditions as they existed before the transfer of members shall be restored, and if 
the two organizations desire to transfer members from one body to the other they shall meet by 
committee appointed for that purpose and enter into a signed agreement accordingly. 

"Moved, that in the dispute between the Allied Metal Mechanics and the International 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths that it is the sense of the Executive Council that it is not within its 
province to review a decision rendered by an arbitrator when the arbitration has been agreed upon 
by both parties thereto; but that the Executive Council has the right, when they believe that the 
evidence submitted to them warrants the conclusion that an injustice may have been done either . 
party to recommend to the next convention of the American Federation of Labor that the case be 
reopened, and that in this case we do so recommend. 

UNITED ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBERS AND NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF STEAM FITTERS. 

Some years ago the National Association of Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers applied 
for a charter to the American Federation of Labor. Against its issuance the United Association of 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters' Helpers protested. The convention that 
year selected a committee rather favorably disposed toward the former organization to investigate 
the matter and report to the Executive Council as to whether the charter should be issued, and if* 
the recommendation was affirmative that the charter be issued. The report favored the issuance of 
the charter upon certain stipulated conditions. The National Association officers were communi- 
cated with and upon receiving their approval charter was issued to it under the conditions named. 

Complaint was made by the United Association that the National Association was constantly 
violating the conditions under which the charter was issued to the latter. This resulted in much 
friction and controversy. The last convention at New Orleans decided that the entire subject-matter 
in controversy between the two organizations be referred to a committee representing both organi- 
zations and that an umpire be selected by the American Federation of Labor. Mr. Frank A. Risi, 
of Typographical Union of Cincinnati, was appointed as umpire. A conference was held, Mr. 
Rist renrlering a decision and award, which in substance provided for the merging of the National 
Association with the United Association upon the following terms as previously proposed by the 
United Association : 

" First. That the entire constitution of the united association be adopted by the national 
association, in so far as it relates to cards, revenue, reports, due books, conventions, supplies, 
organizers, and general officers. 

"Second. That all steam, hot water, and sprinkler fitters and their helpers shall be known as 
members of the Steam and Hot Water Fitters' Alliance of the United Association, except where 
there are not enough steam or hot water fitters, etc., in any certain city to form a separate local 
under their particular alliance, but it is expressly understood and agreed that all fitters shall be 
under the control and jurisdiction of the aforesaid alliance, and subject at all times to the man- 
dates and rulings of that body. 

"Third. That the Steam and Hot Water Fitters' Alliance of the United Association shall, in 
regular convention of the united association, elect such officers as they may deem necessary, this 
to include an executive board, which board shall decide all matters of dispute between the mem- 
bers of their alliance concerning the constitution or working rules, fines, etc., but where appeals or 
constitutional questions involve directly the plumbers or gas fitters they shall be decided by a 
standing committee composed of one steam fitter, one gas fitter, one sprinkler fitter, one plumber, 
and one steam fitters' helper, and all such questions shall be referred to this arbitration committee 
through the general secretary-treasurer in the same manner as all other propositions are referred 
to the general executive board of the united association. 

"Fourth. That the secretary-treasurer of the Steam Fitters 1 Alliance shall have access to the 
office and books of the united association and be furnished with desk room at the general office. 
His duties shall be to attend to correspondence between the locals of his alliance where such corre- 
spondence has specific reference to the steam fitting industry. 

" Fifth. That the sum of $1,200 be paid annually toward the salary of the secretary-treasurer of 
the Steam Fitters' Alliance out of the funds of the united association. 

" Sixth. That it is distinctly understood and agreed that all regular taxes and other constitu- 
tional revenues levied on the general membership of the united association shall be binding on all 
steam and hot water fitters, etc., the same to be paid to and receipted for by the general secretary- 
treasurer ot the united association, and that in return such members shall receive all the rights and 
benefits provided for in the united association general constitution or otherwise agreed upon by 

f Vila fl-llifljHCG 

"Seventh. It is also understood and agreed that the Steam and Hot Water Fitters' Alliance 
shall have full right of control and jurisdiction over all working rules concerning steam and hot 
water fitters, etc. (trade dispute between the same), initiation fees, where the same do not conflict 
with the principle of the system now in use by the united association. It is further agreed that this 
alliance shall not be altered or amended by any convention of the united association unless the 
steam and hot water and sprinkler fitter members are equally represented in such^convention or on 
a subcommittee of the convention. 

" Eighth. No part of this agreement shall be construed to prohibit the Steam Fitters 1 Alliance 
from levying any special assessment, or maintaining any fund of any character, or electing any 
officer or officers for their particular benefit, or performing any other act deemed necessary for 
their particular benefit that is not contrary to the general constitution of the united association." 
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The decision of Mr. Rist was also to the effect that unless the national association complied 
with the award and became merged with the united association the charted held by the former 
should be revoked by the American Federation of Labor. The national association refused to 
abide by the award and under it we had no alternative but to revoke the charter. 

The national association has advised us that it proposes to appeal to this convention from the 
award rendered. As to whether it is within the province of this convention to entertain an appeal 
of this character, and possibly reverse an award rendered by an umpire, you must determine. 

METAL MECHANICS, METAL WORKERS, AND MACHINISTS. 

The dispute of the Allied Metal Mechanics with the United Metal Workers and the Machin- 
ists' International Association regarding the question of jurisdiction was taken up by us and already 
partially reported' the metal workers directed to confine themselves to their original Jurisdiction 
under which the charter to the organization was granted; that President O'Connell of the machin- 
ists filed a statement covering the jurisdiction claimed by his organization; that inasmuch as the 
convention of the allied metal mechanics would be held shortly, the metal workers send a com- 
mittee with power to that convention to act; that Vice-President O'Connell act as the representative 
of the American Federation of Labor at that conference and that an agreement be reached for a clear 
line of demarcation of jurisdiction of each organization so that all might co-operate to advance the 
interests of all and avoid friction and ill-feeling occasioned by invasion of each other's rights. 

CARPENTERS AND WOOD WORKERS. 

The United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America and the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers' International Union have been in dispute for several years regarding matters of jurisdic- 
tion. At one time an agreement, or understanding, existed between these organizations upon the 
subject of jurisdiction over certain classes of work, but for a long time it has been unsettled. 
Committees and the Executive Council reported fully upon this subject; particularly was this the 
case in our report to the New Orleans convention. A resolution was adopted there, however 
referring the entire subjectrmatter to a committee representing both organizations, the committee 
to select and agree upon an umpire. The committee met and selected Mr. P. H. Downey, who 
subsequently rendered an award. The United Brotherhood of Carpenters, however, were dissatisfied 
with the award and refused to live up to its terms. The Amalgamated Wood Workers thereupon 
met and applied to us for a revocation of the charter of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters. 
We thereupon placed ourselves in correspondence with General Secretary Duffy, of the carpenters, 
reciting the fact that the New Orleans convention had referred the controversy to a conference 
committee and the United Brotherhood had agreed to abide by the decision. 

In his letter of July 6 Secretary Duffy claimed that his union had not agreed to abide by the 
award, but had merely assented to the substitute resolution of Delegate Wilson to the effect that 
the entire question of jurisdiction of the two organizations be submitted to this committee for 
adjustment. 

It is contended, however, by the Executive Council that the agreement to submit the matter 
to a committee involves necessarily a willingness to abide by the award of such committee, and 
under date of July 29 President Gompers stated this to Mr. Duffy. 

The united brotherhood advised us that it will appeal from the decision of the umpire and of 
the Executive Council to this convention. 

While the united brotherhood has a perfect right to appeal to this convention of the American 
Federation of Labor from any decision which the Executive Council may have rendered, the ques- 
tion arises whether it has the right to appeal from an award rendered by an arbitrator whom it 
helped to select and by whose award it in advance declared it would abide. 

The position of the Executive Council is simply this, that the two organizations in question 
having through their representatives agreed to refer to a committee and an arbitrator the questions 
in dispute between them, and the arbitrator having rendered an award, we have>imply insisted 
that the award is binding upon both parties. 

As a matter of fact, if an appeal be taken and be allowed, the question must of necessity be not 
whether a decision of the Executive Council shall be sustained or reversed, but whether an appeal 
can be properly taken from the award of an arbitrator. 

Even if such an appeal is admissible, the parties whom it affects should abide by the award 
pending such appeal or decision. The united brotherhood demanded the revocation of the charter 
of the Amalgamated Wood Workers' International Union because of alleged unfraternal acts of 
members of this organization, but it was contended by the latter organization that the acts com. 
plained of were retaliatory and resulted from the refusal of the united brotherhood to live up to 
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ihe award. It is believed by the Executive Council that the scrupulous enforcement of the award 
by the united brotherhood would lead to the cessation of these unfraternal acts, and no action was 
therefore taken to revoke the charter of either organization. 

BREWERY WORKERS-TEAMSTERS. 

The brewery workers complained of infringement of Jurisdiction by the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters over beer drivers. The brewery workers have always had Jurisdiction 
over this class of workmen. We recommended that a conference be had between the representatives 
of both organizations for the purpose of reaching a satisfactory agreement. The conference was 
had, but we are advised no satisfactory results were obtained. "We are hopeful, however, that an 
agreement may yet be reached between the two organizations. 

LONGSHOREMEN AND SEAMEN. 

The conference directed at the last convention to be held between the representatives of the 
International Longshoremen's Association and the International Seamen's Union has not been 
held. We are therefore unable to make report thereon. 

WOOD, WIRE, AND METAL LATHERS AND CARPENTERS. 

Under resolution 29 of the last convention correspondence was had with the representatives 
of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America and the International Union of 
Wood, Wire, and Metal Lathers with a view of bringing about a conference to adjust the conditions 
as reci ted in this resolution. We are advised that both parties agreed to confer. Whether conference 
took place or any settlement was reached we are not informed. 

SILK AND TEXTILE WORKERS. 

Upon the request of the silk workers for a charter, the Executive Council suggested amalga- 
mation with the United Textile Workers of America, under an arrangement which would give the 
silk workers autonomy in their craft, with a vice-president to whom ail matters affecting silk 
workers should be referred. We had a number of conferences with the representatives of the United 
Textile Workers of America and also with the silk workers. We finally persuaded the latter to 
call a convention for the purpose of discussing the advisability of becoming part of the former or- 
ganization, under the conditions already stated. The convention was held, and at our request 
President Tansy of the textile workers and gar organizer J. D. Pierce were present to prevail upon 
the convention for the adoption of our plan. The matter was finally referred to the local unions 
for a vote, and it was negatived. We regret that amalgamation was not affected; for, from the facts 
submitted to us, it is plainly evident that the crafts are so closely allied that the best interests of 
all would be accomplished by amalgamation. We recommend that further efforts in this direction 
be continued. 

BAKERS. 

The Journeymen Bakers' International Union made application for issuance of charter under 
changed title, and for an extension of its Jurisdiction. We felt impelled to decline to accede to this 
request, for it involved the Jurisdiction of both the International Brotherhood of Teamsters and 
the Retail Clerks' International Protective Association. No better reason was assigned for this 
claim than that inasmuch as other organizations have extended their Jurisdiction, therefwasmo 
reason why the bakers should not extend theirs. 

We would recommend that any international union contemplating either changing its title or 
extension of its Jurisdiction should be required first to confer with the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor and also with the international union likely to be affected. 

CLOTH HAT AND CAP MAKERS. 

The United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers made application for extension of Jurisdiction so as to 
take in the straw hat workers and the ladies 1 felt hat workers. No objection was interposed by the 
United Hatters of North America, and as there is no other organization in existence which can 
claim Jurisdiction we complied with the request, with the further recommendation that confer- 
ence be held between the representatives of the United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers and the United 
Hatters for the purpose of bringing about the amalgamation, alliance, or co-operation of both 
organizations, with one recognized label. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OP LABOR 87 

BLAST FURNACE WORKERS. 

The National Association of Blast Furnace Workers and Smelters of North America made 
application for change of name of that organization to International Association of Blast Furnace 
Workers and Smelters of America. The application was granted with the understanding that no 
extension of Jurisdiction was implied thereby. 

OTHER COMPLAINTS. 

Complaint was made by the International Brotherhood of Teamsters against the Brother- 
hood of Railway Expressmen of America; the United Mineral Mine Workers of North America 
against the National Association of Blast Furnace Workers and Smelters of America; the Order of 
Railroad Telegraphers against the Amalgamated Association of Street and Electric Railway Em- 
ployes of America; the International Brotherhood of Blacksmiths against the United Mine 
Workers of America, by reason of the infringement of jurisdiction. The matters were taken up 
by President Gompers in correspondence with the officers of the several organizations, and we 
have under the law declined to take further action upon the matters until the organizations meet 
by representatives in conference for the purpose of endeavoring to arrive at an agreement or ad- 
justment of the matters in controversy. 

LEGISLATION. 

The Executive Council authorized the appointment of a Legislative Committee and President 
Gompers appointed Thomas F. Tracey and John A. Moffltt. 

Owing to the fact that during the last year Congress was in its short session, but little prog- 
ress was made in securing effective legislation upon bills presented by the American Federation of 
Labor. The Anti-Injunction Bill, which was drafted by the American Federation of Labor, passed 
the House in its first session, but was amended by the Senate Committee on Judiciary in such a 
manner as to render its passage undesirable. As it was impossible to secure the removal of the 
amendment in question, the bill was abandoned and was not called up for consideration. 

The Immigration Bill was reported during the session, and was pushed with the utmost vigoi- 
The bill, in conformity with the instructions of the last convention, provided for an educational 
test, but the antagonism aroused was so intense that the clause providing for this test was stricken 
out, and the bill as amended passed. 

It was found impossible to take action upon the Chinese Exclusion Act in view of the shortness 
of the session, and the further fact that the law had been in operation for so short a time. 

The Executive Council regrets to report that the Eight-Hour Bill has as yet also failed to be 
enacted into law. Hearings were had upon this bill after the Christmas recess by the Senate 
Committee on Education and Labor, and representatives from the National Manufacturers' 
Association and the ship building interests, as well as other opponents of the bill, were heard at 
great length. The arguments for the bill were presented by President Gompers and Vice-Presidents 
Duncan, O'Connell, and Secretary Morrison, and the bill was reported to the Senate in an amended 
form. The bill, while differing slightly from the original Gardner Bill, contains the essen- 
tials we desire. The majority of the Senators were in favor of the passage of this measure, but 
owing to the fact that the statehood bill had the right of way, no other measure could be con- 
sidered except by unanimous consent, and the bill failed of consideration in the Senate. 

In President Gompers* report is detailed the matters affecting legislation and we shall not 
therefore burden this with repetition. It is a satisfaction, however, to know that through our 
Legislative Committee we were enabled to prevent the passage of a number of measures direct and 
indirect against the welfare of the wage-earners of our country. 

THE PRESIDENT AND LABOR. 

The President accorded us the opportunity of a two hours 1 interview of the discussion with 
him of a number of matters affecting the interests of labor. Particularly among these were the 
eightrhour law and bill, anti-injunction bill, and other matters relating to labor; the 
" Miller case," as well as the case of Ephriam W. Clark. The President expressed himself in favor 
of the principles ofthe eightrhour bill ; that he would take the anti-injunction bill under consider**, 
tion ; requested that a statement in the case of E. W. Clark be submitted to him, and handed to us 
a previously prepared statement regarding the Miller case, as follows : 

September 29, 1908. 

"I thank you and your committee for your courtesy, and I appreciate the opportunity to 
meet you. It will always be a pleasure to see you or any representatives of your organizations or 
of your Federation as a whole* 
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41 As regards the Miller case, I have little to add to what I have already said. In dealing with 
it I ask you to remember that I am dealing purely with the relation of the Government to its 
employes. I must govern my action by the laws of the land, which 1 am sworn to administer, and 
which diflerentiate any case in which the Government of the United States is a party from all 
other cases whatsoever. These laws are enacted for the benefit of the whole people, and can not 
and m ust not be construed as permitting discrimination against some of the people. lam President 
of all the people of the United States, without regard to creed, color, birthplace, occupation, or 
social condition. My aim is to do equal and exact Justice as among them all. ' In the employment 
and dismissal of men in the Government service I can no more recognize the fact that a man does 
or does not belong to a union as being for or against him than I can recognize the fact that he is a 
Protestant or a Catholic, a Jew or a Gentile, as being for or against him. 

•Mn the communications sent me by various labor organizations protesting against the 
retention of Miller in the Government Printing Office the grounds alleged are twofold: 1, that he is a 
non-union man; 2, that he is not personally fit. The question of his personal fitness is one to be settled 
in the routine of administrative detail, and can not be allowed to conflict with or to complicate 
the larger question of governmental discrimination for or against him or any other man because 
be is or is not a member of a union. This is the only question now before me for decision, and as 
to this my decision is final." 

In answer to a question as to whether his statement disposes of the charges which the Book- 
binders' Union preferred against Miller, the President answered in the negative, and stated that it 
was a matter of administrative detail. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CIRCULAR. 

Having all these subjects in mind, we addressed a circular-letter to organized labor, as 

follows : 

Office of the American Federation of Labor. 

Washington, D. C, September 30, 1903. 
To Organized Labor of America, Greeting: 

The Executive Council of the American Federation of Labor has recently addressed organized 
labor by circular on subjects including bills which will be introduced in the forthcoming session of 
Congress i n the interest of the wage-earners of our country, and which were committed to us by you 
through your representatives at the last American Federation of Labor convention. Since then 
the Executive Council has held several sessions, and of all legislative measures the Eight-Hour 
and the Anti-Injunction Bills have received our especial attention. 

The eight-hour day, because of the wonderful improvement in the methods of wealth pro- 
duction, by which the needs of man and the luxuries of life can be created in a workday of eight 
hours, we demand its enforcement, not only in private employment, but also on all work performed 
by or on behalf of the Government, whether the employment be direct, by contract or by sub- 
contract. 

While we seek to avoid and avert strikes and industrial disputes, any attempt to cripple the 
right of labor as a last resort to strike in defense of our rights simply means labor's enslavement; 
for industrial tranquillity by agreement through the methods of conciliation and lair arbitration 
is only possible and attainable when the workers are organized and have the liberty to exercise 
their constitutional rights. 

The writ of injunction it its proper sphere is a right and protection. It was never designed 
for the purpose to which it is now put in industrial disputes. There is not now upon the .statute 
books of any State or upon the statute books of the Federal Government a line upon which 
authority is given the courts for the issuance of injunctions such as have been issued in industrial 
disputes. It is not the use, but the abuse, by the courts, of the writ of injunction, against which 
we protest, which is in direct conflict with the rights guaranteed to our people by the Constitution 
of our country. 

The men in the organized labor movement are law-abiding, faithful, and loyal.' citizens. 
They have no desire for immunity from the laws governing other citizens, but they most emphat- 
ically resent and protest against the actions of courts convicting men for acts which they have the 
legal right to perform, and then, too, without the right of a trial by a jury of their peers. 

The American principle of equal justice before the law is being violated day after day. The 
relics of antiquated judicial tyranny are being revived by s6 me Judges, while others so misin- 
terpret existing law as to thereby aim to financially ruin our unions and mulct our men out of 
their hard-earned savings which they have endeavored to lay aside for their protection in middle 
or old age when the employing class and society have no further use for their services. 

All really educated and honest men realize and admit that a thorough organization of the 
working people to render employment and means of subsistence less precarious, by securing them 
an equitable share of the fruits of their labor, is the most vital necessity of our time. Without 
such organization of labor in our present industrial era of wealth concentration, even a fair de- 
gree of industrial peace could not be maintained; the wage workers' condition would be forced 
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down to the lowest possible plane; their liberty would be crushed; their manhood and intelligence 
stunted, aud the intellectual, industrial, commercial, and political standing of onr country 
almost annihilated. 

In spite of strikes here and there, organized labor has established, and is establishing, a 
greater degree of uninterrupted industrial peace by agreement with employers. Such agreement 
Implies the organization of the working people in factory, shop, mill, or mine, for an organized 
body of workmen can only enter into an agreement with employers and faithfully abide by and 
carry into execution the terms of such agreement when all the workingmen of an employer, at 
ieast in any given plant, are all members of the union. 

The so-called "open shop" makes agreement with employers impractical if not impossible, 
for the union can not be responsible for the non-unionists, whose conduct often renders the terms 
of the agreement ineffective and nugatory. The agreement, or joint bargain, of organized labor 
with employers depends for its success not only upon the good will of the union and the em- 
ployer toward each other, but that neither shall be subject to the irresponsibility or lack of in- 
telligence of the non-unionist, or his failure to act in concert with, and bear the equal responsi- 
bility of, the unionists. 

The right of the non-unionist to work when, where, and for what he pleases carries with 
It the logical right of the unionist to work or refuse to work when, where, and for what he pleases, 
and with whom - he pleases. 

To a non-unionist, despite that which his advocates say for him, can not be attributed the 
virtue of helping his fellow-workmen or contributing toward the establishment of more rightful 
relations between workingmen and their employers. No force but that of persuasion and moral and 
Intelligent influence should be exercised to convert the non-unionist to membership in our organi- 
zations, but it is hurtful from every view point, and to every enlightened interest, to advocate the 
" open shop." As the immortal Lincoln said, " This country can not long remain half free and 
half slave, 1 ' so say we, that any establishment can not long remain or be successfully operated 
part union and part non-union. 

In connection with the meeting of the Executive Council, and by appointment, a conference 
was held with the President of the United States for the purpose of discussing important labor 
legislation. The eight-hour bill was considered at length, the President stating that his mind had 
not changed on that form of legislation since he had favored it as Governor of New York State, 
and, therefore, was favorable to the passage of the proposed act. 

On the anti-injunction bill, in response to questions submitted, the President replied the 
subject would have his most careful and earnest attention. 

Other important questions affecting legislation, as per decision of the last convention, were 
taken up, and on behalf of the International Brotherhood of Bookbinders the Miller case was dis- 
cussed. The Executive Council brought to the President's attention the manner in which his deci- 
sion had been quoted, and, in addition to the relationship of Mr. Miller to the bookbinders' union, 
as brought forth in the charges against him, the " open shop " idea was carefully considered. 
Replying to statements on the subject, President Roosevelt set forth that in his decision he had 
nothing in mind but a strict compliance with federal, including civil service, law, and that he 
recognized a difference between employment by the Government circumscribed by those laws 
and any other form of employment, and that his decision in the Miller case should not be under- 
stood to have any other effect or influence than affecting direct employment by the Government 
in accordance therewith. He furthermore made plain that in any form of employment excepting 
that so circumscribed he believed the full employment of union men was preferable either to non- 
union or " open shops." 

In view of the publicity given this subject, the Executive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor takes this opportunity to say that the trade union movement stands for strictly 
union shop, experience having proved that where the 44 open shop" system has been tried reduc- 
tion in wages and profits have ensued, with general disaster to the industry practicing that system, 
and therefore declares that the best interests of the labor movement call for the employment 
of union workers and discourages in every way, shape, and form the deteriorating effects which 
•follow the recognition of the 44 open shop." 

The toiling masses, and particularly the organized wage-earners, can not, must not, and will 
not surrender one jot of that which they have secured, must organize the yet unorganized, unite 
and federate those already organized to present a solid phalanx of the grand army of labor in 
earnest and emphatic protest against judicial usurpation or capitalistic invasion of our rights, at- 
tempted no matter by whom or from whatsoever source. 
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The hope for right and justice hereafter, as well as the perpetuation of liberty and our re- 
publican institutions, lies in organized labor. Therefore, with the consciousness of the Justice and 
soundness of our position, we appeal to the judgment of all men, and particularly to the toilers of 
America, that they organize, unite, and federate without regard to trade, calling, nationality, 
locality, sex, politics, color, or religion. 

Fraternally, yours, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, President, 
JAMES DUNCAN, First Vice-President, 
JOHN MITCHELL, Second Vice-President, 
JAMES O'CONNELL, Third Vice-President, 
MAX MORRIS, Fourth Vice-President, 
THOS. I. KIDD, Fifth Vice-President, 
D. A. HAYES, Sixth Vice-President, 
JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer, 
FRANK MORRISON, Secretary, 

Executive Council, A, F. otL, 

Time confirms the facts and judgment recorded in this circular, and it is commended to your 
consideration and action thereon. 

MAINTENANCE OF AGREEMENTS. 

In reply to the reckless charges made by our opponents to the effect that trade unions were 
violating their agreements by the wholesale, the Executive Council, at its January meeting at 
Washington, passed resolutions stating the position of organized labor upon this subject. The 
importance from a trade-union point of view of maintaining inviolate all contracts and engage- 
ments entered into by organized workmen is so supreme that we desire to reaffirm the resolutions 
which are herewith given : 

" It is widely and falsely charged by a hostile press and other opponents of organized labor 
that trade unions are frequently guilty of violating contracts entered Into with employers. There 
have been a few instances in which unions have unwisely violated agreements, but these are 
exceptions and not the rule, contracts being more frequently violated by the employer, and while 
we desire to give the strongest possible denial to the general accusations that agreements are not 
respected by organized labor^we do not wish to condone the exceptions. 

«*Tbe attention of the Executive Council of the American Federation of Labor has been 
directed to one or two recent violations of contracts. 

44 We wish, in the strongest language possible, to express our regret that any organization of 
workingmen should fail to rigidly adhere to a contract entered into with employers of its members, 
and we believe it essential to urge upon trade unionists the absolute necessity of holding contracts 
between them and their employers inviolate." 

SUITS AT LAW. 

Our movement is always law-abiding ; we have endeavored at all times to rally observe the 
law and avoid both appeals to the courts as well as appearing as defendants therein. 

Recently a firm in Connecticut sued members of our United Hatters* Association of North 
America, and associated us in the suit for damages to the amount of $340,000. The suit was brought 
both in the Federal and the Connecticut State courts. We have taken such action as will protect 
our rights and interests as well as being helpful in every way we can to our affiliated organization. 

It is not amiss here to call attention to the fact that an attorney at law some time ago 
issued a circular to employers generally, urging them to harass our unions, our officers and 
members in bringing suits for damages, alleging any conceivable cause of complaint, with the 
avowed purpose of entangling us in the meshes of the law, with its delays, uncertainties, and 
expenses to divert our attention from our work and mission. Incidentally it may not be out of 
place to record the fact that the gentleman of the legal profession referred to stands charged with 
bribery and other official misconduct in the community in which he lives. 

Suits for damages are now the favorite means by which antagonistic employers, induced by 
self-seeking members of the legal profession, aim to embroil many of our organizations. This 
the more clearly demonstrates the wisdom of the course of organized labor in protesting against 
the scheme hatched for the so-called legal incorporation of our trade unions and which we were 
urged to favor by pretended friends and faddists. 

The claim is made by some employers that inasmuch as they are financially responsible for 
breach of contract that our organizations should likewise be made financially responsible for such 
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a breach. But it is submitted that employers, no matter how responsible financially, have never 
been required to pay financial damages for their many breaches of contracts, and they would not 
and ought not to be under any proposed law either for the incorporation of trade unions or other- 
wise. Few trade unions are guilty of breaking agreements with employers, and in those cases the 
injury inflicted upon themselves is of such a character as to obviate a recurrence of such a wrong 
by themselves and is a potent lesson to other unions. 

In view of the history of former attempts to harass and destroy the ameliorative movements 
of the workers and the confiscation of their organizations 1 funds makes us mindful of the dangers 
which lurk in a proposition to more easily entangle us in the meshes of suits at law in which the 
employers, by reason of their large means, would have the very best legal talentjobtainable; with 
the prejudice still too largely existing against the purposes of our movement, we are Justified in 
impressing and do strongly impress upon our fellow-unionists everywhere to use every honorable 
means to prevent the passage of any law, no matter how deftly drawn, for the. so-called incorpora- 
tion of the trade unions* 

We resent the insinuation made by anyone that reflects in any way upon our loyalty or 
upon the law-abiding character of our movement or our men. 

UNITED METALWORKERS' INTERNATIONAL UNION. 

At our January meeting representatives of several of the machinsts', electrical, and metal 
workers' international unions requested the revocation of the charter of the United Metal Workers' 
International Union for infringement upon the Jurisdiction of other international unions. Though 
the request was denied, the secretary of the Metal Workers' International Union was directed to con- 
fine his organization to the original Jurisdiction. At our September meeting several of the organiza- 
tions above referred to appeared by representatives and repeated the complaint. Inasmuch as the 
International Association of Allied Metal Mechanics had called a convention to revise its constitu- 
tion, it was decided that the United Metal Workers' International Union should send a committee 
to that convention for the purpose of conference and determining the line of demarcation between 
the Jurisdiction of these several trades, Vice-President O'Connell having been selected by us to 
represent the American Federation of Labor at the conference to be held at the time of the 
convention. 

PHILIPPINE-HAWAII-CHINA-JAPAN-LABOR CONDITIONS. 

The New Orleans convention referred resolution No. 88 to the Executive Council for con- 
sideration and action, with instructions that if trade conditions and the finances of the American 
Federation of Labor will Justify the expenditure for which the resolution calls to carry it into 
effect. The preamble and resolution are as follows: 

44 Whereas, the Philippine and Hawaiian Islands have a population, customs, and laws 
differing from those Of the mainland of the United States; and 

" whereas, these islands contain in addition to their native population over one million 
Chinese, large numbers of whom in all probability will, in the near future, claim the right to go 
from one part of the United States to another; and 

4 * Whereas, the workers of the Western States especially view with ever increasing alarm this 
condition of affairs; and 

41 Whereas, better knowledge of the conditions in the Philippines and Hawaiian Islands than 
is now in the possession of the American Federation of Labor will greatly aid in taking steps to 
safeguard the conditions of its workers of the mainland, and against the harmful injection of the 
Chinese and other cheap labor of those islands into the labor ranks of the mainland; therefore 
be it 

44 Resolved, That the incoming Executive Council send a representative of the Federation to the 
Philippines and Hawaiian Islands to investigate and report upon the conditions of labor in these 
islands ; further 

44 Resolved, That the incoming Executive Council upon receipt of such report take such steps 
as are deemed necessary to protect the interests of the American workers." 

In conformity therewith we delegated Mr. Ed. Rosenberg to perform the duties as prescribed. 
He made exhaustive reports covering the conditions of labor in China, the Philippines, Hawaii, 
and Japan. The reports on China and the Phillipines and the future prospects of trade unionism 
in the latter were printed in the August and October American Fkderationist ; those reports 
upon Hawaii and Japan are in our possession and will be printed in early issues of our official 
magazine. Copies of these reports, both printed and in manuscript, are in our possession and 
will be handed over to the committee to which this subject shall be referred. They are intensely 
Interesting, exhaustive, and should receive your earnest consideration. 
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CANADIAN AFFAIRS. 

President Flett and Secretary Draper, of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, appeared 
before the Executive Council of the American Federation of Labor, and stated that the Canadian 
Congress did not object, but rather acquiesced in the American Federation of Labor issuing 
charters to federal labor unions, as the American Federation of Labor was better able by reason of 
its .cTefense fund to support these unions. It was held, however, that as central labor unions were 
legislative bodies they should be required to affiliate with the Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada, and this should be made a condition of their receiving a charter from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. The Executive Council therefore proposes that the American Federation of 
Labor make it a qualification for issuing charters to trades and labor councils in Canada that they 
affiliate with the Trades and Labor Congress, and that all local unions in the Dominion of Canada, 
affiliated with international unions or holding charters direct from the American Federation of 
Labor, be notified to become affiliated with the Trades and Labor Congress. The Trades and Labor 
Congress also urged the waiver of the 50-cent dues required by the constitution of the American 
Federation of Labor for trade and labor unions desiring assistance from the defense fund. 

We rendered the following decision, which was agreeable to our Canadian fellow-unionists, 
and now submit them to you for approval: 

1st. That the American Federation of Labor will make it a qualification of issuing charters to 
Trade and Labor Councils in Canada that they will affiliate with the Trades and Labor Congress, 
and central bodies throughout the Dominion now holding American Federation of Labor charters 
will be instructed to take similar action. 

2d. Tbat trade affairs in the Central Trades and Labor Councils in question shall be trans- 
acted along the lines of international trade unionism. 

3d. That all local unions in the Dominion of Canada affiliated through international unions, 
or holding charters direct from the American Federation of Labor, be notified to become affiliated 
with the trades and Labor Congress of Canada for the purpose of making it a more potent factor to 
secure the adoption of favorable legislation for the members by the Federal and Provincial 
Parliaments. 

The progress of labor organizations in Canada is gratifying, and is in accordance with the 
principles of international trade unionism. 

BUILDING TRADES UNIONS. 

It is not only our purpose to be of every possible assistance to our affiliated international 
unions and to protect their rights, but our Federation was instituted to primarily secure them, and 
our efforts have been and are no less applicable to the unions of the building trades than to any 
othei s. 

No effort or means at our command have been spared to aid the building trades unions in 
every possible way. We can not be unmindful, however, of the fact that an opinion .prevails 
among the building trades unionists that something in addition is required. Heeding this, the 
New Orleans convention directed the appointment of a special committee to take this subject under 
consideration and report thereon. Evidently owing to lack of time nothing of a tangible or com- 
prehensive character was reported by that committee looking to a solution of the subject. The 
convention also provided that thereafter amv>ng the appointment of committees shall be one on 
"building trades," to which matters generally affecting the trade unions of this industry should 
be considered. 

There is little sovereign power in the American Federation of Labor, and that little is delegated 
by the affiliated organizations. "We can not believe that the formation of a separate executive 
authority for the government of one group of organizations can be formed coequal with the 
authority vested in the American Federation of Labor, without sometime so grave a difference 
arisii g as to lead to conflict in judgment, declaration or decision resulting in infinitely greater 
harm than come from our present methods, by which a review may be had by the American 
Federation of Labor as the court of last resort in every dispute among the labor organizations of 
the land. 

Experience will demonstrate whether that committee can as effectively deal with building 
trades questions as the interests involved may require, but if not, and as building trades unions 
seem to desire consideration of their grievances by men employed at that branch of industry, we 
recommend to the building trades committee appointed by the president at this convention, to 
give supervision over the subject of the disputes and grievances in building trades its most careful 
consideration and to report a feasible plan to the convention within such time as will enable you 
to deal fully and comprehensively with the subject. 
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THE DENVER SITUATION. 

The situation existing in Denver, Colo., is not yet completely relieved, but there are indi- 
cations that a solution will be reached. It is submitted by the Executive Counsel that the 
dual central body of Denver is based upon a false and obsolete theory of trade unionism, and that 
Its action can not result otherwise than in harm to the trade union movement of the country. The 
day is past when the policy of local trade unionism can prevail, and it must soon be recognized 
that to be successful organizations must be formed upon a national or international basis. The 
Executive Council has carefully refrained from injecting any bitterness into the controversy, and 
It is to be hoped that within a reasonable time the D^nv^r unionists will accede to the wishes of 
the American Federation of Labor and recognize the justice of its position, that the affiliated 
Trades and Labor Assembly be supported in its every honorable effort for unity and success in 
full recognition that fealty to the international trade unions is essential thereto. 

LOANS REQUESTED. 

A number of our affiliated Internationa unions during the year made application for loans 
of money ; we should certainly have been pleased to grant them had we the authority and the 
means to comply. The American Federation of Labor has positively instructed the Executive 
Council that under no circumstances are loans from the funds of the American Federation of Labor 
to be made. The general fund at our disposition, though larger than at any previous time, does 
not admit of loaning money to organizations, for our expenditures to carry on effective work are 
also very much greater than they have been in the past, and the defense fund must be scrupulously 
maintained and exclusively expended for the purpose for which it was created. When the 
American Federation of Labor prohibited the loaning of funds it was occasioned by reason of loans 
having been made and canceled at subsequent conventions, and it had in mind to impress upon 
our fellow-unionists the necessity of building their organizations upon policy and principle of 
higher dues, the payment of benefits and the accumulation of funds to stand them in need of any 
condition which they may be called upon to confront. With such a fund they will not be required 
to make applications for loans, but will be more self-reliant and be in a position to render each 
other valuable financial assistance in times of great stress, and we can not too strongly urge our 
fellow-unionists to adopt this course. 

ORGANIZER LEONARD MALTREATED 

Our organizer, Mr. James Leonard, of New Orleans, was directed to proceed to several points 
in Mississippi for the purpose of organizing the wage-earners of that State. He had been at Vicks- 
burg for some time and was fairly successful in his work when he was summarily ordered by the 
mayor and others of that city to leave town within a few hours on point of forcible ejection. He 
was brutally treated and deprived of his rights as an American citizen. Mr. Leonard has brought 
the matter before the courts and the Executive Council has decided that the American Federation 
of Labor should assist him in defending his rights. It is worthy of note that Mr. Leonard was later 
invited by the workingmen of Vicksburg to deliver an address on last Labor Day, which duty he 
performed acceptably and every consideration was shown him on that occasion. The exercise of 
constitutional guarantees of the people of the United States of free entry to any other part of the 
country and the right to organize for their mutual protection must be maintained against all 
prejudices and opposition. 

THE "SUBSTITUTE" ABUSE. 

We desire to bring to your attention a matter which, in our judgment, should receive your 
serious consideration. You can not be fully aware of the thorough investigation given by us to 
the various subjects brought to our attention and upon which we report. The matters usually 
receive the attention of the president, and then by the Executive Council, when they are thor- 
oughly digested and care exercised in the reports thereon submitted to the conventions. These in 
turn are referred to the respective committees of the convention, who give hearings upon the 
subjects and then formulate their reports. So far as we are concerned, though we report to the 
very best of our judgment, we have no desire to place ourselves above criticism or review or 
amendment of our reports, our decisions or recommendations either by committees or by this 
convention, but we submit that after these matters have recived the best consideration of which we 
are capable, and we take it that this also applies to the committees, that it is not a wise practice 
for a substitute preparecftiastily and drawn at a moment of great excitement, to be submitted to take 
the place of the entire matter under consideration. Of course the privilege of offering a substitute 
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for any matter before the convention must not be impaired, but it ought to be employed only 
under the most extraordinary circumstances and to meet an unexpected emergency, or to be 
drawn calmly and with great care. 

FLAG AND BANNER 

According to directions, the Executive Council had ordered and made a silk flag of our 
country and an appropriate banner for the American Federation of Labor. Both of them now 
adorn this platform. 

UNION LABELS. 

During the year we endorsed the union labels of the following organizations i 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, and Paperhangers of America. 

Brotherhood of Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders of America. 
-. Bawsmiths' National Union. 

International Union of Flour and Cereal Mill Employes. 

International Union of Steam Engineers (Button). 

Amalgamated Glass Workers' International Association. 

Print Cutters' Association of America (Seal and Stamp). 

International Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen (Button). 

A list of all union labels, union cards, and stamps endorsed by the American Federation of 
Labor is incorporated in Secretary Morrison's report. 

Application was made by the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America for 
the endorsement of its label, but for the reasons named in the following we were unable to endorse 
the same: 

" Whereas, the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America has failed to abide 
by the award rendered by the umpire in- the matter of jurisdiction between that organization and 
the Amalgamated Wood Workers* International Union. 

44 Whereas, the proposed label would be used on products said award gave to the Amalgamated 
Wood Wooders' International Union ; therefore, 

" Resolved, that it would be inconsistent and improper to endorse said label, and it is there- 
fore denied." 

WE DON'T PATRONIZE" LIST. 

Applications to place the following firms upon the unfair list of the American Federation of 

Labor have been made and approved by the Executive Council from October 1, 1902, to October 

1,1908. 

American Circular Loom Company, New Orange, N.J. (Electroduct Enamellers' Union No. 

9813.) 

Ayers, Henry, Philadelphia. (United Gold Beaters' National Protective Union of America.) 
Bailey, S. R., A Company, Amesbury, Mass. (International Carriage and Wagon Workers.) 
Becker, Smith & Page. (National Association of Machine Printers and Color Mixers of the 

United States.) 

Brumby Chair Company, Marietta, Ga. (Federal Labor Union No. 9267.) 
Butler, James, Grocer, New York City. (Retail Clerks' International Protective Union.) 
Brewing Company, New Orleans, La. (International Union of United Brewery Workmen.) 
Brewing Company, Security, New Orleans, La. (International Union of United Brewery 

Workmen.) 

Brewing Company, Standard, New Orleans, La. (International Union of United Brewery 

Workmen.) 

Capps? J., & Sons, Limited, Jacksonville, 111. (United Garment Workers of America.) 
Carey Brothers, Philadelphia, Pa. (Machine Printers and Color Mixers of the United States, 

National Association of.) 

Carr, Prescott <fe Company, Amesbury, Mass. (International Carriage and Wagon Workers.) 
Cheney-Bigelow Wire Works, Springfield, Mass. (International Union of United Metal 

Workers.) 

CluettrPeabody A Company, Troy, N. Y. (Shirt, Waist, and Laundry Workers' International 

Union.) 

Columbus Buggy and Harness Company, Columbus, Ohio. (International Brotherhood of 

Blacksmiths.) 

Crabtree & Havey, N. Sullivan, Me. (Granite Cutters' National Union.) 
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/Davenport Pearl Button Company, Davenport, Iowa. (Button Workers* Union, No. 8789.) 
Drucker, N., A Company, Trunks, Cincinnati, Ohio. (Trunk and Bag Workers' Internatiom I 

Union of America.) 

Electrical Insulation Contracting Company, Chicago, 111. (Laborers' Union, No. 73.^ 

Cambridge, Ohio.) 

S. H. Frank A Company, Redwood City, Cal. (Amalgamated Leather Workers' Union c( 

America.) 

Franklin Needle Company, Franklin, N. H. (Needle Workers' Union, No. 9988.) 

German Stove Company, Erie, Pa. (Iron Molders' Union of North America.) 

Gulf Bag Company, New Orleans, La. Branch of Bemis Brothers, of St. Louis. (Central 

.Labor Union of New Orleans.) 

Goeller, M. A Sons, Circleville, Ohio. (International Broom makers' Union.) 
Hartford Carpet Company, Thorn psonville, Conn. (United Textile Workers of America.) 
Hassett A Hodge, Amesbury, Mass. (International Carriage and Wagon Workers.) 
Hastings A Company, Philadelphia, Pa. (United Gold Beaters' National Protective Union of 

America.) 

Himmelberger-Harrison Lumber Company, Moorehouse, Mo. (Federal Labor Union, No. 8399.) 

Hood Rubber Company, Boston, Mass. (Rubber Workers' Union, No. 8622.) 

Kemp, W. H., A Company, New York City., (United Gold Beaters' National Protective Union 

of America.) 

Krell Piano Company, Cincinnati, Ohio (International Piano and Organ Workers' Union of 

America.) 

Krementz A Company, Newark, N. J. (International Jewelry Workers' Union of America.) 
Kullman, Salz A Company, Benicia, Cal. (Amalgamated Leather Workers' Union of 

America.) 

Lincoln Iron Works, Rutland, Vt. (International Association of Machinists.) 

Meskir, Geo. L., Evansville, Ind. (Iron Molders' Union of North America.) 

Mount Airy Granite Company, Mt Airy, N. C. (Granite Cutters' National Union.) 

Page Needle Company, Chicopee Falls, Mass. (Needle Workers' Union No. 9988.) 

Parry, D. M., Indianapolis, Ind. (C. L. U. and Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, and 

Paperbangers of America.) 

Patch, P. R., Manufacturing Company, Rutland, Vt. (International Association of 

Machinists.) 

Patrick, A. B., A Co., San Francisco, Cal. (San Francisco Labor Council.) 

Payne Engine Company, Elmira, N. Y. (Central Labor Council. Indorsed by International 

Association of Machinists.) 

Philadelphia Dcmokrat. (International Typographical Union.) 
Railway Construction Company, Cambridge, Ohio. (Laborers' Union No. 7320.) 
Reeves, Andrew, Chicago, 111. (United Gold Beaters' National Protective Union of America.) 
Reeves, Geo., Cape May. (United Gold Beaters' National Protective Union of America.) 
Robertson A Havey, N. Sullivan, Me. (Granite Cutters' National Union.) 
Rowell, E. N., A Company, Batavia, N. Y. (Paper-box Makers' Union No. 10249.) 
Russell, John, Cutlery Company, Turner Falls, Mass. (Table Knife Grinders' National Union.) 
Russell Manufacturing Company, Middletown, Conn. (Suspender Workers' Union No. 10628.) 
Santa Rosa Tanning Company, Santa Rosa, Cal. (Central Labor Union of Oakland.) 
Scotten A Dillon, Detroit, Mich. (Tobacco Workers' International Union.) 
Seagrave Manufacturing Company, Columbus, Ohio. (International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths.) 

Skinner Silk Mills, Holyoke, Mass. (International Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen.) 
Snellenberg, N., A Company, Philadelphia, Pa. (United Garment Workers of America.) 
Stein, C. W., Pottery Company, White Cottage, Ohio. (Stoneware Potters' Union No. 7117.) 
Terre Haute Street Railway Company, Terre Haute, Ind. (Amalgamated Association of 

Street and Electric Employes of America.) 

Taylor, Thomas, A Son, Hudson, Mass. (Elastic Goring Weavers' Amalgamated Associa- 
tion.) 

Underwood Typewriter Company, Hartford, Conn. (Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, and 

Brass Workers' Union of North America.) 

Wagner Leather Company, Stockton, Cal. (Amalgamated Leather Workers' Union of 

America ) 

Waterman, L. E., A Co., New York City. (Gold-Pen Makers' Union No. 8030.) 

Western Union Telegraph Company. (The Commercial Telegraphers' Union of America.) 

Wisner, Ohio, Piano Company. (International Piano and Organ Workers' Union of America.) 
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REMOVED FROM UNFAIR AND PLACED UPON FAIR LIST. 

From October 1, 1902, to October 1, 1903. 

American Cereal Company, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. (Coopers' International Union of America.) 
Brewers' Exchange of Cincinnati, Ohio, Covington and Newport, Ky. (International Union of 

United Brewery Workmen. ) 

Chicago Freie Press. (International Typographical Union.) 

Crabtree <fe Havey, N. Sullivan, Me. (Granite Cutters' National Union.) 

Electrical Insulation Contracting Company, Chicago. (Laborers' Union No. 7320, Cambridge 

Ohio.) 

Ouckhenheimer, A., Distilling Company, Freeport, Pa. (Coopers' International Union of 

America.) v 

Henneberry, D. A., Chicago. (International Printing Pressmen's Union.) 

Hood Rubber Company, Boston, Mass. (Amalgamated Rubber Workers' Union.) 

Kimball, Andrew, Bent Wood Works, Zanesville, Ohio. (Amalgamated' Wood Workers' 

International Union. ) 

Knoxville Woolen Mills, Knoxville, Tenn. (F. L. U. No. 7453.) 

Miller, John, <fe Company, Miller's Game Cock Whiskey, Boston, Mass. (Hotel and Restaurant 

Employes' International Alliance and Bartenders' International League of America.) 
Meek-Beach Company, Coshocton, Ohio. ( F. L. U. No. 8170.) 
Railway Construction Company, Cambridge, Ohio. (Laborers' Union No. 7320.) 
Robertson <fe Havey, N. Sullivan, Me. (Granite Cutters' National Union.) 
St. Louis Cooperage Company, St. Louis, Mo. (Coopers' International Union of America.) 
Scotten <fe Dillon, Detroit, Mich. (Tobacco Workers' International Union.) 
Seagrave Manufacturing Company, Columbus, Ohio. (International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths. ) 

Skinner Silk Mills, Holyoke, Mass. (International Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen.) 
Southern Saddlery Company, Chattanooga, Tenn. (United Brotherhood of Leather Workers 

on Horse Goods.) 

REMOVED FROM UNFAIR LIST. 

The following firms were removed from the Unfair List at the request of the unions at inter- 
est and without prejudice to the unions' position, from October 1, 1902, to October 1, 1903 : 

The Davidson Pump Company, Brooklyn, N. Y. (International Association of Machinists.) 
The Dickinson Hard Rubber Company, Springfield, Mass. (Central Labor Union.) 
Narraganset Bay Oyster Company, Providence, R. I. (Oystermen's Union No. 8665.) 
Schneider-Trencamp Company, Cleveland, Ohio. (International Association of .Machinists.) 
Vose <fe Son, Boston Mass. (International Wood Carvers' Association of North America.) 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Acting upon your instructions we contributed $250 to a fund raised for the benefit of the widow 
of our dear dead comrade John F. O'Sullivan. 

CONCLUSION. 

Of the myriads of subjects coming under the consideration of the Executive Council and the 
other officere of the American Federation of Labor it is possible only to report comparatively few. 
We have endeavored to perform the duties devolving upon us faithfully and to the very best inter- 
ests of our fellow-worters and our people generally. 

We submit this report of our stewardship of the trust committed to our care to your 
arnest, and we hope, favorable consideration, and have the honor to remain, 
Yours, fraternally, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, President, 
JAMES DUNCAN, First Vice-President, 
JOHN MITCHELL, Cxond Vice-President, 
JAMES O'CONNELL, Third Vice-President, 
MAX MORRIS, Fourth Vice-President, 
THOSo I. KIDD, Fifth Vice-President, 
D. A. H.\YES, Sixth Vlco-President, 
JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer, 
FRANK MORRISON, Secretary. 
Executive Council, American Federation <>f Labor. 
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THIRD DAY— Morning Session. 



The convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at nine o'clock. 

Absentees: Klapetzky, McMahon (James), 
Martindale, Kemper, Gaestel, Buchanan, 
Jennings, McPherson, O'Brien (J. R.), 
Iieidy, Nelson, Taylor, Grossman, Towey, 
Quinllvan, Lally, Callahan, Hobby, O'Con- 
nor (E. C), Boyle, Kurten (H. C), Scalfe, 
Fitzgibben, Bahlhorn, Carrick, Winn (Pe- 
ter), Wilson (James), Spencer, Kelley (John 
S.), Scott (John A.), O'Hare, Dix, Mc- 
Knight, Mahon, Winslow (C. H.), Cornish, 
Lincoln, Barry, Flood, Markey, Powell 
(Geo.), McDonough, Engel, Curley (Jno. 
F.), Beals, Jones (Jerome), Poplowsky, Sul- 
livan, Casey (Louis), Ferguson, Murphy (P. 
J.), Bridwell, Cummings (W. P.), Thomas, 
Hunt, Fossberg, Donovan (Jeremiah), Cur- 
tis, Keene, Sarman, Duffy (O. H.), Powell 
(P. J.), Pena, Allimon, Allabough, Davis 
(F. H.), Largay, Nightingale, Lawler, Bow- 
en (P. F.), Holloway, Broderlck, McKelvey, 
Harris (W. S.), Clarke (E. R.), Cowell, 
Kuhn, Tyson, Hitchcock, Brayer, Hender- 
son, Gosline, Paterson, Pacelli, Burton, 
Gettle, Dinneen, Hodges, Reed (W. A.), 
Gilpin, Butler, Faulkerson, Cooper (John 
A.), Studd, Page, Tussiny, Morlin, Ander- 
son, Tobin (P. F.), Roderick, Kelley 
(James), Dillon, Bowler, Derrigan, Ludwlg, 
Keenan, Hillard, Damozonio, Timilty, Coo- 
per (Wm.), Russell, Hill, Deigle, Gately, 
Rosenfield, Freeman, Smith (Win.), Bolger, 
Stanner, Scott (Timothy), Lederer, Francis, 
Hutchinson, Klein, Clark (Wm. H.), Tar- 
rents, Herr, Murphy (L. E.), Sadler. 

Reading of the minutes was dispensed 
with. 

President Gompers in well chosen words 
introduced William Mullen of the Textile 
Workers, Fraternal Delegate from the 
British Trades and Labor Congress, who 
addressed the convention, in part, as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. President and Delegates: The Brit- 
ish trade unionists, whom I have the honor 
to represent, take great pleasure in send- 
ing their hearty greetings to their brethren 
engaged in labor's struggle on this side of 
the Atlantic. When I and my colleagues 
were elected we were told that we were as- 
sured of a hearty greeting in America, but 
the reality has exceeded our anticipations. 
For this we thank the convention most sin- 



cerely. President Gompers' address has been 
a source of gratification to myself and my 
brother delegate, because it shows the vast 
resources of this country— a gigantic coun- 
try—and the great interests which the la-"~ 
bor movement of the United States has to 
deal with. In a country like this, with a 
babel of tongues, it is necessary for the 
labor movement to have men of integrity 
and ability at Its head, as it has today. 
Capitalists know no nationality. They 
work for their own interests and against 
labor, and labor ought to take the hint and 
know no nationality, either, in endeavor- 
ing to improve the lot of the toller. 

The speaker was heartily applauded. 

President Gompers then introduced the 
other British Fraternal Delegate, James 
O' Grady, who said in part: 

The work of the employers today is to 
reduce wages when possible and to ac- 
cumulate more profits. The longing for 
freedom had something to do with those 



conditions in times past because some peo- 
ple thought they had such claims to free- 
dom that they could not do what they 



liked with the bodies of their neighbors. 
When the trades union movement was 
launched In England, men were found In 
the mines who worked day and night, 
women worked there knee-deep in water, 
and children of five years of age worked 
In the mines. More than 5,000 people are 
killed every year in work in England, and 
50,000 injured, or more than all the people 
who lost their lives in the Boer War were 
killed in the same period in the struggle 
for bread in England. We shall work to 
send to the next House of Commons an in- 
dependent labor party, which will not have 
anything to do with the existing political 
parties. As a general rule I am not a oeliever 
In strikes, but prefer arbitration and concili- 
ation, but am also a strong believer in the 
Idea that capital and labor are not Identi- 
cal but antagonistic. What is needed is the 
spirit of self-sacrifice, and in appealing to 
the young men I ask them in God's name 
never to rest content till the movement is 
organized to such an extent that it will be 
no longer possible to keep the people down. 
I bid the delegates godspeed in the work 
they have undertaken and hope It will not 
be long before labor will clasp hands across 
the sea, when the movement will be uni- 
versal; that there shall be one fountain 
head when organized labor will be the \ 
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greatest factor in the uplifting of the world 
and the bettering of mankind. 

Mr. 0*Grady was loudly applauded. 

President Gompers then introduced 
James Simpson, Fraternal Delegate from 
the Canadian Trades and Labor Congress, 
who said in part: 

It is my pleasure to extend the hearty 
greetings of the workers of Canada to their 
American brethren. When the recent de- 
cision of an international tribunal gave a 
strip of territory which Canada thought 
was hers, to the United States, it caused 
no ill-feelings in the minds of Canadian labor 
men. The year 1903 has been one of great 
progress in Canada. The workingmen of 
Canada have long been subjected to the 
wiles of people who want to make capital 
out of the difficulties between Canada and 
the United States, but they have not 
changed in their friendship despite the re- 
cent decision on the Alaskan boundary. 
The workingmen of Canada now have a 
legislative mouthpiece in the trades and 
labor congress, which represents 200,000 
members. The laborers are inundated with 
Injunctions. I cannot praise too highly the 
efforts of American workingmen to aid 
their Canadian brethren, and I firmly be- 
lieve that in the future, from the growth 
of Canada, it will be returned ten-fold. 

The speaker was frequently and heartily 
applauded ^during his address. 

President Gompers then presented each 
Of the three fraternal delegates a neat 
bodge, which, as he pinned them on the 
ft re a st s of each of the gentlemen, called 
forth hearty applause. 

President Gompers: I know, as you 
know, that I but bespeak the sentiment of 
•every delegate to this Convention when I 
uay that you are right welcome among us. 
Men may make beautiful addresses of wel- 
come, but after all, the sentiments that are 
Unexpressed, the words that are unuttered, 
are probably more eloquent, and contain 
more real feeling than all the lexicons of 
our prolific language. I am rather pleased 
that one of the delegates has called atten- 
tion to a disease that is likely to affect the 
people of another country if they go on 
uninterruptedly in their successes and who 
may become expansion mad. This not only 
applies to Great Britain in her policy with 
the Boers, it not only applies to the policy 
of Great Britain to China, It not only ap- 
plies to the policy of our own country, in 
j»o far as the far East, and our other— our 
«v:her— Insular possessions are concerned, 
but it is equallv true of the trade unionists 
fn the American Federation of Labor: and 
?he policy of keeping the size of our cranl- 
vm within healthful proportions is an ex- 
client piece of advice. We want you, 
brothers, to understand that while we 
f»elieve that you should have, and, 
t»R we possess loyalty and patriotism 
to the flacr of our country and the purposes 
*v>r which they stand, we want you to he- 
tfeve us when we say that, as we know 
that you are impressed, our duty Is to our 
fellow- workingmen of our country: and^n* 
we are true to them, we shall be true to 



each other, and though the commercialists 
and those who know no other God but the 
almighty dollar may want to stir up strife 
between us and our people, we are but true 
to ourselves and true to eack other. We 
will maintain international peace. The 
Church Association for the Advance- 
ment of the interests of labor has done 
much in a supplementary way to help us 
in the work of creating a healthier public 
sentiment for our movement, and that as- 
sociation has honored us by sending a fra- 
ternal delegate in the person of Miss 
Keyser, whom I have the honor to now in- 
troduce. 

Miss Harriette Keyser: We hare repre- 
senting this association, and acting as its 
vice-president, more than 60 bishops. We 
have stood by you, and we have stood by 
yon when you were considered to be the 
under dog. Capital, a lusty dog, fighting 
with its own mother, Labor! Labor was 
before Capital! In the beginning, perhaps 
the younger dog, but now that time has 
passed, and Labor is strong and lusty in 
the struggle. I want to say that we are 
all interested in the union label. All the 

fmpers that I have with me bear the union 
abel. Now, I believe that there is nothing 
in the world more absurd than for syndi- 
cates of capital to say that they will treat 
only with the individual. A syndicate can- 
not treat with individuals; it must treat 
with combinations of labor, and as we have 
syndicates of capital, we are bound to 
have labor organizations, and they are 
bound to treat with each other. We be- 
lieve in the promotion of the union label. 
We believe in checking child labor. It is 
a disgrace to American civilization that 
we should have children laboring in facto- 
ries who ought to be in the schools. 1 
have seen these children of tender age 
working in factories when they should be 
in school, and I have seen trade unions 
take these children out of the factories 
and put them in schools and pay them the 
same amount that they would earn in the 
factories. They are doing that in the South 
now, and they did it in Jersey at the time 
of the strike there. They paid the children 
a certain amount per week, just the same 
as they would have earned, and they 
docked them for every day lost at school, 
the same as if It had been lost at work, and 
that was a grand and noble thing to do. 

President Gompers: Miss Harriette Key- 
ser, be assured that the delegates share 
the feeling that I express, the sentiment 
I express, when I say that you are right 
royally welcome with us, too, and that w<& 
appreciate not only the work of the Church 
Association in the interests of labor, but 
the work in which you particularly have 
been engaged in for many years, which 
has made you, not only endeared to the 
hearts of union men and union women, but 
has made you younger in spirit as days 
went on. We thank you and ask you to be 
just one with us and of us, and again ex- 
press to you our appreciation. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegram: 
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Cleveland, O., Nov. 10, ltf()3. 
To Samuel Gompers, 

Revere House, Boston. 
Received telegram that two of our dele- 
gates have not been seated. Both have 
been duly elected by our General Execu- 
tive Board and our International Union de- 
mands that all three, E. Sohaerer. Mat- 
thew Steele, and John Guild, be seated im- 
mediately. Answer. 

(SJjrned) F. H. HARZBECKER. 

International Secretary. 

Delegate Barnes moved that it be re- 
ceived and referred to Grievance Commit- 
tee. 

President Gompers ruled motion out of 
order. 

Delegate Lennon moved that it be re- 
ceived and referred to Committee on Cre- 
dentials. 

Delegate Agard opposed its reference to 
the Committee on Credentials. 

Delegate Kemper moved that the conven- 
tion go into Committee of the Whole. 

Delegate Agard raised point of order that 
the question should be reconsidered before 
action was taken. 

President Gompers: The point of order 
is well taken. The Chair desires to say 
further, lest a misunderstanding occur, that 
the Committee on Credentials is never ap- 
pointed by the Executive Council or by the 
president of the American FederatlDn of 
Labor. The constitution provides that the 
president of the American Federation of 
Labor shall select three organizations; the 
executive officers of each in turn shall se-. 
lect one of their delegates elect, who shall 
be jointly constituted an auditing commit- 
tee, and at the same time a committee on 
credentials. 

Delegate Tanquary: I am satisfied that 
I cast an, intelligent vote on this question 
yesterday. I was not biased or anything of 
the kind. The committee that investigated 
this case say that it heard both sides. 1 
believe the matter was settled yesterday 
and should be settled finally, and I move 
that this motion to refer this to the Com- 
mittee be tabled. 

Delegate Williams: I rise to a point of 
order. A motion to table made after an 
argument on the subject is not in order. 

President Gompers: The point of order 
is well taken. 

A Delegate: I move that the matter be 
reconsidered. 

President Gompers: Moved and seconded 
that the motion adopted at the session yes- 
terday concurring in the report of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials in the case of the 
Bakers be reconsidered. 



Delegate Ramsay: I move that that mo- 
tion be tabled. 

Delegate Lennon: I move a roll call on 
The question. 

President Gompers: Moved and seconded 
that we take a vote on the question. 

The secretary reported that 44 delegates 
demanded roll call. The chair decided that 
that was not a sufficient number— one-teuh 
of the votes of all the delegates being re- 
quired for a roll call. - The count was 
doubted. The chair asked for a show of 
hands of all thpse who doubted the correct- 
ness of the count of the vote by the secre- 
tary. The president counted thirty but 
stated that rather than have any feeling In 
the matter another vote would be taken, 
and delegated Fraternal Delegates Simpson 
and O'Grady to count the votes. The vote 
was seventy-four, a sufficient number for a 
roll call. 

Roll call was ordered. , 

Roll not being ready the chair stated that 
roll would be cailed on the question at the 
next session. 

Delegate Miller for the Committee on 
Credentials submitted the following report: 

Recommend that Chas. H. Winslow, del- 
egate representing Saw Smiths' National 
be seated; 3 votes. 

Concurred in. 

Same with D. D. Mahoney, representing 
Central Labor Union of Holyoke, Mass.; 
1 vote. 

" Concurred in. 

Same with C. E. -Ballard, representing 
Oklahoma City, Central Trades, Central 
Labor Union; 1 vote. 

Concurred in. 

Also recommend seating of A. W. Mor- 
rison to represent Central Labor Union of 
Cambridge, Mass.; 1 vote. 

Concurred in. 

Also recommend the substituting the 
names of Pat McMahon and Frank Mona- 
ghan in place of Messrs. Hammill and 
Lighthall, representing the International 
Union of Steam Engineers. 

Concurred in. 

Also C. T. Barnett, representing Cloth 
Examiners and Spongers' No. 10,780 of 
Chicago, 111.; 1 vote. 

Concurred in. 

Also Joseph J. More, representing Cloth 
Examiners and Spongers No. 10,429; 1 vote. 
Concurred in. 

In the case of the protest against seating 
of Ernest Bohm, representing the Grain 
Workers' Association No. 11,407 by the 
Brewery Workers, the committee is of the 
opinion that as the Grain Workers' Asso- 
ciation is recognized as a bona fide affili- 
ated organization of the American Federa- 
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tion of Labor, with all the rights and 
privileges pertaining thereto, including au- 
tonomy, the said Grain Workers' Association 
is the best judge of the qualification of its 
members and representatives, the commit- 
tee therefore recommends that Ernest 
Bohm be seated, as the committee does 
not feel qualified to judge on the points 
raised by the Brewery Workers. 

Delegate Kemper: Mr. Chairman, our 
objection to the seating of Delegate Bohm 
to represent the grain driers in New York 
Is because he is an expelled member of the 
United Brewery Workmen, and had they 
known that there was such an organization 
In existence and he was to be the delegate, 
tney would have been better prepared to 
show this convention why they object, than 
they are at the present time. I move that 
action be suspended until we are able to 
have the necessary documents forwarded. 

President Gompers: Moved and seconded 
that the subject matter of the consideration 
of this question be laid over until a later 
stage of the proceedings of this convention 
in order to give the Brewery Workers an 
opportunity to present their documents. 

Delegate Murphy: I think that it is en- 
tirely unfair for the delegate of the Brew- 
ery Workers to take this position at this 
time. At the convention in New Orleans 
nearly one whole day was taken in discuss- 
ing this same matter. The facts of the 
case are knpwn to every delegate who was 
present at the New Orleans convention. 
Delegate Bohm had trouble with the Brew- 
ery Workers for carrying out the instruc- 
tions of the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. He served the 
Central Body of New York for years as its 
secretary. 

Delegate Hart: Mr. Chairman, at the 
New Orleans convention last year I was 
secretary of the Grievance Committee, and 
this same complaint came up, and to show 
you how mercilessly the Brewery Work- 
ers have acted, they have expelled an or- 
ganization of theirs in New York City for 
daring to espouse the cause of Ernest 
Bohm. 

Delegate Curamlngs: I have no feeling 
whatever in this matter, but I take it that 
there are a number here in like position 
with myself who are not conversant with 
this case, and I believe that I am now 
speaking to a representative body of fair- 
minded people, fair-minded brothers, and 
I believe that we should have a thorough 
investigation. The delegate who made this 
motion said that he was prepared to bring 
before this body some documentary evi- 



dence. Now, in all fairness, I believe that 
we should grant all such requests. 

Delegate Ward: My reason for taking 
the floor at this time is that you may know 
the truth of this matter in connection with 
Ernest Bohm. Ernest Bohm was not ex- 
pelled because of his connection in the case 
of the firemen and engineers, and anyone 
who says so is not telling the truth. He 
was expelled because of the trouble with. 
Local Union No. 59. ^ 

Delegate Keliey: I have known Ernest 
Bohm to be a wage worker since 1886. He 
was a member of the Central Labor Union 
of New York at that time. 

Resolution No. 24.— By Delegate Aug. 
Buthe of Granitoid and Cement Concrete* 
Workers' Union No. 8172: 

WHEREAS, We, the Granitoid and Ce- 
ment Concrete Workers' Union No. 8172 of 
St. Louis and vicinity, have been affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
since the date of our organization, which 
was March 1. 1900; and 

WHEREAS, Even since the formation of 
our Union our work has been classified as 
the following: all granitoid work, all ce- 
ment concrete work, all concreting for flre- 
prooflng and illuminating tile work, except 
rooting under masonry work; and 

WHEREAS, There is in the city of St. 
Louis, Mo., an organization known as the 
Stone Masons' Laborers' Union chartered 
by the State of Missouri and belonging to 
the Local Building Trades Council, and ir- 
respective of the appended agreement with 
the said Building Trades Council, the said 
Stone Masons' Laborers' Union continue 
from time to time, with full sanction of the 
Building Trades Council to infringe upon 
our work, as heretofore classified, which 
will in plain words eventually mean the 
disruption of our Union; and 

WHEREAS, On three different occasions, 
we have been refused admission to mem- 
bership of the Building Trades Council; 
and 

WHEREAS, Considering the fact that 
the vast majority of the Local Unions be- 
longing to this Building Trades Council, 
their National and International Unions 
are affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention in ses- 
sion does instruct the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor to notify 
the General Officers of the Brotherhood of 
Painters and Decorators, Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners and the other Na- 
tional Unions whose Locals are affiliated 
with this above mentioned Building Trades 
Council, that unless the above mentioned 
agreement is entered into between the 
Granitoid and Cement Concrete Workers' 
Union No. 8172 and the Local Building 
Trades Council is lived up to and has be- 
come a fact, within sixty (60) days after 
this Convention, then the Executive Board 
of the American Federation of Labor, if 
it is proven to their satisfaction that said 
agreement is being violated, it shall be 
deemed sufficient cause for the revocation 
of the Charters of all the National and 
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International Unions whose Locals belong 
to the Building Trades Council of St. Louis, 
Missouri. 
Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 25.— By Delegate Aug. 
Buthe of the Granitoid and Cement Con- 
crete Workers' Union No. 8172. 

WHEREAS. We, the Granitoid and Ce- 
ment Concrete Workers' Union No. 8172 of 
St. Louis and vicinity have been affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
since the date of our organization, which 
Was March 1, 1900; and 

WHEREAS, Ever since the formation of 
our Union our work has been classified as 
the following: all granitoid work, all ce- 
ment concrete work, all concreting for flre- 
p roofing and illuminating tile work, except 
footing under masonry work; and 

WHEREAS, There was chartered In 
April, 1903, by the American Federation of 
Labor, an organization known as the Inter- 
national Hod Carriers' and Building Labor- 
ers' Union, and with a classification of 
work which encroaches to a great extent 
upon ours; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the above-mentioned 
Hod Carriers' and Building Laborers' Union 
be compelled to change its constitution, so 
as not to conflict with ours, and the same 
to become a law at a date not later than 
ninety (90) days after the Sessions of this 
Convention. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 26.— By Delegate H. J. 
Vollmer of the International Jewelry Work- 
ers of America: 

Owing to the fact that our label is in 
existence a short time and many organiza- 
tions are not familiar with same, we do 
hereby request that all jewelry, watches, 
buttons and emblems purchased bear the 
double acorn label. 

Committee on Label. 

Resolution No. 27.— By Delegate J. B. 
Dale of Vallejo Trades and Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, It is the duty of union men 
to support all institutions, public or pri- 
vate, that by their acts give to labor the 
maximum of pay for the minimum of 
hours; and 

WHEREAS, In the matter of the con- 
struction of our naval vessels, labor re- 
ceives better consideration from the gov- 
ernment than that given by private yards; 
and 

WHEREAS, it has been demonstrated 
that work is and can be done better in 
navy yards than in private yards, as 
shown by the results both in workmanship 
and economy in the case of the transport 
"Grant," recently converted into a deep- 
sea dredger at the Mare Island Yard; be it 

RESOLVED, That we renew our demand, 
and that the government, In all its 
branches, enter into direct construction; 
and 

RESOLVED, That we especially demand 
that the capacity of government yards be 
used to the utmost for construction work; 
that that not alone may labor be benefited, 
but that the ships which go out to sea 
may be honestly and well built and free 
from such weakness as are the result of 
poor work, so placed that the profits 



therefrom is the greater to the contractor; 
and 

RESOLVED, That we declare ourselves 
as favorable to ship construction In the 
navy yards belonging to the government, 
and we earnestly ask congress to so act 
that In future naval vessels shall be built 
therein, thereby adding to the capital and 
dignity labor. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 28.— By Delegate Geo. C. 
Campbell of Tri-City Labor Congress of 
Clinton and Lyons, la., and Fulton, 111.: 

WHEREAS, The concentration of the 
wealth of the nation is daily passing into 
the hands of a few men, who, having con- 
trol of the machinery of production and 
distribution, can dictate to the wage earn- 
er what he or she shall receive for toil, 
and dictate to the consumer what shall 
be paid for nearly all the necessities of 
life; and believing that such concentration 
into the hands of the few is a menace to 
our republic; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we favor co-operation 
in place of competition, the ownership by 
the whole nation of all public utilities, 
and the careful study by all members of 
organized labor of social problems and 
economic questions, so that they may edu- 
cate themselves as to how they may event- 
ually reap the full product of their tott 
and enjoy the fruits of their labor, as in- 
tended by an allwlse "Providence"; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That we earnestly request 
the working people of our republic to edu- 
cate themselves, and discuss all questions 
affecting their welfare, and vote consis- 
tently for what trades unionism stands for 
—"One for all"— "All for each." 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 29.— By Delegate George 
C. Campbell of Tri-City Labor Congress of 
Clinton and Lyons. la., and Fulton, 111.: 

WHEREAS, While the increased demand 
for union label goods is gratifying, yet 
taking into consideration the enormous 
growth in the membership of organized la- 
bor it is not what it should be, and believ- 
ing that the main cause for there not being 
a greater demand, is from the want of 
proper education of trades unionists on the 
duty and obligation of every unionist to 
purchase only union made goods, and from 
not knowing that only by using their pur- 
chasing power as consumers can convict, 
child and sweat shop labor be wiped out; 
therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That it Is the sense of this 
Convention that all union men and women 
owe it as a duty to themselves and their 
class, that at all times they be consistent 
and demand the union label, and all affili- 
ated national organizations that have not 
already done so are earnestly requested to 
incorporate In their ritual, and obligation, 
that their members must demand the un»on 
label: and organizers when Installing newly 
organized unions are requested to 
thoroughly explain to members before ob- 
ligation their duties as to demanding the 
union label: and be It further 

RESOLVED, That the attention of all 
international unions having labels Is called 
to the advisability of making armuge- 
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ments with the "labor press" of this coun- 
try for systematically advertising through 
their columns and keeping before the^eyes 
of their reders the emblems trades union- 
ists and sympathizers are required to call 
for. 
Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 30.— By Delegate Geo. C. 
Campbell of Trl-City Labor Congress of 
Clinton and Lyons, la., and Fulton, 111.: 

WHEREAS, The greatest lever that can 
be used by trades unionists for the bet- 
terment of the working people is by a 
universal and persistent demand for the 
union label of fellow co-workers; and 

WHEREAS, The Women's Union Label 
League wherever organized has been of 
great benefit and assistance to the trade 
union movement, not only by Its persistent 
demand for union made goods, but also for 
union clerks; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that we 
heartily endorse the Women's Union Label 
League, and recommend to all affiliated or- 
ganizations that they request their mem- 
bers to endeavor to induce their wives 
and female relatives to join such leagues 
wherever in existence and where not or- 
ganized, assist in organizing the same; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That all organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor be request- 
ed to use their best efforts to organize 
Women's Union Label Leagues in their re- 
spective localities. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 31. — By Delegate Geo. C. 
Campbell of Tri-City Labor Congress of 
Clinton and Lyons, Iowa, and Fulton. 111.: 

WHEREAS, Recognizing the importance 
and the necessity of compulsory education, 
and the non-employment of children in 
workshop, factory, store or mine, unless 
at least sixteen years of age, and then for 
only such number of years as can be 
worked without detriment to their physical 
and mental growth, and believing that the 
great army of school teachers employed in 
our public schools are in symnaathy with 
the labor movement, and ready to assist, 
provided they can do so without fear of 
losing their places; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that 
efforts should be made by Central Labor 
bodies, and affiliated organizations to se- 
cure representation on boards of school di- 
rectors and central bodies and organiza- 
tions throughout this country are earnestly 
requested to use their best efforts to or- 
ganize the 430,000 school teachers of this 
continent, and when sufficient local organi- 
zations are effected they shall be banded 
together in a national federation under the 
banner of the American Federation of La- 
bor: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we believe thnt teach- 
ers should receive wages commensurate 
with their great responsibility, and be 
freed from the political influences many 
now have to have in order to hold their 
liinces. 

Committee on Education. 

Resolution No. 32.— By Delegate George 
C. Campbell of Tri-City Labor Congress of 
Clinton and Lyons, la., and Fulton, 111.: 

WHEREAS, In casejs of controversies 



with employers one of the most important 
weapons to be depended upon by organized 
labor is the "labor press, which has al- 
ways faithfully fought the battles of the 
wage earners for right and justice, often 
at great sacrifices to its material welfare, 
and at pecuniary loss, realizing this fact, 
and also that the "labor press" is not and 
has not been receiving the support of 
trades unionists as it should, in many cases 
having to suspend publication for want of 
proper support from those who receive the 
most support from it; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that we 
most earnestly call the attention of all af- 
filiated organizations to the great Impor- 
tance of sustaining the efforts of the "labor 
press" for organization, education, jus- 
tice and the union label, by having all 
members of local unions subscribe for tbe 
labor paper in their vicinity, and render 
assistance by patronizing those friendly 
merchants who use its columns to advertise 
their wares,- and where possible to do so, 
to have the unions in the locality where a 
labor paper is published, subscribe for all 
its membership, so all may be kept in touch 
as to facts in cases of strikes and lockouts, 
and as to who is unfair to organized labor; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention cor- 
dially thanks the "labor press" for the 
noble work it has done, ana is still doing, 
and also extends to the public press who 
have dealt fairly with the labor movement 
its appreciation of such fairness. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 33.— By Delegate Sullivan 
of Rhode Island State Branch: 

WHEREAS, In the woolen and cotton 
industry of the state of Rhode Island, 
fully 40,000 employes are engaged; and 

WHEREAS, Of this number, apart from 
the Mulespinners' Association, barely one 
hundred are organized; ana" 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island is a fertile 
field for organization, if properly looked 
after, Oy the means of a permanent organ- 
izer; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, as soon as possible place a 
salaried organizer in the state of Rhode 
Island for the sole purpose of organizing 
the woolen and cotton mill employes of 
that state; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That said organizer be • 
practical textile worker. 

Committee on Organization. 

.Resolution No. 34. — By Delegate Stephen 
F. Haskell of Lnst Makers' Union, 9269: 

REJSOLVED, That we, the Federal Un- 
ion, No. 9269, of the American Federation 
of Labor, which consists of Last Makers 
of Brockton, Mass., ask this body in ses- 
sion to instruct their organizers to do all 
in their power to organize the last makers 
of this country and our desire is to have 
a national organizaton of last makers of 
America, and also ask that the incoming 
Executive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to do all in their power to 
accomplish this end. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 35.— By Delegate Sullivan 
of Rhode Island State Branch: 
WHEREAS, The Retail Clerks' Interna- 
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national Protective Association has been 
formed to improve the condition of the 
wage workers; and 

WHEREAS, It is affiliated through the 
American Federation of Labor with the 
general trades movement: and 

WHEUEAS, It is the plain duty ot 
every member of a labor union to call for 
the up-to-date Clerks' Union cards when 
making a purchase and compel the clerk 
to show his card before buying from him 
or his employer; be it 

RESOLVE*), That the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor endorse the 
card of the Retail Clerks' International and 
Protective Association and appeal to every 
member and sympathizer to demand the 
same. 
i 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 36.— By Delegate Dono- 
van of Pawtucket, R. I., Central Labor 
Union: 

RESOLVEJ), That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor appointfla special Organizer 
for the textile industry of New England, 
and the organizer shall be a member of 
the Textile Unron. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 37.— By Delegate Edward 
Carr of the Travelers' Goods and Leather 
Novelties Workers' International Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
I lie American Federation of Labor has in- 
dorsed the action of the Travelers' Goods 
nnd Leather Novelties Workers' Interna- 
tional Union in placing the N. Duncker 
Co., manufacturers of trunks and travel- 
» rs' goods of Cincinnati, Ohio, on the un- 
fair list; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention In- 
dorse the action of the Executive Council 
and instruct labor organizations and all 
working men and women that they buy no 
broods from the merchants who patronize 
i he above-named unfair firm. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 38.— By Delegate Geo. W. 
Rrandon of Trades and Labor Council: 

Amendment to Article XII., Section II., 
of the constitution by striking out the 
words "to instruct" and replacing them 
with "to compel." 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 39.— By Delegate Edward 
Carr of Travelers' Goods and Leather Nov- 
elties Workers' International Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The Southern Trunk Co. of 
Knoxville, Tenn., having failed to reach a 
satisfactory agreement with the union 
travelers goods workers in their employ, 
are now employing non-union men, and 
have been placed upon the unfair list by 
the fourth biennial convention of the Trav- 
elers' Goods and Leather Novelties Work- 
ers international Union; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor Indorse the action of the 
Trnvclrrs' Goods and Leather Novelties 
Workers' International Union and use our 

>st efforts to satisfactorily adjust the 
..ouble. 

Committee on Boycotts. 



Resolution No. 40.— By Delegate Mack 
Taylor: 

WHEREAS, The work of the organiza- 
tion of the National Brotherhood of Coal 
Hoisting Engineers has been seriously ham- 
pered by the advocacy of trades by indus- 
try system of organization on the part of 
The United Mine Workers of America; and 
WHEREAS, Said United Mine Workers 
of America have endeavored to force the 
disruption of the National Brotherhood of 
Coal Hoisting Engineers, by forcing its 
members into their organization; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention herein 
assembled take such steps as they see fit, 
in accordance with the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor to prevent 
the encroachments of the United Mine 
Workers of America upon our organization- 
Committee on Grievances. , 

Resolution No. 41.— By Delegatfe Russel 
R. Hunt of the United Association of 
Plumbers, Gasfltters, etc.: 

RESOLVED, That all central bodies be 
instructed to unseat all independent locals 
of Steam or Hot Water Fitters, and only 
locals of Steam and Hot Water Fitters af- 
filiated with the United Association of 
Journeymen Plumbers* Gasfitters, Steam- 
fitters and Steamfltterb' Helpers of United 
States and Canada to be accorded seats 
therein. ( 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 42.— By Delegate John S. 
Kelley of United Association: 

RESOLVED, That afllliated national and 
international unions are hereby instructed 
to recognize only steam and hot water 
fitters connected with the United Asso- 
ciation of Journeymen Plumbers, Gas Fit- 
ters, Steam Fitters and Stea^n Fitters' 
Helpers of the United States and Canada. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 43.— By Delegate Sullivan 
of Rhode Island State Branch: 

WHEREAS, The wages of the different 
naval stations have various pay for the 
same class rating; and 

WHEREAS, The cost of living in the vi- 
cinity of all the naval stations is practi- 
cally the same; and 

WHEREAS, The different scales of 
wages for the same class rating is essen- 
tially a discrimination against the em- 
?iloyes of the several said naval stations; 
herefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor use its utmost endeavor to 
have a law passed by the Federal Legisla- 
ture making the> scale of wages, rate for 
rate, the same for all naval stations on 
said Atlantic coast. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 44.— By Delegate F* cf 
Simmons of Boise Federated Trades and 
Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, The interests of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor demand that the 
work of organization be more vigorously 
prosecuted in certain sections of the west: 
it Is therefore 

RESOLVED, That the incoming execu- 
tive council be. and is, hereby instructed to 
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Jilace an organizer in the state of Idaho 
or a period of at least six months. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 45. — By Delegate Walter 
MacArthur of San Francisco Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union, No. 

+ , and Tie Makers' Union, No. , 

both of Fort Bragg, Cal., are now, aud 
have been for many mouchs, on strike 
against the Unioir Lumber Company, a con- 
cern haviug its headquarters at San Fran- 
cisco; aud 

WHEREAS, The sole purpose of said 
strike is to guarantee to the men involved 
the -light to organize for the protection and 
advancement ol* their conditions of employ- 
ment; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, ex- 
tends Its indorsement and sympathy to the 
affiliated organizations involved in this con- 
test, and pledges its support in the conduct 
thereof; and further 

RESOLVED, That all attllated bodies are 
hereby urged to contribute financially to 
the support of the organizations named 
herein. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 46.— By Delegate Walter 
Macarthur of San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil: 

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor (Article 
XII., Sec. 2) provides that "it shall be the 
duty of all National and International 
unions * * * to instruct their local unions 
to join chartered Central Labor Unions and 
State Federations in their vicinity when 
such exist"; and 

WHEREAS, Many of such local unions 
have so far failed to join the chartered 
Centra.! Labor Unions in their vicinity, 
thus creating a condition detrimental and 
dangerous to the labor movement in the 
respective localities; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Constitution of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
amended as follows: 

Amend Article IX., Sec. 5, by adding 
after the word "dispute" the following: 
***** particularly by enforcing the pro- 
visions of Article XII. of this Constitu- 
tion. In order to effect the purposes of 
this section, the Executive Council is 
hereby authorized and instructed to revoke 
the charters of all organizations which, at 
the expiration of six months' notice, shall 
have failed to comply with the provisions 
of Article XII." 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 47.— By Delegates O. A. 
Tveitmoe and F. C. Gengenback of Ameri- 
can Brotherhood of Cement Workers: 

WHEREAS, The American Brotherhood 
of Cement Workers has been organized for 
the protection and amelioration of the men 
enenged in the cement workers' trade; and 

WHEREAS, This International Organi- 
zation has been duly and regularly char- 
tered by the American Federation of La- 
bor: and 

WHEREAS, There are yet many large 
cities and sections of this great continent 
where the cement-workers' trade is in a 
deplorable state owing to its unorganized 
condition; therefore he it 



RESOLVED, By this Convention that the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor be and is hereby empowered and 
directed to appoint a special organizer, 
whose duty it shall be to devote his entire 
time for one year for the purpose of effec- 
tively organizing the thousands of me- 
chanics and laborers employed at cement 
work who are yet unorganized east of the 
Missouri river; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the aforesaid v special 
organizer proceed in his labor under the 
supervision of ihe Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor and the 
direction of the Executive officers of the 
American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 48.— By Delegate O. A. 
Tveitmoe of American Brotherhood of Ce- 
ment workers: 

WHEREAS, It has been maliciously and 
falsely charged by the enemies of organized 
labor that the trade union movement has 
been and is depriving the American youth 
of the opportunity to learn a trade; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-third annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that we refute these charges as 
untrue and call attention to the fact that 
a iarge majority of the International, na- 
tional and local unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor have liberal 
and complete apprentice laws; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, In compliance with the es- 
tablished policy of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, that this Convention recom- 
mends to all affiliated unions that they de- 
vote one meeting each month for educa- 
tional purposes with a view of promoting 
efficiency in workmanship, advancement of 
the trade and preservation of the craft 
through a thorough apprenticeship sys- 
tem; and be it further 

RESOLVED, *That in order to facilitate 
this dissemination of union principle and 
policy, such meetings be open and free to 
the general public. 

Committee on Education. 

Resolution No. 49.— By Delegate 1\ C. 
Wheeler of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters of America: 

/ WHEREAS, It has been clearly demon- 
strated that wherever a Woman's Union 
Label League has been established that 
much good has been accomplished, espe- 
cially for the clerks and for unions having 
a label on their products; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the convention of the 
American Federation of Labor earnestly 
endorse the Woman's Union Label League 
and recommend wherever possible the label 
be established. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 50.— By Delegate F. C. 
Wheeler of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners: 

WHEREAS, The toilers of the Pacific 
Coast are facing great hordes of Asiatic 
laborers, also thousands of Peons, whose 
standard of living is so low that our people 
cannot successfully compete with them and 
maintain their own self respect; and 

WHEREAS, The great railroad corn- 
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panics are violating the alien contract labor 
hws by bringing in this cheap labor; and 

WHEREAS, The great lumber and fruit 
industries are practically unorganized; and 

WHEREAS, The California unions and 
the State Federation of Labor have done 
much good work in the past, but on ac- 
count of the large area of our state are 
uuable to cover it, but with the assistance 
of the American Federation of Labor many 
thousands of men can be unionized; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be em- 
powered to appoint a general organizer for 
California for the ensuing year. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 51.— By Delegate James 
Borden: 

WHEREAS, There are a sufficient num- 
ber of local unions to organize a national 
or international union of foundry em- 
ployes, Local Union No. 9617 do hereby re- 
quest that the twenty-third annual con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor do instruct or advise their officers to 
call a special convention for the purpose 
of organizing a national or international 
Union of Foundry Employes. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 52. — By Delegate Herman 
Grossmau of the Intematioual Ladies' Gar- 
ment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, By supporting the respective 
labels of the various organizations, the 
trade unionists of America can best assist 
each other on the economic battle-field, 
and gain each for the other the fullest 
recognition of the trade unions of the 
trade-union demands; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Interna- 
tional Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
stands for the aspirations and is the hope 
of the sweat-shop-ridden ladies' garment 
workers; and - 

WHEREAS, The existence of the Inter- 
national Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
is threatened by a manufacturers' asso- 
ciation, including the whole industry in all 
sections of the country, formed for the 
express purpose of disrupting this growing 
body; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That this Convention reit- 
erates the action of the Scranton, 1901, 
and New Orleans, 1902, Conventions and 
endorses the label of the International La- 
dies' Garment Workers' Union, placed on 
all articles of ladies' wearing apparel, by 
which is meant, ladies', misses' and chil- 
dren's cloaks, suits, waists, skirts, wrap- 
pers, dresses, corsets, lingerie, etc.; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the members of the 
American Federation of Labor are In- 
structed to urge their mothers, wives and 
daughters to demand and wear union la- 
belled ladies' garments, and that the wo- 
men members of the American Federation 
of Labor are especially Instructed to de- 
mand union labelled clothing for them- 
selves: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That to attract the atten- 
tion of the wage earners, both women and 
5J en ; to ~ tne label of the International La- 
dies Garment Workers' Union, special 
mention shall be given to the same in the 
columns of the American Federationist, the 



official organ of the American Federation 
Of Labor; and that 

WHEREAS, The label of the Interna- 
tional Ladles' Garment Workers' Union 
must appeal especially to the women for 
support; be it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that 
the organizers of the American Federation 
of Labor shall agitate for the label of the 
said organization in their respective lo- 
calities, especially among the women, both 
organized and un-organized, and thus edu- 
cate them to demanding and wearing the 
articles manufactured by honest union la- 
bor and not made in sweat shops or tene- 
ment houses; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention, rep- 
resenting the organized wage earners of 
America, requests the various orders, or- 
ganizations and societies in which women 
are admitted to membership, or which are 
composed entirely of women, to give their 
moral support to the contest being waged 
against the sweat-shop and - tenement- 
house evil still dominant in the ladies' gar- 
ment industries, by insisting and calling 
for the union label of the International La- 
dies' Garment Workers' Union upon all 
articles of clothing bought for their own 
use, apd that this Convention once more 
pledges the moral support of all organized 
labor to the label of the International La- 
dies' Garment Workers' Union, which is 
the only true emblem of the organized 
wage earners, guaranteeing to the pur- 
chaser freedom from the contagion of the 
sweat shop and tenement house, and stand- 
ing for fair play and decent treatment of 
the wage earners. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 53. — By Delegate Herman 
Grossman of the International Ladies' Gar- 
ment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The corset workers of the. 
country have never before been organized 
and are today with the exception of a 
small minority, practically unorganized; 
and 

WHEREAS, The International Ladies' 
Garment Workers' Union has within the 
past few weeks made a special effort to 
organize the corset workers of the east, by 
sending among them an organizer who la- 
bored for several weeks in an unsuccessful 
attempt to accomplish this work; be it 
therefore 

RESOLVED, By this Convention, that all 
organizers of the American Federation of 
Labor, salaried and unsalaried, are espe- 
cially instructed to organize the corset 
workers in all sections of the country and 
to affiliate them with the International La- 
dles' Garment Workers' Union. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 54. — By Delegate Charles 
Lavin of Central Labor Union, Wilkeabarre, 
Pa.: 

WHEREAS, Injunctions have come to 
be the order of the day, and are usually 
Issued against trade unions and in the in- 
terests of capitalists, such injunctions 
being an infringement upon the const! tn- 
tJonal rights and liberties of American 
citizens; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, 
call upon all affiliated unions, state federa- 
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tions and central bodies to ignore and stren- 
uously resist ali such injunctions by pursu- 
ing tneir constitutional rights, collectively 
and individually. That we recommend 
picketing and the application of the boy- 
cott where and when they are deemed nec- 
essary to success; and that we call upon 
all affiliated^ unions and sympathizers to 
render ail the assistance in iheir power to 
all unions or individuals against whom in- 
junctions may be issued, by ignoring ali 
such restraining influences of a capitalistic 
judiciary, by a spontaneous and united op- 
position which will render snch court rul- 
ings inoperative and bring them into ridi- 
cule and .once more restore to the citizen 
his natural and constitutional rights and 
liberties. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 55. — By Delegate William 
J. Kelly of International Association of 
Marble Workers: 

WHEREAS, It being an indisputable 
fact that the Marble cutters and setters of 
the United States are continually being de- 
prived oil a large percentage of their work 
by and through the unjust encroachment of 
one or more trades, that could creditably 
afford the relinquishment of a penchant 
for expansion, that particularly breeds de- 
moralizing animosities, animosities that 
ghould never be iu evidence among con- 
sistent trades unionists, therefore we deem 
It judicious, proper and absolutely neces- 
sary that the Federation of Labor, in its 
jnst and wise deliberations, reguiate what 
constitutes the work of the respective 
trades embraced within its jurisdiction, as 
it is evident to any intelligent trade un- 
ionist who has observed, or who has been 
confronted with the unwise, unjust, detri- 
mental, contention respecting trade rights, 
that it is advisable and necessary that the 
question should be settled justly, definite- 
ly, and immediately, giving each trade a 
positive knowledge of what does and does 
not constitute its employment, thereby elim- 
inating substantially the differences and 
contentions that necessarily arise from the 
confiscating propensities of unwholesome 
aspirations; and therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Marble Cutters' 
and Setters' Union of Chicago in meeting 
assembled that they instruct Wm. J. Kelly, 
the International Marble Workers' dele- 
gate to the Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, to bring the matter 
before that honorable body and make re- 
port. With the enlisted assistance such a 
vttai question should attract and settle defl- 
■nitely trade rights and trade fights. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 56.— By Delegate Herman 
Grossman of the International Ladies' Gar- 
ment Workers' Union: «■ 

WHEREAS, The unorganized condition 
of the women wage earners in all trades 
in general, and in the ladies' garment mak- 
ing industry in particular, has always tend- 
ed to keep down the standard of living 
which organized labor has always endeav- 
ored to elevate; and 

WHEREAS, The women wage earners 
have never before come to play so im- 
portant a part in industrial life as today, 
and have never shown so ardent a desire 
to become organized: therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 



tion of Labor in convention assembled, de- 
cides to make special effort during the com- 
ing year to organize the wpinen wage earn- 
ers in all industries, and in the ladies' gar- 
ment making industry in particular, where 
the women form a large part of the wage 
earners to the detriment of the men in the 
trade and the wage earners of the country 
in general; and be it further , . 

RESOLVED, That the President is here- 
by Instructed to appoint several women or- 
ganizers to organize the women wage earn- 
ers of the country and affiliate them with 
their respective National or International 
organizations. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 57.— By delegation of To- 
bacco Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The blue label of the Tobac- 
co Workers' International Union represents 
tobacco made under fair union conditions, 
by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The tobacco workers' label 
is the only proof of the same, as it dis- 
tinguishes union from non-union and trust- 
made tobacco; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled in 
Boston, re-endorse the blue label of the To- 
bacco Workers' International Union; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of each 
affiliated union be, and is hereby, requested 
to demand the blue label upon all tobacco 
and cigarettes he may purchase, thereby 
showing his loyalty to the cause of union- 
ism ip a substantial manner. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 58.— By delegation of To- 
bacco Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers' Inter- 
national Union has been and are still en- 
gaged in a severe contest with the Ameri- 
can and Continental Tobacco Companies, 
commonly known as the "twin trust"; and 

WHEREAS, Said trust controls a large 
proportion of the output in the tobacco 
industry, thus making it difficult for the 
tobacco workers to successfully push a boy- 
cott against each individual brand made 
by the trust; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor through its otficers and or- 
ganizers, give special aid and assistance to 
the tobacco workers in pushing a boycott 
against each individual brand ana all 
brands of tobacco made by both the Ameri- 
can and Continental Tobacco Trust; and be 
It further 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor request all affiliated unions to 
assist the tobacco workers by vigorously 
pushing a boycott against all brands of to- 
bacco sold in their localities made by the- 
American and Continental Tobacco Trust. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 59.— By Delegate Michael 
Brayer of Cloth Spongers, No. 9,100. 

WHEREAS, Repeated efforts have been 
made by cloth spongers of New York City 
and the Central Federated Union to organ- 
ize the cloth spongers and examiners em- 
ployed by Rogers. Peet & Co., and 

WHEREAS, The said firm of Rogers. 
Peet & Co., have refused to employ or per- 
mit union cloth spongers and examiners 
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to work in their department; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this tweuty-third Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
i»ur in session assembled condemn the ac- 
tions of the firm of Rogers, Peet & Co., of 
N. Y., and recommend that all delegates 
assist in their fight against said firm; and 
be It further 

RESOLVED, That said firm of Rogers, 
Peet & Co. of New York be placed on the 
unfair list. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 60.— By Delegate C. O. 
Sherman of United Metal Workers: 

WHEREAS, The Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers have been granted a charter 
of affiliation, by the American Federation 
of Labor, and delegates from that organi- 
zation seated in this Convention; and 

WHEREAS, This organization Is a dual 
, body claiming Jurisdiction over the same 
wage workers that are and have been for 
years past under the Jurisdiction of the 
United Metal Workers, which organization 
is fully competent to and always has tried 
its utmost to organize the Structural 
Bridge and Iron Workers, but has not 
been as successful as it would have been 
If it had not met with great opposition 
from this up to the present time non-affili- 
ated organization of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter granted 
the Bridge and Structural Iron Workers be 
revoked, its delegates unseated, and the 
United Metal Workers in accordance with 
the charter granted it - by the American 
Federation of Labor be declared the prop- 
er organization for Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers to affiliate with. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 61.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Placers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The members of the above 
named organization have been involved in 
strike for the past ten months with the 
Burns & Silver Co. of Bridgeport, Conn; 
and 

WHEREAS, Our International has done 
everything possible to bring about a fa- 
vorable settlement; and 

WHEREAS, Said firm has filled Its shop 
with cheap labor at starvation wages, 
which made it necessary for us to place 
said firm on the unfair list; therefore oe it 

RESOLVED, That this convention place 
the products of the Burns & Silver Com- 
pany, makers of furniture and hardware, 
on the unfair list of the American Federa* 
tlon of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 62.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Met-il Polishers, Buffers. 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The National Sewing Ma- 
chine Company of Belvidere, 111., has for 
the Inst nine years been antagonistic 
towards organized labor: and 

W HEREAS, The foremen of all depart- 
ments of said company discharge men as 
soon as they Join a labor union; therefore 
be it 



RESOLVED, That this convention otoce 
the product of the National Sewing* Ma- 
chine Company on the unfair list of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 63.— By Delegates Downr 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, There exists in the Citr of 
New York a firm known as Francis Rylea 
& Sou, manufacturers of builders' hard- 
ware; and 

WHEREAS, Our members have been ont 
on legitimate strike for eighteen months; 
and 

WHEREAS, Said firm insists on employ- 
ing cheap labor at starvation wages, whlcU 
made it necessary. for our International to 

fdace said firm on the "We-don't-patronize r * 
1st; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention in- 
dorse the action of our International, en^ 
places the products of Francis K«Iei* 
& Son on the unfair list of the Americas 
Federation of Labor. T 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 64.— By Delegate* Dom- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Poltafcero, Buffer© 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, There la at the present time 
in the city of Chicago a local anion com- 
posed of optical workers, chartered direct 
from the American Federation of Labo/: 
and 

WHEREAS, Said optical workers wrj* 
chiefly on brass products: therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That this convention In- 
struct said local union of optical work"k°n 
to join our International Union. 

Committee on Local and Federate** 
Bodies. 

Resolution No. 65.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffe-i*. 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Uuion: 

>v HE RE AS, Owing to the loose methods 
in our immigration laws, the manufactur- 
ing associations are rapidly filling our work- 
shops and foundries with foreign labor; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention go on 
record as opposed to the wholesale immi- 
gration of foreign labor; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Couxi- 
cil be instructed to take up the matter 
with the Immigration Commission of th<„ 
United States and. insist that the practice 
be stopped. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 66.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Platers, 
B n 'fers and Brass Workers' International 
Union : 

WHEREAS, The members of our union 
have been prevented from hanging chan- 
deliers by members of the International 
Brotherhood of Electric Workers and mem- 
bers of the Plumbers, Steam Fitters aiw, 
?r t0 . ani Fitters' Helpers' Internationa; 
Union; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at this convention assembled, 
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grant our International Union full juris- 
diction oyer all chandelier workers. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 67.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, There exists at present a lo- 
cal union of Beer Pump Workers, No. 8671, 
attached to the American Federation of 
Labor, which is practically a brass work- 
ers' union; and 

WHEKEAS, The American Federation of 
Labor at its last convention did order this 
union to affiliate with our International 
Union, which they positively refused to 
do; and 

WHEREAS, Their antagonistic methods 
have culminated in an endeavor to unseat 
our delegates in the Brass Workers' Union, 
at the Essex Trades Council of Newark, 
N. J., on the claim that oar members 
should be attached to their union; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Beer Pump Work- 
ers' Union No. 8671, in their refusal to join 
our International Union, as ordered by the 
American Federation of Labor, have given 
sufficient cause for the revocation of their 
charter, and the same is requested imme- 
diately by this International Union. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 68.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, It came to our notice that 
the International Union of Carriage 
Makers are encroaching upon our Jurisdic- 
tional rights; and 

WHEREAS, Recently they have admitted 
an organization of Coach Lamp Makers, 
which rightfully belong to our Interna- 
tional Union, chiefly comprising members 
working on brass products; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor at this convention assem- 
bled, instructs the Carriage Makers' Inter- 
national Union to turn over said organiza- 
tion of Coach Lamp Makers to our Inter- 
national Union. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 69. — By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutlo. of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Pinters and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS. The members of our Inter- 
national Union have been locked out by the 
,. Waterbury Clock Co., of Waterbury, Conn., 
makers of the Ingersoll Dollar Watch, 
which are designated by the names of Lib- 
ertv. . Quaker. Yankee. Defence. Eclipse, 
Triumph. Chamnion, Puritan and Winner; 
also clocks which bear the firm's monogram 
on the front and name on back; and 

WHEREAS. We have done everything 
possible to effect a favorable settlement, 
and It became necessary to place the 
product on the unfair list: therefore* be it 

RESOLVED. That this Convention In- 
dorse our action and place the product of 
the Waterbury Clock Co. on the unfair list 
of the American Federation of Labor; and 
be It further 



RESOLVED, That all delegates, repre- 
senting international and national, local, 
state and federal and central bodies assist 
in pushing this fight, as a victory will 
again strengthen organized labor in Water- 
bury, Conn. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 70.— By Delegates J. M. 
Stephens and C. E. Langlands, o£ Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, On the 15th day of January, 
1003, in the city of Indianapolis, Ind., ait 
a meeting held in the aforesaid city, be- 
tween the General Executive Board of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America and the representatives of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Interna- 
tional Union, the following agreement was 
decided upon: 

"Pending the action of their next con- 
vention/the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America agree not to 
assert jurisdiction oVer any iron work, in- 
cluding iron and wire lathing, studding <»i- 
any other exclusively iron work claimed 
by Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union." 

"The Wood, Wire and Metal Lather. 
International Union agree that they \\\i. 
not assert jurisdiction over or allow tins, 
members to perform any wood work, inclu>i 
ing shingling, wooden arches, door or win- 
dow frames, wooden studding or furring or 
any carpenter or wood work except the 
wooden lath to receive plastic material." 

"In accordance with the instructions <>r 
the G. E. B. the undersigned herewith 
communicate this agreement to Loral 
Unions or District Councils where thne 
have been disputes between the membi is 
of both organizations." 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid Lathers' In- 
ternational Union has lived strictly in ac- 
cordance with the terms of this agreement 
as above written, believing it to be houest 
and fair, and trusting that the members 
of the U. B. of C. and J. of America would 
live in accordance with the terms of an 
agreement made by their representatives, 
and further trusting that said officers would 
take means to make their members obey 
an agreement fair and impartial to b-ith 
parties concerned; and 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America has 
allowed members of the aforesaid organiza- 
tion to violate said agreement with im 
punity in the city of Chicago by placing 
metal corner beads in violation of said 
agreement, in the city of Jollet, where 
members of said United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America have 
done wood lathing also in violation of said 
agreement: now therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, 
that we do disapprove of such action on 
the part of said United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters -and Joiners of America, and 
that we do further recommend to the offi- 
cers of said organization that they make 
tbeir members cease trespassing upon the 
granted rights of the Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers' International Union, which 
the American Federation of Labor pledge 
themselves to support and protect. 

Committee on Grievances. 
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Resolution No. 71.— By Delegates Penje, 
Furusefh and Frazier or International Sea- 
men's Union: 

WHEREAS, The arresting and returning 
to tlreir respective vessels such seamen as 
have deserted is contrary to human liberty, 
and degrading to seamen, whom it treats as 
chattels; be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention most 
emphatically protests against the treaties 
authorizing such .treatment of men and de- 
mand from the government their abroga- 
tion. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolutiq/i No. 72.— By Delegates Penje, 
Furuseth and Frazier of International Sea- 
men's Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Tfie employment of inex- 
perienced men as seamen has caused large 
loss of life and property at sea; therefore 
be It 

RESOLVED, That Congress be urged to 
pass an act to remedy this evil. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 73.— By Delegates Penje, 
Furuseth and grazier of International Sea- 
men's Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Seamen are still subject to 
involuntary servitude in the foreign trade 
in a foreign port; and 

WHEREAS, This is degrading the sea- 
men and driving good men out of the call- 
ing; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That Congress be urged to 
pass an act giving all seamen the full right 
to quit work in any safe harbor, anywhere. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 74.— By Delegates Penje, 
Furuseth and Fxazier of International Sea- 
men's Union: 

WHEREAS, The towing of a large num- 
ber of barges at sea causes such loss of 
life and property as give to such the ap- 
propriate name of coffins; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That Congress be urged to 
pass a law prohibiting the towing at sea of 
more than one vessel not capable of being 
managed under its own power. 

Committee on Resolutions. , 

Resolution No. 75.— By Delegate A. B. 
Hill of Tennessee Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The labor movement in a 
number of states has been and is now re- 
ceiving aid from the American Federation 
of Labor in organizing the crafts of these 
fiff*<|4'pQ* find 

WHEREAS, From the report of the Sec- 
retary of the American Federation of 
Labor it shows that only $222.80 is charged 
to Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, A portion of the amount 
was used to defray the expenses of the or- 
ganizer in endeavoring to get the Postofflce 
Clerks' National Association to affiliate 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
and very little, if any, was used for strict- 
ly organizing purposes; and 

WHEREAS, Tennessee is very much in 
need of an organizer; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council be instructed to place an or- 
ganizer in that field for at least six months. 

Committee on Organization. 



Resolution No. 76.— By Delegate James 
Sheehan of Milwaukee Federated Trades 
Council: 

WHEREAS, The labeling of union made 

{roods is one of the most effective weapons 
n the economic struggle; and 

WHEREAS, The present method of 
labeling union made goods does not give 
the satisfaction that it should owing ito the 
large number of labels, which would ne- 
cessitate for some articles to have several 
labels in order to be considered union 
goods; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor appoint a 
committee to devise ways and means for a 
universal label to be used on all union 
made goods. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 77.— By Delegate James 
Sheehan of Milwaukee Federated Trades 
Council: 

WHEREAS, The invention of a new ma- 
chine and a tool, or the discovery of some 
substitute article, frequently changes and 
transforms the labor of one craft or form 
of labor to another; and 

WHEREAS. Every national trades union 
looks out wltn jealous care for its own or- 
ganization, bitterly fighting every new 
comer in the field; and 

WHEREAS, This contention over trade 
jurisdiction between national and Interna- 
t'onal unions is becoming more acute every 
year, and will, if continued, very soon dis- 
rupt the organizations of the workers; and 

WHEltEAS, This continuous warfare 
among the trades unions «s the result of 
the labor organizations having failed to 
adapt themselves to the economic devolp- 
ment; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
ventton of the American Federation of La- 
bor appoint a committee whose duty It 
. shall be to study the situation and report* 
f to the next convention a plan by which the 
trades unions can be grouped together on 
industrial lines, thereby forcing the con- 
tending factions into agreements with each 
other and promoting the solidarity of 
labor. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 78.— By Delegates John B. 
Lennon, It. N. Qualey, George Sangster, 
of Journeymen Tailors' Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Local Unions of the Jour- 
neymen Tailors' Union of America have 
been locked out in a number of cities by 
the Merchant Tailors' Protective Associa- 
tion backed up by so much of the Manu- 
facturers' Association as can be Influenced 
by the president, Mr. D. M. Parry: 

WHEREAS, The Merchant Tailors in all 
these cases refuse to meet committees or 
treat with the Union In any way, but de- 
mand that each tailor come as an in- 
dividual and enter into agreements as to 
wages, etc. ; 

WHEREAS, The parties who are waging 
the war of attempted extermination against 
the Tailors openly assert that said Union 
shall be destroyed: no matter what the cost; 
therefore 

RESOLVED. By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor In Convention assembled that 
the appeal for help for the Tailors sent out 
by the Executive Council be and Is hereby 
most heartily Indorsed, and all Trade 



Digitized by 



Googk 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 



109 



Unionists are urged to help the Tailors In 
their contest for the right to organize and 
collectively bargain as to the terms of their 
employment; 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor hereby pledge its financial 
and moral support to the Tailors, and call 
upon every member of that craft to be 
loyal and true to their Trade Union, and 
demonstrate by their victory that no power 
can disrupt any of our International or 
National Trade Unions. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 79.— By Delegate Donovan 
of Providence, R. I., C. L. U.: 

RESOLVED. That in cities or localities 
where Central Labor organizations exist, 
said central bodies being affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, it shall be 
obligatory upon all locals in said city or 
locality, under the jurisdiction of the 
American Federation of Labor, to directly 
affiliate with said central labor bodies un- 
der penalty of withdrawal of the charters 
of said locals. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies. 

Resolution No. 80.— By Delegate Law- 
rence E. Murphy of Boston Water Workers' 
Union No, 6,356: 

WHEREAS, In the City of Boston there 
are many municipal departments employ- 
ing skilled and unskilled labor; and 

WHEREAS, Many trades having nation- 
al and international unions claiming juris- 
diction over said employees; and 

WHEREAS, The said conditions will pre- 
sent many perplexing questions to be 
settled; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the national president 
of the American Federation of Labor ap- 
point a national organizer to act as arbiter 
on all questions arising between any two 
or more unions interested; further be it 

RESOLVED, That the national organizer 
appointed be instructed to organize and 
affiliate all city employees in Massachusetts 
with the national body. 

Endorsed by J. J. Downing, Delegate 
from Sanitary Workers' Union No. 6,064. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 81.— By delegation of To- 
bacco Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers' In- 
ternational Union have for several years 
endeavored to organize Irtie Rucker & Wit- 
ten Tobacco Company of Martinsville, Va., 
without effect; and 

WHEREAS, The Rucker & Witten To- 
bacco Company have refused every over- 
ture made to them looking to the recogni- 
tion of the Tobacco Workers' International 
Union: and have resorted to unfair means 
to maintain their resistance of efforts made 
to organize their factory; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of I<abor in Convention assembled give 
their indorsement to the boycott on the 
Rucker & Witten Tobacco Co.; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That this resolution be in- 
corporated 4n the minutes of this conven- 
tion and that all delegates are requested 
to use their every effort upon their return 
to their respective localities to do all in 
their power to stop the sales and the use of 



the brands of tobacco made by the Rucker 
& Witten Tobacco Company. 

Committee on Boycotts. ^ 

Resolution No. 82. — By delegation of To- 
bacco Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers Inter- 
national Unions are making a special effort 
to organize those employed in the craft in 
the South; and 

WHEREAS, The means of the Tobacco 
Workers' International Union for the proper 
prosecution, of this work are inadequate; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council be instructed to render special 
assistance in the work of organization of 
the tobacco workers in the South. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 83.— By Delegate P. J. 
Lallv of Horseshoers' : 

WHEREAS, An attempt is being made 
by the employers' organizations to destroy 
the Journeymen Horseshoers' Union by 
bringing suits against it both in the State 
and Federal courts; 

WHEREAS, This attempt is simply one 
of a number having for its object the 
destruction of the trade movement, and 
since it is^our duty to stand together and 
repel every attempt thus made; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, that 
they authorize the Executive Council to 
appropriate the sum of two thousand ,(2000) 
dollars far the Horseshoers to help them in 
fighting these cases in the courts. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 84.— By Delegate P. J. 
Lally of Horseshoers': 

WHEREAS, The condition of the jour- 
neymen horseshoers, throughout the coun- 
try, and especially in New York City, is 
deplorable, and inasmuch as we are part 
and parcel of the A. F. of L., we ask your 
honorable body to came to the rescue of 
this valiant organization of trade unionists 
who have stood the test of the past ten 
months to better their condition; and 

WHEREAS, There are certain organiza- 
tions In New York City, and especially the 
brewery workers, that could render us that 
aid we would gladly give to them were they 
in our position and we in theirs; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor urge upon all affiliated na- 
tional and international unions to give to 
the Journeymen Horseshoers their moral 
and flnacial support. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 85. — By Delegate Michael 
Doran of 9938 Foundry Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, There being no less than 
twenty-two i22) local unions of foundry 
workers throughout this country, well able 
to maintain a national body of foundry 
workers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion. of Labor give permission, and all the 
support in its power to organize said body 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 86.— By Delegate John V. 
Tobln, Boston, Mass. : 
WHEREAS, Having signally failed In 
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recent years, because of tt)e intense oppo- 
sition by organized labor to such measures, 
to pass antl-scalping bills in any of the 
States of the Union or in the United States 
Congress, the great railroad trusts, repre- 
sented by the so-called passenger associa- 
tions, are now endeavoring to accomplish 
by injunction what they have failed to se- 
cure by direct legislation; and 

WHEREAS, Because of the proposed 
great World's Fair at St. Louis, and the 
necessity for cheap railroad fares to se- 
cure a large attendance, the railroad trust, 
taking advantage of the situation, declare 
that the usual reduced rates for such oc- 
casions will not be made unless ticket 
brokerage be destroyed by city ordinances 
and injunctions, thus permitting them to 
profit enormously by the forfeiture of 
return coupons in the hands of excursion- 
ists and others who may be unable to use 
them personally, and which they would 
make it criminal to sell; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in this its twenty-third an- 
nual convention assembled, that all rail- 
road transportation should be good to the 
bearer, and that it is an outrage to re- 

Siiire the signatures of purchasers upon 
ckets. We also protest against the nui- 
sance of joint agencies and other identifica- 
tion annoyances as an unnecessary impo- 
sition upon excursionists and travelers. 

RESOLVED, That the thanks of this 
convention be extended to the Central 
Trades and Labor Union and the Building 
Trades Council of St. Louis, Kansas City 
and other cities of Missouri, and to the 
labor unions of Texas for their recent suc- 
cesses in defeating antl-scalping bills in 
their State legislatures, and especially rec- 
ommend the St. Louis unions to continue 
the good fight in resisting these obnoxious 
laws, ordinances and injunctions during the 
period of the World's Fair In that city. 

RESOLVED, That the resolutions adopt- 
ed at each of the last six annual conven- 
tions of this Federation, denouncing anti- 
scalping, Federal and State antl-scalping 
laws, city ordinances and injunctions, be 
reaffirmed. 

RESOLVED, That we again request all 
State Federations, Central Trades and La- 
bor Councils and Labor Unions allied with 
the American Federation of Labor, to use 
every effort to defeat anti-scalplng bills 
and city ordinances inimical to ticket 
brokerage, and again instruct our Legisla- 
tive f ommittee at Washington to oppose all 
anti-scalping bills that have been, or may 
be. introduced in the United States Con- 
gress. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 87.— By Delegate M. Don- 
ovan of Pawrucket Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The woolen manufacturers 
have seen fit to establish a two-loom sys- 
tem on fancy weaving, to the detriment of 
the craft; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, toe Woolen 
WorKers' Textile Union, No. 318, of Cen- 
tral Falls, R. I., do hereby condemn such 
action on their part and will do all in our 
power to abolish It. 

RESOLVED, That a universal list of two 
mills per pick on all fancy weaving be es- 
tablished, and that eight hours constitute 
ft day's work; and be it further 



RESOLVED, That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be presented at the convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, to be 
held in Boston, commencing November 9, 
1903, for their endorsement. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 88.— By Delegate J. P. 
Broderick of San Antonio, Tex., Trades 
Council: 

WHEREAS, Many suits at law have 
been and are being instituted throughout 
the country by employers of labor against 
labor organizations or their officers or in- 
dividual members, in some cases entailing 
more or less trouble and expense to said 
organizations, officers or members; there- 
fore be it * 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
and is hereby directed to render such 
moral and financial support in all such 
cases, when and where possible. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 89.— By Delegate L. J. 
Niemchesky, Post Office Clerks' Union No. 
8703: 

WHEREAS, For several years the Chica- 

go Post Office Clerks' Union No. 8703 
ave sought by all legitimate means to se- 
cure £he enactment of legislation to better 
the condition of all post office clerks; and 

WHEREAS, This union will cause bills 
to be introduced at the next regular session 
of Congress to regulate hours and salaries 
of the post office clerks In post offices of 
the first class; therefore be ft 

RESOLVED, That this convention 
heartily indorse the demands of Post Office 
Clerks' Union No. 8703 for the regulation 
of salaries and hours of labor for members 
of their craft; and be It further 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council be, and hereby Is, instructed 
to extend all possible moral support to said 
union to accomplish its laudable purposes. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 90.— By Delegation of 
Suspender Makers' Union: 

On Thursday, Oct. 29th, at a regular 
meeting of the Suspender Makers' Union, 
Local No. 9,560, American Federation of 
Labor, the following resolution was pro- 
posed and unanimously adopted after a 
long and serious discussion with regard to 
the organization of a national body: 

WHEREAS, We, the Suspender Makers* 
Union of New York, considering the im- 
portance and necessity of a national or- 
ganization of the suspender trade, and 
knowing as a matter of fact that there are 
a great number of suspender locals scat- 
tered in the various states of the union 
who are ready, willing, and fit to manage 
and conduct the affairs of such organiza- 
tion, thereby improving the condition of 
those employed at the trade, and also im- 
proving and facilitating the control and 
care of the label: and 

WHEREAS, We are aware of the fact 
that the great majority of styles renders 
it utterly impossible to establish a uniform 
rate of wages, unless by the combined 
efforts brought about through a national 
organization; be it therefore 
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RESOLVED, To request and urge the 
delegates convened to act upon and author- 
ize the Executive Board of the American 
Federation of Labor to bring about the im- 
mediate organization of a national body of 
suspender makers. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 91.— By John Jackson, 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners: 

RESOLVED, That the General Executive 
Board be requested to obtain legislation 
in the several states providiDg for the bet- 
ter protection of mechanics' tools on ail 
public, corporation or private work. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 92.— By Delegate Fosdlck: 

RESOLVED, By the Trades and Labor 
Assembly of Denver, in regular meeting 
assembled, that Delegate Fosdlck be and 
Is hereby instructed to extend the greet- 
ings of this Assembly to the American 
Federation of Labor, with thanks for the 
support rendered by the Executive Coun- 
cil to tnis body in its efforts to maintain 
and advance the principles of trades- 
unionism as taught and practiced by the 
American Federation of Labor and the na- 
tional and international organizations af- 
filiated with it; 

RESOLVED, That he urge upon the dele- 
gates to the American Federation of 
Labor, in Convention assembled, the duty 
of affiliated national and international or- 
ganizations using every influence in their 
power to induce their locals, wherever sit- 
uated, to affiliate with central bodies chart- 
ered by the American Federation of Labor, 
and thus by example as well as precept 
encourage the spirit of unity, which should 
bind together the trades unionists of the 
world; 

RESOLVED, That this Assembly is un- 
alterably opposed to the so-called "open 
door" policy in the conduct of central 
bodies' as subversive of the basic principle 
of trades-unionism, holding that it is as 
logical to recognize the man who refuses 
to join his craft union as it Is to recognize 
the independent organization which refuses 
to owe allegiance to the recognized head 
of unions of the same craft; 

RESOLVED, That it Is the opinion of 
this Assembly that national and Interna- 
tional unions in the west will be greatly 
strengthened by frequent visits from or- 
ganizers of the various crafts who can 
awaken an interest which will materially 
aid the efforts of local organizers to bring 
the working people into the union fold; 

RESOLVED. That a «opy of these resolu- 
tions be furnished Delegate Fosdlck with 
his credentials, and that a further copy 
under seal of the Assembly be forwarded 
to Secretary Morrison of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 93.— By Delegate James 
Borden : 

RESOLVED. That Section 2 of Article 12 
of the Constitution be amended by striking 
out the word "instruct" and Inserting the 
word "compel." 

Committee on Laws. 



Resolution No. 94.— -By Delegates W. O. 
Powell, C. Harry Hoke and H. C. Buckley, 
of Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers' In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, The navy department is ad- 
vertising for Chinese and Japanese to take 
employment as laundry workers in that de 
partment; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that this course 
is detrimental to our own people, and 
should be discouraged; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee be instructed to inquire into the 
extent of such practices in governmental 
departments and that their findings be pub- 
lished in the "Federationist" ; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Committee use its 
influence with the Navy Department that 
these positions now being filled, be given 
to other enlistments than Chinese and 
Japanese. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 95.— By Delegates W. O. 
Powell, C. Harry Hoke and H. C. Buckley, 
Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, It must be self-evident to 
all that the small wages received by women 
wage workers in trades that are occupied 
by men and women alike has a tendency of 
keeping all wages down; and 

WHEREAS, Organized labor must see 
the need of protecting itself by organizing 
the unorganized women workers through* 
out the country and aiding them to advance 
and improve their conditions; therefore be 
it 

RESOLVED, That all American Federa- 
tion of Labor organizers be Instructed to 
make a special effort during the coming 
year to organize all women wage workers. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 96.— By Delegate W. H. 
White of Drillers and Tappers', No. 9800: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor have is- 
sued a charter to the above local and 
others in the last few years; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Boiler- 
makers through their delegate did protest 
against issuing the same, and this body in 
the twenty-second annual convention assem- 
bled, did direct that a conference be called 
to amicably adjust all differences and to 
equitably define our status as craftsmen; 
arid 

WHEREAS, Said conference was held in 
the office of the President of the American 
Federation of Labor, the Brotherhood of 
Boilermakers having no equitable proposi- 
tion to of»er; and 

WHEREAS, Said Executive Council in 
considering the subject matter brought be- 
fore them, saw no reason to reverse them- 
selves and did so notify all concerned, 
through the Secretary of the America n 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Boiler- 
makers have never recognized said decision 
of the Executive Council of this bod v. and 
have prevented our acceptance by the Ma- 
rine Trades Council. Port of New York, 
claiming we were not a legal body: and 
have had our men In good standing knocked 
off jobs, on representing our cards were 
not valid; and allowed men not members 
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of either body to work on same job, and 
further, have, since said conference and, 
we believe, still are, issuing so called 
Driller and Tapper cards to men with 
holder-on and helper ratings; therefore be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty third an- 
nual session In convention assembled, do, 
in no uncertain language take what action 
these un-union-like lapses call for. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 97.— By Delegate W. D. 
Henderson of St. Joseph, Mo., Central 
Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor is organized for the purpose of as- 
sisting the toiling masses in securing bet- 
ter conditions in their labor; and In order 
to accomplish the same, there must be a 
unity of action and a close co-operation 
with each local organization; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor has granted charters to central bod- 
ies in various cities throughout the United 
States and Canada, to aid in securing a 
closer affiliation of local unions, and as 
the city of St. Joseph, Mo., is very much 
divided in local organizations; therefore be 

RESOLVED, By this Convention, that all 
local organizations in the city of St. Joseph, 
Mo., whose national or international unions 
are affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, shall be compelled to affiliate 
themselves with the Central Labor Council, 
American Federation of Labor of said city, 
within three months from the adoption of 
this resolution, or their international or na- 
tional union be compelled to revoke their 
charter; be it further 

RESOLVED, That on failure of the na- 
tional or international organization to com- 
ply with this resolution, they shall be sus- 



£ ended from the American Federation of 
labor. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 98. — By Delegate James L. 
Barry of Actors' National Protective Union: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa 
tlon of Labor indorse the label of the 
Actors' National Protective Union at this 
Convention: also that all unions affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor at 
all times insist upon the employment of 
union actors where talent is to be employed 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 99. — By Delegate James 
L. Barry of Actors' National Protective 
Union: 

RESOLVED, That all affiliated organiza- 
tions of the American Federation of Labor 
shall recognize the card of the Actors' Na- 
tional Protective Union, and in case of 
trouble arising in theatres, music halls, 
parks or pavilions, they shall give their 
moral support to the above organization, 
namely, the Actors' National Protective 
Union. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 100. — By Delegate George 
W. Williams of Stereotypers and Electro- 
typera* International Union: 

RESOLVED, That request contained in 
petition presented by members of Boston 
trade unions, asking for use of Fanenll Hall 
for Saturday evening, Nov. 21, for an anti- 
trust meeting be granted, provided that 
hall shall not be required by convention on 
that evening. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

On motion, convention adjourned until 

Thursday morning at 9 o'clock* 
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Convention called to order by President 
Gompers at 9 o'clock. 

Absentees: Klapetzky, MeMahon (Jas.), 
Looney, Hank, Buchanan, Winslow (C. W.), 
Jennings, Fish O'Brien (J. R.), Reidy, 
>»elson, Towey, Cotter, Callahan, O'Con- 
nor (E. C), Elchelberger, Scaife, Fitz- 
gtbben, Winn (Peter), Kelley (J. S.) f 
Hunt, Scott (J. A.), O'Hare, Dix, Mahon 
Winslow (C. H.), Penje, Cornish, Hart! 
Lincoln, Powell (Geo.), McDonough, Engel, 
Curley (Jno. F.). Gurr, Casey (Louis), 
Ferguson, Murphy (P. J.;, Thomas, 
Kelley (J. W.), Fossberg, Woods, 
Hanagan, Curtis, Keene, Sarman, Duffy (O. 
H.), Coker. Allimon, Allabough, Wulf, 
Davis (F. H.), Nightingale, Lawler, Bow- 
en (P. F.), Ryall, Holloway, Clarke (E. 
R.), Myler, Cowell, Dolan, Connor, Doll, 
Harney, Lehner. Kuhn, Tyson, Hitch- 
cock, More (J. J.), Braver, Gosline, Pater- 
son, Burton, Gettle, Dinneen, Hodges, 
Reed (W. A.), Turnt, Gilpin, Butler, Faulk- 
erson, Cooper. Studd, Page, Tussinv, Mc- 
Laughlin, Morlin, Anderson, Tobln (P. F.), 
Fieldstack, Donnelly (J. B.). Roderick, 
Kelley (James), Dillon, Wingerter, Borden, 
Ludwig, Keenan, Sodekson, Hillard, Damo- 
zonio. Timilty, Cooper (Wm.)j Hill (L. A.), 
Deigle, Gately, Rosenfleld, Freeman, Ma- 
loney (R. S.). Smith IWm.), Downing (J. 
F.), Scott (Timothy). , Lederer, Francis, 
Hutchinson, Klein, Clark (W. H.), Tar- 
rents, Herr, Sadler. 

Reading of the minutes dispensed with. 

Discussion of the recommendation of the 
Committee on Credentials that Ernest 
Bohm, representing the Grain Workers' As- 
sociation, No. 11,407, be given a seat in the 
Convention, was resumed, and by an almost 
unanimous vote, there being but one vote in 
the negative, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The following telegram was read: 

Atlanta, Ga., Nov. 11, 1903. 
President Gompers, Faneuil Hall, Boston: 
Atlanta Federation, in regular session as- 
sembled, send fraternal greetings to Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor in Boston assem- 
bled, and invite the next session to the 
Gate City of the South. 

(Signed) G. D. ROYS, 

Chairman Committee. 



President Gompers informed the Conven- 
tion in a few well chosen words that a 
gavel, made from the wood of Faneuil Hall, 
had been presented to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor by the Mayor of the City 
of Boston. The gavel bore the following 
inscription: 

OAK TIMBER FROM FANEUIL HALL 

Presented to the 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 

by 

PATRICK A. COLLINS, MAYOR OF 

BOSTON 

Nov. 10. 1903. 

Delegate Ramsey moved that the roll, 
call ordered at the Wednesday morning ses- 
sion upon the motion to lay on the table 
the motion to reconsider the action where- 
by a part of the delegation from the 
Bakers' and Confectioners' International 
Union were refused seats in the Convention 
be made the order of business for 10 o'clock, 
Friday morning. 

President Gompers declared the motion 
out of order. 

Delegate Kreft raised the point of order 
that as the Convention had been voting on 
the question to lay the matter on the table, 
all debate was out of order. 

President Gompers declared the point 
well taken, and directed the secretary to 
call the roll. 

Secretary Morrison called the roll, with 
the following result: 

AYES-Murphy (P. F.), Slocum. Rorr. 
Cummins (P. H.), Flynn, Malloy, Loonev, 
Barrett (R. D.), Dougherty, McGovern. 
Jennings, Jackson, Henry (J. S.), O'Brien 
(J. R.), Morris (Max), Robinson, Devtne, 
Lobenburg, Sherman (H. W.). Nelson, 
Estlnghausen, Burns, Glass, Healv (Timo- 
thy), Shamp, Kirley (John). Kaufman. Alt- 
man, Chuck, Grossman. Agard, Cnnliffe, 
Morris (John J.), Cotter, Duncan, Lyons, 
O'Brien (W. J.). Lilien. Smyth (JohnW.), 
Larsen, Langlands, Stephens, O'Cocnell 
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(James), Creamer (James J.)t Warner, Ire- 
land, Hammerstrom, Drink water, Wilson 
(John T.), Boyle, Lowe, Lynch (B. J.), 
Downing (P. B.), Dutle, Wheeler (C. D.), 
Kurten, Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), Fahy, 
Dempsey (J. T.), Haskins, Ryan, Lewis, 
Wasley, Bradley, Murphy (M. F.) f Weber, 
Miller (Owen), Carey (D. A.), Wilson 
(James), Van Fossan, Hailes, Richmond, 
Quick, Tanquary, Ramsay, Penje, Frazler, 
Furuseth, Hart, Kelly (Philip), Williams 
(G. W.). Barry, Furman, Flood, Cote, 
Markey (F. A.), Carr, Morrison (Frank), 
Hunter, Mulcahy, Braunschweig, Hughes 

S\ L.), White (John P.), Fildew, Neary, 
cLaughlin, Casey (J. J.), Brldwell, 
Hirsch, Markey (H. A.), Simmons, Daly, 

glichael F.), Coleman, Morrison (A. W.), 
asselbeck, Scollin, Hitchcock, Jones 
g)avid), Reark, Kenney, Parker (Mrs.), 
raney, Sinclair, Nugent, Barrett (John), 
Cohen, Powell (Patrick J.), Feltus, Welsh, 
Edwards, Largay, Ryall, Berry, McKelvey, 
Harris, Myler, Henderson (W. D.), Feyder, 
Muldoon, Roche (E. J.), Lavln, Brayer, Bar- 
nett, Wynn (I. G.), White (Wm.), Borden, 
Swift, Hodges, Mallory, Schmatterlee, 
Kidd (W. CO, Graham, Bechtold, Doran, 
Glilooley, Walshe, McArdle, Brady, Cream- 
er (Francis), Fieldstack, Mills, Zimmerman, 
Clark (W. H.), representing 6,141 votes. 

NAYS-Devlin, Utting, Shaerer, Noschang, 
Deason, McNeill, Fox, Tobin (J. F.), Lovely, 
Martlndale, Carey (James F.), Kemper, 
Ward, Zepp, Gaestel, Butterworth, Duffy, 
(Frank), Duffy (P. F.), Wheeler (F. C.), 
Slayton, Bohner, Grimes, Fyfe, McPherson, 
Gengenback, Tveitmoe, Gompers, Tracy, 
Barnes. Wood, Mlkol, Cable, Hughes (A. 
C), Feeney (Frank), Taylor, Monaghan, 
Larkln, Curran, Moffltt, Phillips, Lally, 
Scott (M. P.), Gunter, Shaffer, Rutledge, 
Richards, Vollmer, Buckley, Hoke, Huber, 
Roach (John), Keefe, Barter, O'Connor (T. 
V.), Kelly (W. J.). Sherman (C. O.), Kness, 
Bahlhorn, Carrlck, Kneeland, Gllbertson, 
Hancock, Mackey, Fitzgerald, Winn 
(Peter), Dold, Murray, Rooney, McKnight, 
Mahon, Pratt, Dilworth, Edwards, Keyes, 
Cornish, Ross, Schwab. Lennon, Qualey, 
Sangster, Tansey, Hlbbert, O'Donnell 
Franke, Fischer, McAndrews, Gebeleln, 
Williams (D. U.), Beals, Jones (Jerome), 
Perkins, Mahoney (Patrick), McHugh, 
Leonard, Poplowsky, Sullivan, Hill (A. E.), 
Currie, Healey (B. F.), Cummings (W. P.), 
SpittM, Scully (D. J.), Schardt, Elmer, 
Cn mpbell, Collins (T. J.), Irvin, Moore 
(Thomas), Fuller, Fosdick, Clay, Reld 
(James J.), Trownsell, Donovan (Jeremiah), 
Mahoney (D. D.), Laplant, Gurley, Smith 
(J. T.), Finn, Maloney (R. S.), Brandon, 
Drake, Henry, Browning, Sheehan, Clancy, 
Gottlob, O'Keefe, Ballard, Tully, Whitney, 
Donovan (Michael), Kreft, Schwartz, 
Hatch, Thompson, Neal, Arvidson, Brod- 
erick, Macarthur, Burman, Dempsey (Dom- 
fnlck), Zaring, Vlncens, Dewar, Debarrey, 
Doll, Savadge, Dale, O'Connell (M. J.), 
Sabel, Scully (Rosa), More (J. J.), Hen- 
derson (W. F.), Cardiff, Collins (M. D.), 
Dervin, Marsh, Whiteman, Bankow, Gas- 
cnyne, Field, Buthe. Murrell, Feehan, 
Caldwell, Turner, Hapgood, Haskell, Bowl- 
er, Derrigan, Ludwig, Sodekson, Russel, 
Gately, Mullee, Faller, Bickler, Darcy, rep- 
resenting 5,556 votes. 

The motion to lay on the table was car- 
ried. 



President Gompers appointed as a Spe- 
cial Committee on Boycott, Delegates Fran- 
cis Tilden, R. W. Qualey, Maurice Mikol, 
George Burns, D. W. Finn, Robert A. Calla- 
han and Charles E. Langland. 

Delegate Miller, for the Auditing Com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 

Boston, Mass., Nov. 9, 1903. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Twen- 
ty-third Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. Greeting: 

The undersigned, appointed as a commit- 
tee to audit the financial affairs of the 
Federation, beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing report: 

It gives us pleasure to report that we 
found the financial affairs of the Federa- 
tion most admirably administered. The 
most approved modern methods of the 
simplest character have been adopted, 
which makes the scrutiny and verification 
of the accounts easy, accurate and rapid. 
We found the office attaches active. Intel 
II gent and courteous, and take this method 
of expressing to them the thanks of the 
committee for Intelligent assistance and 
uniform courtesy. 

The total Income of the Federation from 
all sources, from October 1st, 1902, to Sep- 
tember 30th, 1903, inclusive, was $232,- 
028.69, divided as follows: 

By balance October 1, 1902 $34,225.73 

By per capita tax 124,950.58 

By supplies 35,141.35 

By Federationist 27,718.43 

By assessment 49,663.40 

By bonds 529.00 

By appeals for assistance for 
International Union of Jour- 
neymen Horseshoers of United 
States and Canada, and Amal- 
gamated Association of Street 
Railway Employes of America. 9,780.75 



Total $282,028.69 

Total expenses $196,015.57 

Divided as follows: 

General $136,351.54 

Federationist 42,883.68 

Defense 6,690.00 

Appeal Fund 9,780.75 

Premium on Bonds 309.60 

Total $196,015.57 

Showing a balance on hand 

October 1st, 1903, of $86,013.12 

RECAPITULATION. 
Total income $282,028.69 

Total expense $196,015.57 

Balance on hand Oct. 1, 1903 86,013.12 



$282,028.69 



Respectfully submitted, 



OWEN MILLER, 
E. E. HANCOCK, 
D. G. RAMSEY. 
Auditing Committee. 
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The report of the committee was received 
and adopted. 

Delegate Miller, for the Committee on 
Credentials, recommended that Delegate 
Michael Burke, representing Tunnel Work- 
ers' Union, No. 8295, 1 vote, be seated. 

Concurred in. 

Delegate W. D. Ryan, for Committee on 
Resolutions, submitted the following, as a 
partial report: 

Resolution No. 2.— By James Wilson, Pat- 
tern Makers' League of North America: 

WHEREAS, Past experience has taught 
that such organizations as pay the highest 
dues weekly are the most successful; there- 
fore be it 

• RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled 
hereby recommends to all affiliated bodies 
that they pay at least 25 cents per week 
dues. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 
Concurred in. 

Resolution No. 3.— Presented by Henry 
Sabel of Central Trades Assembly, Wash- 
ington, Pa.: 

WHEREAS, It is a well known fact, that 
some of the Central bodies retain in their 
Council organizations which are a viola- 
tion to Article XII, Section 1, which reads 
as follows: "No Central Labor Union or 
any other Central body of delegates, shall 
admit to or retain in their council, any 
other body, national or international, hos- 
tile to any affiliated organization; or that 
has been suspended or expelled, or not con- 
nected with any national or international 
organization of their trade herein affiliated, 
under penalty of having their charter re- 
voked for violation of their charter, sub- 
ject to appeal to the next Convention." 
And, in order to avoid any further trouble; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor shall issue 
a circular letter to all Central bodies affili- 
ated, relative to the above. 

Committee on Resolutions reports unfa- 
vorably. 

Delegates Downey, Macarthur, Duncan 
and Cummins spoke upon the question. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 4.— Presented by Henry 
Sabel, Central Trades Assembly, Washing- 
ton, Pa.: 

WHEREAS, It is a decided fact, that in 
this age of so-called civilization, a man far 
advanced in years, often declined in health 
and not physically able to endure the toils 
of labor, and, often fails to find work 
which he is able to perform, in most every 
instance of the general workingman, leaves 
him poverty-stricken and an object of char- 
ity: and, 

WHEREAS, It is also well known that 
the widow and orphans of the deceased 



laborer, bereaved of the only source of 
income for their support, become dependent 
on charity; and, 

WHEREAS, It is a settled fact, that 
some of the leading foreign countries have 
adopted an old age, accident, widow and 
orphan pension, and are successfully oper- 
ating same; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled 
shall use its full offices to have Congress 
enact an old age pension law, which will 
be a benefit for the aged, and the physical- 
ly disabled, who have made every endeavor 
in their lives in the diligent industry 
strife, for the widow and orphans, and 
protect them in the same manner as the 
war veterans are pensioned. 

Committee on Resolutions report unfa- 
vorably. 

Concurred In. 

Resolution No. 15.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of Federal Labor Union 6,482: 

WHEREAS, The Miller controversy con- 
cerning the open shop question and the de- 
cision of President Theodore Roosevelt in 
regard to this matter has been used by 
the enemies of organized labor as a means 
of propaganda for the so-called open shop; 

WHEREAS, This open shop policy is but 
a subterfuge and a means to strengthen 
the non-union and scab shop position of 
the union-hating capitalist corporations; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-third an- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor holds the open shop to be- 
long to the same category of institutions as 
the non-union or scab shop, and that it 
cannot be recognized by organized labor.- 

RESOLVED, That this applies to the 
open shop under private management as 
well as to the open shop under govern- 
ment or public management. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
reference to Committee on Executive Coun- 
cil's report. 

Delegate Ramsey moved to non-concur 
in the committee's report and take up the 
matter in Committee of the Whole. 

Delegate Agard moved that it be r*. 
f erred back to the Committee on Distribu- 
tion. 

Delegate Duncan favored such reference. 

Delegate Ramsey withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate Hoehn opposed reference. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the resolu- 
tion be referred back to the Committee on 
Resolutions and that the Committee on Dis- 
tribution be instructed to refer all matters 
on the open shop, so-called, and the Mirer 
case to the same committee. 

Delegate Agard withdrew his motion. 

Agreed to. 
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Delegate Barnes said the question was 
one of the most important that would come 
before the Convention. 

Delegates Hayes, Wilson and Roche fa- 
vored reference. 

Delegate Macarthur thought the matter 
&huuld be referred to some committee that 
has not been involved in some discussion 
of it. 

Delegate Lewis called for the previous 
question. 

Delegate Lennon's motion to refer mat- 
ter back to the Committee on Resolutions 
was adopted. 

Resolution No. 16.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of Federal Labor Union 6,482: 

WHEREAS, The jurisdiction controver- 
sies between the national and international 
unions affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor are continually growing in 
number aud in seriousness, threatening the 
very existence of the united trades union 
movement; 

WHEREAS, These jurisdiction contro- 
versies are the natural results of the rapid 
changes and developments in the industrial 
conditions of the capitalist system; 

WHEREAS, A clear and correct under- 
standing of the fundamental causes of these 
serious troubles is absolutely required be- 
fore any of the important jurisdiction con- 
troversies can be satisfactorily acted upon; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That a special committee of 
five be immediately appointed, with in- 
structions to draft a statement setting 
forth the natural causes of the jurisdiction 
controversies in a clear and concise man- 
ner. 

KESOLVED, That this committee of five 
shall submit Its report within 24 hours 
after its appointment, and that no juris- 
diction question be taken up in this Con- 
vention until this special committee shall 
have submitted its report. 

Committee on Resolutions reports unfa- 
vorably*. 

Delegate. Hoehn opposed concurrence in 
the report of the committee. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 18.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of Federal Labor Union 6,482, St. 
Louis, Mo.: 

WHEREAS, The most tyrannical and 
despotic means are employed by the com- 
bined capitalist corporations in the West- 
ern States to crush organized labor and 
kill organized labor and kill the eight-hour 
movement in Colorado. 



W'HEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor recognizes the solidarity of labor in 
the great struggle for emancipation; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third an- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor hereby extends its hearty 
sympathy to our Western brothers and do- 
nates the sum of one thousand dollars 
($1000) to the Western Federation of Min- 
ers in order to help them in their heroic 
struggle and bring about an early victory 
for the great and noble cause of Labor. 

Committee on Resolutions reports unfa- 
forably. 

A motion was made that the report of 
the committee be concurred in. 

Delegate Macarthur favored the resolu- 
tion, and was opposed to concurrence in 
the committee's report. 

Delegate Kreft was opposed to dual or- 
ganizations. 

Delegate Kelly favored giving all the as- 
sistance possible. 

Delegate Morris favored moral and sym- 
pathetic assistance only. 

Delegates Ramsey and Furuseth were in 
favor of assisting the Western Federation 
in their trouble. 

Delegate Hoehn also spoke on the ques- 
tion. 

Further discussion on the matter was 
deferred until the afternoon session. 

Delegate Miller for the Committee on 
Credentials submitted the following: 

The Committee on Credentials recom- 
mend the seating of R. H. Coker to repre- 
sent the Central Labor Union of Knoxriile, 
Tenn.. instead of J. D. Butcner, whose cre- 
dentials were withdrawn, and Instead of 
W. L. Whitesides, the secret iry, whose 
name we used by error in a previous report. 

The Committee recommends the seating 
of James Hannahan to represent the Haid- 
ware Employes' Union of Chicago, No. 
10,532. 

Concurred in. 

President Gompers reported to the Con- 
vention that the management of Tremont 
Temple had returned the deposit placed in 
their hands for the use of the Temple. 

Convention adjourned to meet at 2 P. M. 
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The Convention was called to order by 
President Gowuers at 2 o'clock. 

Absentees: Kiapetzky, Deason, Slocnm, 
McGovern, Reidy, Burns, Healy (Timothy), 
Kirley (John), Towey, Scott (M. P.), Ire- 
land, Eichelberger, Downey, Wheeler (C. 
D.), Kurten (H. C.), Scaife, Fitzgibben, 
Carrick, Winn (Peter), Scott (John A.), 
Dix, Mahon, Winslow (C. H.), Cornish, 
Lincoln, Powell (Geo.), Curley (Jno. F.), 
Gurr, Ferguson, Markey (H. A.), Thomas 
(G. E.), Campbell, Fossberg, Cur- 
tis, Keene, Sarman, Duffy (O. H.), 
Brandon, Pena, Allimon, Allabough, 
Davis (F. H.), McKee, Lawler, Holloway, 
Clarke (E. R.), Cowell, Kuhn, Tyson, 
Hitchcock (Henry), Brayer, Gosline, Patcr- 
son, Burton, Gettle, Dinneen, Hodges, 
Reed (W. A.), Turnt, Gilpin, Butler, Faulk- 
erson, Cooper (J. A.), Studd, Page, Tussiny, 
Morlin, Anderson, Tobin (P. F.), 
King, Kelley (Jas.), Dillon, Wingerter, 
Bowler, Ludwig, Hillard, Da-mozonio, 
Cooper (Wm.), Hill (L. A.), Deigle, Rosen- 
field, Freeman, Smith (Wm.), Scott (Timo- 
thy), Lederer, Hutchinson, Klein, Clark 
(Wm. H.), Tarrents, Herr, Sadler, Mullen. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Discussion on Delegate Hoehn's motion 
to recommit Resolution 18 was resumed. 

Delegate Slayton was opposed to the mo- 
tion to recommit. 

Delegate Duncan favored the motion. 

The motion to recommit was adopted. 

Resolution No. 27.— By Delegate J. B. 
Dale of Vallejo Trades and Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, It is the duty of union men 
to support all institutions, public or pri- 
vate, that by their acts give to labor the 
maximum of pay for the minimum of hours; 
and 

WHEREAS, In the matter of the con- 
struction of our naval vessels, labor re- 
ceives better consideration from the gov- 
ernment than that given by private yards; 
and 

WHEREAS, It has been demonstrated 
that work Is and can be done better in 
navy yards than in private yards, as shown 
by the results both in workmanship and 
economy in the case of the transport 
"Grant," recently converted into a deep- 
sea dredger at the Mare Island Yard; be it 



RESOLVED, That we renew our demand, 
and that the government, in all its branch- 
es, enter into direct construction; and 

RESOLVED, That we especially demand 
that the capacity of government yards be 
used to the utmost for construction work; 
that that not alone may labor be benefited, 
but that the ships which go out to sea 
may be honestly and well built and free 
from such weakness as are the result of 
poor work, so placed that the profit there- 
from is the greater to the contractor; and 

RESOLVED, That we declare ourselves 
as favorable to ship construction in the 
navy yards belonging to the government, 
and we earnestly ask congress to so act, 
that In future naval vessels shall be built 
therein, thereby adding to the capital and 
dignity of labor. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 32.— By Delegate George 
C. Campbell of Tri-City Labor Congress of 
Clinton and Lyons, la., and Fulton, 111.: 

WREREAS, In cases of controversies 
with employers one of the most important 
weapons to be depended upon by organized 
laboi is the "labor press," which has al- 
ways faithfully fought the battles of the 
wage earners for right and justice, often 
at grear sacrifices to its material welfare, 
and at pecuniary loss, realizing *hU fact, 
and also that the "labor press" is not and 
has not been receiving the support of 
trades unionists as it should, in many 
cases having to suspend publication for 
want of proper support from those who 
receive the most support from it; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that we 
most earnestly call the attention of all af- 
filiated organizations to the great impor- 
tance of sustaining the efforts of the "labor 
press" for organization, education, justice 
and the union label, by having all mem- 
bers of local unions subscribe for the labor 
paper in their vicinity, and render assis- 
tance by patronizing those friendly mer- 
chants who use its columns to advertise 
their wares, and where possible to do so, 
to have the unions in the locality where a 
labor paper is published, subscribe for all 
its membership, so all may be kept in 
touch as to facts In cases of strikes and 
lockouts, and as to who is unfair to or- 
ganized labor; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention cor- 
dially thanks the "labor press" for the 
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noble work it has done, and is still doing, 
and also extends to the public press who 
have dealt fairly with the labor movement 
its appreciation of such fairness. 

Committee on Resolutions report favor- 
ably with slight correction. 

Report of committee concurred in as cor- 
rected. 

Resolution No. 97.— By Delegate W. D. 
Henderson of St Joseph, Mo., Central La- 
bor Council: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor is organized for the purpose of as- 
sisting the toiling masses in securing bet- 
ter conditions in their labor; and in order 
to accomplish the same, there must be a 
unity of action and a close co-operation 
with each local organization; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor has granted charters to central bod- 
ies in various cities throughout the United 
States and Canada, to aid in securing a 
closer affiliation of local unions, and as the 
city of St. Joseph, Mo., is very much di- 
vided in local organizations; therefore be 
it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention, that all 
local organizations in the city of St. Joseph, 
Mo., whose national or international unions 
are affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, shall be compelled to affili- 
ate themselves with the Central Labor 
Council, American Federation of Labor of 
said city, within three months from the 
adoption of this resolution, or their inter- 
national or national union be compelled to 
revoke their charter; be it further 

RESOLVED, That on failure of the na- 
tional or international organization to com- 
ply with this resolution, they shall be sus- 
E ended from the American Federation of 
abor. 

Committee on Resolutions reports unfa- 
vorably, but recommends that the Execu- 
tive Council use their best efforts to bring 
about the condition of affairs sought by 
those who Introduced the resolution. 

Delegate Henderson opposed the repoit 
of the committee. 

Delegate Duncan supported the report of 
the committee. 

Delegates Haramerstrom, Kreft and Mc- 
Govern favored the adoption of the original 
resolution. 

Delegate Gurley held that the adoption 
of the resolution would apply solely to St. 
Joseph, Mo. 

Delegate O'Connell held that the adoption 
of the resolution would be dangerous if 
strictly enforced. 

Delegate Hart favored the report of the 
committee. 

Delegate Fosdick held that if discipline 
was demanded from the international un- 
ions it would strengthen the unions in all 
parts of the country. 

Delegate Driscoll believed that it should 
be referred to the Executive Council. 



Delegate Mitchell favored the adoption 
of the committee's report. 

Delegates Attman, McNeil, Sherman, 
Qualey, Barnes and Clay also spoke upon 
the question. 

Delegate Warner moved the previous 
question, which was carried. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Delegate Monaghan was appointed on 
Committee on Organization as a substitute, 
in place of George V. Lighthall, who could 
not be present. 

Delegate George Sangster was appointed 
in place of Delegate Wilson on Committee 
on Executive Council's Report. 

Delegate Hirsch, for the Committee on 

Labels, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 29.— By Delegate George 
C. Campbell of Tri-Clty Labor Congress of 
Clinton and Lyons, la., and Fulton. 111.: 

WHEREAS. While the increased demand 
for union label goods is gratifying, yet 
taking into consideration the enormous 
growth in the membership of organized la- 
bor it is not what it should be, and believ- 
ing that the main cause for there not bein^r 
a greater demand, is from the want of 
proper education of trades unionists on the 
duty and obligation of every unionist to 
purchase only union made goods, and from 
not knowing that only by using their pur- 
chasing power as consumers can convict, 
child and sweat shop labor be wiped out; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
Convention that all union men and women 
owe it as a duty to themselves and their 
class, that at all times they be consistent 
and demand the union label, and all affili- 
ated national organizations that have not 
already done so are earnestly requested to 
incorporate in their ritual, and obligation, 
that their members must demand the union 
label; and organizers when installing newly 
organized unions are requested to thorough- 
ly explain to members before obligation 
their duties as to demanding the union 
label; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the attention of all 
Internationa] unions having labels is called 
to the advisability of making arrangements 
with the "labor press" of this country for 
systematically advertising through their 
columns and keeping before the eyes of 
their readers the emblems trades unionists 
and sympathizers are required to call for. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 35. — By Delegate Sullivan 
of Rhode Island State Branch: 

WHEREAS, The Retail Clerks' Interna 
tional Protective Association has been 
formed to Improve the condition of the 
wage workers; and 

WHEREAS, It is affiliated through the 
American Federation of Labor with the 
general trades movement; and 

WHEREAS. It is the plain duty of 
every member of a labor union to call for 
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the up-to-date Clerks' Union cards when 
making a purchase and compel the cleik 
to show his card before buying from him 
or his employer; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor endorse the 
card of the Retail Clerks' International and 
Protective Association and appeal to every 
member and sympathizer to demand the 
same. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Delegate from Racine urged the delegates, 
when they returned home, to renew to a 
greater extent agitation for the use of the 
label. 

Resolntion No. 30.— -By Delegate Geo. C. 
Campbell of Tri-City Labor Congress of 
Clinton and Lyons, la., and Fulton, 111.: 
WHEREAS, The greatest lever that can 



be used by trades unionists for the bet- 

~ pe . 
universal and persistent demand for the 



terment of the working people is by a 



union label of fellow co-workers; and 

WHEREAS, The Women's Union Label 
League wherever organized has been of 
great benefit, and assistance to the trade 
union movement, not only by its persistent 
demand for union made goods, but also for 
union clerks; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that we 
heartily endorse the Women's Union Label 
League, ind recommend to all affiliated or- 
ganizations that they reguest their mem- 
bers to endeavor to induce their wives 
and female relatives to join such leagues 
wherever in existence and where not or- 
ganized, assist in organizing the same; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That all organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor be request- 
ed to use their best efforts to organize 
Women's Union Label Leagues in their re- 
spective localities. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Delegate Harris spoke upon the questiou. 

Report of the committee concurred in. 

President Gompers appointed Delegate 
D. L. Dillworth on the Laws Committee as 
a substitute for Delegate Harzebecker, who 
could not be present. 

Resolution No. 101.— By Delegates John 
McNeil, Edward Fox and David A. Malloy 
of Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders: 

WHEREAS, We, the Brotherhood of Boil- 
ermakers and Iron Shipbuilders of America, 
respectfully requested that the Erie City 
Iron Works of Erie, Pa., be placed upon 
the unfair list of the American Federation 
of Labor for discriminating against the 
members cf our organization by discharg- 
ing them when found they were members 
of our organization. Upon investigation, 
authorized by the Executive Board of the 
American Federation of Labor, the above 
conditions were found to exist and reported 
by T. H. Flynn, organizer of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and said report is 
now in the hands of the Executive Council; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, Thnt the above request be 
complied with. 

Committee on Boycotts. 



Resolution No. 102.— By Delegate Emil 
Schaerer of Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers : 

WHEREAS, Delegates from Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers' Local 180 of Brock- 
ton, Mass., were suspended from all privi- 
leges by Central Labor Union of Brockton, 
Mass.; and 

WHEREAS, This action taken was en- 
tirely uncalled for, as has been proven 
from circumstances which have lately 
come to our notice; be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates from 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers' Local 
180 of Brockton, Mass., be seated in Central 
Labor Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Central Labor 
Union of Brockton, Mass., be notified of 
this action immediately. 

Committee on Local and Federated Bod- 
ies. 

Resolution No. 103.— By Delegate A. W. 
Morrison of Cambridge Central Labor 
Union : 

WHEREAS, The cities of Cambridge and 
Somerville are practically in a state of dis- 
organization; and 

WHEREAS, Such a state of affairs is 
detrimental to the interests of organized 
labor in this section of the country; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor make special efforts looking 
to the organization of the cities of Cam- 
bridge and Somerville; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor recommend to the various 
International Unions that they make spe- 
cial efforts to organize Local Unions of 
their crafts in the above cities. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 104.— By Delegate Mac- 
Pherson, of Carriage and Wagon Workers: 

WHEREAS, At the present time a ques- 
tion of jurisdiction exists between the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers on the one 
side and the Brotherhood of Painters and 
Decorators on the other, as to who shall 
govern the carriage painters; and 

WHEREAS, Such questions stir up strife 
where peace and amity should prevail and 
in no way tend to build up that solidarity 
of union labor which we believe it is the 
ambition of the American Federation of 
Labor to maintain: and 

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of the 
mover of this resolution and the members 
of the craft he represents that the onlv 
remedy for such conditions is trades au- 
tonomy, in other words, that no trade be 
allowed to encroach upon the vested rights 
of any organization to which has been 
granted a charter by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Carriagp and 
Wagon Workers' International body be 
granted full and entire jurisdiction over 
this most ancient craft, which comprises 
the following branches: 

Carriage and Wagon Body Builders and 
W oodworkers. 

Carriage and Wagon Painters. 

Carriage Trimmers. 

Carriage and Wagon Sign Writers. 

Wheel Builders. 

Spoke and Hub Makers. 
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Spring and Axle Makers. 

Coach and Carriage Lamp Makers. 

Bent Stuff Makers, such as shafts and 
felloes and all component parts of a car- 
riage and wagon in the rough. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 105.— By Delegate Mc- 
Pherson of Carriage and Wagon Workers: 

WHEREAS, The Carriage and Wagon 
Workers of America are making strenuous 
efforts to build up, solidify and enlarge 
the borders of the craft; and 

WHEREAS, We would call the attention 
of the American Federation of Labor to 
the fact that the bitterest enemy and most 
unscrupulous foe to organized labor, Mr. 
D. M. Parry, of Indianapolis, is one of the 
largest manufacturers of scab vehicles In 
the United States; and 

WHEREAS, The baleful Influence of D. 
M. Parry, the arch enemy of all organized 
labor, has been exerted to the limit of his 
power to disrupt, scatter and if possible, 
destroy the union carriage and wagon work- 
ers of America; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That credentials be granted 
by the American Federation of Labor to 
a carriage and wagon worker to organize 
especially this craft; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
Convention that a fellow craftsman having 
experience in the trade is better calculated 
to succeed in organizing the carriage and 
wagon workers than one of another craft, 
no matter how energetic he may be. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 106.— By Delegate God- 
frey Lehner of Yonkers Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Yonkers Labor World 
has been largely Instrumental in building 
up the organization of this city and vi- 
cinity and defending the principles of or- 
ganized labor against the attacks of such 
men as John C. Havemeyer and other cap- 
italists; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, In convention assembled, that we 
extend to the Labor World our hearty In- 
dorsement and recommend to all members 
of labor unions to give It their support, 
both financially and morally. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 107.— By Delegate Jere 
Cotter of UnitPd Gold Beaters' National 
Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The United Gold Beaters' 
National Union of America has for years 
endeavored to maintain its organization for 
the protection of its members; and 

WHEREAS, The products of the gold 
beaters, namely, gold leaf, being used by 
the members of many affiliated unions such 
as the Brotherhood of Painters and Dec- 
orators and Paper Hangers of America, also 
the International Brotherhood of Book 
Binders and perhaps many other; and 

WHEREAS, The United Gold Beaters' 
National Union has adopted a label which 
Is endorsed by the American Federation of 
Labor which Is placed upon all packages 
of gold leaf manufactured by union firms; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the affiliated unions 
herein mentioned be instructed by the 
American Federation of Labor through ft* 



president that the members of the respec- 
tive unions be urged to use only gold leaf 
which bears the union label wherever and 
whenever possible to do so. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 108.— By Delegate Geo. H. 
Turner of Protective Laborers No. 9,756: 

RESOLVED, We reaffirm our pledge of 
fidelity to the trades union principles which, 
regard all capital as the product of the 
past labor of all toilers of the human race 
and that wages can nev£r be regarded as 
the full equivalent for labor performed; 
and 

WHEREAS, Until the present wage sys- 
tem Is abolished the inauguration of these 
fundamental principles can never be real- 
ized; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty- third an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor declare in favor of the public 
ownership and democratic management of 
all the means of production and distribu- 
tion that the possession and enjoyment of 
the full product of all labor may be se- 
cured to all who toil. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 109.— By Delegate F. W. 
Burinan of Schnectady Trades Assembly: 

WHEREAS, The present method of label- 
ing union-made goods does not give the 
satisfaction It should owing to the largt* 
number of labels now In use, and it is a 
difficult task for the large majority of union 
men to recognize the genuine label; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention adopt 
a universal label instead of the numerous 
labels now in use to be used on all union- 
made goods. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 110.— By Delegate Julius 
Faller of Stone Masons No. 7,049: 

WHEREAS, At the Executive Council of 
the Federation of Labor at Toronto In 
April, 1903, the application for a charter 
for the Stone Masons' International Union 
of America was refused on the grounds 
that the Bricklayers and Masons' Union (a 
body not affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor) claimed jurisdiction over 
our craft, and because of the protest of 
the Bricklayers and Masons union the 
charter was refused, we therefore appeal 
to your honorable body and ask your con- 
sideration of our just claim to the rights 
and benefits which would result from the 
power and influence of an international or- 
ganization of our craft under the banner 
of the American Federation of Labor, and 
ask at the hands of this Convention that 
our claims be given the consideration grant- 
ed to all other organizations by instructing 
the Executive Council to comply with our 
request by granting a charter as in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Constitution 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 111. — By Delegate James 
L. Barry of Actors' National Protective 
Union : 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at this Convention will kind- 
ly request all organizations affilintnd 
with the same to kindly In*tni<*t 
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their organizers to assist the Actors' 
National Protective Union of Amer- 
ica in organizing all non-union actors 
throughout the country in vaudeville thea- 
tres, music halls, parks, etc. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 112. — By Delegate George 
H. Turner of Protective Laborers' Union 
9756, Kansas City, Mo.: 

WHEREAS, At a meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor, held at Washington, D. C, Sept. 
23 to 25, action of disapproval of the efforts 
to organize International Union of Protec- 
tive Laborers was expressed and the local 
union initiating the call for a convention 
for such purpose was requested to recall 
the circular letter containing the call 
which had met with unanimous approval 
from a number of local unions sufficient 
to form an international and as the decis- 
ion of the Executive Council is contrary to 
the provisions of See. 2, Art. 9, of the con- 
stitution of the American Federation of 
Labor, on behalf of the local unions, which 
have declared in favor of an international 
union, I appeal from their decision and 
ask for your careful consideration of our 
claims to the right and privilege grauted 
by the constitution to form ourselves into 
an international that we may join the 
brotherhood of internationals and march 
forth under the banner of the American 
Federation of Labor and perform our full 
share in the great battle for the rights of 
those who toil; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention direct 
the Executive Council to take immediate 
action which will result in the organization 
of an International Protective Laborers' 
Union and the granting of a charter for 
the same. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 113.— By Delegates Geo. 
Maekey and James F. Fitzgerald of Paper 
Makers: 

WHEREAS, The International Brother- 
hood of Paper Makers have been struggling 
for years to establish a uniform work day 
of eight hours in the respective paper 
mills; and 

WHEREAS, The said organization has 
been successful in establishing the eight- 
hour work day in many of the mills; and 

WHEREAS, The products of said mills 
bear the union label of the International 
Brotherhood of Paper Makers, said label 
having the endorsement of the American 
Federation of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the respective organ- 
izations whose members are employed in 
publishing concerns and who are obliged 
to handle the products of the paper makers 
be urged to give preference to the paper 
bearing the label of the Paper Makers 
wherever and whenever possible. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 114. — By Delegates Geo. 
Maekey and James F. Fitzgerald, Paper- 
makers: 

WHEREAS, The Joint Brotherhood of 
paper makers have been drawn into a con- , 
troversy by the Remington-Martin Paper 
Co. of Norfolk, N. Y., which resulted in 
many members being thrown out of em- 
ployment and an endeavor on the part of 
the said Remington-Martin Paper Co. to 



destroy the organization of paper makers; 
and 

WHEREAS, Repeated attempts have 
been made to bring about an honorable 
adjustment of said controversy by the 
officers of the International Brotherhood of 
Paper Makers as well as the Workingman's 
Federation of the State of New York after 
a careful and thorough investigation by the 
representative of the state body and the 
American Federation of Labor, and a re- 
port of said investigation has beeu sent 
to the president of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Workingman's Federa- 
tion of Labor of the State of New York 
has declared the Remington-Martin Paper 
Co. of Norfolk, N. Y., upon the unfair list; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor endorse the request of the 
International Brotherhood of Paper Makers 
by placing the Remington-Martin Paper Co. 
upon the unfair list of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and that the incoming offi- 
cers of the American Federatioin of Labor 
render all possible aid to the paper mak- 
ers' organization to conduct a vigorous 
campaign against the products of said com- 
pany: 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 115. — By Delegate Tito 
Pacelli of Excavators Protective Union No. 
10,630: 

WHEREAS, In view of the fact that 
there are many thousands of laborers 
throughout the state of New York, the City 
of New York, and the vicinity, who are 
of the Italian nationality and who have 
been trying to organize for the purpose of 
getting better conditions; and 

WHEREAS, Several locals of these 
Italian laborers have been formed and there 
are still thousands that can and ought to 
be organized; and 

WHEREAS, The last election held on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3rd, 1903, the people of the 
State of New York voted in favor of the 
one thousand ton barge canal, which means 
that the State of New York will expend 
over one hundred million dollars and this 
work will consume many years and will 
require thousands of these laborers known 
as rockmen and excavators; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor make special effort to aid the 
organizations already formed, and also en- 
deavor to organize those who are still un- 
organized. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 116. — By Delegate Driscoll 
of Boston Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, Steamfitting is a recognized 
trade separate and distinct from another 
trade; and 

WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 2. of the 
American Federation of Labor Constitution 
to wit, "The establishment of national and 
International trade unions based upon a 
strict recognition of the autonomy of each 
trade and the promotion and advancement 
of such bodies" guarantees self-government 
to each trade; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled in 
Boston, Mass., November, 1903, grants a 
charter to the National Association of 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers 
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of America in accordance with Article 2, 
{Section 2, of the American Federation of 
Labor Constitution. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 117. — By Delegate John 
Mulholland of the International Associa- 
tion of Allied Metal Mechanics, Boston, 
Mass., November 12, 1903: 

WHEREAS, In September, 1901, Just 
prior to the convention of the Brotherhood 
of Blacksmiths in Buffalo, N. Y., Mr. R. B. 
Kerr, general secretary -treasurer of the 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths, communicated 
to me that they were desirous of securing 
jurisdiction over the Drop Forgers and 
Hammermen who at that time came under 
the jurisdiction of the International Asso- 
ciation of Allied Metal Mechanics. He said 
at that time that the question of admitting 
the blacksmiths' helpers would be discussed 
at their coming convention, but that there 
was considerable opposition to admitting 
them to membership, and wanted to know 
if the Allied Metal Mechanics would be wil- 
ling to take in the blacksmiths' helpers if 
a satisfactory agreement, or arrangement 
could be made, whereby wc woula relin- 
quish jurisdiction over the drop forgers 
and hammermen, and turn them over to 
the Brotherhood of Blacksmiths; in the 
event of this being done by us they would 
make no claim to mechanics known as 
blacksmiths' helpers. I told him that if 
he would place this proposition In writing 
in the proper way, I would place it before 
our Executive Board, and later to a refer- 
endum vote of our entire organization. 

After the adjournment of the convention 
of the Brotherhood of Blacksmiths in Buf- 
falo, we were notified that the entire mat- 
ter of taking in the blacksmiths' helpers 
into their organization had been left en- 
tirely in the hands of the incoming Execu- 
tive Board, with full power to act. We 
immediately took the matter, up with the 
American Federation of Labor to ascer- 
tain that if this agreement was entered 
into between the Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Allied Metal Mechanics would 
it be satisfactory to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. We were notified by the 
American Federation of Labor that such 
an agreement would be satisfactory to the 
American Federation of Labor, and that 
they would assist In bringing it about, as 
the following telegram dated Washington, 
D. C, October 9, 1901, will show: 

"John Mulholland: 

"If agreement is made between your 
organization and Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths, I will aid in effort to have helpers 
join your association. 

"(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS." 

The proposition of the Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths whereby we were to relin- 
quish jurisdiction over the drop forgers 
and hammermen and turn same over to 
their organization, they In their turn would 
make no claim to jurisdiction over black- 
smiths' helpers and do all in their power 
to have them affiliate with the Allied 
Metal Mechanics was accepted by our Ex- 
ecutive Board and later ratified by a refer- 
endum vote of our entire organization and 
our part of the agreement was carried out. 
We were notified by the Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths that this agreement was satis- 
factory to them, and in proof of this we 



would refer yon to an article in the Novem- 
ber issue of their official journal under the 
title of "Fair Exchange is no Robbery," 
copies of which were distributed at the 
American Federation of Labor Convention 
at Scran ton. 

After the agreement had been in practi- 
cal working order for some time, the black- 
smiths requested that it be placed in writ- 
ing and requested that we submit the 
agreement for their signature. We com- 
plied with their request and submitted the 
original agreement. After some delay we 
received from them an amended agreement 
which we agreed to with the exception of 
the last clause, which read: 

"That this agreement shall become oper- 
ative from the first day of January, 1902, 
and can only be abrogated upon 60 days" 
notice upon either side?" 

This clause we did not consider as fair 
to our organization, to the blacksmiths, or 
to the helpers, because of the fact that it 
would be impossible to organize men who 
would know only for 60 days under whose 
jurisdiction they would be. We submitted 
a substitute to the last clause, which read: 

"That should the interest of the two in- 
ternational organizations require a read- 
justment of jurisdiction at any time the 
International Executive Boards of the two 
organizations shall meet for that purpose." 

Notwithstanding that our substitute was 
as fair as could possibly be submitted, Mr. 
Siocum abruptly broke off all negotiations 
and gave as his reason that we had re- 
fused to sign his agreement (which was not 
true). 

We desire to say that it Is our opinion 
that the president of the Blacksmiths. Mr. 
Siocum, was desirous of breaking the exist- 
ing agreement between our organizations 
as almost immediately he issued a circular 
letter to his local organizations requesting 
that they take a referendum vote on the 
proposition of admitting into membership 
in the Brotherhood of Blacksmiths mechan- 
ics known as blacksmiths' helpers, and this 
was done without consulting with, or ob 
taining the consent of, the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, or the consent of the 
International Association of Allied Metal 
Mechanics. 

We claim that this action on the part c_ 
the blacksmiths was unjustifiable inasmuch 
as no organization has a right to take a 
referendum vote on whether or not they 
will absorb another organization, or any 
part thereof. We are safe in saying that 
this action on the part of the blacksmiths 
is unheard of in the labor movement, and if 
allowed to stand will establish a dangerous 

{)recedent. It will not only cause conflicts 
>etween international organizations, but 
will prevent the American Federation of 
Labor from carrying out the objects for 
which it was formed. Realizing the seri- 
ousness of this question, we immediately- 
appealed to the American Federation of La- 
bor for protection. The matter was dealt 
with in the report of the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor to 
the New Orleans convention. Representa- 
tives of the two organizations met in that 
city, the blacksmiths contending that no 
agreement existed because we had failed to 
sign their agreement. The representative 
of the Allied Metal Mechanics contended 
that an agreement was made and we were 
working in accordance therewith prior to 
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the question ever being raised as to the 
advisability of a signed agreement. Owing 
to the fact that the question was raised 
whether or not an agreement had been 
entered into between our organizations, 
it was decided to meet at some 
central point within 60 days after 
the adjournment of the conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor, 
at which meeting a representative of the 
American Federation of Labor was to be 
present (preferably President Gompers) to 
decide whether or not such an agreement 
existed. President Gompers was unable to 
serve owing to the pending death of his 
son and suggested the names of two other 
men, either one of which was acceDtable 
to us. President O'Connell, of the Inter- 
national Association of Machinists was 
finally decided upon. The presidents of 
the Allied Metal Mechanics and the Black- 
smiths went before Mr. O'Connell and pre- 
sented their respective cases, we on our 
side producing documentary evidence to 
show that an agreement did exist. Mr. 
O'Connell in rendering his decision states 
that there was unquestionably an under- 
standing between the two organizations, 
but that no agreement was signed. 

Mr. O'Connell was not to decide a ques- 
tion of jurisdiction, as he did not alludr 
once in his decision to the drop forgers and 
hammermen, which we relinquished juris- 
diction over in conformity with the agree- 
ment. If Mr. O'Connell's decision is to 
stand we are to lose jurisdiction over the 
drop forgers and hammermen, which we 
always had, and also the blacksmiths' 
helpers. 

If this is arbitration, then we have this 
to say, that this kind of arbitration is ob- 
jectionable to our organization. 

We claim that Mr. O'Connell was to de- 
cide the question as to whether or not an 
agreement was entered into between the 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and the Allied 
Metal Mechanics and not to decide a ques- 
tion of jurisdiction; and inasmuch as Mr. 
O'Connell's decision takes from our or- 
ganization jurisdiction that we had pre- 
vious to the agreement, with all due re- 
spect to Mr. O'Connell, we must ask that 
his decision be set aside. 

There cannot be the slightest doubt but 
that an agreement was entered into be- 
tween the Blacksmiths and Allied Metal 
Mechanics relative to the blacksmiths' 
helpers, drop forgers and hammermen, and 
all we ask is that this Convention in- 
struct the Brotherhood of Blacksmiths to 
live up to their part of the agreement; but 
if they do not care to do this, as a matter 
of right and fairness to us, the drop forg- 
ers and hammermen must be returned to 
our organization; then we will be where we 
began. Then when the blacksmiths turn 
over to us the drop forgers and hammer- 
men, we will agree to turn over to the 
American Federation of Labor all black- 
smiths' helpers now in our organization. 

The proper solution in our opinion to the 
question, then, would be for the black- 
smiths' helpers to take a referendum vote 
on the following questions: 

First: Whether or not they desire to 
remain with and affiliate direct with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Second: Whether or not they desire to 



re-afflliate with the Allied Metal Mechan- 
ics. 

Third: Whether or not they want to af- 
filiate with the Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths. 

Fourth: Whether or not they want to 
establish a national or international or- 
ganization of their own, composed of black- 
smith helpers. 

We claim that this is the only fair solu- 
tion to this question. Any other method 
of procedure would be "Taxation without 
Representation." 

We believe that the helper should have 
a say in his own destiny, and if this ques- 
tion is settled along the lines above sug- 
gested when a settlement is reached, it will 
be lasting, binding and effectual. 

It must be borne in mind that the Broth- 
erhood of Blacksmiths acted contrary to 
trade union law when they took a referen- 
dum vote of their organization on whether 
or not they would admit into membership 
the helpers, as they were at the time the 
vote was taken, according to agreement 
members of another organization affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor. 

The action of the Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor on this case is 
as follows: 

"Moved, that in the dispute between the 
Allied Metal Mechanics and the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Blacksmiths that it 
is the sense of the Executive Council that 
it is not within its province to review a 
decision rendered by an arbitrator when 
the arbitration has been agreed upon by 
both parties thereto; but. that the Execu- 
tive Council has the right, when they be- 
lieve that the evidence submitted to them 
warrants the conclusion that an injustice 
may have been done either party to rec- 
ommend to the next convention of the 
American Federation of Labor that the 
case be reopened, and that in this case we 
do so recommend." 

Therefore, be it RESOLVED, By the 
American Federation of Labor in conven- 
tion assembled, that the International 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths be and is here- 
by instructed to act in accordance with the 
agreement made with the International As- 
sociation of Metal Mechanics relative to. the 
mechanics above-mentioned without further 
delay. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 118.— By I. T. U. Dele- 
gates of New York: 

WHEREAS, The Typefounders' Trades 
District Union of the International Typo- 
graphical Union met the employing type- 
founders of the United States in New 
York City on May 21, 1903, for the pur- 
pose of discussing contemplated changes in 
the scale of wages and hours of labor, 
and the employers at this conference in- 
sisted that the delegates from the Tvpe- 
founders' Unions withdraw the union shop 
clause before they would consider any 
other question; and, 

WHEREAS, The delegates from the 
Typefounders' Unions, in a desire for 
harmonious relations, then withdrew the 
union shop clause and presented in lieu 
thereof a proposition that the percentage 
of non-union men then employed be not in- 
creased, which was also refused; and, 
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WHEREAS, The employers then pre- 
sented the typefounders delegates with 
copies of individual contract that contained 
a paragraph, reading as follows: 

"The employe agrees not to join in or 
encourage any strike, nor absent himself 
during a strike, should his presence be re- 
quired by the employer," 
and from May 25th up to the present time 
they have made efforts to induce our mem* 
bers to sign said individual contracts, 
some of them even informing their em- 
ployes that unless they signed said in- 
dividual contract they would be discharged 
and would be prevented from Uncling em- 
ployment elsewhere, unless they first signed 
such contracts; and, 

WHEREAS, It was thereby made plain 
to the members of the Typefounders' Unions 
of the International Typographical Union 
that unless some steps were taken to pre- 
vent any further Intimidation or coercion 
on the part of the employers, our organ- 
ization would eventually be disrupted; 
and, 

WHEREAS, The Typefounders' Unions 
again presented the employing typefound- 
ers in several cities with a new scale of 
wages, hours snd conditions, with the re- 
quest that tame be put into effect on Mon- 
day, Sept. 28, 1903, and the refusal of the 
employers to concede us our rights on that 
date resulted in a walkout in those type- 
foundries where scales had been presented, 
and within two weeks after the men and 
women in some of the typefoundries had 
gone on strike the employers locked out 
our members in nearly all the foundries In 
the United States'; and, 

WHEREAS, Such an antagonistic atti- 
tude as was displayed by the employers 
portends the destruction of our organlza* 
tion unless determined resistance is offered; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Ninety-three per cent, of the 
skilled workmen in the typefounding trades 
are members of our union, it has been an 
easy matter for us to make the strike ef- 
fective; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled en- 
dorses the strike of the Typefounders' 
Trades District Union of the International 
Typographical Union, and commends the 
action of those men and women who are 
not members of the union in joining In the 
strike when the lockout occurred; and, be 
It further 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assures the striking type- 
founders of its moral support, even to the 
extent, should it become necessary, of giv- 
ing the matter the widest publicity. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 119. — By Delegate Jno. 
B. McDonough of the International Asso- 
ciation of Tube Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Tube Workers desires to publicly 
extend their thanks and appreciation to the 
officers of the American Federation of 
Labor and its organizers for the assistance 
heretofore given them; and 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Tube Workers fully appreciates the 
fact that much good will accrue to the 
trade-nnion movement by a thorough or- 
ganization of their craft and that con- 



siderable opposition is being met with; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Incoming officers 
of the American Federation of Labor be re- 
quested to give the International Associa- 
tional of Tube Workers an organizer of 
their craft for a period of six months as 
soon as they deem it expedient. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 12a. — By Delegate F. H. 
Hatch of Portland Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, Maine has never received 
any assistance from the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
in the organizing line; and 

WHEREAS, Maine with its thousands of 
unorganized workmen is a menace to not 
only the trades unions of Maine but to the 
neighboring states of Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled do 
hereby instruct the president to place an 
organizer In the said state for one year. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 121. — By Delegate Julius 
Faller of Stone Masons No. 7,049: 

We, Stone Masons' Protective No. 7,049. 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor, do hereby enter protest to your 
honorable body against the B. & M. I. U. 
of America, and Bricklayers Union No. 4 
of Kansas City, Mo., for the following 
reasons: 

First. For organizing a dual organiza- 
tion of Stone Masons in the city of Kan- 
sas City, the charter members of said or- 
ganization composed chiefly of men, who 
had been fined by Local No. 7,049. 

Second. Stone Masons Protective No. 
7,049 claim jurisdiction over all stone 
masonry In Kansas City and vicinity, natu- 
rally we look upon this organization as a 
dual organization organized for the pur- 
pose of disrupting Local No. 7.049. 

Third. This dual organization fostered 
by the B. and M. I. U. and Bricklayers' 
union No. 4 of Kansas City has never yet 
failed to take our places in time of trouble. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 122. — By Delegate John 
Russell of Picture Frame Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, Picture Frame Workers' 
Union, Local No. 10,361, respectfully pe- 
tition this convention to assist it in the 
organization of the men engaged In their 
craft throughout the country. They have 
in Chicago an organization composed of 800 
members in good standing. They have 
been able through that organization to bet- 
ter their conditions in every respect, but 
it is absolutely necessary that they have 
assistance from this body in the way of 
organizing the men of other cities if our 
wages are to be maintained or further ad- 
vanced and their organization kept intact; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-third conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
that the incoming Executive Board be and 
hereby is instructed to appoint an organ- 
izer from the ranks of the Picture Frame 
Workers* Union whose duty it shall be to 
organize the men of that craft throughout 
the country, and that the expense for such 
organizing work shall be borne by the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Organization. 
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Resolution No. 123.— By Delegate D. D. 
Driscoll of Boston Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The Woodworkers' Local 
Union of Boston, Mass., has placed the 
Derby Desk on the unfair list and en- 
dorsed by Central Labor Union of Bos- 
ton and State Branch of the American 
Federation of Labor of Massachusetts; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor place the Derby Desk on the 
uuf air-or-we-don' t-patronize list. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 124.— By Delegate Anton 
J. Engel of Upholsterers' International 
Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, A combination known as 
the Department Stores and Dry Goods' As- 
sociation of the City of New York has been 
organized for the main purpose to an- 
tagonize and resist organized labor in its 
effort to organize fhe overworked and 
underpaid men, women and children in 
their employ; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers' Interna- 
tional Union through its representatives 
and officers have made repeated efforts to 
organize the upholsterers, carpet workers 
and drapers in the employ of the members 
of the department stores and dry goods 
association, but were met with opposition 
on the part of said association, who not 
alone refuse to allow organized labor to 
gain a foothold in their establishments, but 
also refuse to employ members of the Up- 
holsterers' International Union at the regu- 
lar hours and wages of the union; and 

WHEREAS, There are 112 firms in the 
City of New York employing over 900 mem- 
bers of the Upholsterers' International 
Union under agreement with the union at 
union wages and conditions, which are far 
above those being paid and enjoyed by 
our craftsmen employed by the depart- 
ment stores and dry goods association, thus 
creating unfair competition detrimental to 
the interests of the members of the Up- 
holsterers' International Union; and 

WHEREAS, The firms of R. H. Macy, 
Siegel Cooper & Co. and H. C. F. Koch & 
Co. have and are taking a prominent stand 
against the unionizing of the departments 
employing upholsterers, carpet workers and 
drapers, as well as in every other depart- 
ment of their establishment; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled de- 
clare the above-named firms unfair to or- 
ganized labor, and that they be placed on 
the we-don't-patronize list. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 125. — By Delegates of 
Amalgamated Woodworkers: 

WHEREAS, Under instructions of the 
twenty-second Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, held at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, the question of jurisdiction over 
men employed in the preparation of build- 
ing trim and material was referred to a 
Joint committee consisting of five represen- 
tatives of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners and five representatives 
of the Amalgamated Woodworkers, with P. 
J. Downey of Albany, N. Y., who was 
elected by the representatives of the above 
named organizations as umpire; and 



WHEREAS, The representative of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and tue 
Amalgamated Woodworkers voluntarily 
agreed to submit the entire question of 
jurisdiction to said arbitration tribunal; 
and 

WHEREAS, Mr. P. J. Downey, the um 
pire, rendered an award practically con- 
ceding to the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters jurisdiction over all outside work, 
and to the Amalgamated Woodworkers 
jurisdiction over all factory work; and 

WHEREAS. The Decision of the umpire 
has been studiously and persistently ignored 
by the United Brotherhood of Carpenters, 
which has been pirating local unions away 
from the Amalgamated Woodworkers and 
undermining the latter organization wher- 
ever the opportunity permitted, and in at 
least one instance chartering a union whose 
charter was revoked on account of a flag- 
rant violation of an agreement with an as- 
sociation of employers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-third Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners are hereby instructed 
that, it must abide by the decision of the 
arbitration tribunal, which was organized 
under instructions of the New Orleans Con- 
vention, and that failing to do so or fahurc 
to enforce this decision before February 
1st, 1904, that the Executive Council shall 
revoke the charter of the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 126.-— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, As the Central Federated 
Union of New York City have seated in 
said body a suspended local of the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers and Brass Work- 
ers' International Union of North America; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor notify said 
Central Federated Union to expel this local 
within a period of thirty days; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That If said Central Feder- 
ated Union does not comply with this re- 
quest, the American Federation of Labor 
revoke the charter of the said body imme- 
diately. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies. 

Resolution No. 127. — By Delegate Joseph 
W. Kelley of Brockton Central Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Through the controversy be- 
tween the Brockton Central Labor Union 
and the Bakers' Union, on the question of 
union label and non-union label yeast; and 

WHEREAS, The Brockton Central Labor 
Union has unseated the delegates of the 
Bakers' Union for discriminating against 
the label of the American Federation of 
Labor; 

RESOLVED, That the delegates In Con- 
vention assembled do instruct the General 
Executive Council to take action to protect 
any further discrimination against the label 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Labels. 
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Resolution No. 128.— By Delegate Thos. 
J. Edwards of Amalgamated Rubber Work- 
ers: 

WHEREAS, There are at the present 
time In the United States and Canada about 
75.000 unorganized rubber workers; and 

WHEREAS, The financial resources of 
the Amalgamated Rubber Workers' Union 
are not .sufficient to carry on the work of 
organizing those unorganized workers as it 
would like to .and which should be done 
as soon as possible; 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor especially instruct all of its 
organizers to use special efforts to assist 
in organizing the rubber workers wherever 
they may come in contact with them; and 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor appropriate a sum of money 
and donate the same to the Amalgamated 
Rubber Workers' Union of America, in or- 
der to assist them to carry on this work 
successfully. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 129.— By Delegate Frank 
Foplowsky of Ohio State Federation: 

RESOLVED, That inasmuch as wages 
have been increased almost universally in 
all branches of labor and organization has 
reached a greater degree of perfection dur- 
iug the past year, and as these conditions 
haTe been brought about in a great meas- 
ure by the efficient and energetic work of 
the general officers of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the salaries of the 
general organizers of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor be increased to $5 per 
diem and all necessary and legal expenses 
such as railroad fares, hotel bills, etc. 

Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 130.— By Delegate E. J. 
Roche of Central Labor Union. Washing- 
ton, D. C: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention con- 
demn the manufacture of United States 
mail bags by convict labor in Trenton 
prison, as it is against the interests of free 
American labor. 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolu- 
tion be forwarded to the postmaster-general 
of the United States. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 131.— By Delegate E. J. 
Roche of Central Labor Union, Washing- 
ton, D. C: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be and is hereby ordered to assist the 
commissioner- general of immigration of the 
United States in the passage by congress 
of an education clause in the immigration 
law. 

Committee on Education. 

Resolution No. 132.— By Delegate Earnox 
Kreft of Central Labor Union, Philadel- 
phia: 

WHEREAS, There is a growing tendency 
to use the political power of states and na- 
tion, embraced in their executive and judi- 
ciary arms, for the suppression of labor's 
struggle to attain its legitimate demands; 
and 

WHEREAS, Recent court decisions hold- 



ing individual members of unincorporated 
labor unions liable iu damages for losses 
caused employers by strikes and boycotts 
certainly have a tendency to render inef- 
fective these weapons of economic warfare; 
and 

WHEREAS, Recent outrages perpetrated 
by militia officers in Colorado against strik- 
ing workingmeu, and encouraged by the 
governor of that state, prove that even 
constitutional enactments will not prevent 
the executive power of the state from being 
arrayed against labor when capitalistic 
interests are at stake; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we advise the mem- 
bership of the American Federation of La- 
bor to support at the ballot box only such 
candidates for public office who really and 
truly represent the interests of the wage- 
earners and who stand upon a platform 
demanding for the worker the full product 
of his toil. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 133.— By Delegate Emil 
Schaerer: 

WHEREAS, The Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers' International Union of 
America has, at their last convention held 
in April, 1903, adopted a label for candy 
makers as herein shown; and 

WHEREAS, Said label has as yet not 
been endorsed by the American Federation 
of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor endorses the adopted candy label of 
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers' In- 
ternational Union of America; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor be In- 
structed to assist in organizing this poorly 
organized craft, and also agitete the use 
of this said union label. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 134.— By Delegate Emil 
Schaerer: 

WHEREAS, The boycott against the Mc- 
Kinley Bread Company of St. Louis, Mo., 
has been endorsed first at the Louisville 
convention, again at the Scranton conven- 
tion and New Orleans convention of the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The McKinley Baking Com- 
pany has not as yet seen fit to come to a 
settlement satisfactory to the members of 
our international union; the'refore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third con- 
vention again endorses the boycott and In- 
structs the incoming president to send a 
circular letter to all affiliated unions in the 
states of Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee and 
Kentucky, requesting that the product of 
this unfair concern be not patronized. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 135. — By Delegate Emil 
Schaerer: 

WHEREAS, The boycott placed against 
the product manufactured by the Cracker 
Trust, also known as the National Biscuit 
Co., its head office being in Chicago, 111., 
and having branches in a number of cities 
throughout the country; and 

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this con- 
cern to hire, wherever and whenever pos- 
sible, non-union and child labor, trying to 
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disrupt our organization by discriminating 
against the members thereof; therefore 
be it 

UNSOLVED, That the twenty-third con- 
vent on reindorses the boycott on this con- 
cern and through the incoming president 
requests all its affiliated organizations to 
instruct their members not to buy any 
goods nor patronize any place in which the 
product bearing the stamp of The Na- 
tional Biscuit Company is in any way, shape 
or manner handled; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this notification shall 
be sent to all labor organizations not later 
than Dec. 15th, 1903. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 136.— By Delegate Emll 
Schaerer: 

WHEREAS, It Is demanded by the pres- 
ent situation and the experience of the 
Fast, and furthermore caused by the fights 
orced upon us by the various Boss Baker 
Associations, especially by The National 
Biscuit Company (known as the Cracker 
Trust) and the New York Bakers' Pool; and 

WHEREAS, The fact Is demonstrated 
again by the local Union No. 274, Pie Bak- 
ers of San Francisco, Cal., and the Pie 
Salesmen Local No. 106, also of San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., further by the Pie Bakers' local 
Union No. 112 and the Pie Salesmen's 
Union No. 113 of New York Cicy, that by 
a thorough organization of both branches 
under the jurisdiction of the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers' International Union 
of America benefits can be achieved that 
we will otherwise have to forego; and 

WHEREAS. The common interests be- 
tween the salesmen of bakery goods and 
the bakery workers affiliated with our in- 
ternational union is a decided one, and the 
salesmen much more related to our organi- 
zation than to any other international or 
national organization affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, We are confident that we 
will be fully able to cope with the con- 
ditions that may arise by having the sales- 
men of bakery goods under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers' International Union; and 

WHEREAS, Thethreatening danger of the 
United Employers is not at all a dissolving 
view but a realty of which we become more 
convinced day bv dav; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, ac- 
cording to Act 4, Section 1. of the Consti- 
tution of the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers' International Union of America 
that a charter be granted to this organi- 
zat'on concerning jurisdiction over the 
salesmen of bakery goods. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 137.— By Delegate Emil 
Schaerer of Bakers' and Confectioners' In- 
ternational Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The reports of the President 
and Executive Council Indicate that the 
labor bills presented to Congress have been 
met with the contempt of the political par- 
ties in power, for the reason that such par- 
ties are based upon the principle of private 
ownership of the land, which of right be- 
longs to all the people, and the capital 
which was produced by the working class 
of this and past generations; therefore be 
it 



RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that we declare in favor of 
collective ownership of land and capital 
and the operation of the same for the bene- 
fit of the whole people instead of a privi- 
leged few. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 138.— By Delegate Owen 
Miller of American Federation of Musi- 
cians: 

WHEREAS, It Is a fact that owing to 
the phenomenal growth of the American 
Federation of Labor the present office 
quarters are inadequate; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor should own an office building In the 
Capitol of the nation commensurate with 
the great body it represents; therefore be 
it 

- RESOLVED, That the incoming Exec- 
utive Council be instructed to investigate 
as to the cost of a suitable building, or 
of a lot with cost of building thereon, and 
report to the next convention. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 139.— By Delegates Joseph 
N. Weber, D. A. Carey and Owen Miller 
of American Federation of Musicians; 

WHEREAS, The musicians are the only 
members of the community that suffer from 
the direct competition of enlisted men in 
the service of the army and navy of the 
United States; and 

WHEREAS, It lies within the preroga- 
tives of the President of the United States 
as commander-in-chief of the army and 
navy to stop this unjust system of com- 
petition; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third an- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor respectfully requests the 
President of the United States to issue the 
necessary orders to discontinue this unfair 
competition. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 140.— By Delegates Joseph 
N. Weber, D. A. Carey, Owen Miller of 
American Federation of Musicians: 

WHEREAS, In February, 1903, Local 
No. 174, American Federation of Musi- 
cians of New Orleans, La., was locked out 
by the committee of arrangements by the 
New Orleans Carnival because said Local 
No. 174 refused to accept the wages of- 
fered for their services on this occasion, 
on the ground that Local No. 174. American 
Federation of Musicians, considered the 
amount of wages offered Inadequate; and 

WHEREAS, Said committee of arrange- 
ments in their endeavors to supply musi- 
cal labor necessary for this function ap- 
plied to the commander of the French 
man-of-war Tage, laying in the harbor of 
New Orleans at the time to detail the 
band of the Tage composed of enlisted men 
in the service of the French government; 
and 

WHEREAS, The commander of this 
French man-of-war complied with the re- 
quest, and landed the band of the Tage to 
take the place of the locked-out musicians 
of New Orleans, thus interfering in a dis- 
pute between citizens of the United States 
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and committing a breach of international 
comity; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor denounce this act of the commander 
of a foreign man-of-war landing troops 
upon American soil to interfere in a con- 
troversy between citizens of the United 
States as to a question of wages, and the 
legislative committee of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor is hereby Instructed to 
endeavor to have a resolution introduced 
in the House of Representatives calling for 
an investigation of the allegations made in 
this resolution, and if found true, demand- 
ing proper satisfaction from the French 
government for the unwarranted act of one 
of its agents in interfering in the trades 
disputes of citizens of the United States. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 141— By Delegate Orion 
L. Murrell of Hospital Employes' Associa- 
tion, No. 10,725: 

We would petition your aid and co- 
operation in the enactment of a law of the 
State of New York relating to the pro- 
vision of the Civil Service law of 1900, 
Page 726, Regulation No. 10, setting aside 
the qualification of residence and citizen 
ship, which reads: 

"Residence and citizenship shall not ap- 
ply to the following positions on account 
of low compensation: Attendants, nurses 
and orderlies in state hospitals and simi- 
lar institutions." 

If it is not now unlawful and unconsti- 
tutional to employ aliens and non-residents 
in state institutions, the moral and pe- 
cuniary interests of the state, its wards, 
taxpayers and employes warrant the en- 
actment into law of a rule that none but 
citizens be employed In such institutions. 
With such a law it would be necessary to 
provide a schedule of wages which would 
induce competent persons to remain in the 
employ of the state and make it possible 
to secure persons of intelligence and moral 
worth who are citizens of the state and 
country to fill all vacancies that may oc- 
cur in state Institutions. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 142.— By J. F. Holland 
of New York Central Federated Union: 

WHEREAS, The policy of Molders* 
Unions in New York city and vicinity is 
to render no assistance to other trades con- 
nected with American Federation of Labor; 
and 

WHEUEAS, Molders through this atti- 
tude towards other trades, and by their 
continuing to handle scab products, as well 
as by their open friendship for non-union 
men and scabs are not in accord with the 
labor movement; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union was in duty bound to expel them 
for above reasons; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we most earnestly re- 
quest that the American Federation of 
Labor Convention will take some action 
on the question of Iron Molders' Union 
of North America adopting rules of a fra- 
ternal nature or severing their connection 
with the labor movement in tbis country. 

Committee on Resolutions. 



Resolution No. 143.— By Delegate J. P. 
Holland of Central Federated Union. New 
York- 

Whereas, In the matter of the Boiler 
Makers and Iron Ship Builders and Helpers 
who claim jurisdiction over the Drillers 
and Tappers, inasmuch as the claim is 
made that they infringe upon the Boiler 
Makers and Iron Ship Builders' Helpers; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Central Federated 
Union endorse the claim of the Boiler 
Makers and Iron Ship Builders' Helpers. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 144. — By Delegate James 
P. Holland, of Central Federated Union, 
New York: 

WHEREAS, The Paper Box Makers- 
Union members of New York city have 
been locked out by the combination of box 
manufacturers; and 

WHEREAS. Said Paper Box Makers are 
engaged in a life and death struggle; be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor, in Convention assembled hereby 
pledges its support to the Paper Box Mak- 
ers' Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all organizations be 
requested not to handle any paper boxes 
unless same bear the label of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 145. — By Delegate John 
B. Donnelly of Federal Union No. 9105: 

WHEREAS. The Brockton Labor Protec- 
tive Union, No. 9105, is a duly authorized 
labor organization of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The practice of the Street 
Railway Union in taking into their organi- 
zation laborers who are employed hy the 
railway company or other emplovers; and 

WHEREAS, We contend that all laborers 
whether employed by the railway company 
or other employers should apply for mem- 
bership in the Laborers' Union: 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that no other organization 
shall receive the applications of laborers 
whether employed by street railway com- 
panies or other employers. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 146. — By Delegates John 
M. Neil, Edward Fox, G. V. P.. David A. 
Malloy and T. H. Flynn, of Brotherhood 
of Boilers Makers and Iron Shipbuilders; 
John M. Stephens and Chas. E. Langlands, 
of Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union; Harry C. Kurten, C. D. 
Wheeler and T. J. Downey, of Amalga- 
mated Sheet Metal Workers' International 
Union: Nicholas Dutle and J. B. Downing, 
of Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers aud 
Brass Workers' International Union; John 
Mulholland. J. E. Devlin and Ed Utting, of 
International Association of Allied Metal 
Mechanics; Frank Buchanan, D. Jennings. 
Chas. W. Winslow and T. McGovern, of 
International Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers. 

WHEREAS, In pursuance to instructions 
given at the late Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, held at New 
Orleans, that metal trades having jurisdic- 
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tion disputes should meet in conference for 
the purpose of amicably adjusting the same, 
representatives of the following trades met 
for that purpose in the city of Pittsburg, 
Pa., on January 5th, 1903. 

The following unions were represented by 
national officers and answered roll call: 

Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and Iron 
Shipbuilders. 

Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Interna- 
tional Union. 

Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers' In- 
ternational Alliance. 

Metal Polishers. Buffers, Platers, Brass 
Workers' International Union. 

International Association of Allied Metal 
Mechanics. 

United Metal Workers' International 
Union. 

International Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers; and 

WHEREAS, An effort was made to de- 
fine the line of demarkatlon of the several 
trades represented, which was agreed upon 
by all trades, with the exception of the 
United Metal Workers' International Union, 
whose delegates left and refused to take 
any further part in the conference, it was 
demonstrated: from evidence introduced 
that the United Metal Workers' Interna- 
tional Union was Infringing on the juris- 
diction of all organization represented; and 

WHEREAS, This matter has been 
brought to the attention of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor at several meetings; and 

WHEREAS, While the Executive Coun- 
cil had the matter under consideration the 
United Metal Workers' International Union 
have continued to infringe upon the juris- 
diction of the organizations nerein named 
to a greater extent than before; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That for the welfare and 
well-being of the Metal Trades, we, the 
representatives of the undersigned organi- 
zations, demand of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled the 
revocation of the charter of the United 
Metal Workers' International Union. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 147.— By Delegates Philip 
Kelly and Lee M. Hart of International 
Alliance Theatrical Stage Employees: 

WHEREAS, The past years history of 
the trade union movement has shown that 
great danger threatens its foundation and 
fundamental laws of organization through 
the heartless and selfish motives of ag- 
grandizement by many of our large na- 
tional and international unions courteously 
taking unto themselves the work and rights 
of trade long established; and 

WHEREAS. This continued trespassing 
upon the trade rights and jurisdiction be- 
longing to these many crafts have been 
honestly granted to them by right of labor, 
and the consent, by jurisdiction granted 
to them as strict trades men by this great 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, It is well known and self- 
evident to all that this crime against strict 
trade autonomy (honesty) has not alone 
tended to disrupt our unions, but is bring- 
ing such discredit upon our entire move- 
ment that the condition has changed where- 
by our fellow-workmen have become more 
feared than the aggressive employer; 
therefore be it 



RESOLVED, That this, the twenty-third 
annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor reaffirms its doctrine of strict 
trade autonomy and hereby gives notice 
to all its affiliated crafts that they must 
strictly confine themselves to the actual 
jurisdiction that their charters call for un- 
der penalty of having said charter revoked. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 148. — By Delegate D. D. 
Driscoll of Boston Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The Journeymen HGrse 
Shoers of New York were locked out by 
the master horse shoers so as to force the 
Journeymen Horse Shoers' label out; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
request the Brewery Workers International 
Union to withdraw their label from the 
breweries in New York who are having 
their horses shod in non-union shops. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil request the master brewers to have 
their horses shod in shops where the jour- 
neymen Horse Shoers' label is used. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 149.— By Delegate Ed. Ut- 
tlng of Allied Metal Mechanics: 

WHEREAS, The constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor guarantees 
strict trade's autonomy to organizations 
affiliated with said American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, A large number of unions 
have been granted charters by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor which should prop- 
erly come under the jurisdiction of affiliat- 
ed international unions; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed by this Convention to transfer 
Federal Labor Unions to affiliated Interna- 
tional unions having jurisdiction of craft. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 150.-By Delegate John 
Mulnplland of International Association of 
Allied Metal Mechanics: 

WHEREAS, We desire to enter a most 
emphatic protest against the United Metal 
Workers' International Union, because 
they have infringed upon the jurisdiction 
and chartered rights of the International 
Association of Allied Metal Mechanics. 

The conception of this organization was 
along lines that were bound to sooner or 
later bring the organization into direct 
conflict with the national and international 
unions in the metal trade. 

Circular letters were sent to local or- 
ganizations affiliated at that time with a 
bona fide international organization affili- 
ated with the American Federation of La- 
bor, requesting the locals to send dele- 
gates to a convention that was to be held 
in Indianapolis in August, 1900. We pro- 
tested to the American Federation of La- 
bor against issuing a charter to the pro- 
posed union on the grounds that we were 
convinced that if a charter was granted 
giving them the scope of organization they 
were claiming, they would not only be In- 
fringing on the jurisdiction of our organi- 
zation, but that of all others in the metal 
trade industry. 
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At the Denver meeting of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of La- 
bor, the council Instructed President John 
Mitchell of the miners to attend the con- 
vention of the then proposed organization 
of the United Metal Workers for the pur- 
pose of protecting the jurisdiction of the 
national and international unions then 
formed and affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. 

The President of the Allied Metal Me- 
chanics was also requested to attend that 
meeting, which request was complied with, 
and Mr. Mitchell and Mulholland appeared 
before the Convention and explained to 
the delegates the jurisdiction of the differ- 
ent national and international unions work- 
ing on metal. 

Our organization left a copy of our con- 
stitution with the Convention, and par- 
ticularly called their attention to our 
jurisdiction. Later we were notified that 
they had formed an organization and 
adopted a constitution, and desired that 
we withdraw our opposition to their get- 
ting a charter. We demanded that they 
enumerate the trades or crafts they de- 
sired jurisdiction over when making appli- 
cation to the American Federation of La- 
bor for a charter. This was done, and 
upon them giving us the assurance that 
they would not infringe upon the jurisdic- 
tion of our organization, or that of any 
other national or International union, then 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor, we withdraw our protest to their 
receiving a charter, and a conditional 
charter was issued to the United Metal 
Workers' International Union by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

We have evidence and sworn affidavits 
which prove beyond the question of a doubt 
that the United Metal Workers have in- 
fringed upon the jurisdiction of our organi- 
zation. They have also signed an agree- 
ment with the Machinists T International 
Association, covering men in machine shops 
that they knew came under the jurisdiction 
of the Allied Metal Mechanics, and this 
agreement was made in direct violation of 
their conditional charter rights and is 
contrary to their own constitution. 

We are convinced that there can be no 
peace in the metal trades so long as the 
United Metal Workers are permitted to 
ignore the rights of sister organizations; 
therefore be it , 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, 
that for the good and welfare of the metal 
trades affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor the conditional charter of 
the United Metal Workers' International 
Union is hereby revoked. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 151.— By Delegate J. B. 

Lennon, Tailors: 

RESOLVED, That the secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor shall, upon 
receipt of credentials of delegates-elect to 
the convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, forward to each delegate-elect 
a circular letter requesting them to im- 
mediatelv forward in duplicate to the sec- 
retary resolutions, proposed amendments, 
grievances, etc., which they desire to have 
considered by the convention; and 



RESOLVED, That all documents received 
shall be referred to the proper committees 
by the president of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and shall be delivered to 
the respective committees when appointed. 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 152.— By Delegate Cor- 
nelius Ford, Hudson County Central Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The Window Shade Makers 
and Window Shade Painters of New York 
and vicinity have organized as Locals 
10,536 and 10,537; 

RESOLVED, That it be the sense of the 
convention that the president of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, in his instructions 
to organizers, shall request them to organ- 
ize Window Shade Makers and Window 
Shade Painters in the following cities: 
Philadelphia, Boston, Detroit, Chicago, 
Oswego and Toronto, Canada. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 153.— By Delegate L. J. 
Curran, Interior Freight Handlers and 
Warehousemen's International Union: 

WHEREAS, The United Brotherhood of 
Railroad Employes, and the Railroad 
Freight and Baggage Handlers, chartered 
by the American Labor Union is making 
strenuous efforts to invade Eastern terri- 
tory, and is now in a determined attempt 
to capture railroad employes in New York 
and Boston; and 

WHEREAS, The Interior Freight Han- 
dlers and Warehousemen's International 
Union is menaced by this act of two hostile 
organizations; and 

WHEREAS, Said Interior Freight Han- 
dlers and Warehousemen's International 
Union, a young organization, is already 
pressed by many demands; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor grant immediate assistance 
to the Interior Freight Handlers and Ware- 
housemen's International Union by placing 
an organizer of the American Federation 
of Labor at the disposal of the Interior 
Freight Handlers and Warehousemen's In- 
ternational Union In New York City. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 154.— By Delegate M. E. 
Neary, Minnesota State Branch: 

WHEREAS, The labor movement in a 
great many States Is now receiving aid 
from the American Federation of Labor in 
organizing the wage-earners; and 

WHEREAS, The State of Minnesota has 
received very little aid from the American 
Federation of Labor in the way of organ- 
izing: and 

WHEREAS, The expense of organizing 
in tin* State of Minnesota has been borne 
entirely by the members of organized labor 
within the State; and 

WHEREAS, Everything possible should 
be done to prove to organized labor of the 
Northwest that their interests lay in their 
continued affiliation with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming president 
be instructed to place regular organizers in 
the State of Minnesota, North and South 
Dakota. 

Committee on Organization. 
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Resolution No. 155.— By Delegates Wm. 
B. Miles, W. H. Clay, Theodore Payne, 
Laborers' Protective Union 9290, Sheffield, 
Ala.; Central Labor Union, Jurham, N. C; 
Street Pavers 10,513: 

WHEREAS, The Colored men of the South 
have invaded the ranks of skilled labor, 
and that it is only through organized labor 
reduction of wages can be prevented; and 

WHEREAS, The colored man is more 
adapted to the work of organizing his own 
people; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor place two organizers in the 
field to organize the unorganized and to 
affiliate those who are already organized, 
at the expense of the American Federation 
of Labor, and said organizers be urder the 
direct control of the president of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 156. — By the delegation 
of the International Association of Ma- 
chinists: 

WHEREAS, Several different labor 
unions Jn Rutland, Vt., and vicinity, affili- 
ated with the American Federation of La- 
bor, have petitioned this Convention assem- 
bled to extend a helping hand in the way 
of advertisng more thoroughly the strike 
of the machinists, iron molders, Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners, and the 
Federal Labor Union against the F. R. 
Patch Manufacturing Company and the 
Lincoln Iron Works, builders of marble, 
stone work, and machinery, which firms 
have already been placed upon the "We- 
Don't-Patronize" list by the Executive 
Council; and 

WHEREAS, This strike has been on for 
eighteen months, the combined efforts of 
the firms located at Rutland, Vt., with the 
assistance of the National Metal Trades 
Association having been unable to break 
the ranks of the strikers, and in order to 
force the men to return to work and de- 
clare the strike off, injunctions and dam- 
age suits were begun in the courts; and 

WHEREAS, The local union of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists was 
sued for $25,000, and after the case had 
run in the lower court for two weeks a de- 
cision was rendered by that court award- 
ing the F. R. Patch Manufacturing com- 
pany $2500 damages and costs; and 

WHEREAS, The case has been appealed 
by the International Association of Ma- 
chinists to the Supreme Court of the state 
of Vermont, and will come up for trial at 
an early date; and 

WHEREAS, The Lincoln Iron Works is 
also manufacturing and dealing in 
plumbers' supplies, supposed to be union 
made, and it is reported that the Plumbers' 
national organization can not stop the 
members of its local from handliug the 
supplies, the profits from these supplies, 
it is reported, being very large, and very 
materially aid the firm in carrying on this 
long struggle against the just demands of 
organized labor in Rutland, Vt.; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, re- 
affirms Its position in declaring these two 
firms unfair, and requests all affiliated 
unions to render every assistance possible 
to the local unions at Rutland, Vt., to the 



end that an amicable adjustment of this 
long struggle may be brought to an early 
and satisfactory conclusion. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 157.— By Delegate C. J. 
McLaughlin, New Hampshire Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, The la Dor movement in sev- 
eral States has been, and is now, receiving 
aid from the American Federation of Labor, 
in organizing the vailous crafts of their 
States: nwl 

WHEREAS, New Hampshire, with its 
large number of toilers, is now but very 
poorly organized; and 

WHEREAS, The State Federation of 
Labor and Central Labor Unions and vol- 
unteer organizers have done all in their 
power, owing to limited finances many of 
the organizers doing a large part of their 
work at their own expense to bring about 
a more perfect organization in the State; 
and 

WHEREAS, They have not, to the best 
of our knowledge, and are not now receiv- 
ing any material assistance from the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor in the way of or- 
ganizing: therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the 
incoming president and Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor that 
they place an organizer in the State of New 
Hampshire for one year. 

Committee on Organization. . 

Resolution No. 158.— By Delegate F. H. 
Hatch of Portland Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor stands pledged to industrial peace 
and the return to labor of the full product 
of its toil; and 

WHEREAS. The American Federation of 
Labor recognizes that the interest of the 
capitalist class and the working class are 
not and cannot be identical, while the 
means of life are owned and controlled by 
a small privileged class; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor is unalterably opposed to the in- 
creasing injustices to labor and the in- 
creasing dangers which threaten the sta- 
bility of this republic, viz.: Child labor 
and the prostitution of the home; exces- 
sive length of the work day; low wages 
and unemployed labor; financial panics, 
which always bear more heavily on the 
working class because of the unfair dis- 
tribution of the products of labor; inva- 
sion of the legal and moral rights of the 
wage-earning class through injunctions by 
the courts, and the capitalistic use of the 
military; attachment upon the property of 
labor unions and the Individual possessions 
and homes of the members of unions, and 
kindred wrongs against labor on every 
side; and 

WHEREAS. The attempts to mitigate 
these evils through the introduction of 
labor bills into a capitalist Congress have 
failed and must continue to fail as long 
as the capitalist class continue to control 
Congress and the legislature; therefore 

RESOLVED, That the remedy for these 
evils as well as the control of the courts, 
cannot be obtained except through the con- 
trol of the legislative bodies by the work- 
ing class; neither can the working oln«»8 
obtain their Just demand for the full prod- 
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net of their labor except by the same 
process; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention recom- 
mends united political action of the work- 
ing class in favor of the collective owner- 
ship of all the methods of production and 
distribution. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 159. — By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union ; 

WHEREAS. We have a local union com- 

f>rising the art, bronze and brass workers 
n the city of New York; and 

WHEREAS, The Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers' International Union have, 
within its local unions in said city members 
who are art, brass and bronze workers, 
who rightfully should belong to our inter- 
national: therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention In- 
struct the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers' International Union to turn over 
those men working at said work to our 
international body. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 160.— By Delegate Bowler 
of the Lumber Workers' Union, No. 10,180: 

WHEREAS, The condition of the lum- 
ber workers is deplorable in our city, and 
believing that great good will result if 
assistance is given to said craft; be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention send 
an organizer to Holyoke, Mass., to assist 
said union and all other unions in said 
city that he can. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 161.— By Delegate Chas. 
J. Keenan, Jr.: 

WHEREAS, Messenger Boys' Protective 
Union No. 11252 of Boston desire to have 
these resolutions adopted at the tweuty- 
thlrd Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and sincerely hope they will 
take an immediate action and intercede 
for us and help us all they can; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at its twenty-third annual 
Convention shall instruct its delegates and 
national organizers to give their undivided 
attention to the organizing of the messen- 
ger boys all over the United States, so that 
the Messenger Boys' Protective Union of 
Boston can have their co-operative support 
in the future; and be it 

RESOLVED, That the Messenger Boys' 
Protective Union No. 11252 of Boston shall 
have the support of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor both financially and morally 
at this present time, as they are now out 
on a Lockout and strike and need the said 
support very much: and 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor shall condemn the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company for their 
unfair action towards the messengers by 
locking them out because they belong to a 
union: and be it 

RESOLVED, That while the Convention 
is in this city that the delegates when 
they want to use a messenger boy to ask 
him for his button, and if he is a union 



boy and if he cannot show his button and 
is not a union boy, refuse to use him, and 
in this way you will be rendering great 
help to us and strengthening the little 
union we are longing to preserve and in- 
crease its membership to its greatest ex- 
tent of membership. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 162.— By Delegate John 
Cardiff, Drain Layers and Helpers' Local, 
No. 10,335, Chicago: 

WHEREAS, Local No. 10,335 is the 
regularly chartered organization in the 
American Federation of Labor, and that, 
being such, is recognized by this body as 
having official standing, and being pro- 
tected in the pursuit of calling of its mem- 
bers by the American Federation of Labor; 
and 

WHEREAS, Some of Its members have 
followed the business for more than 30 
years, and all are licensed workingmen; 
that it has lived up to the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor at all times, 
and now stands ready to assist this body 
to the full extent of its ability and power, 
and 

WHEREAS, The Bricklayers' and Stone- 
masons' Union of the city of Chicago has 
claimed, and are claiming, jurisdiction over 
drain laying and sewer pipe work, which 
is, and always has been, performed by 
members of No. 10,335, and should their 
contention be upheld, would result in the 
disruption of our body; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That Drainlayers and Help- 
ers No. 10,335 hereby enter protest against 
the granting of the American Federation 
of Labor of a charter to the bricklayers 
and stonemasons until such time as that 
body has recognized the rights of the 
drainlayers and helpers and accorded them 
full Jurisdiction over their class of work, 
which consists In the laying of all sewer 
pipes and the construction of manholes and 
catch basins whether the work is to be 
performed for a municipality or private 
individual. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution So. 163.— By Delegates D. U. 
Williams, Alabama State Federation of 
Labor, and H. A. Mackey, Birmingham 
Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, The coal operators and un- 
fair firme of Birmingham, Ala., under the 
direction of D. M. Parry, have organized 
themselves under the title of the "Citizens' 
Industrial Alliance," and have declared war 
upon organized labor of the State of Ala- 
bama; and 

WHEREAS, The last session of the Ala- 
bama legislature, at the instance of this 
said "Citizens' Alliance," enacted into law 
an anti-boycott bill, which seeks to pre- 
vent labor unions from boycotting, dis- 
tributing boycott literature or unfair cards 
or conspiring in any manner against unfair 
firms or from loitering before their places 
of business; and 

WHEREAS, It Is the opinion of the best 
iejral talent of Alabama that the law is un- 
constitutional; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor appropriate the sum of $l.<Xr> 
to the Alabama State Branch of the Amerl- 
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can Federation of Labor, for the purpose of 
testing the constitutionality of the said 
anti-boycott law in the courts. 

Committee on Resolutions, 

Resolution No. 164.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle, Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 

WHEREAS, Our International Union, 
through its delegates to the twenty-second 
annual Convention of the American Bed- 
eration of Labor, he.ld at New Orleans, en- 
tered a protest against the Iron Molders 
International Union of North America to 
the arbitrary methods towards brass mold- 
ers affiliated with our organization, and re- 
Juested by the American Federation of 
■abor to use its good offices to prevent 
said organization of the Iron Molders 
Union from continuing Its practice of inter- 
fering with brass molders from joining our 
international body; and 

WHEREAS, The Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor referred said 
dispute back to both international unions 
for settlement; and 

WHEREAS, After a meeting of repre- 
sentatives of the two international unions 
no satisfactory agreement could be reached; 
therefore be it , , . - 

RE3SOLVED, That we, the delegates of 
the Metal Polishers and Brass Workers In- 
ternational Union, kindly request this Con- 
vention to again take this matter up for 
immediate adjustment. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 165.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 

WHEREAS, Our delegates to the twenty- 
second annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor entered a protest 
against the United Metal Workers' Inter- 
national Union for infringing on the juris- 
diction of the Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union; and , . _ ■ 

WHEREAS, Said Convention referred 
the matter back to the two international 
unions for adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, Our international officers en- 
tered into an agreement with the United 
Metal Workers' International Union which* 
if lived up to by the United Metal Work- 
ers' International Union, might have re- 
lieved the situation; and 

WHEREAS, We have brought this mat- 
ter to the attention of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor, and while the dispute was under 
consideration by the Executive Council the 
United Metal Workers have infringed even 
to a greater extent on our jurisdiction by 
organizing polishers and brass workers; 
therefore be it - - 

RESOLVED, That the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor revoke the 
charter of the United Metal Workers' In- 
ternational Union. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 166.— By Delegate W. C 
Kidd of Federal Labor Union No. 10,964: 

WHEREAS, It having become generally 
recognized by all business interests that a 
surplus fund is far preferable to a deficit; 
therefore be it 



RESOLVED, That the president of the 
American Federation of Labor, together 
with the officers thereof, shall cause an 
assessment of ($1.00) one dollar per each 
member, who is affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and that the 
money thus collected shall be amalgamated 
with the present defence fund. The above 
assessment of one dollar shall be collected 
in four equal installments during the com- 
ing fiscal year. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 167.— By Delegate Shee- 
ban, Federated Trades Council: 

WHEREAS. A number of local trades 
unions are using the label of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, These local trades unions 
that are using the American Federation of 
Labor label are generally young organiza- 
tions that have no surplus funds in their 
treasury, and therefore are forced to draw 
the money needed to purchase labels from 
their employer; and 

WHEREAS, In a great many instances 
they take advantage, by advancing the pur- 
chase money, of misusing the use of said 
label, by claiming ownership, by rleht of 
purchase; 

RESOLVED, By the Federated Trades 
Council, that the twenty-third annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor devise ways and means to furnish its 
affiliated unions with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor label, and the same not to 
be paid for by the employer and the union 
until used. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 168.— By Delegate Joseph 
W. Kelley, Brockton Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The stamp of the Boot and 
Shoe Workers' Union is the only recognized 
Boot and Shoe Workers' stamp of the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Through the controversy of 
two dual organizations of labor the Knights 
of Labor have been and are boycotting the 
product of members of the Boot and Shoe 
Workers' Union; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates in con- 
vention assembled do again Indorse the 
union stamp of the Boot and Shoe Workers 
Union of America; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all affiliated organi- 
zations, organizers and district organizers 
be instructed to use their best endeavors 
and pay particular attention to have placed 
on the unfriendly list all shoes manufac- 
tured in the cities of Lynn and Haverhill 
not bearing the union stamp of the Boot 
and Shoe Workers' Union of America. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 169.— By Delegate Henry 
Wulf, Murphysboro Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, Repeated attempts have 
been made by the International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen of the United 
States to secure control and exercise juris- 
diction over the members of Bottlers' 
Union, No. 10,222, American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Bottlers' Union, No. 10,222, 
American Federation of Labor, is a local 
trades union affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, and is composed of 
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beer and soda and mineral water bottlers 
and workers; and 

WHEREAS, In the opinion of Bottlers' 
Union, No. 10,222, American Federation of 
Labor, it is of vital importance to its ex- 
istence and the continued prosperity of its 
members that the claim to jurisdiction 
over said bottlers' union, made by the In- 
ternational Union of United Brewery Work- 
men, be denied; and 

WHEREAS, A movement to organize a 
national union of Bottlers and workers, re- 
gardless of where employed, whether in 
the beer or soda and mineral water bot- 
tlers' line, is now on foot, and 

WHEREAS, The success of said move- 
ment depends largely upon the upholding 
by this Convention of the rights of Bottlers' 
Union, No. 10,222, American Federation of 
Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, 
that the right of both beer and soda and 
mineral water bottlers and workers to or- 
ganize and maintain local trades unions of 
their craft chartered by the American 
Federation of Labor is recognized; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That the claim to jurisdic- 
tion over Bottlers' Union, No. 10,222, 
American Federation of Labor, made by 
the International Union of United Brewery 
Workman, is denied. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 170.— By Patrick Maho- 
ney, Massachusetts State Branch: 

WHEREAS, Prior to the establishment 
of the civil service laws by the government 
of the United States the conditions that 
governed all those in the employ of the 
United States was known as the "spoils 
system" and appointment to the public 
service was dependent entirely upon politi- 
cal preferment, without regard to the merit 
of the appointee; and 

WHEREAS, Under the wise provisions 
of the said civil service laws the govern- 
ment has been able to obtain the services 
of only fit and competent emplovees with- 
out regard to the religious or political be- 
lief of the individual employee; and 

WHEREAS, The operations of the said 
civil service laws insure a degree of per- 
manency of employment that approaches 
life tenure in the public service on condi- 
tion of competency alone; and 

WHEREAS, The said civil service laws 
extend to those in public employ, steady 
employment, and protection from interfer- 
ence in the discharge of their duties from 
any source for any reason, other than one 
affecting the ability of the employee to 
perform his duties in a satisfactory man- 
ner; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That for the reasons recited 
in the foregoing preamble the American 
Federation of Labor in convention assem- 
bled fully endorses the said civil service 



laws, and advocate their extension when- 
ever and wherever practicable. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 171.— By Delegate Patrick 
Mahoney, Massachusetts State Branch: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
convention that there is nothing in the 
occupation of an insurance agent which 
should debar those following that avoca- 
tion from organizing under the American 
Federation of Labor, subject to the usual 
restriction on qualifications for member- 
ship. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 172.— By Delegate Robert 
S. Maloney, Lawrence Central Labor 
Union : % 

WHEREAS, In the city of Lawrence, 
Mass., the workers in the textile Industries 
number more than 35,000; and 

WHEREAS, Of this number but a small 
part are included In the ranks of organ- 
ized labor, and the conditions of the work- 
ers require all the help we can possibly 
extend to them; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council be, and are hereby ^ instructed 
to place in Lawrence at the earliest pos- 
sible time a special organizer for the pur- 
pose of bringing into the ranks of labor a 
body of people who need all the help or- 
ganized labor can give them. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 173. — By Delegates rep- 
resenting the United Garment Workers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The United Garment Work- 
ers' of America is engaged in a severe 
struggle with the Clothiers' Exchange of 
Rochester, comprising nearly all the cloth- 
ing manufacturers of that city owing to 
its refusal to treat with their cutters as a 
body when presented with a request for 
the reduction of the hours of labor to 
eight per day, so as to conform to the work- 
ing time observed in that branch of the 
trade in all competing markets; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled does 
hereby condemn the attitute of the or- 
ganized clothing manufacturers of Roches- 
ter as being unfair and contrary to the 
spirit of our times. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 174. — By Delegates rep- 
resenting United Garment Workers of 
America: 

RESOLVED, That the Standard Manu- 
facturing Co. of Chattanooga, Tenn., manu- 
facturers of the "Ten Wheeler" brand of 
overalls, be placed on the unfair list. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Convention adjourned. 
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FIFTH DAY— Morning Session 



Convention called to order by President 
Gompers at 9 o'clock. 

Absentees: Klapetzky, Kerr, Buchanan, 
McGovern, O'Brien (J. R.), Reidy, Sherman 
(H. W.)» Estinghausen, Towey, Maher, 
Creamer (J. J.). Ireland, Call, Scaife, Fahy, 
Dempsey (J. T.), Valentine, Murphy (M. F.), 
Fitzgibben, Bahlhorn, Scott (John A ), Dix, 
Mahon, Winslow (C. H.), Hart, Lincoln, 
Barry, Markey (F. A.), Powell, McDonough, 
Engel, Curley, Williams (D. U.), Cummlngs 
(W. P.), Markey (H. A.), Thomas, Fossberg, 
Clay, Curtis, Keeue. Sarman. Duffy (O. H.), 
Stewart, Pena, Allimon, Allabough, Davis, 
Nightingale, Lawler, Berry, Holloway, Mc- 
Kelvey, Clarke (E. R.), Cowell, Connor, 
Roche (E. J.), Kuhn, Tyson, Hitchcock 
(Henry), Moore (J. J.), Brayer, Henderson 
(W. F.), Gosllne, Patterson, Burton, Din- 
neen, Hodges, Reed (W. A.), Gilpen, But- 
ler, Faulkerson, Cooper, Studd, Page, Tus- 
siny, Morlin, Anderson, Tobin (P. F.), 
Creamer (Francis), Kelley (James), Dillon, 
Wlngerter, Ludwig, Sodekson, Hillard, Tim- 
ilty, Cooper (Wm.), Hill (L. A.), Diegle, 
Rosenfield, Freeman, Smith (Wm.), Down- 
ing (J. P.), Bolger, Stanner, Scott (Timo- 
thy), Lederer, Francis, Hutchinson, Klein, 
Clark (Wm. H.), Tarrents, Herr, Sadler, 
Mullen, O'Grady. 

On motion, the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Delegate McHugh moved that a special 
committee of seven be appointed on State 
Federation of Labor. 

Adopted. 

Delegate McHugh moved that the Com- 
mittee on Laws be instructed to bring In 
an amendment to the constitution creating 
a Committee on State Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Mitchell requested the chair to 
appoint a substitute for himself on the 
Committee on Education, his reason being 
that his time would be fully occupied on 
account of the coal strike in Colorado. 

The chair appointed Delegate William 
Fyfe to fill the vacancy. 

Delegate Ramsey, by unanimous consent, 
Introduced a resolution, which was adopted, 
Instructing the Committee on Laws to so 
amend the constitution as to abolish the 
Committee on Distribution. 

Delegate Duncan moved that the conven- 
tion adjourn until 9 o'clock Saturday morn- 



ing, but withdrew his motion to enable 
Delegate Kreft to make a motion. 

Delegate Kreft moved that the committee 
having the jurisdiction question before 
them report at 10 A. M. Tuesday. 

Delegate Duncan opposed the motion. 

Delegate Lennon moved as an amend- 
ment that the committee to whom jurisdic- 
tion questions had been referred be in- 
structed to report at the earliest date pos- 
sible, and that when they were ready to re- 
port they be given priority over all othei- 
committees. 

Delegate Kreft accepted the amendment 
and it was adopted unanimously. 

A motion was made that the secretary 
request the Committee on Distribution tc 
distribute to the several committees all 
matter that had been referred to them. 

Adopted. 

Delegate Kemper requested that he be 
excused from the Committee on Organiza* 
tion, as most of his time would be taken 
up before the Committee on Grievances on 
matters affecting the organization which 
he represented. 

Delegate Kemper's request was granted, 
and the chair appointed Delegate Frank 
Rist to fill the vacancy. 

Delegate Pratt of the Committee on 
Grievances was absent and the chair ap- 
pointed Delegate Thos. F. Tracy to take 
his place. 

A motion was made that the convention 
extend sympathy and best wishes to Del- 
egate W. D. Mahon of the Amalgamated 
Association of Street and Electric Railway 
Employes in his struggle for that organ- 
ization In Chicago. 

Adopted. 

Delegate Wilson moved that the secre- 
tary wire to Delegate Mahon the action of 
the convention. 

Adopted. 

President Gompers announced that a 
photograph of the delegates would be 
taken on the State House steps immediate- 
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ly after adjournment Saturday morning, 
and requested all to be present. 
The following communication was read: 
London, October 15th, 1903. 
Dear Mr. Gompers, President of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor: 
The bearers, Mr. O'Grady and Mr. W. 
Mullln, J. P., are our accredited represent- 
atives to your convention at Boston. I 
feel sure you will be delighted to meet 
them and the Trades Union Congress of 
Britain has the fullest confidence in their 
representative capacity, and 1 feel sure 
that they will be pleased to meet our nu- 
merous friends in the labor movement in 
America. I take this opportunity of wish- 
ing you a successful convention, one that 
will exceed in usefulness and in good work 
all your previous conventions. 

With kind and fraternal greetings, I 
beg to remain yours faithfully, 

S. WOODS, 
Secretary British Trades Union Congress. 

Resolution No. 175.— By Delegates J. A. 
Cable and Andrew C. Hughes, Coopers' In- 
ternational Union: 

Whereas, There has on several occasions 
in recent Congresses been legislation intro- 
duced detrimental to the interests of the 
Coopers' International Union, and we have 
been handicapped in meeting same for lack 
of the means to obtain prompt and accu- 
rate information, and as we anticipate the 
introduction of further proposed legisla- 
tion by the employing brewers' association 
at the forthcoming session of Congress; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in Convention assembled 
instruct its legislative committee to watoh 
for any attempted legislation affecting 
cooperage matters at the forthcoming ses- 
sion of Congress and to promptly notify 
the headquarters of the Coopers' Interna- 
tional Union of same and all facts in con- 
nection therewith. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 176.— By Delegates repre- 
senting the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and joiners: 

WHEREAS, At a meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor, held at Washington, D. C, in 
June, 1903, a demand made by the Amal- 
gamated Wood Workers' International 
Union for the revocation of the charter of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America, on the ground of our 
refusal to accept the recent decision of 
Umpire P. J. Downey of Albany, N. Y., 
and also a demand made by the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters for the revo- 
cation of the charter of the Amalgamated 
Wood Workers was considered and acted 
upon by the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor and a de- 
cision rendered by that body without no- 
tice to the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners to appear and present 
their reasons therefore; and further, as 
Secretary Kidd of the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers was present in his capacity as a 
member of said Executive Council, and at 
the same time represented the Amalgamat- 
ed Wood Workers and presented their case, 



therefore the hearing was ex-parte, the 
United Brotherhood not having the oppor- 
tunity of presenting Its side of the case; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-third an- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor set aside and annul said de- 
cision of the Executive Council and all 
action taken in consequence thereof; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
struct the Executive Council to hereafter 
refrain from taking action in matters of 
this kind without first giving all parties 
in interest an opportunity of being present 
to submit their evidence and present their 
case. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 177. —By Delegates repre- 
senting the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners: 

WHEREAS, The label of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America is now registered in thirty-four 
different States in this country; and 

WHEREAS, Said label is known as an 
eight-hour label, <n conformity with the de- 
cision of the Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, held in Boston, Mass.. 
in 1839, and in accordance with the laws 
iaid down by the twelfth biennial conven- 
tion of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America, held in Atlan- 
ta, Ga., September 15-30, 1&02; and 

WHEREAS, On June 25, 1903, an official 
request was made on the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor to in- 
dorse the label of the United Brotherhood; 
and 

WHEREAS. The Executive Council, on 
October 2, 1903, refused indorsement of the 
said label; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty-third 
Annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor revoke the action taken by 
the Executive Council on October 2, 1903. 
and indorse the union label of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 178;— By Delegates repre- 
senting United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America: 

WHEREAS, The convention of the 
American Federation of Labor held four- 
teen years ago in the city of Boston, Mass., 
went on record as being favorable to the 
establishment of a universal workday of 
eight hours; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor, in 1890, 
selected the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America as being 
the best disciplined, prepared and deter- 
mined organization to lead the movement 
for a reduction in the hours of labor to 
eight per day; and 

WHEREAS, The United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America did lead 
the fight, and won, at great cost to the 
organization and enormous sacrifices on the 
part of its members; and 

WHEREAS, The United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America, for the 
last thirteen years, have made a fight in 
nearly every town and city under its juris- 
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diction for the establishment and enforce- 
ment of an eight-hour workday; and 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Wood 
Workers' International Union made an 
agreement with the Manufacturing Wood 
Workers' Association of Bronx and Mount 
Vernon, N. Y., while the members of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers of America were on strike for better 
conditions; and 

WHEREAS, Said agreement read that 
the wages of men working in the mills 
should be from six to eighteen dollars per 
week, and the hours of work fifty per 
week, or nine hours per day for the first 
five days of the week, and five hours on 
Saturday— which was in direct violation of 
the conditions established for over two 
years in those places by the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America, to work forty-four hours per 
week, or eight hours per day for the first 
five days of the week, and four hours on 
Saturday— and as the action of the Amal- 
gamated Wood Workers' International 
Union is also a direct violation of the in- 
structions of the last Boston convention; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the agreement made 
by the Amalgamated Wood Workers' In- 
ternational Union in Bronx and Mount 
Vernon, N. Y., be declared by this, the 
twenty-third annual convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, unfair and 
subversive of the best interest of organ- 
ized labor, and that said Amalgamated 
Wood Workers' International Union be de- 
barred from placing their label on ma- 
terial manufactured under a nine-hour 
system, where an eight-hour day had been 
previously established by the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 179.— By Delegate Fran- 
cis Fildew of Michigan State Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, Since the American Federa- 
tionist has explained the Winnetka system 
for installing the initiative and referendum 
in cities without waiting for the consent 
of the party in power in the legislature and 
without consulting the party machines in 
the city, several cities have emancipated 
themselves, including Detroit, Mich.; To- 
ronto, Canada; Waco, Tex., and Geneva, 
111., with excellent work in Chicago. In 
Toronto and Waco the non-partisan cam- 
paign was instituted and conducted by or- 
ganized labor, greatly strengthening the 
organization in the sentiments of its mem- 
bers and demonstrating an effective po- 
litical system separate and apart from party 
politics; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third an- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor rejoices that its action of 
two years ago in securing publicity for the 
Winnetka system has already had such ef- 
fective fruitage, and our president is re* 
quested to issue an address to affiliated 
unions, setting forth what has been ac- 
complished in cities and how; and 

RESOLVED, That our president is re- 
quested also to write to the conventions 
of the State Federation of Labor as they 
occur, directing attention to the non- 
partisan system whereby organized labor 



is securing the submission of constitutional 
amendments for the initiative and refer- 
endum. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 180. — By Delegate Mau- 
rice Mikol, United Cloth Hat and Cap 
Makers : 

WHEREAS, The firm of Henry Wallner 
& Son, of New York City, have absolutely 
refused on several occasions to unionize 
their cap factory; and 

WHEREAS, The firm of Henry Wallner 
& Son are conducting their factory under a 
system which is in direct violation to the 
laws of our organization and of the laws 
of organized labor in general; therefore be 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-third An- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall place on the unfair list 
the above firm; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the delegates at this 
convention coming from Chicago, Quincy, 
111., and St. Louis, Mo. shall do all in their 
power to see that all cloth hats and caps 
sold in their vicinity shall bear the genuine 
Cap Makers' label. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No, 181.— By Delegate Maurice 
Mikol, United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers: 

WHEREAS, The first of May is recog- 
nized by all class-conscious workers of the 
world as a day not only for the edification 
of the eight-hour work day, but for a day 
where the capitalistic yoke shall be shaken 
off forever; and 

WHEREAS, Quite a number of organized 
workers under the banner of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor do and will ob- 
serve the first day of May, for which it 
was established; and 

WHEREAS, The original spirit of the 
American labor day has entirely disap- 
peared, changing its true meaning and aim 
by becoming a national holiday, in which 
respect it has no connection with the as- 
piration of the wage workers of the entire 
world as announced at the International 
Congress of Paris, 1889, that the workers 
of both continents shall be in unison in in- 
ternational solidarity; and 

WHEREAS, The first day of May is ob- 
served all through Europe as the true and 
real workers' day; be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third an- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall go officially on record 
by adopting the first day of May as a day 
of protest against the present obnoxious 
system of exploitation and the dawn of 
emancipation of theProletariat. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 182.— By Delegate Mau- 
rice Mikol, United Cloth Hat and Cap 
Makers: 

WHEREAS, Every economical demand 
must necessarily become a political issue; 
and 

WHEREAS, The political power is in the 
hands of those whose economical Interest 
are in antagonism with the rightful aspira- 
tion of the wage earners; 

WHEREAS, That the working class in 
the past and in our days have tried in vain 
both old political parties to improve their 
economical conditions, and that It has 
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proven a waste of time and energies, wi h 
no practical results; 

WHEREAS, The lessons of human his- 
tory prove that every effort to emancipate 
a class must come from that class which 
wishes to be emancipated from political op- 
pression and economical exploitation; 

WHEREAS, The emancipation of work- 
ers must be their own work; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor can no longer have faith in 
the old capitalistic parties; and be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall urge the wage earners 
to become conscious of the fact that the 
working class is economically a separate 
class from the capitalists and that it is the 
duty of the working class to constitute 
itself politically and opposed to any cap- 
It ilistic combination. . 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 183.— By Delegate Maurice 
Mikol of United Cloth Hat and Cap Mak- 
ers: 

WHEREAS, The firm of Schuylkill Cap 
Manufacturing Co. of Northumberland, Pa., 
a concern which is operating one of the 
largest unfair cap factories in this country; 

WHEREAS, The said Schuylkill Cap Co. 
is Issuing a bogus and fraudulent label 
identical in size and color and worded 
United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania, and by those deceiving 
organized labor and its sympathizers; 

WHEREAS, The label of the United 
Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of North 
America is the only genuine label and en- 
dorsed by the American Federation of 
Labor; be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-third an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall instruct all affiliated 
organizations, organizers and district or- 
ganizers to use their best efforts and pay 
particular attention that all cloth hats and 
caps bearing the fraudulent Central Penn- 
svlvania label shall be placed on the un- 
fair list. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 184. — By Delegate John 
Bradley of Iron Moulders: 

RESOLVED, That we condemn bribe 
giving on the part of the employers as be- 
ing as reprehensible and as dangerous to 
the community as taking bribes by union 
officials, and the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby 
instructed to expose and prosecute employ- 
ers guilty of such acts. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 185. — By Delegates A. 
Hibbert, J. Tansy, T. O.Donnell, Samuel 
Ross, United Textile Workers and National 
Mule Spinners' Association: 

WHEREAS, Owing to the large number 
of Textile Workers in this country who 
are not organized, and realizing that it is 
impossible for them to improve their condi- 
tion only through organization, the United 
Textile Workers have decided to place in 
the field a paid organizer. Still we realize 
this is not sufficient, therefore we appeal 
to the American Federation of Labor to 
render us some assistance. 

At the recent conventions of the National 



Mule Spinners' Association, and the United 
Textile Workers the following resolution 
was adopted: 

RESOLVED, That we petition the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, in Convention 
assembled, to appoint a salaried organizer, 
the same to be a Textile Worker. And be 
It further 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor do appoint said organizer. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 186. — By Delegate Theo- 
dore Payne, Asphalt Pavers: 

WHEREAS, The asphalt pavers have re- 
cently begun to organize and not having 
the finances to place an organizer in the 
Held; be it 

RESOLVED, that the American Federa- 
tion of Labor will have their organizer do 
nil they can to organize the asphalt street 
pavers wherever they are found. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 187.— By Delegate Theo- 
dore Payne, Asphalt Pavers: 

WHEREAS, The Asphalt Street Pavers 
having recently begun to organize we ask 
that the American Federation of Labor see 
that the organizers of the various cities 
and towns throughout the country wher- 
ever they are found will organize our class 
of workmen. We wish to be known as a 
class of workers favoring an eight-hour 
workday and oppose the injunction that is 
practised on union workingmen today. This 
is the sentiment of the Asphalt Pavers 
Union 10,513. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 188.— By Delegate Robert 
A. Callahan of Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployees International Alliance and Bar- 
tenders' International League of America: 

Charges by Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployees International Alliance and Bartend- 
ers International League of America vs. 
the Central Federated Union of New York 
City. 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union of New York City has seated in Its 
body delegates from a local union suspend- 
ed by its international union, namely, dele- 
gates from a local union as Amalgamated 
Waiters' Union No. 1, formerly affiliated 
with the Hotel and Restaurant Employees 
International Alliance and Bartenders' In- 
ternational League of America; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, that 
the Central Federated Union of New York 
City be instructed to unseat said delegates 
and recognize the local affiliated with the 
Hotel and Restaurant Employees' interna- 
tional Alliance and Bartenders' Interna- 
tional League of America under penalty of 
revocation of its charter. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 189.— By Delegates Collis 
Lovely, Gad Martindale, Boot and Shoe 
Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The Boot and Shoe Workers' 
Union has been engaged in a contest with 
Harney Bros., shoe manufacturers, Lynn, 
Mass., for several months, which firm has 
conspired with an independent organiza- 
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tion hostile to the American Federation of 
Labor, and resisted the Boot and Shoe 
Workers' Union in an attempt to establish 
the prevailing rate of wages; therefore be 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
appoint a committee of three to proceed 
according to the constitution in an endea- 
vor to efl'eot a settlement r.nd failing to 
do so, the shoes produced by Harney Bros, 
and 1\ J. Harney & Co. (on<» «ind the same 
firm) be declared unfair. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 190. — By Delegates John 

F. Tobin, Collis Lovely, Gad Martindale, 

James F. Carey, Boot and fcftoe Workers' 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Many compilations have 
arisen through the indiscriminate action 
of local unions and central bodies placing 
firms on the unfair list without securing 
the proper sanction of the National or In- 
ternational union representing the partic- 
ular trade or calling involved; and 

WHEREAS, Hasty and ill advised ac- 
tion of this kind has an adverse influence 
upon the general good reputation enjoyed 
hy national and International Union in the 
conduct of their business: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the committee on 
law of this 23d annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to amend the constitution so as to 
absolutely prohibit placing any business 
concern on the unfair list by any local, 
central or state body, connected with the 
American Federation of Labor, without 
the sanction of the National or Interna- 
tional union whose interests are involved, 
and indorsed by the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of l«abor, where 
such business concern manufactures and 
sells merchandise outside *jf ijie particular 
town, city or state in wkich such manu- 
facturing concern is located. And be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That where any business 
concern is on the unfair list contrary to 
the spirit and letter of these resolutions, 
a settlement shall be negotiated or the 
firm removed from the unfair list on or 
before February 1, 1904. 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 191.— By Delegate J. 
Mahlon Barnes, Cigarmakers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, It is dally aaad* more plain- 
ly apparent that there is an irresistible 
conflict between the capitalist, non-produc- 
ing class and the working class, or the 
propei tied class and the property less class; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we <fccog&&e that op- 
posing industrial and po'itfcft? organiza- 
tions are required by the respective classes. 

Committee on Resolutions* 

Resolution No. 192.— By Delegate John 
M. Ryall, Central Trade and 5*abor Coun- 
cil, Richmond, Va.: 

WHEREAS, The union label is not pat- 
ronized by organized labor as well as it 
should be; and 

WHEREAS, The merchants hat handle 
union made goods and employ union clerks 



complain that union men as a rule do not 
ask for the union made products; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, that 
all international organizations and federal 
unions attached to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor have their obligations amend- 
ed so as to re^d as follows: And I do 
further solemnly promise on my word of 
honor that I will patronize only strictly 
union made goods and that I will use my 
best endeavors to get others to do the 
same, and that if I should become faith 
less to my obligation, may I then be ex- 
pelled from the union. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 193.— By Delegate Thomae 
L. Hughes, Illinois State Federation of La- 
bor: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of labor be and is hereby respect- 
fully petitioned to reduce the rate of per 
capita and defense fund tax, to be paid to 
said organization by affiliated locals and 
federal labor unions. 

Committee an Laws. 

Resolution No. 194.— By delegate M. 
Brayer, Cloth Spongers: 

WHEREAS, It is the policy of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to assist all af 
filiated organizations; and 

WHEREAS, The United Garment Work- 
ers can materially and effectively assist the 
Cloth Spongers and Examiners Union by 
seeing to it that in all of these label cloth- 
ing houses their members handle only such 
clothing which has been sponged and ex- 
amined by the members of the Cloth 
Spongers' and Examiners' Union, be it 

RESOLVED, By this twenty-third annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that the United Garment Workers 
be urged to so assist the appealing union. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 195.— By Delegate James 
Wood, Cigarmakers' Delegation: 

WHEREAS, The Cigarmakers' Interna- 
tional Union of America places upon the 
product of the labor of its members a blue 
union label to designate such labor from 
the products of child, prison, tenement 
house and Chinese labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates to the 
twenty-third annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor assembled 
condemn the practices by the trust and 
other non-union cigar manufacturers of the 
United States and Canada, who by the 
employment of young and innocent chil- 
dren crush hope out of their lives, dwarf 
them physically, mentally and morally; b€ 
it 

RESOLVED, That a general demand be 
made by the members of the American 
Federation of Labor for the union blue la- 
bel of the Cigarmakers* International 
Union of America. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 196.— By Delegates An- 
drew C. Hughes and J. A. Cable, Coopers* 
International Union: 

WHEREAS, At the rtiquest of the Coop- 
ers' International Union the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
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Labor has placed the firm called The Elgin 
Butter Tub Company of Elgin, 111., on the 
unfair list; and 

WHEREAS, The lockout and strike 
which was inaugurated in June last was 
caused by the above-named firm in a spirit 
of arrogance because of the men becoming 
members of the Coopers' International 
Union. 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled 
do hereby urge the Executive Council to 
take energetic action in pushing this boy- 
cott, and also that they inform by com- 
munication the Chicago Federation of La- 
bor that In their city this product is 
mostly patronized. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 197. — By Delegate Owen 
J. Trownsell of the Hamilton, Ohio, Co- 
operative Trades and Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, The Co-operative Trades 
and Labor Council of Hamilton, Ohio, has 
through its efforts to unionize the printing 
and publishing offices in its locality been 
assailed by the Republican News Publish- 
ing Company with a sweeping injunction 
and a suit for damages to the amount of 
$50,000; and 

WHEREAS, These proceedings are 
backed by the Manufacturing Association 
of Hamilton, Ohio, who seek by these 
means to destroy the independent spirit 
of trade union affiliation of the Council; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor that 
the incoming Executive Council be and is 
directed to render such aid as may in its 
judgment be warranted by the conditiors. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 198.— By Delegate J. T. 
B. B2dward of the Newport Central Labor 
Union : 

RESOLVED, That Central Labor Unions 
be allowed,' if they see fit, to refuse the 
admittance of delegates of any National 
or International Union allowing employers 
of labor into their organizations as active 
members, who also follow some trade or 
occupation other than that to which their 
union has direct jurisdiction over. 

Committee on Laws 

Resolution No. 199.— By Delegate John 
J. Casey of the Pennsylvania State Fed- 
eration: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor recommends and encourages the 
formation of city central labor unions and 
state federations; and 

WHEREAS, A great many national 
and international unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor are very in- 
different about the affiliation of their sub- 
ordinate unions with city central labor 
unions and state federations; and 

WHEREAS, As such indifference by na- 
tional and international unions and the 
non-affiliation of subordinate unions with 
city central bodies and state federations 
makes it embarrassing for those who en- 
deavor to comply with the wishes of the 
American Federation of Labor, and at the 
same time retards the progress of city 
central bodies and state federations; and 



WHEREAS, The burdens intended for 
the many have to be borne by the few 
financially and otherwise; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That Article XII, Section 2 
of the Constitution be amended by strik- 
ing out the word "instruct" on line 3 of 
said article and insert "make it obligatory 
on the part of." 

Committee on Laws. ^_ 

Resolution No. 200.— By Delegate John J. 
Casey of the Pennsylvania State Federa- 
tion: 

WHEREAS, Persons advocating the pur- 
chase of union label goods are often em- 
barrassed by being requested to produce the 
union label on goods purchased by them- 
selves, and not being able to do so, through 
no fault of theirs, as the American Fed- 
eration of Labor paper label is partiy re- 
sponsible for this, as it is easily removed 
from the article it is originally placed on. 
by dampness and otherwise; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
struct the officers in charge of the American 
Federation of Labor label to discontinue the 
use of the paper label, where possible, and 

f>rocure a cloth label, which can be sewed 
nto the articles It Is placed on, such as 
suspenders, neckties, etc. 
Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 201.— By Delegate P. F. 
Murphy of the National Alliance Bill Post- 
ers and Billers: 

WHEREAS, Bryan & Co., bill posters at 
Cleveland, Ohio, have declared themselves 
as opposed to organized labor, and have 
also disrupted our local union in that city; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the said Bryan & Co. 
of Cleveland, Ohio, be placed upon the 
"We do not patronize list" of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 202.— By Delegate A. M. 
Swartz of Iron City Central Trades Council, 
of Pittsburgh, Pa.: 

WHi&tEAS, Much dissatisfaction exists 
in various localities and cities throughout 
the United States and Canada on account 
of the action of the officers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in trying to pre- 
vent the organization of all carpenters and 
joiners into one organization, through their 
sending circular letters and other printed 
matter to the various Central Bodies and 
International and other organizations, ask- 
ing them to assist the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers International Association to or- 
ganize unions In localities wnere the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
have established an organization, and are 
maintaining the principles and objects of 
the Trade Union movement by creating 
better conditions, the shorter work day, 
and higher wages for its members; 

WHEREAS, Said circular letters are 
prone to create discord, and intended to 
create rival organizations of said trade or 
craft, and bring about still further dissatis- 
faction in the various localities, and are 
not in true harmony with Uie true spirit 
of organization and will tend to bring 
disruption to the entire movement in said 
localities; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the members of 
the Iron City Central Trades Council of 
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Pittsburg, Pa., do not approve of the action 
of the officers of the American Federation 
of Labor in sending such circular letters 
to the organizations represented, and re- 
quest that your honorable body also dis- 
approve of the same, and take such action 
as will prevent any further interference 
wifrh the autonomy of any organization in 
the establishment of their organization 
along said lines. 

Committee on Executive Council's Re- 
port. 

Resolution No. 203.— By Delegate George 
W. Williams of the International Stereo- 
typers and Electrotypers Union: 

WHEREAS. Printed matter bearing no 
evidence of being the product of union 
labor has appeared In this hall; and 

WHEREAS, We believe it to be consis- 
tent with our declaration of principles that 
such appearance should be prevented; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That a committee of three 
(3) be appointed to examine each lot of 
printed matter presented for distribution 
in this ball, and allow none to appear that 
does not bear the union label of the print- 
ing trades. 

Committee on Label. 

Resolution No. 204.— By Delegate Walter 
Macarthur of San Francisco Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, Mongolian and other Asiatic 
cheap labor is a detriment not only to the 
progress of the American workers, but to 
that of the nation as a whole; and 

WHEREAS, Strenuous efforts are now 
being made in the* Philippine Islands by 
nearly all of the representatives of Euro- 
pean capital and by some representatives 
of American capital to open these islands 
to Chinese coolie labor, which must inev- 
itably lead, not only to the lowering of the 
already small wages of the Filipino work- 
ers, but ultimately to the crowding out 
of the native workmen and native business 
men by Chinese; and 

WHEREAS, In the Hawaiian Islands, 
out of a population of about 160,000, there 
are 70,000 Japanese, 25,700 Chinese; and 
of late Koreans, who are Chinese in physi- 
cal characteristics and customs, are being 
brought in, the purpose of the Hawaian 
Sugar Planters' Association being to im- 

Sort in the near future 10.000 of such 
Koreans as an experiment, who (as at pres- 
ent there is already a large surplus of 
Mongolian labor in these Islands — labor 
which is gradually finding its way to the 
mainland of the United States, especially 
to the Pacific coast states) will come to our 
country, the Hawaiian Islands being thus 
used as a bridge to bring cheap Mongolian 
labor into the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Chinese and Japanese, espe- 
cially the latter, are rapidly driving to des- 
titution and extinction the native Hawa- 
ians, and driving out of the islands the 
few white mechanics, the few small white 
settlers and the small white business men, 
leaving the islands in full control by the 
Hawaiian Sugar Planters' Association, a 
concern controlled by a few men of great 
wealth; and 

WHEREAS, The Census of 1900 shows 
that the Japanese population of the United 
States, exclusive of the Japanese in the 
Philippine and Hawaiian Islamds, has 



grown from 2,039 in 1890 to 24,326 in 1900, 
of which number 22,001 were located in 
the states of California, Washington, Ore- 
gon, Montana and Idaho, where their dis- 
astrous competition in many callings has 
inflicted great injury on the American 
workers; especially since 1900 their num- 
bers in these states have steadily in- 
creased; and 

WHEREAS, Increased machine produc- 
tion in Japan is displacing in larger and 
larger numbers hand labor, which hand 
labor, in the overcrowded condition of that 
country, where 45,000,000 persons are sit- 
uated in 148,742 square miles, only 11 per 
cent of which is arable land, is eager to 
emigrate and willing to work at any wages, 
in Japan now wages of laborers being 18 
cents per day and of mechanics from 20 
to 50 cents per day; and 

WHEREAS, The Japanese, by adopting 
our forms of dress only outwardly conform 
to the western standard of civilization, in 
their customs and morals remaining essen- 
tially Japanese, that is, men of a lower 
standard of morals, of a lower standard of 
wages, men of a race that has never as- 
similated with the Caucasians, but which 
race has always pulled down, and pulled 
down irresistibly, the men of the Cau- 
casian race that have been forced into 
contact with men of the Mongolian race; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that it deem it absolutely 
necessary for the preservation and ad- 
vancement of the natives of the Philippine 
and Hawaiian Islands, to whom the Amer- 
ican government has made solemn pledges 
of protection, that the Chinese Exclusion 
Art be made to apply to the Japanese and 
Koreans and other Asiatic Mongolian labor, 
also that the present Chinese Exclusion 
Act continue in full force in the Philippine 
and Hawaiian Islands-; and further 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council is hereby required to Instruct 
the Legislative Committee to have intro- 
duced In congress a bill embodying the 
spirit of these resolutions. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 205.— By Delegate J. O. 
White of the Riggers' Protective Union, 
10,315: 

WHEREAS, We, the Riggers' Protective 
Union, No 10,315, of Boston, Mass., object 
to the movement taken by the Iron Struct- 
ure Union of Boston; 

RESOLVED That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor take legal steps to 
prevent the Iron Structure Union from 
doing legal work, and taking the work of 
the Riggers' Protective Union and debar- 
ring the riggers from the rights to which 
they are justly entitled; and be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
take immediate steps in this matter and 
prove to the Iron Structure Union that 
they are acting unfairly with unionism. 

Co\nmittee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 206.— By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn: 

WHEREAS, There is constant turmoil 
and conflict be tween the Amalgamated 
Woodworkers of America and the Brother 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America as to the right, ju- 
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rlsdictJon and control of the latter organi- 
zation to do the work, which of right be- 
longs to It; and 

WHEREAS, We have seen the evil ef- 
fects of allowing the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers to do painting, hard wood finish- 
ing and decorating inasmuch as the long 
hours and small wages paid to the members 
of the Amalgamated Woodworkers, which 
is practically nine and ten hours all over 
the country, and wages from twenty to 
thirty per cent less — will compel the paint- 
ers now belonging to the Brotherhood to 
return to longer hours and shorter wages, 
gradually forcing the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, hard wood finishers and decorators to 
compete with men working in the various 
shops; and 

WHEREAS, The work done on buildings 
and for buildings comes into open compe- 
tition with men now having the eight hour 
day and pretty generally a minimum rate 
of wages of three dollars, as against a 
much lower rote paid to the Amalgamated 
Woodworkers; therefore 

RESOLVED, That our right to work 
and absolute jurisdiction and control over 
all painting, decorating, hardwood finishing 
and kindred trades as now enumerated in 
its constitution be sustained and conceded; 
and 

WHEREAS, The contract entered iuto 
between the Amalgamated Woodworkers 
and the Brotherhood of Painters, Decora- 
tors and Paperhangers on March 3, 1903, 
has been violated in various cities, particu- 
larly so in Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Bos- 
ton and Chicago*; therefore 

RESOLVED, That this Convention shall 
concede to us all work which is now given 
to us in our charter by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 207.— By Delegates of In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Bookbinders: 

WHEREAS, The attention of President 
Roosevelt, Secretary of Commerce and La- 
bor, Cortelyou, and Public Printer Palmer 
has been called to the employment in the 
bindery of the Government printing office 
of one William A. Miller as assistant fore- 
man; and 

WHEREAS, Said William A. Miller has 
been proved by affidavits and court rec- 
ords in our possession to be a bigamist. 
Kerjurer, defaulter and one totally unfit to 
e in charge of working people; and 

WHEREAS, The attention of the public 
officials above referred to has been called 
to seven violations of civil service rules 
and two violations of revised statutes (all 
of which violations demand instant dis- 
missal from the service) by said William 
A. Miller; and 

WHEREAS, President Roosevelt has de- 
clared the charge of personal unfitness of 
William A. Miller to be one of "routine 
matter of administrative detail;" and 

WHEREAS. We regard the continued re- 
tention of William A. Miller in the gov- 
ernment employ to be a menace to pro- 
duction of creditable work because of dis- 
satisfaction with his methods as foreman; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in convention assembled, 
hereby petitions President Roosevelt to ex- 
amine into the affidavits and testimony 
submitted by Local Union No. 4, Interna- 



tional Brotherhood cf Bookbinders to Pub- 
lie Printer Palmer, and upon verification 
to immediately remove him, William A. 
Miller, from the government service. 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 208— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of the Federal Labor Union. 0482: 

WHEREAS, There exists a controversy 
between the Boot and Shoe Workers' Un- 
ions of St. Louis and the general officers 
of the Boot and Shoe Workers' Union, 
whieh has resulted in the revocation of the 
charters of all the St. Louis local anions, 
nine in number, involving over 1900 mem- 
bers; 

WHEREAS, The Central Trades and La- 
bor Union of St. Louis, by almost unani- 
mous vote, has gone on reeord that this 
controversy should be settled at the spe- 
cial Convention of the Boot and Shoe 
Workers' Union, to be held in January, 
1904; 

WHEREAS, This controversy will, if 
continued, work irreparable Injury, not 
only to the shoe workers, but to the en- 
tire trades union movement in St. Louis; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That a committee of five 
be appointed by this Convention to use 
their good offices to bring about a cessa- 
tion of hostility and a permanent solution, 
by amicable settlement of the controversy. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 209. — By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of the Federal Labor Union, 6482: 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fourth an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be held in St. Louis, Mo. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 210.— By Delegate Robert 
A. Callahan of Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployees, International Alliance and Bar- 
tenders' International League of America: 

WHEREAS, Questions affecting the all- 
important rights of trades jurisdiction, as 
set forth in the last annual report of the 
president of the American Federation of 
Labor, threatens the disruption of that 
magnificent body, representing two millions 
of industrialists; and 

WHEREAS, It is rapidly becoming ap- 
parent that an annual convention of one 
week's duration, supplemented by an exec- 
utive board composed of ten members, 
however ably constituted or conscientiously 
disposed, eannot continue much longer to 
discharge the enormous duties and respon- 
sibilities involved In the government of an 
organization so vast in numbers and far- 
reaehing in its influence; and 

WHEREAS, The surest remedy that sug- 
gests itself to meet the continually in- 
creasing governmental requirements of this 
vast body, would be the substitution of a 
congress for the present annual conven- 
tion with its brief session of one week 
only, said congress to be composed of rep- 
resentatives of the affiliated organizations 
clothed with legislative powers, author- 
ized to convene at stated yearly periods 
and to remain in session after the manner 
of the congress of the United States; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates of 
the Hotel and Restaurant Employes' In- 
ternational Alliance and Bartenders' In- 
ternational League of America, do recom- 
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mend to the American Federation of La- 
bor at this convention, the adoption of 
such resolutions as will provide for the 
creation of such a representative body as 
herein contemplated, so that this splendid 
organization shall fulfill the objects of its 
original inspiration, more thoroughly, ex- 
emplify in its methods the perfection of 
the American system of representative gov- 
ernment and become in the broadest sense 
a democracy of toil, the republic of labor. 

Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 211. — By Delegate Tan- 
quary of the Order of Railroad Telegraph- 

VV II ERE AS, The Order of Railroad Tel- 
egraphers on May 26, 1903, requested the 
Executive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to place the Atchison, To- 
peka & Santa Fe Railroad on the unfair 
list, and up to the present time our re- 

?;m»st has not been complied with; there- 
ore be it 

RESOLVED, that this Convention place 
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rail- 
road on the unfair list. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 212.— By Delegate Wm. G. 
Schardt of Chicago Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, There is a concerted move 
on the part of the employers to destroy 
the effectiveness of labor organizations by 
coercing the individual organizations to 
enter into agreements which will not per- 
mit them to aid any other organization by 
a sympathetic strike when such strike is 
necessary; and 

WHEREAS, If this move on the part 
of the employing element is allowed to go 
on unchecked, it will ultimately result in 
the hampering if not final destruction of 
these organizations; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the 
delegates of the American Federation of 
Labor in convention assembled, that our 
Constitution be amended to the effect that 
no organization affiliated shall in the fu- 
ture sign any agreement which shall pre- 
vent the sympathetic strike. 

Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 213.— By Delegates W. O. 
Powell, C. Harry Hoke, H. C. Buckley of 
Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
American Federation of Labor on April 24, 
1903, gave a decision on the jurisdiction 
dispute between the Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers' International Union and 
the United Garment Workers of America; 
and 

WHEREAS, In spite of the effort of 
President Gompers, the bodies Interested 
have failed to make an agreement with an 
object of carrying out the spirit of the 
decision of the Executive Council; be it 

RESOLVED, That the president appoint 
a referee to meet with three representa- 
tives of the United Garment Workers of 
America and a like committee of the Shirt, 
Waist and Laundry Workers' International 
Union, with an object of having an agree- 
ment made that will carry out the spirit 
of the decision of the Executive Council; 
and be it further 



RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
use every effort to advertise any agree- 
ment or decision in this matter. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 214.— By Delegate T. J. 
McKergue of Federated Trades Council, 
Janesville, Wis.: 

WHEREAS, The interests of the em- 
ploying class in every economic contests 
is safeguarded, defended and advanced by 
the present political party in favor; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that we recommend to our 
membership the discussion and study of 
such economic and politic issues as will 
tend to more closely unite our forces. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 215.— By Delegate Herman 
Lilien* of International Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers' Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The Great Lakes Tug and 
Dredging Association of Chicago, 111., hold- 
ing the contract for the construction for 
the foundation of a flusaing station which 
is to be a part of the great drainage sys- 
tem, has in the past month inaugurated a 
system which has for its purpose the over- 
throw of trades unionism and the destruc- 
tion of the eight hour day, the company 
having refused to recognize organized la- 
bor of any craft or pay the union rate of 
wages; and 

WHEREAS, The company refuses to 
treat with the representatives of organ- 
ized labor or submit to arbitration the 
questions in dispute in order that a strike 
which now exists on the work may be 
settled; and 

WHEREAS, Every other corporation, com- 
pany or individual in and about Chicago 
engaged in this class of work carries on 
such work under union conditions and 
therefore are forced to compete with the 
Great Lakes Company; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the delegates to the 
twenty-third annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, in regular 
meeting assembled, that the Great Lakes 
Tug and Dredging Association be declared 
unfair, and that its name be placed on the 
unfair list of this organization. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 216. — By International 
Association of Machinists: 

WHEREAS, Considerable dissatisfaction 
arises in central bodies owing to the fact 
that organizations with only a small num- 
ber of members are accorded the same 
representation as unions with a member- 
ship much greater; 

WHEREAS. Such conditions are not in 
accord with the fundamental principles of 
the American Federation of Labor, which 
bases its foundation on representation by 
taxation ; 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
structs its Committee on Law to draft 
suitable provisions, same to be incorpo- 
rated as a section in the laws governing 
central bodies, In order that local unions 
may be given the same rights as National 
and International Unions at the annual 
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sessions of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 217.— By Delegate A. E. 
Ireland of the International Association of 
Machinists: 

WHEREAS, The Palmer Manufacturing 
Company and the Williams' Cooperage Co. 
of Poplar Bluffs, Mo., locked out in all 
about 300 members of two Federal Labor 
Unions, because they refused to work last 
Labor Day; * 

WHEREAS, These unions have only 
been organized about nine months and 
therefore are not entitled to financial aid 
from the funds of the American Federation 
of Labor; 

WHEREAS, Representatives of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor have used their 
best endeavors to adjust this matter with 
the officials of the concerns in question, 
but with no results, the companies refus- 
ing to reinstate the men involved, stating 
that under no consideration would they 
allow a union man to enter their employ; 

RESOLVED, That this Convention ex- 
tend to its locked out members at Poplar 
Bluffs their hearty appreciation of the ef- 
forts that are being made by them to 
bring these antagonistic concerns to their 
proper senses, and that immediate steps 
be taken to place the product of the above 
mentioned companies on the "We Don't 
Patronize" list, and that some practical sup- 

r>ort be given to the locked out members 
n order that a complete victory can be 
speedily brought about. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 218.— By Delegate Edgar 
A. Perkins of the Indiana Federation of 
Labor: 

AVIiEREAS, The Allied Metal Mechanics 
have protested against the issuance of a 
charter by the executive council of the 
American Federation of Labor to the Saw 
Grinders' Union of Indianapolis, claiming 
jurisdiction over the men working at this 
branch of the saw making industry; be it 

RESOLVED, That the executive council 
be instructed to grant a charter to the 
saw grinders, conditioned on the sanction 
of the Saw Smiths' International Union. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 219.— By Delegate E. C. 
Berry of the Tri-City Labor Congress: 

WHEREAS, In 1898 a strike took place 
at the Rock Island Arsenal, in order to 
prevent discrimination against organized 
labor; and 

WHEREAS, After a strike of two 
months' duration, an agreement was 
reached between the Secretary of War and 
the representatives of the organization In- 
volved, namely the International Associa- 
tion of Machinists, to the effect that all 
persons involved in said strike should be 
reinstated without discrimination: and 

WHEREAS, Said agreement has not 
been recognized by the commandant at the 
Rock Island Arsenal, many men who took 
part in said strike being still barred from 
said arsenal; 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
take up this matter at once, and demand 
of the President of the United States that 
the agreement entered into be carried into 



effect at once, and the- men Immediately 
reinstated. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 220.— By Delegate Jacob 
G. Hober of the International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on Horse 
Goods: 

WHEREAS, There are stili many states 
in the United States and provinces In Can- 
ada, where leather horse goods are manu- 
factured by convicts in the state institu- 
tions and prisons; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Interna- 
tional United Brotherhood of Leather 
Workers on horse goods is the only symbol 
of true unionism and skilled labor; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor re-endorse the label 
of the International United Broth- 
erhood of Leather Workers on horse 
goods and request all unionists, especially 
the different teamsters, locals affiliated, to 
demand said label when purchasing or us- 
ing horse goods; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor notify ail 
affiliated teamsters' locals of this resolu- 
tion. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 221.— By Delegate John 
McNeil, Ed. Fox and David Malloy of 
Boilermakers' and Iron Shipbuilders' : 

WHEREAS, We, the Brotherhood of 
Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders of Am- 
erica desire to call attention of the dele- 
gates to the fact that the bridge and struc- 
tural workers who are now affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor have se- 
cured their charter without notifying our 
organization of same, contrary to Article 
9, Section 11 of the constitution, that "No 
charter shall be granted by the American 
Federation of Labor to any national, inter- 
national, trade or federal labor union 
without a positive and clear definition of 
the trade jurisdiction claimed by the appli- 
cant, and the charter shall not be granted 
If the jurisdiction claimed is a trespass 
on the jurisdiction of existing affiliated 
unions, without the written consent of 
such unions." And believing the above 
section has not been lived up to, and 
knowing the advisability of a thorough un- 
derstanding necessary between our craft 
and structural workers, we desire to have 
the Convention call a meeting of a com- 
mittee from the Boilermakers and Struct- 
ural workers to be held in order to draw 
up a demarkation line for both trades; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates assem- 
bled authorize a meeting to be held in the 
city of Chicago as above described, no 
later than December 1, 1903, and that a 
representative from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be present at the meeting. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 222. — By Delegates John 
McNeil, Ed. Fox. Thos. Flynn and David A. 
Malloy, of Boilermakers and Iron Ship- 
builders: 

WHEREAS, We, the Boilermakers and 
Iron Shipbuilders, request that all lodges 
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of boilermakers and Iron shipbuilders' help- 
ers now under the jurisdiction of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor be turned over 
to the Brotherhood of Boilermakers and 
Iron Shipbuilders. By those helpers hold 
ing their charters from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor we, the boilermakers, 
have not the control over them in time of 
trouble with our employers necessary to 
make a success of our movement. We 
also contend that owing to the apprentice 
system in our trade being opposed by our 
employers, the helpers are practical men 
under instruction who are helpers today 
and will be boilermakers tomorrow. Con- 
sequently we claim they are part of our 
family and should be under the jurisdic- 
tion of our organization; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That all boilermakers and 
iron shipbuilders' helpers now holding 
their charters from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be turned over to the Broth- 
erhood of Boilermakers and Iron Ship- 
builders; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all charters Issued In 
the future to boilermakers and iron ship- 
builders' helpers must be secured from the 
Brotherhood of Boilermakers and Iron 
Shipbuilders of America. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 223.— By Delegate L .W. 
Quick of the Order of Railroad Telegraph- 
ers: 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Street and Electrical Railway Em- 
ployes have admitted railroad telegraphers, 
working as such to their organization; and 

WHEREAS, Such employes rightfully be- 
long to the Order of Railroad Telegraphers; 
and 

WHEREAS, Every endeavor has been 
made by the Order of Railroad Telegraph- 
ers to amicably adjust the matter by the 
appointment of a committee which met a 
like committee from the Amalgamated As- 
sociation of Street and Electrical Railway 
Employes, but who were unsuccessful in 
accomplishing anything in this direction; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Amalgamated As- 
sociation of Street and Electrical Railway 
Employes be and are hereby instructed 
and directed to turn over the membership 
of such railroad telegraphers to the Order 
of Railroad Telegraphers and to, in the 
future, refrain from admitting railroad 
telegraphers into their organization. 

Committee on Grievances 

Resolution No. 224. — By Delegates John 
McNeil, Ed. Fox, Thos. Flynn and David 
iJalloy, of Boilermakers and Iron Ship- 
builders: 

WHEREAS, The United Metal Workers' 
International Union have been encroaching 
and endeavoring to further encroach upon 
the work of the Brotherhood of Boiler- 
makers and Iron Shipbuilders of America 
with impunity and disregard for the prin- 
ciples of trade unionism and the doctrines 
of organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, The members of said or- 
ganization are taking the places of the 
members of the Brotherhood of Boiler- 
makers and Iron Shipbuilders with longer 
hours of toil and less wages; and 

WHEREAS, Said United Metal Workers' 
International Union are doing the work not 



granted to them in their charter, they are 
now doing work in the city of Chicago, 
State of Illinois, such as building and 
erecting breechings, smoke consumers, 
brewery vats, coal hoppers, ash pans, and 
tanks of every description, leaving our 
craft virtually nothing; that they are not 
in direct competition with us; and 

WHEREAS, Said United Metal Workers' 
International Union are now working at 
the following shops: Goetz & Flodin Cop- 
ber & Iron Works, 109 Chicago avenue; 
Herman Steer Mnfg. Co., 552-560 N. Hal- 
stead street; Link Belt Machinery Co., 
39th street and Stewart avenue; and 

WHEREAS, Members of United Metal 
Works International Union are now erect- 
ing coal hoppers on a job at Canal and 
14th streets, ash pans at Kingsbury and 
Michigan streets, tanks at Citizens' Brew- 
ery, Archer avenue and Main street, the 
iron used on all such work running as high 
as five-eighths of an inch thick; and 

WHEREAS, These men received at the 
rate of 25 cents per hour, 9 hours a day, 
and boiler makers receive on same work 
40 cents per hour and 8 hours a day, the 
ratio applying on work in shops; and 

WHEREAS, The Metal Bosses' Associa- 
tion of the city of Chicago have always 
showed a tendency to employ the cheapest 
labor; be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-third Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor assembled that it revoke the charter 
of the United Metal Workers' International 
Union, they showing by their action that 
they are working to the detriment of the 
principles of organized labor. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 225.— By Delegate J. 
Frank O'Hare of Printing Pressmen and 
Assistants* 

WHEREAS, The Allied Printing Trade 
Council of Boston and the various printing 
trade councils throughout the United 
States and Canada are endeavoring to have 
the label of the Allied Printing Trades 
Council placed on all printed books used in 
the public schools throughout the country; 
and 

WHEREAS, We believe that every union 
man and woman should lend aid towards 
the success of this movement; 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor endorses the movement, and 
the secretary is hereby requested to com- 
municate with the secretaries of all na- 
tional bodies and central labor unions af- 
filiated with the American Federation of 
Labor and request them to assist in mak 
ing the movement a success. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 226.— By Delegate J. 
Barnes of Cigarmakers' International 
Union: 

RESOLVED, That the Constitution be 
amended as follows: By adding to section 
1, article 9, "provided that no lobby com- 
mittee shall be maintained or money ap- 
propriated for such purpose." 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 227.— By Delegates An- 
drew C. Hughes and J. A Cable of Coopers 
International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Ballard and Ballard 
Flour Milling Co. of Louisville, Ky., whose 



Digitized by 



Googk 



146 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



president is also president of the Louis- 
ville Manufacturers' Association, whose 
methods in dealing with organized labor 
is counterpart with utterances and actions 
of President Parry of that Association; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Coopers' International 
Union has placed this firm on the unfair 
list; 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to 
the American Federation of Labor, in con- 
vention assembled, do hereby heartily en- 
dorse the attitude of the coopers in the 
struggle and determine to give them the 
loyal support of organized labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 228.— By Delegate John 
W. Browning of the Meadville, Pa., Cen- 
tral Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The progress of organiza- 
tion is retarded through the indiscrimi- 
nation of race, etc.; be it 

RESOLVED, That we recommend that 
more attention be paid to the usefulness of 
the worker and a more thorough under- 
standing reached of the consequences of 
retarding the movement and producing a 
condition where possible competition may 
exist. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 229.— By Delegate James 
Savadge of Mercer County Central Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Church and 
School Furniture Co. has discharged all or- 
ganized labor formerly employed by said 
company; and 

WHEREAS, Committees from the Mercer 
County Central Labor Union have made 
numerous attempts to adjust the difficulty; 
and 

WHEREAS, The said company has ig- 
nored all offers and refused to recognize 
any labor organization; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-third an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in session assembled, de- 
clares this said New Jersey Church and 
School Furniture Co. of Trenton, N. J., un- 
fair to organized labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 230. — By Delegate James 
Savadge of Mercer County Central Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The corporation known as 
John A. Roebling & Sons Co., has refused 
to recognize organized labor and has used 
every means to disrupt the labor unions of 
the building trades section; and 

WHEREAS, The said corporation is now 
having their work done entirely by cheap 
and non-union labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Mercer County Central 
Labor Union has used every honorable 
means to have the said corporation place 
union men in its employ and have been ig- 
nored ; 

RESOLVED. That this twenty third an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor declare the John A. Roebling 
& Sons Co. unfair to organized labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 231.— By Delegate B. F. 
Healey of Vermont. 

WHEREAS, The labor movement in our 
state is now in its infancy and that the 



sentiment of the wage earners Is in such 
a condition that an organizer coming from 
the American Federation of Labor would 
be of great advantage to us; and 

WHEREAS, As our wage earners are 
cosmopolitan and in need of organization; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Count*!! 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
Instructed to send to the state of Vermont 
an organizer able to speak the Polish and 
English languages. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 232.— By Delegate W. S. 
•Harris of Savannah Trades and Labor As- 
sembly: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor request of every National 
union to incorporate into their constitu- 
tion a law compelling ail the local unions 
affiliated to attach themselves to the city 
central body where they are located. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 233.— By Delegate John 
Keyes .of Shipwrights' Union: 

WHEREAS, The system of electing our 
federal officers is not in conformity with 
the spirit of the voice of the people, being 
heard; be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention be 
placed on record as being in favor of the 
election of president, vice-president, and 
all the officers making up the cabinet be 
by the direct vote of the people; further- 
more be it 

RESOLVED, That the supreme judges, 
the attorney-general and senators of the 
several states be elected by a direct vote 
of the people. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 234. — By Delegate James 
H. Cunliffe of International Association of 
Glass House Employes: 

WHEREAS, There are in the neighbor- 
hood of 5000 unorganized men in the glass 
factories of the United States; and. 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Glass House Employes is not finan- 
cially able to place an organizer in the field 
to thoroughly organize these men; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of labor at this twenty-third annual 
convention at Boston, Mass., place an or- 
ganizer In the field for a period of eight 
mouths to more thoroughly organize the 
International Association of Glass House 
Employes. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 235.— By Delegate Mike J. 
Donovan of the Pawtucket, R. 1., Central 
La')or Union : 

WHEREAS, By a division of the Execu- 
tive Council of the Federation of Labor 
the Insurance Agents' Unions of this coun- 
try have been refused American Federation 
of Labor charters, on the untenable ground 
that insurance agents are not wage work- 
ers: be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention recog- 
nize the Insurance Agents as wage-workers 
and order the Executive Council to grant 
them charters. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 236.— By Delegate James 
F. Carey of Boot and Shoe Workers: 
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RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to 
the American Federation of Labor, in con- 
vention assembled, declare for the collec- 
tive ownership and operation of the means 
tof production and distribution and the 
right of the workers to the full product of 
their labors. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 237.— By Delegate An- 
drew Furuseth of International Seamen s 
Union: , - , * 

WHEREAS, Our greed for sovereignty 
over the country through which the inter- 
oceanic canal must pass has already caused 
this country to disregard the sovereignty 
of sister republics in Central America; 

WHEREAS, The building of such a canal 
must inevitably lead to the annexation of 
all the territory between our Mexican bor- 
der and such canal in order that it may 
be at all times defended; therefore 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor emphatical- 
ly protest against the building of such a 
canal as inevitably leading to such inter- 
ference. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 238.— By Delegate W. S. 
Harris of Savannah Trades Association: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor appoint a special organ- 
izer to organize the coast district of the 
state of Georgia, and that he be a resident 
of that district who understands the con- 
ditions. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution 239.— By Delegate Jno. J. Mor- 
ris of Amalgamated Glass Workers' Inter- 
national Association: 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Glass 
Workers' International Association of 
America has made every effort to bring 
about a settlement of the strike in the es- 
tablishments of the Metropolitan Mirror 
Manufacturers' Association of New York 
citv, the J. B. Mason & Co., the Louis- 
ville Silveripg and Beveling Co. of Louis- 
ville, Ky., the Pittsburg Plate Glass Co., 
the Cincinnati Silvering and Beveling Co., 
and the Western Silvering and Beveling 
Co. in Cincinnati; 

WHEREAS, These firms absolutely re- 
fuse to grant our demands and recognize 
the Amalgamated Glass Workers' Interna- 
tional Association of America; therefore be 

it 

RESOLVED, That the above-named firms 
be placed on the unfair list of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 240.— By Delegates W. O. 
Powell, H. C. Buckley and C. Harry Hoke 
of Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers' In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, The Shirt, Waist and Laun- 
dry Workers' International Union has en- 
deavored to organize the shirt-making and 
laundry trade, and to create a demand for 
Its union label; and 

WHEREAS, President Samuel Gompers 
and the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor have, by their assis- 
tance, which is highly appreciated, made 
it possible for the Shirt, Waist and Laun- 
dry Workers' International Union to send 



out organizers in different cities of the 
United States to organize new locals and 
to strengthen those in existence, also to 
agitate for its union label; and 

WHEREAS, It is absolutely necessary 
for the Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers' 
International Union to again send out an 
other organizer, but the organizing fund 
is so limited that it cannot afford to do 
this of itself; therefore, that the Shirt, 
Waist and Laundry Workers' International 
Union be placed on a substantial footing; 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in its twenty-third annual 
convention request the Executive Council to 
assist the Shirt, Waist and Laundry Work- 
ers' International Union in sending out an 
organizer in the field for a time not to ex- 
ceed four months. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 241.— By Delegate Charles 
Lavln of Central Labor Union, Wilkes- 
barre, Pa.: 

WHEREAS, There are many local unions 
of national and international organization 
not affiliated with the nearest central body 
as provided for in the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor, and as the 
apathy or neglect on the part of those local 
unions should be taken notice of by the 
parent bodies; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That national and Interna- 
tional unions do incorporate in their con- 
stitutions a clause to tne effect that any 
local union not In good standing in the 
nearest central when possible shall also be 
considered delinquent to its national or In- 
ternational body, thereby harmonizing with 
the fundamental principles of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 242.— By Delegates Otto 
GaesteL Louis Kemper, E. F. Ward, Fred 
Lapp of International Union United Brew- 
ery Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Union or 
the United Brewery Workmen was char- 
tered in the year of 1886 under the title 
"Journeymen Brewers' Union;" and 

WHEREAS, On March 4th, 1887, on ap- 
plication of the Brewery Workers' Union 
a new charter was issued to said body un- 
der the title of "United Brewery Workers 
Union of the United States," thereby ex- 
tending their jurisdiction over all em- 
ployes of breweries; and 

WHEREAS, The official booklet of the 
American Federation of Labor entitled, 
"Instructions to Organizers," contains the 
following in reference to the International 
Union of United Brewery Workers of Am- 
erica, viz.: "All brewery workers are eligi- 
ble to membership in this organization, 
with the exception of foremen, bosses and 
office help. Charters are granted to ten or 
more brewerey workers"; and 

WHEREAS, The Brewery Workers have 
since the issuing of said charter, organized 
all branches of the brewing industry, in- 
cluding brewers, drivers, bottlers, freight 
handlers, malsters, engineers, firemen, sta- 
blemen, oilers and helpers, in fact all help 
not excepted, as per instructions to organ- 
izers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
convention that the jurisdiction granted by 
charter issued March 4th, 1887, and since 
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extended in order to cover all America, be 
hereby reaffirmed and permanently estab- 
lished. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 243.— By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth of International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Brick, Tile 
and Terra Cotta Workers Alliance was 
forced to declare a strike against the Har- 
bison & Walker Refractory Co. with office 
located In Pittsburg, Pa., to protect its 
5000 members working for said company; 
and 

WHEREAS, This company has refused 
to consider at any time the grievances of 
its employees before or after said strike 
was called, and like the immortal Baer 
said, there was nothing to consider or ar- 
bitrate, but robbed the slums of Europe 
and America of their denizens and brought 
them into the mountains of Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and Kentucky, protected them by 
high board fences and coal and iron po- 
lice; and 

WHEREAS, The International Brick, 
TUe and Terra Cotta Workers' Alliance 
has appealed to all organized labor for 
their moral and financial assistance, said 
appeal being indorsed by the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of La- 
bor: 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that all 
organized labor and affiliated organizations 
are hereby again requested to render such 
assistance as lies within their power to 
give to the International organization in 
this their light for liberty and justice 
against the Harbison & Walker Refractory 
Company. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 244.— By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth of International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cottaa Workers: 

RESOLVED, by the twenty-third annual 
Convention of this Federation that when- 
ever members of more than one organiza- 
tion are employed in any workshop and 
when a member of one organization secures 
work coming under the jurisdiction of 
another organization it is the sense of this 
Federation that in such cases there be 
adopted an exchange of cards between 
these organizations and the Executive 
Council is hereby requested to use its good 
offices with such organizations to adopt 
such rule. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 245. — By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth of International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers: 

WHEREAS, The Harbison & Walker 
Refractories Company, manufacturers of 
fire brick In the states of Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio and Kentucky, with 
brick plants located in the following 
named cities, namely — Grampian, Clear- 
field, Woodland, Phillipsburg, Rjetort;, 
Blnndbnry, Mill Hall, Lock Haven, Monu- 
ment, Fahrendvillc, Flemington, Mount 
Union, Pittsburg, Johnstown, Dean, 
Faunce. Morgan Run, Queen's Run, Bene- 
zett. Clarion and Marshall, Pa.; Ports- 
mouth. Sciotoville and South Webster, 
Ohio; Fire Brick and Olive Hill. Ken- 
tucky; discharge the officers of the Brick 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' Union for 



no other reason than being members of 
said unions; and 

WHEREAS, The International Brick 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers* Alliance 
was forced to declare a strike against tills 
company to protect its locai union and 
members thereof, who are now on strike 
for seven (7) months and need the assist- 
ance of all organized labor In their battle 
for liberty against the tyrannical action 
of this company who claim that its em- 
ployes have no right to belong to a labor 
organization, but requests that they patron- 
ize the company store and live In the com- 
pany houses* and 

WHEREAS, Said company has refused 
to meet any committee of the above named 
organization, Civic Federation or other la- 
bor organizations, to effect a settlement; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-third annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, held in the city of Boston, that all 
brick manufactured by the Harbison- Wal- 
ker Refractories Co. are hereby declared 
unfair. The following are the brands 
used on the fire brick: Benezett, Roman 
Italics, Bridge Blocks, Clarion, No. 2 Sar, 
Crown Ring Wall, Bolton File, Bevel Cor- 
ner, Square Cover, Arch Cover, Seemans 
Shapes, Woodland, Ky Steel, Solid Crown, 
Steel Crown, Jenkins, Anglo Saxon, (SI, 
G2, G3, G4, Al, A2, A3, A4, E, A & B, 
G-A15, A20, 18A15, 18a20, 20al5, 15al5, 
P J P, Chrome, Magnesia, Silicia. All 
pressed brick are branded Anglo Saxon, 
R Jenkins, Franklin, Crown, Sligo, Steel, 
Crown, Soim Crown. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
request all affiliated organizations not to 
handle or use any of the above named 
brands manufactured by the Harbison- 
Walker Refractories Company and place 
said company on the "We Don't Patronize" 
list of the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 246.— By Delegate R. E. 
Currie of Utah Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Western Federation Is 
making wonderful strides in our state in 
organizing the unorganized classes and 
taking from us unions that we believe be- 
long to us, and all due to the fact that 
the Western Federation of Labor has paid 
organizers in the field, and we believe we 
are justified in asking the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to place a paid organizer 
in Utah to be named by the Utah Federa- 
tion of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That a paid organizer be 
appointed for the state of Utah for six 
months, to be recommended by the Utah 
Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 247. — By Delegate George 
E. Vincens of Central Labor Union of 
Springfield, Mass.: 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be and is hereby directed to order 
a» organizers of the American Federation 
of Labor to give their special attention to 
the work of organizing the tobacco strip- 
pers of the United States and Canada. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 248.— By Delegate George 
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W. Brandon of Trades and Labor Council 
of Leavenworth. Kansas: 

WHEREAS, The question of jurisdic- 
tion has arisen between United Mine 
Workers' Union of America (Local 1838) 
and the International Union of Steam En- 
gineers (Local No. 65) of Leavenworth, 
Kansas; and 

WHEREAS, The trades and labor coun- 
cil of that city have seen fit to sustain the 
engineers in a grievance brought before 
that body in the form of a resolution by 
adopting same and asking United Mine 
Workers to rescind their action, being con- 
trary to the principles and rulings of the 
American Federation of Labor; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That we, petition the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, in convention 
here assembled, to sustain the trades and 
labor council of Leavenworth, Kansas, in 
their stand taken against the encroachment 
of one trade on another. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 249.— By Delegate Geo. C. 
Campbell of Tri-City Labor Congress of 
Clinton and Lyons, la., and Fulton, 111.: 

WHEREAS, For a number of years the 
American Federation of Labor has at con- 
siderable expense kept at each session of 
Congress a lobby at Washington, D. C, in 
the interest of the working class, and al- 
though some benefits have been derived, 
yet not as much as would have been if can- 
didates for Congress and state legislatures 
had been questioned and pledged, if elected, 
to support certain measures in which wage 
workers are vitally interested; and 

WHEREAS, In the State of Iowa, where 
such questions and pledging has been done, 
candidates have been elected favorable to 
legislation in behalf of the working people; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention rec- 
ommends the selection by each central 
body in every State of our Union of a com- 
mittee on law and legislation, ^whose duty 
it shall be to submit questions to candi- 
dates as to how they will vote on ques- 
tions affecting labor, and give publicity to 
the same, to the end that candidates elect- 
ed who violate their pledges may be buried 
in the political oblivion they deserve; and 
be It further 

RESOLVED, That this convention sug- 
gests to central bodies that, where funds 
will admit, they appoint a member of their 
body (to work in conjunction with legisla- 
tive committee of State branches) at State 
legislatures to work for the passage of 
such laws as shall be of benefit to the 
workers and the community, and approve 
a solid front to obnoxious legislation. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 250.— By Delegates Geo. 
Mackey and James F. FitzGerald of Paper 
Makers: 

WHEREAS, The paper makers of Hol- 
yoke, Mass., have lately ended a long and 
expensive struggle for, the betterment of 
the conditions of this craft in the city of 
Holyoke: and 

WHEREAS, This strike was of such long 
duration that it exhausted the treasury of 
the locals as well as the international; and 

WHEREAS, This organization has con- 
tracted an indebtedness of $8000, caused 
by the inability of our organization to take 



proper care of the 4500 members who were 
on strike; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Incoming Execu- 
tive Board of the American Federation of 
Labor do, and is hereby instructed to, ren- 
der all possible assistance both financially 
and morally. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 251.— By Delegate Harry 
Gorr of Oregon State Federation: 

WHEREAS, The Oregon State. Federa- 
tion of Labor and the Federated Trades 
Council of Portland, Oregon, did in times 
past request and recommend to the presi- 
dent and Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor the appointment 
of a paid organizer for Oregon, and their 
request and recommendation was acqui- 
esced in; and 

WHEREAS, Time and opportunity have 
proven the unfitness of the organizer so 
recommended and appointed, and the Ore- 
gon State Federation and the Federated 
Trades Council of Portland, Oregon, have 
by resolution requested the removal of this 
organizer by the president and Executive 
Council of the American Federation of La- 
bor without success; and 

WHEREAS, These efforts having been 
unsuccessful, the Oregon State Federation 
and Federated Trades of Portland, Oregon, 
have instructed the official representative 
of the Oregon State Federation to offer 
this resolution; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the president and Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor be Instructed to remove the pres- 
ent incumbent as organizer for the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor In Oregon, and 
that his certificate be revoked. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 252.— By Delegate Geo. 
E. VIncens of Central Labor Union of 
Springfield, Mass.: 

RESOLVED, That Art. XI be amended 
by striking out the word "five" in seventh 
line of section 1 and inserting "nine and 
one-half cents"; that there be added after 
word "lockout" in ninth line, section 1, 
"provided, however, that local trade 
unions and federal labor unions who do 
not care to enjoy the benefits of the de- 
fence fund shall only be required to pay 
one-half of one cent per member per 
month." 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 253.— By Delegate John 
Barrett of Trade and Labor Council of 
Lowell, Mass.: 

WHEREAS, In view of the fact that 
there are many thousands of mill opera- 
tives unorganized in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, namely, the cotton workers, wool- 
en workers, firemen, carpenters, engineers, 
fiainters, machinists and many other crafts 
n textile cities and towns; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates of 
the twenty-third annual convention, as- 
sembled in the city of Boston, do instruct 
our Incoming Executive Board to appoint 
an organizer conversant with the textile in- 
dustry to endeavor to organize these 
crafts. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 254.— By Delegates of In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Teamsters: 
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WHEREAS, There was of recent date a 
charter issued to the Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Expressmen of America by the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Said organization has by 
reason of accepting to membership therein 
drivers of teams, and by so doing have 
spread their influence to such an extent 
that all drivers engaged in similar work 
are intimidated and coerced Into joining 
said organization through its local unions, 
and furthermore, In several instances have 
completely disrupted several local unions 
that were affiliated with the former Team 
Drivers' International Union and the Team- 
sters National Union, and we fully agree- 
ing in the belief that all drivers of vehi- 
cles of any and all descriptions can and 
will have better protection through affilia- 
tion direct with the organization of their 
craft; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention in- 
struct the Brotherhood of Railway Ex- 
pressmen to at once issue transfer cards 
to all drivers who are now members there- 
of to the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters; and be It further 

RESOLVED, That this convention re- 
quest said brotherhood to conform to the 
laws of the American Federation of Labor, 
and the instructions of the Executive 
Council thereof in this matter. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 255.— By Delegates of In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Teamsters: 

WHEREAS, There Is known to exist 
and is affiliated with the American Feder- 
ation of Labor an organization known as 
the United Brewery Workmen of America; 
and 

WHEREAS, Said organization has issued 
charters to, and accepted to membership, 
local unions of beer wagon drivers, whose 
vocation is identical with that of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Teamsters; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that the inter- 
ests of all wage earning teamsters can 
best be conserved by and through affilia- 
tion with the organization of their craft; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That this convention take 
such action as will tend to compel the 
United Brewery Workmen's International 
Union and through their proper officials to 
instruct their local unions to surrender bv 
transfer card all drivers now members of 
said local unions to the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters; and be It fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the United Brewery 
Workmen's International Union be instruct- 
ed to cause such transfer cards to be is- 
sued at the very earliest possible date. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 256.— By Delegate H. S. 
Whitemau of Federal Labor Union No. 
10.334: 

WHEREAS, The Art Metal Construction 
Company of Jamestown, New York, on 
August 21st, 1903, locked out the members 
of Steel Cabinet Workers' Union, No. 7294, 
.Tapanners and Finishers' Union, No. 9039, 
and after repeated attempts on behalf of 
the American Federation of Labor to ad- 
just the difficulty, the Art Metal Construc- 
tion Company refused to treat In any man- 
ner with the Unions; and 



WHEREAS, The New York State Fed- 
eration of Labor and the Jamestown cen- 
tral body has endorsed the action of said 
unions in declaring the Art Metal Con- 
struction Company of Jamestown, N«jw 
York, unfair to organized labor; 

RESOLVED, That this Convention en- 
dorses the action of the New York State 
Federation of Labor and Jamestown cen- 
tral body and places the Art Metal Con- 
struction Company of Jamestown, New 
York on the unfair list of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 257. — By Delegate F. H. 
Murray and Charles Sold of Piano and 
Organ Workers' International Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The design of the label of 
the Piano and Organ Workers' Interna- 
tional Union of America has been changed 
since the last convention of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Piano and 
Organ Workers International Union of 
America was endorsed at previous conven- 
tions of the American Federation of La- 
bor as the label designating the product 
of union labor on pianos, organs and mu- 
sical instruments; be It 

RESOLVED, That the new design (a 
fac-siralle here reproduced) be endorsed 
by the American Federation of Labor as 
the only label on pianos, organs, and mu- 
sical Instruments (except brass instru- 
ments) indicative of union conditions. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 258.— By Delegates D. J. 
Downy, C. D. Wheeler, H. C. Kurtin, oC 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers' Inter- 
national Alliance: 

WHEREAS, The constitution of the 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers, Inter- 
national Alliance provides they shall have 
jurisdiction over branches of Sheet Metal 
work including coppersmiths; and 

WHEREAS, such claims of jurisdiction 
have been filed and allowed by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The United Metal Workers 
International Association have granted 
charters in Boston and elsewhere to cop- 
persmiths in direct violation of said claims 
of the Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers' 
National Alliance: therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the president of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to notify said United Metal Work- 
ers' Association to revoke the charters of 
said locals and all sheet metal workers ad- 
mitted to membership be required to af- 
filiate with the Sheet Metal Workers' In- 
ternational Alliance; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That in the event of the 
United Metal Workers' Association failing 
to comply therewith the charter of the 
United Metal Workers' Association shall 
be revoked by the American Federation ot 
Labor. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 259.— By Delegates P. .1. 
Downy, C. D. Wheeler, H. C. Kurtin of 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers Inter- 
national Alliance: 

WHEREAS, The members of Sheet 
Metal Workers Local Union No. 10 of New 
York City have been locked out for the 
past four mouths owing to their refusal 
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to sign the plan of arbitration submitted 
by their employers; and 

WHEREAS, President Gompers and 
Vice-Pres. Duncan visited New York for 
the purpose of investigating the conditions 
existing in the building trades and after 
a thorough investigation made the follow- 
ing recommendation on October 13, 1903, 

1. That the building trades unions 
which have either been locked out or have 
been on strike because of their refusal to 
sign the "plan of arbitration," agree there- 
to. (2) That the building trades unions 
which have signed the agreement insist 
upon the disbandment of such organiza- 
tions which have been instituted recently 
as rivals to the bona-flde and duly con- 
stituted unions of the trade. (3) That 
the unions affected exercise leniency 
and afford easy terms upon which 
those may return who were members 
and who have become members of rival 
organizations, and that those who have not 
been members of the bona-fide unions so 
affected may be afforded the opportunity 
of membership upon the same terms as 
other non-union applicants: (4) That the 
building trades unions, parties to the 
"plan of arbitration," meet by bona-fide 
representatives at regular times for the 
consideration of such matters as affect 
them and which tend to promote the gen- 
eral interests of the men in the building 
trades and to all labor; and 

WHEREAS, In compliance with the 
above recommendation of Pres. Gompers 
and Vice-Pres. Duncan, Local Union No. 
10 appointed a committee of five with full 

Eower to act in the settlement of the trou- 
le existing between the union and the Em- 
ployers' Association, and at a conference 
with a committee from Employers* Asso- 
ciation, Tuesday, October 30, 1903, a com- 
mittee from Local Union No. 10 submitted 
the proposition: that we would sign the 
arbitration plan as adopted by them July 
3d, 1903, and further, we would take back 
all members who had seceded from the 
union and place them on the records of 
the union as they were before seceding and 
take in the members of the new union 
who had not been members of Local Union 
No. 10 for the regular initiation fee of 
fifty dollars ($50.00), provided they could 
pass the examining board of the union; 
and 

WHEREAS, Said proposition was re- 
jected by the Employers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention of 
the American Federation of Labor endorse 
the recommendation of Pres. Gompers and 
Vice-Pres. Duncan and request the Execu- 
tive Officers of all national and interna- 
tional unions affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor to instruct those lo- 
cal unions in New York city who have 
signed the plan of arbitration to immedi- 
ately take steps to put said recommenda- 
tion in effect. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 260.— By Delegates P. 
McMahon, Frank B. Monaghan and J. J. 
Glass of International Union of Steam En- 
gineers: 

WHEREAS, The Cincinnati Central La- 
bor Union has refused to seat the delegates 
of Labor Union 18 of the International Un- 
ion of Steam Engineers in defiance of the 
repeated instructions of the Executive 



Council of the American Federation of La- 
bor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
Central Labor Union of Cincinnati is here- 
by revoked and withdrawn until such time 
as they seat the delegates from the above 
mentioned Local Union 18 of the Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies. 

Resolution No. 261.— By Delegate E. J. 
Roche of Central Labor Union of Wash- 
ington, D. C: 

WHEREAS, There exists in the Central 
Labor Union of Washington, D. C, a 
Building Trades section; aud 

WHEREAS, It became necessary to call 
out a number of trades connected with 
said section to protect several crafts in 
their attempts to further strengthen their 
locals and among the crafts called off in 
support were three local unions of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America; and 

WHEREAS, The local members of the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners have placed their men on this 
work; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that we 
condemn such action and we declare them 
strike breakers. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 262. — By Delegate James 
Sheehan of Milwaukee Federated Trades 
Council: 

WHEREAS, Food, raiment and shelter 
are the three fundamental essentials to the 
perpetuation of life itself; and 

WHEREAS, It so logically follows that 
those who control the means by which 
-these essentials are produced, and distrib- 
uted, control and shape the lives of the 
workers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That all of the means of 
production and distribution must be so- 
cially used in the joint interest of society 
as a whole. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 263.— By Delegate Wil- 
liam J. Looney of Bookbinders: 

WHEREAS, Considerable agitation has 
been carried on in reference to the ab- 
sence of the Allied Printing Trades Coun- 
cil union label on school aud college text 
books of the various cities and states; and 

WHEREAS, The confederation of the 
American Federation of Labor is now 
meeting in a city wherein the firms of 
Houghton & Mifflin, of the Riverside Press, 
The University Press and Ginn & Co., 
large manufacturers of these books, are 
located; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That a special committee 
of five be appointed to call on these firms 
to endeavor to have them organize their 
plants and use the union label on their 
product: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this committee re- 
port back to this Convention before ad- 
journment. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 264.— By Delegates of 
Clgarmakers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The firm of Boltz Clymer 
& Co., cigar manufacturers of Philadelphia, 
Pa., persists in employing strike breakers 
and have spurned all overtures looking to- 
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wards an amicable settlement of the diffi- 
culties between them And their late em- 
i)loyes, who are members of the Cigar 
tinkers* International Union of Amrica; 

WHEREAS, The said firm and its pro- 
ducts have been placed on the unfair list 
by the Cigarmakers International Union of 
America; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the firm of Boltz Cly- 
mer & Co., cigar manufacturers of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., be placed on the unfair list 
by the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 265.- -By Delegates E. J. 
O'Neill and S. G. Fosdick of Denver 
Trades Assembly: 

WHEREAS, It is our experience that In 
the city of Denver and vicinity there are 
at present existing unions claiming juris- 
diction by virtue of industrial organiza- 
tions which are affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, namely, Brew 
ery Workers, No. 44, Beer Drivers No. 58, 
Bottlers and Drivers No. 60; these said 
unions claiming jurisdiction over Engi- 
neers and Firemen to the detriment of the 
International Engineers' Union No. 1, also 
International Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen No. 140; and 

WHEREAS, Demand has been made 
upon Brewery Workers Unions for the sur- 
render of the engineers and firemen to 
their respective craft organizations; and 

WHEREAS, Such demand has been 
treated with contempt by said Brewerji 
Workers' Unions; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Denver Trades As- 
sembly, affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, that we request the Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor to settle at once and for all time the 
question of craft autonomy. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 266.— By Delegate John S. 
Henry of International Wood Carvers As- 
sociation: 

WHEREAS, Continued friction is oc- 
curring from time to time over jurisdiction 
of work; and 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Wood 
Workers have wood carvers in their or- 
ganization, thereby creating a dual organi- 
zation; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Amalgamated 
wood workers cease taking wood carvers 
into their organization and transfer all 
wood carvers in their organization at the 
time to the organization of their trade, 
The International Wood Carvers Associa- 
tion. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 267.— By Delegates G. A. 
Tveltmoe and F. G. Congenback of Ameri- 
can Brotherhood of Cementworkers: 

WHEREAS, The constitution of the Am- 
erican Brotherhood of Cementworkers, as 
approved by the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor, provides 
that all the cement and concrete construc- 
tion work and the framing for the same 
comes under the jurisdiction of the afore- 
said brotherhood; and 

WHEREAS, A large number of local ce- 
ment worker unions chartered by the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor prior to the or- 
ganization of the International Building 
Laborers Union were granted and have en- 



joyed for years the trade jurisdiction now 
conceded to the American Brotherhood of 
Cementworkers; and 

WHEREAS, The International Building 
Laborers Union and its locals, notably in 
the cities of Chicago and St. Louis nave 
encroached upon the trade jurisdiction con- 
ceded the American Brotherhood of Co- 
nsent workers: therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in its twenty-third annual 
convention regularly assembled that the 
International Building Laborers Union be 
and is hereby instructed to refrain from 
encroaching and to cause all Its local un- 
ions to cease trespassing upon the estab- 
lished and recognized trade jurisdiction as 
set forth In the constitution of the Ameri- 
can Brotherhood of Cementworkers, 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 268. — By Delegates James 
Duncan, F. J. Lyons, W. J. O'Brien of 
Granite Cutters' National Union: 

WHEREAS, The laborers and mechanics 
employed on government works since 1869 
have since 1872 been actively engaged in 
an effort to secure pay for overtime made 
by them in the belief that they would re- 
ceive pay for the same, and believing that 
these claims are perfectly just and well 
founded; it is therefore 

RESOLVED, That section two of the de- 
ficiency appropriation act, approved May 
18, 1872 (Seventeenth Statutes at Large, 

ftage 184), is hereby revived and continued 
n force and made applicable to all labor 
Serformed in excess of eight hours per 
ay by all laborers, workmen and mechan- 
ics employed by or on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of the United States since the l!)th 
day of May, 1861, the date of the procla- 
mation of the President concerning such 
pay; said claims to be adjudicated by the 
Court of Claims upon the basis prescribed 
in and by said section, and judgments to 
be rendered for extra pay in proportion to 
the increase of hours of labor wherever 
more than the legal day's work of eight 
hours was performed"; and 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, as a body, recommends to 
Congress the favorable consideration of 
these claims, and directs its officers or 
committees In charge of legislation to give 
their best efforts to the passage of legisla- 
tion having for its object the relief of 
these claims. 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 269. — By Delegate James 
Duncan of Granite Cutters National Union: 

RESOLVED, That the best interests of 
labor require the admission of women to 
full citizenship as a matter of justice to 
them, and as a necessary step towards 
ensuring and raising the scale of wages 
for all. 

Committee on Resolutlbns. 

Resolution No. 270.— By Delegates of 
International Typographical Union: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor believes that: 

(1). The voters of each state ought to 
have the power to submit constitutional 
amendments by petition to the referendum. 

(2). That the right of the people to 
change their constitution and enact laws 
by petition and vote, is a clear, unquos- 
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tlonahle and vital right, which must be 
attained before any reform of present con- 
ditions is possible. 

(3). That the present monopoly of the 
law-making business by the legislatures 
of the various states is the source of all 
the forms of monopoly that oppress labor 
and rob the public. 

Therefore the state branch of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor in each state 
is hereby instructed to petition the legis- 
lature for a change in the constitution, pro- 
viding for the submission to the people of 
constitutional amendments on petition of 
voters. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 271.— By Delegates of In- 
ternational Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, There is apparent division 
among the trade unions of the - West, 
which differences are largely caused by 
misunderstandings of the purpose of the 
American Federation of Labor to bring 
about solidarity in the trade union move- 
ment; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention elect 
a committee of three delegates to visit 
the next conventions of the organizations 
known as the American Labor union and 
the Western Federation of Miners for the 
purpose of bringing about an amalgamation 
of such organizations and their affiliated 
bodies with the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 272.— By Delegates Chas. 
E. Langlands, John M. Stephens of Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers: 

WHEREAS, An organization known as 
the National Building Trades Council of 
America, not affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, has laid claim to 
having proposed a fraternal affiliation with 
the American Federation of Labor, same 
having been ignored by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor do, through its proper offi- 
cers, endeavor to secure the affiliation of 
said National Building Trades Council, 
either, on a basis as proposed, or some other 
method, to the end that we have unity of 
all labor organizations, without which 
progress Is slow and justice and equality 
meted out by degrees. 

Committee on Building Trades. 

Resolution No. 273.— By Delegates John 
M. Stephens and Chas. E. Langlands of 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers: 

WHEREAS, In the past year organized 
labor in many of the large cities of the 
country have been grossly imposed upon 
by a number of carnival shows, who have 
through central bodies given exhibitions 
which have resulted disadvantageously to 
the movement wherever given, not only 
proving a financial loss, but in every in- 
stance dissension in the ranks; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED. By the Amt-rican Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, 
that the incoming Executive Council shall 
Issue an official letter to all central bodies, 
warning them against making contracts for 
exhibitions by these carnival shows, and 



the same be published in the Federationist, 
so that he who runs may read. 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 274.— By Delegate M. J. 
Vollmer of International Jewelry Workers 
of America: 

WHEREAS, The Manufacturers* Associa- 
tion of Jewelers and Silversmiths are in- 
fringing upon the rights and liberties of 
employes by prohibiting them from becom- 
ing members of a labor organization; and 

WHEREAS, This is unconstitutional and 
against the principles of the United States; 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
take necessary proceedings to present same 
to Congress. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 275.— By Delegate John 
P. Frey, Iron Molders' Union of North 
America : 

WHEREAS, Convicts are employed In 
molding the castings used "in making seals 
in direct competition with union molders; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Iron Molders' Union of 
North America have a label for the pur- 
pose of designating union made castings; 

RESOLVED, That the incoming officers 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
instructed to purchase only such seals as 
bear the label of the Iron Molders' Union 
of North America. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 276.— By Delegate John 
Bradley of Iron Molders' Union of North 
America: 

WHEREAS, The firm of Brown & Sharp 
of Providence, R. I., has been declared 
unfair to organized labor and their products 
placed upon the unfair list of the American 
Federation of Labor, which fact does not 
seem to be generally known among those 
trades that use their products, namely, 
barbers, carpenters, machinists, etc.; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Board of the 
Iron Molders' Union of North America has 
decided to co-operate with the Machinists* 
International Union and all other trades 
in advertising their goods as unfair; 

RESOLVED, That this convention de- 
vise a more effective method of advertising 
among all organized trades that the said 
Brown & Sharp Co.'s products are unfair. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 277.— By H. D. Call of 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen of North America: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has in the past placed itself upon 
record as being opposed to Sunday work; 
and 

WHEREAS, There are now members of 
local unions affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor who demand that 
members of the Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workmen of North America 
after working 67 hours during the week 
shall work five hours on Sunday; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor in convention assembled do 
condemn the said action and pledge the 
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support of this body to the butcher work- 
men in securing one day's rest in seven. 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 278.— By Delegate Cotter 
of United Gold Beaters' National Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The New Orleans Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
endorsed the label of the Gold Beaters' 
National Union and appealed to all affili- 
ated organizations to use the same: be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor hereby reaffirm the endorse- 
ment and appeal. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 279.— By Delegate Jere 
Cotter of Gold Beaters' National Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The Hastings Company of 
Philadelphia, Pa., which also comprises the 
Kemp Company of New York city, gold leaf 
manufacturers, have been placed upon the 
unfair list by the twenty-second annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The afofre-mentloned con- 
cern has forced its employees to be organ- 
ized into the Knights of Labor, which so- 
called organization supplied the said con- 
cern with an alleged label similar to that 
used by the Gold Beaters' National Union 
of America; be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-third an- 
nual Convention hereby call upon organ- 
ized labor In general and the Brotherhood 
of Painters and Decorators, Brotherhood 
of Bookbinders, Gilders, Sign Writers, 
Carriage Workers, and Tip Printers 
in particular to only use the gold leaf 
containing the label of the Gold Beaters' 
National Union of America, affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 280. — By Delegate George 
Sangster of Journeymen Tailors: 

WHEREAS, There is a movement in 
Canada by the employers' and manufactur- 
ers' association to foster and aid an or- 
ganization known as the "National Trades 
and Labor Congress,'' which was organ- 
ized in Berlin, Ontario, in Sept., 1902, as a 
protest to an amendment to the "Consti- 
tution of the Trades and Labor Congress 
of Canada," excluding dual organizations, 
known as Independent Canadian unions 
and local assemblies of the Knights of 
Labor, which were organized in opposition 
to the legitimate international trade -union 
movement and are at the present time 
operating a policy diametrically opposed 
to the principles of trade autonomy, by 
issuing charters to all tradesmen in Can- 
ada as well as placing upon the market a 
label consisting of a maple leaf surrounded 
with the follcwing words: "Canada for the 
Canadians," as a substitute for the union 
label of the various trades, thereby seeking 
to disrupt and destroy the international 
labor movement in Canada and having in 
mind that the trades and labor congress 
of Canada has placed itself squarely on 
record in favor of the operation of the 
trade union movement along International 
lines and with a view of strengthening the 
congress, as the legislative mouthpiece of 
the legitimate international organized wage 



workers of Canada before the Dominion 
and Provincial Governments of Canada, 
thereby making it a more powerful factor 
for legislative purposes in the interests ot 
the wage earners of that country; it is 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of The American Federation of Labor take 
the necessary steps after the adjournment 
of this Convention to have all international 
unions affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor insist upon their local unions 
in Canada affiliating with the Trades and 
Labor Congress of Canada with the least 
possible delay. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 281.— By Delegate W. H. 
Hitchcock of Davenport, la., Central: 

WHEREAS, The employes of the Daven- 
port Pearl Button Co. of Davenport, la., on 
May 22, 1903, exercised their right to or- 
ganize themselves into a labor organiza- 
tion under the auspices of the American 
Federation of Labor, and a charter was 
granted them and they are known as But- 
ton Workers' Protective Union No. 8789, 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Immediately on learning of 
the organization of said union the Daven- 
port Pearl Button Co. of Davenport, la., 
on May 25, posted the following notice, 
which compelled their employes to give up 
the union or be discharged, to wit: 
NOTICE! 

From the experience this company has 
had heretofore with a similar organization, 
notice is hereby given to all employes that 
If they shall affiliate themselves with, or 
become members of the proposed "Button 
Workers' Union," they shall by such act 
demonstrate to this company that they are 
dissatisfied with their position, salary and 
surroundings in general, and such act shall 
be so construed by this company, and for 
the best interests of the company, and 
those of its employes whose views are not 
in sympathy with such an organization, 
such act shall be considered sufficient rea- 
son for permanent discharge, 
and 

WHEREAS, The union decided to exer- 
cise their right to retain their member- 
ship, consisting almost entirely of girls, 
were locked out in the rain on the morn- 
ing of May 26, 1903, and are still out; and 

WHEREAS. The action of the union was 
indorsed by the Davenport Trades and La- 
bor Assembly and by the Executive Board 
of the Iowa State Federation of Labor; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, that 
the Davenport Pearl Button Co. and the 
parties constituting the same, to wit: the - 
H. O. Selffert Lumber Co. and the Schrick- 
er Rodler Co., all of Davenport, la., be and 
are hereby declared unfair to organized la- 
bor by the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 282.— By Delegate W. H. 
Hitchcock, Davenport, la., Central: 

WHEREAS, In the past five years the 
Pearl button industry of the Mississippi 
Valley has attained such prominence as 
entitles it to rank as one of the leading In- 
dustries of the Middle States; and 

WHEREAS, From the city of La Cross, 
Wis., to the city of Memphis, Tenn., there 
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are located many factories employing from the event that the American Federation 
40 to 400 employes, the city of Muscatine, of Labor cannot see its way clear to take 
Iowa, alone giving employment to over up this work, that the Executive Board 
1500 people engaged in this industry; and shall correspond with the officers of the 
WHEREAS, Less thfln 2 per cent, of this Stat © Federation of Iowa and Illinois, 
labor is now organized, there being but within whose jurisdiction a large percent- 
three unions in the Middle States; there- age of the workers are employed, and en- 
fore be it deavor to induce them to organize their 
nT^cs^-r^T-v » » t-i j respective districts at the expense of their 
RESOLVED, By the American Federa- s t a te federations. - 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, that 

the American Federation of Labor shall Committee on Orprnnlzntion. 

send an organizer into this field to organ- _. it .. _. _ ... rt 

ize all button workers under the banner of Tne convention then adjourned until 9 

the American Federation of Labor, or in o'clock Saturday morning. 
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SIXTH DAY— Morning Session. 



Convention eallea to order by President 
Gompers at 9 o'clock. 

Absentees: Klapetsky, McMahon (James), 
Malloy, Looney, Martindale, Kemper, Jen- 
nings, Duffy (P. F.), Gengenback, Reidy, 
Healy (Timothy), Scaife, Fltzglbben, Scott 
(John A.), Dix, Lincoln, Barry (J. B.), 
Markey (F. A.), O'Donnell, Powell (Geo.), 
McDonough, Curley (John F.), Williams 
(D. U.), Seals, Casey (Louis), Fergu- 
son, Murphy (Patrick J.), Markey (H. 
A.), Thomas, Fossberg, Scollin, Keene, 
Sarman, Duffy (Oscar H.), Henry 
(Frank), Pena, Allimon, Allabough, Jones 
(W. D.), Davis (F. H.), Nightingale, Law- 
ler, Holloway, McKelvey, Burman, Clarke 
(E. R.), Cowell, Dolan, Kuhn, Tyson, 
Hitchcock (Henry), More (J. J.), Brayer, 
Henderson (W. F.), Gosline, Paterson, 
Burton, Dinneen, Hodges, Reed (W. A.), 
Dervin, Gilpin, Faulkerson, Cooper (John 
A.), Schmatterlee, Studd, Page, Tusslny, 
Madden, Morlin, Anderson, Tobin (P. F.), 
Feehan, Creamer (Francis), Miles, McLeod, 
Kelley (Jas.), Dillon, Derrigan, Ludwig, 
Keenan, Sodekson, Hillard, Damozonio, 
Timllty, Cooper (Wm.), Hill (Louis A.), 
Delgle, Rosenfleld, Freeman, Smith (Wm.), 
Downing (Jos. P.), Bolger, Scott (Timothy). 
Lederer, Francis. Hutchinson, Klein, Clark 
(Wm. H.), Tarrents, Herr. Sadler. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Delegate Logenburg resigned from the 
Committee on Organization and President 
Gompers appointed Delegate Fish of the 
Car Workers to fill the vacancy. 

Delegate Cummins stated he was appoint- 
ed on the Committee on Education, but the 
records do not show it. 

Delegate Ramsay for the Committee on 
Credentials reported as follows: 

Boston, Mass., Nov. 14, 1903. 
To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-third Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: 
Gentlemen:— Your Credential Committee 
respectfully present the following supple- 
mentary report: 

We recommend the seating of Charles 
Peetz, delegate to represent the Bolt 
Workers' Union, No. 9,198. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OWEN MILLER, 
D. G. RAMSAY, 
G. E. HANCOCK. 

Delegate Frank Duffy, for the Committee 
on Treasurer's Report, presented the fol- 
lowing: 



To the Officers and Delegates of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in Convention 

Assembled: 

The committee appointed by Pres. Gom- 
pers on Treasurer's report, beg leave to 
submit the following report for your con- 
sideration and approval: 

The Distribution committee referred the 
whole subject matter contained in the 
treasurer's report to us for consideration 
and action, otherwise we would refrain 
from dealing with that part of it which re- 
fers to the question of jurisdiction. 
• While we believe this question has noth- 
ing whatever to do with the official report 
of the treasurer, yet we cannot but give 
him credit for bringing such a vital issue 
so prominently before this convention. 

We cannot agree with him, however, 
that "time" is the all-healing salve that 
will sooth the jurisdictional differences 
that now rage rampant among so many na- 
tional and international organizations. 

While we are living ana working in an 
age of rapid changes, speedy developments 
and lightning-like transactions, yet we 
should be mindful of the fact that the 
workers should be allowed to pursue the 
tenor of their way without dragging them 
into the vortex of jurisdictional fights and 
the hardships that they involve. 

Lines of demarkation should be laid 
down — hard and fast — where one man's 
work ends and another's begins. But in no 
instance should any organization, craft, 
trade, or calling be allowed to trespass on 
the rights of another. 

If the American Federation of Labor in 
Convention assembled cannot do something 
to accomplish this end then all its work is 
fruitless. 

While the American Federation of Labor 
acts the part of "Harmonizer" it has no 
authority to force contending parlies to ac- 
cept its recommendations or to agree by 
its decisions; this has led up to the un- 
pleasant and unharmonious state of affairs 
that exists at the present time between 
many trades. Organizations are ready to 
throw down the gauntlet and fly at one 
another in an endeavor to retain that which 
they claim belongs to them either rightfully 
or otherwise. 

Patience and forbearance are good things 
to practice when dealing with such vital 
questions, but when patience ceases to be 
a virtue by hopes long deferred then the 
result is discontent, dissatisfaction, and re- 
bellion. 

For years this question of jurisdiction 
has been a source of annoyance to the 
American Federation of Labor. Time does 
not heal it in the least. In fact, it is 
quite apparent to us all that "time" only 
prolongs the agony, intensifies the feelings 
of hatred and engenders distrust among the 
•"embers of the trades involved. 
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So long as this state of affairs exists em- 
ployers of labor are safe in the assurance 
that they are reaping the benefits, while 
we are squabbling and quarrelling among 
ourselves over matters that should have 
been suppressed in their Infancy. No 
doubt you will hear more on this question 
from the committees that are handling the 
reports of the President and of the Execu- 
tive Council. 

As far as the figures in the report are 
concerned, showing monthly income and 
monthly expenses, we find them correct. 
Respectfully submitted. 

FRANK DUFFY, Chairman. 

CHAS. HANK. 

CHAS. W. WINSLOW, 

FRANK X NOSC1IANG. 

Delegate Furuseth moved that so much 
of the report of the Committee on Treas- 
urer's report as referred to the question of 
Jurisdiction be laid over until that subject 
is properly before the Convention. 

Adopted. 

The balance of the report was concurred 
In. 

The Committee on Resolutions reported 
that Resolution No. 43 had been with- 
drawn with the consent of the introducer. 

The following substitute was submitted 
by the Committee on Resolutions for Reso- 
lution No. 18: 

Substitute for Resolution No. 18. 

WHEREAS, The metalliferous miners 
and the smelter employees of Colorado who 
are members of the Western Federation of 
Miners are engaged in a contest for the 
preservation of their organization and the 
establishment of an eight hour workday; 
and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor is solicitous for the welfare and the 
happiness of all workers, regardless of their 
trade, location, or affiliation, and is deeply 
interested in the successful prosecution and 
termination of the strike of the metallifer- 
ous miners; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in annual convention assem- 
bled, tender to the Western Federation of 
Miners its sympathy and its best wishes 
for the success of the movement to estab- 
lish an eight-hour workday; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be authorized to issue a circular to all 
affiliated organizations calling attention to 
the struggle and to the requirements of the 
Western Federation of Miners and asking 
for financial assistance; the funds resulting 
thprefrom to be sent to the officers of the 
Western Federation of Miners to be used 
for the purpose of assisting in prosecuting 
to a successful issue the strike for an eight- 
hour workday. 

Delegate Hoehn moved the adoption of 
the committee's report. 

Delegate Grimes spoke against the mo- 
tion. 

Delegate Tanquary said that it should 
rend "Executive Council" instead of "in- 



coming Executive Council," and the word 
"incoming" was stricken out. 

Delegate McGovern opposed the substi- 
tute. 

Delegate Kreft moved the following 
amendment: 

Resolved, That the Executive Council 
place the sum of $1,000 at the disposal of 
the Western Federation of Miners at once. 

Delegate Wheeler supported the amend- 
ment. 

Delegate Fosdick favored the amendment. 

Delegate Lennon opposed Delegate 
Kreft's amendment and favored the adop- 
tion of the committee's report. 

Delegates Slayton and Tanquary favored 
the amendment. 

Delegates Tobin and Duncan supported 
the committee's report. 

Delegate Kreft supported his own 
amendment. 

Delegates Vincens, Kelly, Kemper and 
Morris favored the amendment. 

Delegate Barry called for the previous 
question. 

The main question was then put to the 
house and the chair being unable to de- 
side on an aye and nay vote called for a 
show of hands and the tellers counted 142 
in favor to 145 against. 

A roll call was then ordered, which re- 
sulted as follows: 

AYES — Barry (J. D.), Shaerer, Mur- 

Khy (P. F.), Tobin (J. F.), Lovely, 
[artlndale, Carey (J. F.), Kemper, Ward, 
Zepp, Gaestel, Buchanan, McGovern, 
Duffy (Frank), Duffy (P. F.), Wheeler 
(F. C), Slayton, Bohnen, Grimes, Mc- 
Pherson, Fish, Tveitmoe, Barnes, Mikol, 
Taylor, Larkin, Kaufman, Chuck, Gross-* 
man, Cotter, Lilien, Smyth (J. W.), Larsen, 
Scott (M. P.), Gunter, Huber. Kelly (W. 
J.), Kness, Scaife, Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), 
Fahy, Dempsey (J. T.), Haskins, Ryan, 
Lewis, Walsey, Bradley, Bahlhorn, Carrick, 
Gilbertson, Hancock, Dold, Murray, Hunt, 
Van Fossan, Richmond, Quick, Tanquary, 
Ramsny, Edwards (T. J.), Keyes. Cornish, 
Hart, Kelly (Philip), Schwab, Barry (J. B.), 
Furman, Flood, Cote, Markey (F. A.), 
Franke, Fischer (Henry), McAndrews, Carr, 
Hayes (M. S.), Engel, Hunter, Gebelein, 
Williams (D. U.), Hughes (T. L.), White 
(J. P.), Mahoney (Patrick), Neary, Sullivan 
(G. B.), Hill (A. E.), Currie, Healev (B. F.), 
Casey (Louis), Bridwell, Cummings (W. 
P.), Spittal, Markey (H. A.), Simmons, 
Daly, Kelly (J.- W.), Hunt, Morrison, (A. 
W.), Scully (D. J.), Schardt, Elmer, Camp- 
bell, Irvln, Moore (Thomas), Fuller, Fos- 
dick, Reark, Kenney, Reid (J- J.). Flana- 
gan, Trownsell, Donovan (J.), Mahoney (D. 
D.), Laplant. Gurley, McKeigue, Smith (J. 
T.), Finn, Maloney (R. S.), Stuart, Drake, 
Powell (P. J.), Browning, Sheehan, Wulf, 
O'Keefe. Welsh (Patrick), Largay, Whitney, 
Kreft, Schwartz, Hulse, Hatch, Thompson, 
Neal, Berry, Arvidson, Schneider, Burman, 
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Dempsey (Dominick), Myler, Zaring, Vin- 
cens, Dewar, Feyder, Connor, Doll, Sav- 
adge, Muldoon, Dalr, Roche (E. J.), Lavin, 
Lehuer, Payne, Scully (Uosa), Harskowitch, 
Brayer, Cardiff, Pacelli, Hoehn, Borden, 
Collins (M. D.), Dervin, Bankow, Gascoyne, 
Borden, Doran, Gilooley, Walshe (R.), Mc- 
Ardle, Buthe, Turner, Hapgood, Mills, Bor- 
den, Bowler, Coyle, Sodekson, Timilty, Rus- 
sel, Nlemschesky, Mullee, Stanner, Faller, 
Francis, Zimmerman, Bickler, Darcy, rep- 
resenting 6,615 votes. 

NAYS — Utting, Klapetzky, Noschang, 
Deason, Slocum, Kerr, Cummins (P. H.), 
McNeill, Flynn, Fox, MalJoy, Looney, Bar- 
rett (R. D.), Dougherty, Hank, Butter- 
worth, Fyfe, Jackson (John), Henry (J. S.), 
Gompers, Tracy, Wood, O'Brien (J. R.), 
Morris (Max), Robinson, Devine, Loeben- 
burg, Cable, Hughes (A. C), Sherman (H. 
W.), Nelson, Estinghausen, Burns, Feeney, 
McMahon (P.), Glass, Monaghan, Healy 
(Timothy), Shamp, Kiriey (John), Curran, 
Altman, Rickert, Hayes (D. A.), Agard, 
Cunliffe, Morris (J. J.), Duncan, Lyons, 
O'Brien (W. J.), Mofflt, Quinlivan, Lally, 
Callahan, Hobby, O'Connor (B. C), Shaffer, 
Rutledge, Richards, Vollmer, Langlands, 
Stephens, Powell (W. O.), Buckley, Hoke, 
Roach (John), Keefe, Barter, O'Connor (T. 
V.), O'Connell (James), Creamer (J. J.), 
Warner, Ireland, Hammerstrom, Drink- 
water, Wilson (J. T.), Boyle, Lowe, Donnel- 
ly (M.), Call, Schmidt, Eichelberger, Lynch 
(E. J.), Downing (P. B.), Dutle, Downey, 
Wheeler (C. D.), Kurten (H. C), Valentine, 
Frey, Miller (O.), Carey (D. A.), Kneeland, 
Mackey, Fitzgerald, Winn (Peter), Wilson 
(James), Rooney, Spencer, Keiley (J. S.), 
Hailes, McDonald (D. J.), McKnight, Ma- 
hon, Pratt, Dilworth, Winslow (C. H.) f 
Penje, Frazier, Furuseth, Ross, Williams 
(G. W.), Lennon, Qualey, Sangster, Tansey, 
Hibbert, O'Donnell, Garrett, Morrison 
(Frank), Kidd (T. I.), Mulcahy, Braunsch- 
weig, Fildew, McLaughlin (Chas. J.), Mc- 
Hugh, Leonard, Poplowsky, Gurr, Casey 
(J. J.), Hirsch, Driscoll, Coleman, Hassel- 
beck, Jones (David), Clay, Parker (Mrs. 
N. D.), Graney, Sinclair, Ford, Coker, 
Brandon, Nugent (W. J.), Cohen, O'Leary, 
Clancy, GottTob, Feltus. Porter, Edwards 
(J. J*.), Holland, McKee, Bowen, Harris, Hen- 
derson (W. D.), Debarrey, O'Connell, (M. J.), 
Sabel, Harney, Lynch (C. P.), Mallory, 
Cannon, Turnt, Whlteman, Graham, Field, 
Brady, Murrell, Caldwell, Fieldstack, Miles, 
Haskell, Wingethe. Keenan, Smith (Wm.), 
Downing (J. P.), Scott (Timothy), Murphy 
(L. E.), representing 6,451 votes. 

The committee's report as amended by 
Delegate Kreft was concurred in. 

President Gompers increased the Com- 
mittee on State Federation to nine. 



Resolution No. 54.— By Delegate Charles 
Lavin of Central Labor Union, Wilkesbarre, 
Pa.: . 

WHEREAS, Injunctions have come to be 
the order of the day, and are usually issued 
against trade unions and in the interests 
of capitalists, such injunctions being an in- 
fringement upon the constitutional rights 
and liberties of American citizens; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, 
call upon all affiliated unions, state federa- 
tions and central bodies to ignore and 
strenuously resist all such Injunctions by 
pursuing their constitutional rights, collec- 
tively and individually. That we recom- 
mend picketing and the application of the 
boycott where and when they are deemed 
necessary to success; and that we call upon 
all affiliated unions and sympathizers to 
render all the assistance in their power to 
all unions or individuals against whom in- 
junctions may be issued, by ignoring ail 
such restraining influences of a capitalistic 
judiciary, by a spontaneous and united op- 

f position which will render such court rul- 
ngs inoperative and bring them into ridi- 
cule and once more restore to the citizen 
his natural and constitutional rights and 
liberties. 

Committee on Resolutions reports un- 
favorably. 

A delegate from Wilkesbarre spoke 
against the committee's report. 

By a vote of 170 in favor to 53 against 
the report of the committee was concurred 
in. 

President Gompers announced the follow- 
ing delegates as a Committee on State 
Federations: 

A. Eichelberger, A. E. Hill, Thos. L. 
Hughes, D. W. Williams, John P. White, 
M. E. Meary, Thos. J. McHugh, H. C. 
Gurr, John Casey. 

Delegate Valentine requested to be ex- 
cused from the Committee on Education. 

The request was granted and the chair 
appointed Delegate Bahlhorn to succeed 
him. 

The chair appointed Delegate Tracy to 
succeed Delegate Pratt on the Committee 
on Grievances. 

The Convention then adjourned to the 
steps of the State House, where photo- 
graphs were taken. 
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The convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at 2 o'clock. 

Absentees: Devlin, Deasou, McMahon 
(James;, Malloy, lteidy, Taylor, Kaufman, 
Altman, Uickert, Towey, Call, Schmidt, 
Scaife, Weber, Fitzgibben, Bahlhorn, Car- 
rick, Winn (Peter), Bcott (J. A.), Dix, Cor- 
nish, Lincoln, Sangster, Furinan, O'Donnell, 
Powell (George), fcngel, Curley (J. F.), Fer- 
guson, Markey (H. A.), Thomas, Scully 
(D. J.), Schardt, Fossberg, Woods, Keene, 
Sarman, Duffy (O. H.), Henry (Frank), 
Pena, Allimon, Allabough, Jones (W. D.), 
Davis, Nightingale, Lawler, Hulse, Bowen, 
Ryall, Holloway, Broderick, Clarke (E. 
R.), Cowell, Doll, Kuhn, Tyson, Hitch- 
cock (Hei ry), Brayer, Barnett, Hender- 
son (W. F.), Gosline, Paterson, Burton, 
Lynch (C. P.), Dlnneen, Hodges, Reed (W. 
A.), Gilpin, Butler, Faulkerson, Cooper (J. 
A.), Schmatterlee (W. B.), Studd, Page, 
Madden, Morlln, Anderson, Tobin (P. F.), 
Feehan, Creamer (Francis), McLead, Hap- 
good, Roderick, Kelley (Jas.), Dillon, Lud- 
wig, Hillard, Damonozio, Tknllty, Cooper 
(Wm.), Hill (L. A.), Deigle, Freeman, 
Smith (Wm.). Bolger, Stanner, Lederer, 
Francis, Hutchinson, Klein, Clartc (Wm. 
H.), Tarrents, Herr, Sadler. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Delegate Ryan, for the Committee on 
Resolutions, continued his- report, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 280.— By Delegate George 
Sangster of Journeymen Tailors: 

WHEREAS, There is a movement in 
Canada by the employers' and manufactur- 
ers' association to foster and aid an or- 
ganization known as the "National Trades 
and Labor Congress," which was organ- 
ized in Berlin, Ontario, in September, 1902, 
as a protest to an amendment to the "Con- 
stitution of the Trades and Labor Congress 
of Canada," excluding dual organizations, 
known as Independent Canadian unions 
and local assemblies of the Knights of 
Labor, which were organized in opposition 
to the legitimate international trade union 
movement and are at the present time 
operating a policy diametrically opposed 
to the principles of trade autonomy, by 
issuing charters to all tradesmen in Can- 
ada as well as placing upon the market a 
label consisting of a maple leaf surrounded 
with the following words: "Canada for the 
Canadians," as a substitute for the union 



label of the various trades, thereby seeking 
to disrupt and destroy the international 
labor movement in Canada and having in 
mind that the trades and labor congress 
of Canada has placed itself squarely on 
record in favor of the operation of the 
trade union movement along Internationa) 
lines and with a view of strengthening the 
congress, as the legislative mouthpiece of 
the legitimate international organized wage 
workers of Canada before the Dominion 
and Provincial Governments of Canada, 
thereby making it a more powerful factor 
for legislative purposes in the Interests of 
the wage earners of that country; it is 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor take 
the necessary steps after the adjournment 
of this Convention to have all international 
unions affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor insist upon their local unions 
in Canada affiliating with the Trades and 
Labor Congress of Canada with the least 
possible delay. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Delegate Jackson opposed the adoption of 
the report of the committee. 

Delegate Carey favored its adoption. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

President Gompers announced an invita- 
tion to the delegates from Boston Lodge, 
Benevolent Order of Elks, to attend a 
social session of tnat body at 9 o'clock Sun- 
day evening at their lodge rooms on Hay- 
ward Place. " 

Resolution No. 55.— By Delegate William 
J. Kelly of International Association of 
Marble Workers: 

WHEREAS, It being an indisputable 
fact that the Marble cutters and setters of 
the United States are continually being de- 
prived of a large percentage of their work 
by and through the unjust encroachment of 
one or more trades, that could creditably 
afford the relinquishment of a penchant 
for expansion, that particularly breeds de- 
moralizing animosities, animosities that 
should never be in evidence among con- 
sistent trades unionists, therefore we deem 
it judicious, proper and absolutely neces- 
sary that the Federation of Labor, in its 
just and wise deliberations, regulate what 
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constitutes the work of the respective 
trades embraced within its jurisdiction, as 
it is evident to any intelligent trade un- 
ionist who has observed, or who has been 
confronted with the unwise, unjust, detri- 
mental contention respecting trade rights, 
that it is advisable and necessary that the 
question should be settled justly, definite- 
ly, and immediately, giving each trade a 
positive knowledge of what does and does 
not constitute its empioyment, thereby elim- 
inating substantially the differences and 
contentions that necessarily arise from the 
confiscating propensities of unwholesome 
aspirations; and therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Marble Cutters' 
and Setters' Union of Chicago in meeting 
assembled that they instruct Wm. J. Kelly, 
the International Marble Workers' dele- 
gate to the Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, to bring the matter 
before that honorable body and make re- 
port. With the enlisted assistance such a 
vital question should attract and settle defi- 
nitely trade rights and trade fights. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
that resolution be referred back to the or- 
ganization presenting it with instructions 
to have it taken up in the regular way be- 
fore taking up the time of the Convention. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 65.— By Delegate Down- 
ing and Dutie of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Owing to the loose methods 
in our immigration laws, the manufactur- 
ing associations are rapidly filling our work- 
shops and foundries with foreign labor; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention go on 
record as opposed to the wholesale immi- 
gration of foreign labor; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to take up the matter 
with the Immigration Commission of the 
United States and insist that the practice 
be stopped. 

Committee on resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 71.— By Delegates Penje, 
Furuseth and Frazier of International Sea- 
men's Union: 

WHEREAS, The arresting and returning 
to their respective vessels such seamen as 
have deserted is contrary to human liberty, 
and degrading to seamen, whom it treats 
as chattels; be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention most 
emphatically protests against the treaties 
authorizing such treatment of men and de- 
mnnd from the government their abroga- 
tion. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 72.— By Delegate Tenje, 
Furuseth and Frazier of International Sea- 
men's Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The employment of inex- 
perienced men as seamen has caused large 



loss of life and property at sea; therefore 

RESOLVED, That Congress be urged to 
pass an act to remedy this evil. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 73.— By Delegates Penje, 
Furuseth and Frazier of International Sea- 
men's Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Seamen are still subject to 
involuntary servitude, in the foreign trade 
in a foreign port; and 

WHEREAS, This is degrading the sea- 
men and driving good men out of the call- 
ing; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That Congress be urged to 
pass an act giving all seamen the full right 
to quit work in any safe harbor, anywhere. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the courte- 
sies of the floor of the convention be ex- 
tended to the representatives of the Letter 
Carriers' Association, president of the 
Bricklayers' National Union and president 
of the riasterers' International Union. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

Resolution No. 74.— By Delegates Penje, 
Furuseth and Frazier of International Sea- 
men's Union: 

WHEREAS, The towing of a large num- 
ber of barges at sea causes such loss of life 
and property as give to such the appro- 
priate name of coffins; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That Congress be urged to 
pass a law prohibiting the towing at sea 
of more than one vessel not capable of be- 
ing managed under its own power. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favora- 
bly. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 77.— By Delegate James 
Sheehan of the Wisconsin Federation: 

WHEREAS, The invention of a new ma- 
chine and a tool, or the discovery of some 
substitute article, frequently changes and 
transforms the labor of one craft or form 
of labor to another; and 

WHEREAS, Every national trades union 
looks out with jealous care for its own or- 
ganization, bitterly fighting every new 
comer in the field; and 

WHEREAS, This contention over trade 
jurisdiction between national and interna- 
tional unions is becoming more acute every 
year, and will, if continued, very soon dis- 
rupt the organizations of the workers; and 

WHEREAS, This continuous warfare 
among the trades unions is the result of the 
labor organizations having failed to adapt 
themselves to the economic development; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor appoint a committee whose duty it shall 
be to study the situation and report to the 
next convention a plan by which the trades 
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anions can be grouped together on indus- 
trial lines, thereby forcing the contending 
factions into agreements with each other 
and promoting the solidarity of labor. 

Committee on Resolutions reports unfav- 
orably. 

Moved that report of committee be con- 
curred in. 

Delegate Mahoney moved that the reso- 
lution be substituted for the committee's 
report. 

The chair decided that a motion to con- 
cur in the committee's report was before 
the house and if it was not adopted the 
original resolution would then be before 
the house. 

Delegate Mahoney then made a motion 
to non-concur in the report of the commit- 
tee. 

The chair stated that this was a negative 
motion and ruled it out of order. Dele- 
gates Duncan, Richmond and Barnes spoke 
on the question. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 78.— By Delegates John B. 
Lennox R. N. Qualey, George Sangster, 
of Journeymen Tailors' Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Local Unions of the Jour- 
neymen Tailors' Union of America have 
been locked out In a number of cities by 
the Merchant Tailors' Protective Associa- 
tion, backed up by so much of the Manu- 
facturers' Association as can be influenced 
by the president, Mr. D. M. Parry; 

WHEREAS, The Merchant Tailors in all 
these cases refuse to meet committees or 
treat with the Union in any way, but de- 
mand that each tailor come as an individual 
and enter into agreements as to wages, 
etc.; 

WHEREAS, The parties who are waging 
the war of attempted extermination against 
the Tailors openly assert that said Union 
shall be destroyed no matter what the cost; 
therefore 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled that 
the appeal for help for the Tailors sent out 
by the Executive Council be and Is hereby 
most heartily indorsed, and all Trade 
Unionists are urged to help the Tailors In 
their contest for the right to organize and 
collectively bargain as to the terms of their 
employment: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor hereby pledge its financial 
and moral support to the Tailors, and call 
upon every member of that craft to be 
loyal and true to their Trade Union, and 
demonstrate by their victorv that no power 
ean disrupt any of our International or 
National Trade Unions. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favora- 
bly. 

Delegate Lennon spoke In favor of com- 
mittee's report. 

Report of committee concurred in. 



Resolution No. 83.— By Delegate P. J. 
Lally of Horseshoers' : 

WHEREAS, An attempt is being made 
by the employers' organizations to destroy 
the Journeymen Horseshoers' Union by 
bringing suits against it both in the State 
and Federal courts; 

WHEREAS, This attempt is simply one 
of a number having for its object the 
destruction of the trade movement, and 
since it is our duty to stand together and 
repel eyery attempt thus made; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, that 
they authorize the Executive Council to 
appropriate the sum of two thousand (2000) 
dollars for the Horseshoers to help them in 
fighting these cases in the courts. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
that the matter be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council to do the best they can for the 
Journeymen Horseshoers' Union. 

Delegate Henry hoped • the Executive 
Council could do something substantial for 
the horseshoers of New York City. 

Delegate Drlscoll thought that if we 
could give $1,000 to a non-affiliated organ- 
ization we should do something for an af-. 
filiated body. He said that substantial as- 
sistance at this time would result in a vic- 
tory for the horseshoers of New York. 

Delegates Donovan and Lally opposed 
committee's report and favored the reso- 
lution. 

Delegate Kelly also spoke in favor of the 
resolution. 

Delegate Kneeland strongly supported 
the original resolution and advocated giv- 
ing financial aid. 

Delegate Roach was opposed to giving 
financial aid to any international organiza- 
tion. 

Delegate Burns favored the adoption of 
tne committee's report. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 84. — By Delegate P. J. 
Lally of Horseshoers': 

WHEREAS, The condition of the jour- 
neymen horseshoers, throughout the coun- 
try, and espcially in New York City, is 
deplorable, and inasmuch as we ask your 
honorable body to come to the rescue of 
this valiant organization of trade unionists 
who have stood the test of the past ten 
months to better their condition; and 

WHEREAS, There are certain organiza- 
tions in New York City, and especially the 
brewery workers, that could render us that 
aid we would gladly give to them were 
they in our position and we in theirs; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor urge upon all affiliated na- 
tional and International unions to give to 
the Journeymen Horseshoers their moral 
and financial support. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 



Digitized by 



Googk 



1(32 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



that the second whereas, where it relates 
to something the Brewery N Workers could 
do, be stricken out and refer the balance to 
the Executive Council. 
Report of the committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 86. — By Delegate John F. 
Tobin, Boston, Mass.: 

WHEREAS, Having signally failed in re- 
cent years, because of the intense opposi- 
tion by organized labor to such measures, 
to pass anti-scalping bills In any of the 
States of the Union or in the United States 
Congress, the great railroad trusts, repre- 
sented by the so-called passenger associa- 
tions, are now endeavoring to accomplish 
by injunction what they have failed to se- 
cure r>y direct legislation; and 

WHEREAS, Because of the proposed 
great World's Pair at St. Louis, and the 
necessity for cheap railroad fares to se- 
cure a large attendance, the* railroad trust, 
taking advantage of the situation, declare 
that the usual reduced rates for such occa- 
sions will not be made unless ticket broker- 
age be destroyed by city ordinances and 
injunctions, thus permitting them to profit 
enormously by the forfeiture of return cou- 
pons in the hands of excursionists and 
others who may be unable to use them per- 
sonally, and which they would make it 
criminal to sell; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in this Its twenty-third an- 
nual convention assembled, that all rail- 
road transportation should be good to the 
bearer, and that it is an outrage to require 
the signatures of purchasers upon tickets. 
We also protest against the nuisance of 
joint agencies and other identification an- 
noyances as an unnecessary imposition upon 
excursionists and travelers; 

RESOLVED, That the thanks of this 
convention be extended to the Central 
Trades and Labor Union and the Building 
Trades Council of St. Louis, Kansas City 
and other cities of Missouri, and to the 
labor unions of Texas for their recent suc- 
cesses In defeating anti-soaiping bills in 
their State legislatures, and especially rec- 
ommend the St. Louis unions to continue 
the good fight in resisting these obnoxious 
laws, ordinances and injunctions during the 
period of the World's Fair in that city; 

RESOLVED, That the resolutions adopt- 
ed at each of the last six annual conven- 
tions of this Federation denouncing anti- 
scalping. Federal and State anti-scalping 
laws, city ordinances and injunctions, be 
reaffirmed: 

RESOLVED, That we again request all 
State Federations. Central Trades and La- 
bor Councils and Labor Unions allied with 
the American Federation of Labor, to use 
every effort to defeat anti-scalping bills 
and city ordinances inimical to ticket 
brokerage, and again instruct our Legisla- 
tive Committee at Washington to oppose all 
anti-scalping bills that have been, or may 
be introduced in the United States Con- 
gress. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 87.— By Delegate M. Don- 
ovan of Pawtucket Central Labor Union: 
WHEREAS, The woolen manufacturers 



have seen fit to establish a two-loom sys- 
tem on fancy weaving, to the detriment of 
the craft; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Woolen Work- 
ers' Textile Union, No. 318, of Central 
Falls, R. I., do hereby condemn such ac- 
tion on their part and will do all in our 
power to abolish it; 

RESOLVED, That a universal list of two 
mills per pick on all fancy weaving be es- 
tablished, and that eight hours constitute 
a day's work; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be presented at the convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, to be 
held in Boston, commencing November 9, 
1903, for their endorsement. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
that the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council for action. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 88.— By Delegate J. P. 
Broderick of San Antonio, Tex., Trades 
Council: 

WHEREAS, Many suits at law have 
been and are being instituted throughout 
the country by employers of labor against 
labor organizations or their officers or in- 
dividual members, in some cases entailing 
more or less trouble and expense to said 
organizations, officers or members; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
and Is hereby directed to render such 
moral and financial support in all such 
cases, when and where possible. 

Committee on Resolutions reports un- 
favorably on the ground that the subject 
matter properly belongs to the particular 
organization involved. 

Delegate O'Connell thought that the 
American 'Federation of Labor should be 
in a position to give moral support If it 
was not in a position to give financial as- 
sistance. 

Delegate Duncan said that the Consti- 
tution of the American Federation of 
Labor provided that affiliated unions should 
receive moral support and the adoption of 
the committee's report would simply re- 
lieve the American Federation of Labor 
from any financial responsibility. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 89.— By Delegate L. J. 
Niemchesky, Post Office Clerks' Union No. 
8703: 

WHEREAS, For several years the Chica- 
go Post Office Clerks' Union No. 8703 
have sought by all legitimate means to se- 
cure the enactment of legislation to better 
the condition of all post office clerks; and 

WHEREAS, This union will cause bills 
to be introduced at the next regular session 
of Congress to regulate hours and salaries 
of the post .office clerks in post offices of 
the first class; therefore be it 
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RESOLVED, That this convention 
heartily indorse the demands of Post Office 
Clerks' Union No. 8703 for the regulation 
of salaries and hours of labor for members 
of their cr*ft; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council be, and hereby is, instructed 
to extend all possible moral support to said 
union to accomplish its laudable purposes. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Wheeler was of the opinion that 
it would be dangerous to indorse demands 
of the Postoffice Clerks' Union at this time. 

Delegate Niemchesky said similar resolu- 
tions had been adopted at previous conven-. 
tions. 

Delegate Ramsay moved as an amend- 
ment that the word "the" in the second 
line of the first "resolve" be stricken out 
and the words "any reasonable" be sub- 
stituted. 

The chair ruled the motion out of order, 
declaring that the convention would have 
to vote to non-concur before the commit- 
tee's report could be amended. 

Delegate Ramsay appealed from the de- 
cision of the chair and by a vote of 183 in 
favor to 24 against the decision of the 
chair was sustained. 

The question was then put and the Con- 
vention voted to non-concur in the com- 
mittee's report. 

Delegate Ramsay then renewed his mo- 
tion that the word "the** be stricken out 
nud the words "any reasonable" be substi- 
tuted, and it was carried. 

The Convention then adopted the reso- 
lution as amended. 

Resolution No. 91.— By John Jacksou, 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners: ^. 

RESOLVED, That the General Executive^ 
Board be requested to obtain legislation 
in the several states providing for the bet- 
ter protection of mechanics' tools on all 
public, corporation or private work. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the state 
branches with instructions to enforce where 
possible the subject matter contained 
therein. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 92.— By Delegate Fosdick: 

RESOLVED, By the Trades and Labor 
Assembly of Denver, in regular meeting 
assembled, that Delegate Fosdick be and 
is hereby instructed to extend the greet- 
ings of this Assembly to the American 
Federation of Labor, with thanks for the 
support rendered by the Executive Coun- 



cil to this body in its efforts to maintain 
and advance the principles of trades- 
unionism as taught and practiced by the 
American Federation of Labor and the na- 
tional and international organizations af- 
filiated with it; 

RESOLVED, That he urge upon the dele- 
gates to the American Federation of 
Labor, in Convention assembled, toe duty 
of affiliated national and international or- 
ganizations using every influence in their 
power to induce their locals, wherever sit- 
uated, to affiliate with central bodies char- 
tered by the American Federation of Labor, 
and thus by example as well as precept 
encourage the spirit of unity, which should 
bind together the trades unionists of the 
world; 

RESOLVED, That this Assembly is un- 
alterably opposed to the so-called "open 
door" policy in the conduct of central 
bodies as subversive of the basic principle 
of trades-unionism, holding that it is as 
logical to recognize the man who refuses 
to join his craft union as it is to recognize 
the independent organization which refuses 
to owe allegiance to the recognized head 
of unions of the same craft: 

RESOLVED, That it is the opinion of 
this Assembly that national and interna- 
tional unions in the west will be greatly 
strengthened by frequent visits from or- 
ganizers of the various crafts who can 
awaken an interest which will materially 
aid the efforts of local organizers to bring 
the working people into the union fold; 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be furnished Delegate Fosdick with 
his credentials, and that a further copy 
under seal of the Assembly be forwarded 
to Secretary Morrison of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 94.— By Delegates W. O. 
Powell, C. Harry Hoke and H. C. Buckley, 
of Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers' In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, The navy department is ad- 
vertising for Chinese and Japanese to take 
employment as laundry workers in that de- 
partment; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that this course 
is detrimental to our own people, and 
should be discouraged; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee be instructed to inquire into the 
extent of such practices in governmental 
departments and that their findings be pub- 
lished in the "Federationist"; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Committee use its 
influence with the Navy Department that 
these positions now being filled, be given 
to other enlistments than Chinese and 
Japanese. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 99.— Rv Delegate James 
L. Barry of Actors' National Protective 
Union: 

RESOLVED, That all affiliated organlza- 
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tlons of the American Federation of Labor 
shall recognize the card of the Actors' Na- 
tional Protective Union, and in case of 
trouble arising in theatres, music halls, 
parks or pavilions, they shall give their 
moral support to the above organization, 
namely, the Actors' National Protective 
Union. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Delegate Barry favored the report of the 
committee. 

Report of the committee concurred in. 
Delegate Ramsay for the Auditing Com- 
mittee submitted the following report: 

Boston, Mass., November 14, 1903. 
To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-Third Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. 
Gentlemen:— Your Auditing Committee 
respectfully presents the following supple- 
mentary report: We find a statement un- 
der date of October 7, 1903, from A. S. 
Eddy, a cashier of McLean County Bank, 
Bloomington, 111., as follows, to wit: 

"Bloomington, 111., Oct. 7, 1903. 
To Whom it May Concern: 

This is to certify that John B. Lennon 
has on deposit in the McLean County Bank 
at Bloomington, 111. (the account being to 
the credit of John B. Lennon, treasurer) 
the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars. 
(Signed) A. S. EDDY, 
(Seal) A Cashier, McLean County 

Bank, Bloomington, 111." 

Also the following statement under date 
of October 7, 1903, of the Third National 
Bank of Bloomington, to wit: 

m „_ "Bloomington, 111., Oct. 7, 1903. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

This is to- certify that John B. Lennon 
has on deposit in the Third National Bank 
of Bloomington, 111. (the account being to 
the credit of John B. Lennon, treasurer 
(the sum of $54,013.12) fifty-four thousand 
thirteen dollars and twelve cents. 
(Signed) R. D. DOOLEY, 
Asst. Cashier, Third National Bank, Bloom- 
ington, 111. 

We recommend that the Law Committee 
be instructed to report an amendment to 
Article 8, Section 1, requiring the treasurer 
to deposit all moneys belonging to the Fed- 
eration in bank In the name of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, by himself, giv- 
ing his name as treasurer. 

We further recommend that all money 
of the Federation in the hands of the 
treasurer with the exception of about five 
thousand dollars, be placed at interest on 
time deposit In a reliable bank or banks 
in different amounts, so that in case of ne- 
cessity one or more certificates may be 
cashed before It Is due without losing in- 
terest on the whole amount thus deposited. 
That the said sum of about five thousand 
dollirs first referred to be deposited In 
bank at interest on current deposit. 

We further report that in view of the 
fact that our balance on hand has in- 
creased more than fifty thousand dollars 



within the past year, giving us a balance 
on hand at the present time, including Oc- 
tober business, of nearly one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, and that the indications are 
that In addition thereto the net surplus 
receipts during the coming year will be 
more than one hundred thousand dollars, 
therefore we recommend that the bond 
required of the treasurer be Increased to 
at least one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. Respectfully submitted, 

OWEN MILLER, 
E. E. HANCOCK, 
D. G. RAMSAY, 

The report of committee was agreed to. 

Delegate Wheeler for the Committee on 
Organization made the following report: 

Resolution No. 6.— By Delegate Dan. W. 
Richmond of International Association of 
Railway Clerks: 

WHEREAS, Efforts are being made to 
organize the clerks employed by the rail- 
road and steamboat companies of the coun- 
try, and 

WHEREAS, In pursuance of that purpose 
there has been organized the International 
Association of Railway Clerks, affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor; 
and 

WHEREAS, There are in existence two 
other organizations of Railway Clerks, 
which refuse to affiliate with the Interna- 
tional Association because of the Interna- 
tional Association's affiliation with the 
American Federation of Labor; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED by the American Federation 
of Labor that its active support be given to 
the International Association oi uailway 
Clerks in its efforts to organize; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED. That the organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor are especial- 
ly urged and directed to organize the clerks 
wherever they find them unorganized and 
to bring about their affiliation with the 
American Federation of Labor wherever 
otherwise organized; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the President and Sec- 
retary of the Federation be and are hereby 
directed to send a copy of these resolutions 
to each organizer and central, y affiliated 
body. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 34.— By Delegate Stephen 
F. Haskell of Last Makers' Union, 9269: 

RESOLVED. That we. the Federal Un- 
ion No. 9269, of the American Federation 
of Labor, which consists of Last Makers 
of Brockton. Mass., ask this body in ses- 
sion to instruct their organizers to do all 
in their power to organize the last makers 
of this country and our desire Is to havo 
a national organization of last makers of 
America, and also ask that the incoming 
Executive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to do all in their power to 
accomplish this end. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 
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Resolution No. 51.— By Delegate James 
Borden: 

WHEREAS, There are a sufficient num- 
ber of local unions to organize a national 
or international union of foundry em- 
ployes, Local Union No. 9617 do hereby re- 
quest that the twenty-third annual con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor do instruct or advise their officers to 
call a special convention, for the purpose 
of organizing a national or international 
Union of Foundry Employes. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 85.— By Delegate Michael 
Doran of 9938 Foundry Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, There being no less than 
twenty-two (22) local unions of foundry 
workers throughout this country, well able 
to maintain a national body of foundry 
workers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor give permission, and all the 
support In Its power to organize said body. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 53.— By Delegate Herman 
Grossman of the International Ladles' Gar- 
ment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The corset workers of the 
country have never before been organized 
and are today with the exception of a 
small minority, practically unorganized; 
and 

WHEREAS, The International Ladles' 
Garment Workers' Union has within the 
past few weeks made a special effort to 
organize the corset workers of the east, by 
sending among them an organizer who la- 
bored for several weeks in an unsuccessful 
attempt to accomplish this work; be it 
therefore 

RESOLVED, By this Convention, that all 
organizers of the American Federation of 
Labor, salaried and unsalaried, are espe- 
cially Instructed to organize the corset 
workers in all sections of the country and 
to affiliate them with the International 
Ladles' Garment Workers' Union. 

Committee on organization reports favor- 
ably. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 82.— By Delegation of To- 
bacco Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers' Inter- 
tional Unions are making a special effort 
to organize those employed in the craft In 
the South: and 

WHEREAS. The means of the Tobacco 
Workers' International Union for the 
proper prosecution of this work are in- 
adequate; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the Incoming Execu- 
tive Council be Instructed to render special 
assistance In the work of organization of 
the tobacco workers in the South. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 



Resolution No. 90.— By Delegation of 
Suspender Makers' Union: 

On Thursday, Oct. 29th, at a regular 
meeting of the Suspender Makers' Union, 
Local No. 9,560, American Federation of 
Labor, the following resolution was pro- 
posed and unanimously adopted after a 
long and serious discussion with regard to 
the organization of a national body: 

WHEREAS, We, the Suspender Makers' 
Union of New York, considering the im- 
portance and necessity of a national or- 
ganization of the suspender trade, and 
knowing as a matter of fact that there are 
a great number of suspender locals scat- 
tered in the various states of the Union 
who are ready, willing, and fit to manage 
and conduct the affairs of such organiza- 
tion, thereby Improving the condition of 
those employed at the trade, and also Im- 
proving and facilitating the control and 
care of the label; and 

WHEREAS, We are aware of the fact 
that the great majority of styles renders 
it utterly impossible to establish a uniform 
rate of wages, unless by the combined 
efforts brought about through a national 
organization; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, To request and urge the 
delegates convened to act upon and author- 
ize the Executive Board of the American 
Federation of Labor to bring about the im- 
mediate organization of a national body of 
suspender makers. 

Committee on Organization recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the 
president of the incoming Executive Coun- 
cil for action. 

Delegates Zimmerman, MIkol, O'Connell 
and Kreft spoke upon the question. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 95.— By Delegates W. O. 
Powell, C. Harry Hoke and H. C. Buckley, 
Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, It must be self-evident to 
all that the small wages received by women 
wage workers in trades that are occupied 
by men and women alike has a tendency 
of keeping all wages down; and 

WHEREAS, Organized labor must see 
the need of protecting itself by organizing 
the unorganized women workers through- 
out the country and aiding them to advance 
and improve their conditions; therefore be 
it 

RESOLVED, That all American Federa- 
tion of Labor organizers be instructed to 
make a special effort during the coming 
year to organize all women wage workers. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 103.— Ry Delegate A. W. 
Morrison of Cambridge Central Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The cities of Cambridge and 
Somerville are practically Jn a state of 
disorganization; and 

WHEREAS, Such a state of affairs is 
detrimental to the interests of organized 
labor in this section of the country; there- 
fore be it 
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RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor make special efforts looking 
to the organization of the cities of Cam- 
bridge and Somerville; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor recommend to the various 
International Unions that they make spe- 
cial efforts to organize Local Unions of 
their crafts in the> above cities. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 110.— By Delegate Julius 
Filler of Stone Masons No. 7,049: 

WHEREAS, At the Executive Council of 
the Federation of Labor at Toronto in 
April. 1903, the application for a charter 
for the Stone Masons' International Union 
of America was refused on the grounds 
that the Bricklayers and Masons' Union (a 
body not affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor) claimed jurisdiction over 
our craft, and because of the protest of 
the Bricklayers and Masons' Union the 
charter was refused, we therefore appeal 
to your honorable body and ask vour con- 
sideration of our just claim to tne rights 
and benefits which would result from the 
power and influence of an international or- 
ganization of our craft under the banner 
of the American Federation of Labor, an* 
asU at the hands of this Convention that 
our claims be given the consideration grant- 
ed to all other organizations by instructing 
the Executive Council to comply with our 
request by granting a charter as in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Constitution 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Organization recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the 
Executive Council. 



Delegate Faller opposed the committee's 
report. 

Delegate Duncan spoke in favor of the 
report. 

Delegate Stephens thought the Stone 
Masons were entitled to a charter, the 
Bricklayers having refused by referendum 
vote to affiliate with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Delegate Poplowsky thought the action 
of the committee was* on correct lines. 

Delegate Gurr said he was a bricklayer 
and the bricklayers did go out on strikes 
and gave financial assistance. 

Delegate Swartz stated that 1,000 stone- 
masons of Pittsburg had joined the Brick- 
layers within the past year. 

The previous question was then called 
for. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

The following telegram was read to the 
Convention: 

St. Louis, Mo., Nov. 11, 1903. 
Owen Mueller, American Federation of 

Labor. Revere House, or Faneuil Hall, 

Boston, Mass.. 

In behalf of exposition management . I 
extend most cordial invitations to Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to hold annual 
convention of 1904 in St. Louis during the 
universal exposition, confirming invitation 
by mail to John Morse. 

DAVID R. FRANCIS. President. 

The convention then adjourned until 9 
o'clock Monday morning. 
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Convention called to order by President 

Gompers at 9 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Mulholland, 
Klapetzky, McMahon (James), Looney, Jen- 
nings, Reldy, Nelson, Towey, Maher, Lar- 
sen, Callahan, Hobby. Hoke, Roach (John), 
Boyle, Lowe, Call, Schmidt, Scaife, Fitz- 
gibbeu, Winn (Peter), Scott^ (John A.), 
O'Hare, Dix, McKnight, Ross^ Lincoln, 
Flood, 'xansey, O'Donneli, Powell (Geo.), 
Carr, Curley (J. F.), Heals, McLaughlin (C. 



J.), Casey (Louis), Ferguson, Cummings 
(Wilbur P.), Thomas, Fossberg, Collins (T. 
J.), Scollin, Woods, Mahoney (D. D.), Curtis, 



Keene. Sarman, Duffy (O. H.), Henry, Pena, 
Allimon, Allabough, Jones (W. D.), Davis, 
Holland, Largay, Hluchey, McKee, Lawler, 
Hulse, Kane, Holloway, Dodd, Burman, 
Clarke (E. R.), Cowell, Lavin, Kuhn, Tyson, 
Hitchcock (Henry), Harskowitch, Moore (J. 
J.), Henderson (W. F.), Gosline, Patersou, 
Burton, Lynch (C. P.), Dlnneen, Hodges, 
Reed (W. A.), Cannon, Turnt, Gilpin, But- 
ler, Faulkerson, Cooper (J. A.), Schmattcr- 
lee, Studd, Page, Tussiny, Madden, Kidd 
(W. C), Morlin, Anderson, Field, Doran, 
Walshe (Richard), Tobin (P. F.), Brady, 
Murreli, Feehan, Creamer (Francis), Field- 
stack, Miles, McLeod, Hapgood, Mills, Rod- 
erick, Kelley (James), Dillon, Ludwig, 
Sodekson, Hillard, Damozonio, Timllty, 
Cooper (Wm.), Hill (L. A.), Delgle, Niein- 
sehesky, Rosenfield, Freeman, Smith (Wm). 
Boluer, Scott (Timothy), Lederer, Francis 
(F. W.), Hutchinson, Klein, Clark (Wm. 
H.», Tarrents, Herr, Bickler, Sadler. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Delegate Hancock for Committee on Cre- 
dentials, reported favorably on Fred Fay 
as a substitute for C. O. Pratt, who is ab- 
sent. 

Delegate Hill secured unanimous consent 
to introduce a resolution, which the chair 
referred to the Commitfee on Distribution. 

Delegate Wheeler, for Committee on Or- 
ganization, reported as foHows: 

Resolution No. 111.— By Delegate James 
L. Barry of Actors' National Protective 
Union: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at this Convention will kind- 
ly request all organizations affiliated with 
the same to kindly instruct their organizers 
to assist the Actors' National Protective 
Union of America in organizing all non- 



union actors thoughout the country in 
vaudeville theatres, music halls, parks, etc. 
Committee on organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 115.— By Delegate Tito 
Pacelli of Excavators Protective Union No. 
10,630: 

WHEREAS, InN view of the- fact that, 
there are many thousands of laborers 
throughout the state of New York, the City 
of New York, and the vicinity, who are 
of the Italian nationality and who have 
been trying to organize for the purpose of 
getting better conditions; and 

WHEREAS, Several locals of these 
Italian laborers have been formed and there 
are still thousands that can and ought to 
be organized; and 

WHEREAS, The last election held on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3d, 1903, the people of the 
State of New York voted in favor of the 
one thousand ton barge canal, which means 
that the State of New York will expend 
over one hundred million dollars and this 
work will consume many years and will 
require thousands of these laborers known 
as rockmen and excavators: therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor make special effort to aid the 
organizations already formed, and also en- 
deavor to organize those who are still un- 
organized. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 136.— By Delegate Emil 
Shaerer- 

WHEREAS, It is demanded by the pres- 
ent situation and the experience of the 
past, aud furthermore caused by the tights 
forced upon us by the various Boss Baker 
Associations, especially by The National 
Biscuit Conipanv (known as the Cracker 
Trust) and the New York Bakers' Pool; and 

WHEREAS. The fact is demonstrated 
again by the local Union No. 274, Pie Bak- 
ers of San Francisco, Cal., and the Pie 
Salesmen Local No. 106. also of San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., further by the Pie Bakers' local 
Union No. 112 and the Pie Salesmen's 
Union No. 113 of New York City, that by 
a thorough organization of both branches 
under the jurisdiction of the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers' International Union 
of America benefits can be achieved that we 
will otherwise have to forego; and 

WHEREAS, The common interests be- 
tween the salesmen of bakery goods and 
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the bakery workers affiliated with our in- 
ternational union is a decided one. and the 
salesmen much more related to our organi- 
zation than to any other international or 
national organization affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, We are confident that we 
*wili be fully able to cope with the con- 
ditions that may arise by having the sales- 
men of bakery goods under the jurisdiction 
of the Bakery and Confectionery Workers' 
International Union; and 

WHEREAS, The threatening danger of 
the United Employers is not at all a dis- 
solving view but a reality of which we be- 
come more convinced day by day; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, ac- 
cording to Act 4, Section 1, of the Consti- 
tution of the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers' International Union of America 
that a charter be granted to this organiza- 
tion concerning jurisdiction over the sales- 
men of bakery goods. 

Committee on- Organization recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

Delegate Wheeler moved that the report 
of the committee be concurred In. 

Delegate Shaerer opposed reference to 
the Executive Council and favored a defi- 
nite decision by the convention before ad- 
journment. 

Delegate Morris moved that the subject 
matter of this resolution lie over until the 
report of the committee on Executive Coun- 
cil is reached. 

Delegate Morris' motion was adopted. 

Resolution No. 149.— By Delegate Ed. Ut- 
ting of Allied Metal Mechanics: 

WHEREAS, The constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor guarantees 
strict trade's autonomy to organizations 
affiliated with said American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, A large number of unions 
have been granted charters by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor which should prop- 
erly come under the jurisdiction of affiliat- 
ed international unions; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed by this convention to transfer 
Federal Labor Unions to affiliated interna- 
tional unions having jurisdiction of craft. 

Committee on Organization recommends 
that the Executive Council enforce the 
constitution on this matter. 

President Gompers stated that charters 
are not issued to wage workers by the 
American Federation of Labor where they 
are eligible to affiliation with international 
or national organizations. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the resolu- 
tion, with the committee's report, be re- 
ferred back to the delegate who Introduced 



the same to give specific cases which 
caused the resolution to be introduced. 
Delegate Lennon's motion was adopted. 

Resolution No. 152.— By Delegate Cor- 
nelius Ford, Hudson County Central Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The Window Shade Makers 
and Window Shade Painters of New York 
and vicinity have organized as Locals 
10,536 and 10,537; 

RESOLVED, That it be the sense of the 
convention that the president of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, in his instructions 
to organizers, shall request them to organ- 
ize Window Shade Makers and Window 
Shade Painters in the following cities: 
Philadelphia, Boston, Detroit, Chicago, 
Oswego and Toronto, Canada. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 161.— By Delegate Chas. 
J. Keenan, Jr.: 

WHEREAS, Messenger Boys' Protective 
Union No. 11,252 of Boston desire to have 
these resolutions adopted at the twenty- 
third convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and sincerely hope they will 
take an Immediate action and intercede 
for us and help us all they can; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at its twenty-third annual 
convention shall Instruct Its delegates and 
national organizers to give their undivided 
attention to the organizing of the messen- 
ger boys all over the United States, s* that 
the Messenger Boys' Protective Union of 
Boston can have their co-operative support 
in the future; and be it 

RESOLVED, That the Messenger Boys' 
Protective Union No. 11,252 of Boston shall 
have the support of the^ American Federa- 
tion of Labor both financially and morally 
at this present time, as they are now out 
on a lockout and strike and need the said 
support very much; and 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor shall condemn the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company for their 
unfair action towards the messengers by 
locking them out because they belong to a 
union; and be it 

RESOLVED, That while the convention 
is in this city that the delegates when 
they want to use a messenger boy to ask 
him for his button, and if he is a union 
boy and if he cannot show his button and 
is not a union boy, refuse to use him, and 
in this way you will be rendering great 
help to us and strengthening the little 
union we are longing to preserve and in- 
crease its membership to its greatest ex- 
tent of membership. 

Committee on Organization recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the 
president to use his good offices to settle 
the difficulty, also that organizers be in- 
structed to give assistance whenever pos- 
sible, and that delegates to this convention 
hire none but union messenger boys. 
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On motion of Delegate Lewis the report 
of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 186.— By Delegate Theo- 
dore Payne, Asphalt Pavers: 

WHEREAS, The asphalt pavers have re- 
cently begun to organize and not having 
the finances to place an organizer in the 
field; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor will have their organizer do 
all they can to organize the asphalt street 
pavers wherever they are found. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 187.— By Delegate Theo- 
dore Payne, Asphalt Pavers: 

WHEREAS, The Asphalt Street Pavers 
having recently began to organize, we ask 
that the American Federation of Labor see 
that the organizers of the various cities 
and towns throughout the country wher- 
ever they are found will organize our class 
of workmen. We wish to be known as a 
class of workers favoring an eight-hour 
workday and oppose the injunction that is 
practised on union workingmen today. This 
is the sentiment of the Asphalt Pavers' 
Union 10,513. 

Committee on Organization reports no 
action necessary. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 218.— By Delegate Edgar 
A. Perkins of the Indiana Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Allied Metal Mechanics 
have protested against the issuance of a 
charter by the executive council of the 
American Federation of Habor to the Saw 
Grinders' Union of Indianapolis, claiming 
jurisdiction over the men working at this 
branch of the saw making industry* be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be instructed to grant a charter to the 
saw grinders, conditioned on the sanction 
of the Saw Smiths' International Union. 

Committee on Organization recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the 
Executive Council. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 171.— By Delegate Patrick 
Mahoney, Massachusetts State Branch: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense- of this 
Convention that there is nothing in the 
occupation of an insurance agent which 
Should debar those following that avoca- 
tion from organizing under the American 
Federation of Labor, subject to the usual 
restriction on qualification for membership. 

Resolution No. 235.— By Delegate Mike J. 
Donovan of the Pawtucket, R. I., Central 
Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, By a division of the Execu- 
tive Council of the Federation of Labor 
the Insurance Agents' Unions of this coun- 
try have been refused American Federation 
of Labor charters, on the untenable ground 
that insurance agents are not wage work- 
ers; be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention recog- 



nize the insurance agents as wage-workers 
and order the Executive Council to grant 
them charters. 

Committee on Organization recommends 
that resolutions No*. 171 and No. 235 be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate said in his opinion Insurance 
agents should be chartered by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Donovan favored the adoption 
of the resolution. 

Delegate Sinclair said he had been an in- 
surance agent for three years and they 
were certainly wage earners. 

Delegate Hill said he was instructed by 
the Nashviile Central Labor Union to fa- 
vor the Convention's instructing the Exec- 
utive Council to issue charters to organized 
insurance agents. 

Delegate O'Connell said the members of 
the committee were of the opinion that in- 
surance agents were not wage workers in 
the sense understood by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Delegate Richmond favored the issuance 
of charters to organized insurance agents. 

Delegate Daley opposed the recommenda- 
tion of the committee. 

Delegate Lennon thought that if the in- 
surance agents wanted to organize they 
could do so locally and when they had 
demonstrated their right to a position in 
the trades union movement there had been 
nothing done by the Executive Council to 
prevent them from getting a charter. 

Delegate Kreft favored the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Delegate McGovern favored the organiza- 
tion of insurance agents. 

Delegate Hibbert thought that insurance 
agents did a great deal of work and should 
be considered ^age earners. 

Delegate Kneeland opposed reference to 
the Executive Council. 

Delegate Boehm questioned if any of the 
insurance agents have ever made a de- 
mand on the employing class to Improve 
their condition. 

Delegate Evans said he was an insur- 
ance agent at one time for the Metropolitan 
and that anyone working for any of those 
companies was certainly a wage earner. 

Delegate Casey opposed the committee's 
report. 

President Gompers spoke at some length 
against the Issuing of charters tp insur- 
ance agents. 
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Delegates Slayton and Wilson opposed , 
the committee's report. 

Delegate Lavin favored the committee's 
report. 

The previous question was called for, 
and by a vote of 171 in favor to 77 against 
the report of the committee was concurred 
in. 

A roll-call was demanded and the chair 
called for a show of hands, only 24 dele- 
gates responding, which was not a suffi- 
cient number. 

Resolution No. 247.— By Delegate George 
E. Vincens of Central Labor Union of 
Springfield, Mass.: 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council of the American of Labor be 
and is hereby directed to order all organiz- 
ers of the American Federation of Labor 
to give their special attention to the work 
of organizing the tobacco strippers of the 
United States and Capada. 

Committee on Organization reports fa- 
vorably. 

Delegate Mahoney secured unanimous 
consent to amend the resolution by insert- 
ing the words "cigar factory" betore the 
words "tobacco strippers." 

Report of committee as amended con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 231 was withdrawn. 

Concurred in. 

Resolution No. 263.— By Delegate William 
J. Looney of Bookbinders: 

WHEREAS, Considerable agitation has 
been carried on in reference to the ab- 
sence of the Allied Printing Trades Coun- 
cil union label on school and college text 
books of the various cities and states; and 

WHEREAS, The confederation of the 
American Federation of Labor is now 
meeting in a city wherein the firms of 
Houghton & Mifflin, of the Riverside Press, 
The University Press and Ginn & Co., 
large manufacturers of these books, are 
located: therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That a special committee 
of five be appointed to call on these firms 
to endeavor to have them organize their 
plants and use the union label on their 
product; and be It further 

RESOLVED, That this committee re- 
port back to this Convention before ad- 
journment. 

Committee on Organization reports fa- 
vorably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

President Gompers appointed the follow- 
ing committee as requested In Resolution 
No. 263: 

Delegates Hursch, Healy, Henry, Knee- 
land and Taylor. 

Resolution No. 284.— Bv Delegates Frank 
Feenev of tflevator Constructors. .Tames 
Duncan of Granite Cutters. .Tames O'Con- 
nell of Machinists, Dennis Hays of Glass 



Bottle Blowers, Mark Morris of Retail 
Clerks, J. C. Bahlhorn of Board of Paint- 
ers, M. P. Carrick of Board of Painters, 
John Moffltt of Hatters, Frank Butter- 
worth of Terra Cotta Workers, Herman 
Lilien of Hod Carriers, and Wm. Spencer 
of Plumbers: 

WHEREAS, The city of Philadelphia has 
for years been known as one of the poor- 
est organized cities in the country, due to 
many causes, too many to enumerate in 
these resolutions; and 

WHEREAS, The building trade unions 
of that city after many y ears of hard and 
earnest work under great difficulties and 
at a great cost have been able to .fairly 
organize that city; 

WHEREAS, The money interests are all 
combined together with the political ma- 
chinery and all the daily papers to destroy 
the labor movement *)f Philadelphia, and 
more particularly the building, trades 
unions; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention make 
earnest appeal to all national and Inter- 
national unions affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, to at once send 
to the city of Philadelphia one or more 
organizers to begin an active campaign in 
that city beginning Jan. 1st, 1C04: further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the Federation be instructed to at 
once correspond with the officials of all 
national and international unions to that 
end. 

Committee on Organization reports favor- 
ably. 

Delegate Ilammerstrom said Jie hoped 
that if organizers were sent to Philadelphia 
the trade unionists of that city would lend 
them aU the assistance in their power. - 

Delegate Feency said they would give 
such assistance. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resoluton No. 80.— By Delegate Law- 
rence E. Murphy of Boston Water Workers* 
Union, No. 6.356: 

WHEREAS. In the City of Boston there 
are many municipal departments employ- 
ing skilled and unskilled labor; and 

WHEREAS, Many trades having nation- 
al and international un'ons claiming juris- 
diction over said employees: and 

WHEREAS The said conditions will pre- 
sent many perplexing questions to be set- 
tled: therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the national president 
of the American Federation of Labor ap- 
poirt n national organizer to act as arbiter 
on all questions arising between any two 
or more un'ons interested; further be it 

RESOLVED, That the national organizer 
appointed be instructed to organize and 
affiliate all eity employees in Massachusetts 
with the national body. 

Endorsed by J. J. Downing. Delegate 
from San'tary Workers' Union, No. 6,064. 

Committee on Organization reports un- 
favorably. 
Report of committee concurred in. 
r>o!o«?ate Downing moved that the report 
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of the committee and the resolution be 
recommitted to the committee. 
Adopted. 

v Resolution No. -112.— By Delegate George 
H. Turner of Protective Laborers' Union 
9756, Kansas City, Mo.: 

WHEREAS, At a meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
. of Labor, held at Washington, D. C, Sept. 
21 to 25, action of disapproval of the efforts 
to organize International Union of Protec- 
tive Laborers was expressed and the local 
union initiating the call for a convention 
for such purpose was requested,, to recall 
the circular letter containing the call 
which had met with unanimous approval 
from a number of local unions sufficient 
to form an international, and as the decis- 
ion of the Executive Council is contrary to 
the provisions of Sec. 2, Art. 9, of the con- 
stitution of the American Federation of 
Labor, on behalf of the local unions which 
have declared in favor of an international 
union. I appeal from their decision and 
ask for your careful consideration of our 
claims to the right and privilege granted 



by the constitution to form ourselves into 
an international that we may join the 
brotherhood of internationals and march 
forth under the banner of the American 
Federation of Labor and perform our fill 
share in the great battle for the rights of 
those who toil; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention direct 
the Executive Council to take immediate 
action which will result *n the organization 
of an International Protective Laborers' 
Union and the granting of a charter for 
the same. 

Committee on Organization reports un- 
favorably. m 

Delegate Turner asked that the report of 
the committee be non-concurred in. 

Delegates Hank, Lawson and Smith 
spoke upon the question. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Delegate Hibbert secured unanimous con- 
sent to introduce a resolution. 

Convention adjourned until 2 P. M. 



SEVENTH DAY— Afternoon Session. 



Convention called to order by President 
Gompers at 2 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), McGovern, 
Towey, Hoke, Boyle, Lowe. Schmidt, 
Eichelberger, Scaife, Bradley, Weber, Fitz- 
gibben, Carrick, Winn (Peter), O'Hare, Dix, 
Uoss, Lincoln, Sangster, Tansey,* O'Donnell, 
Powell (Geo.), Curley (Jno. F.), Neary, Mc- 
Laughlin (C. J.), Ferguson, Markey (H. A.), 
Thomas, Hasselbeck, B^ossberg, Cojiins 
(Thos. J.), Scoilin, Mahoney (D. D.), Cur- 
tis. Keeu«, Sarman, Duffy (O. H.), Henry 
(Frank), Pena, Allimon, Allabough, Jones 
(W. D.), Davis, Hinchey, Lawler, Hulse, 
Thompson, Kane, Holloway, Dodd, McKel- 
vey, Clarke (E. R.), Cowell. Harney, Kuhn, 
Tyson. Hitchcock (Henry), Harskowitch, 
Moore (J. J.), Barnett, Henderson (W. F.), 
Gosline, l'aterson, Burton, Dinneen, 
Hodges, Reed (W. A.), Cannon, Gilpin, But- 
ler, Faulkersou, Cooper (J. A.), Schmatter- 
lee, Studd, Page, Tussiny, Gascoyne, Mad- 
den, Kidd (W. C), Morlin, Anderson, Field, 
Doran, Walshe (Richard), Tobin (P. F.), 
Brady, Murrell, Feehan, Creamer (Francis), 
Fieldstack, Miles, McLeod, Hapgood, Mills, 
Roderick. Kelley (James), Dillon, Lud- 
wlg, Hillard, Damozonio, Cooper (Wm.), 
Hili (L. A.), Deigle, Gately, Rosenfield, 
Freeman, Smith (Wm.), Bolger, Scott (Tim- 
othy), Francis, Hutchinson, Klein, Clark 
(Wm. H.), Tarrents, Herr, Sadler. 

On -motion reading of the minutes was 
dispensed with. 

Delegate Driscoll, on behalf of the city 
of Boston, extended to the Convention an 
invitation to an excursion down the harbor 
on Thursday afternoon. 

Delegate Driscoll moved that we adjourn 
Thursday noon, to meet Thursday evening 



at 8 o'clock, so that delegates could take 
^the trip down the harbor. 

Delegate Kneeland favored the motion. 
Delegates Hart, Cable, Kelley and Mur- 
phy opposed the motion. 



Warner moved the previous 



Delegate 
question. 

Agreed to. 

By a vote of 120 in the negative to 109 
in the affirmative, the motion to adjourn 
Thursday noon was lost. 

Delegate Lewis, for the Committee on 
i Grievances secured permission to refer the 
following resolutions: 

No. 116 and No. 265 to Committee on Ex- 
ecutive Council's report; No. 137 and No. 
181 to Committee on Resolutions. 

Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 221.— By Delegates John 
McNeill, Ed. Fosland and David Mailoy of 
Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders: 

WHEREAS, We, the Brotherhood of 
Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders of 
America, desire to call attention of the 
delegates to the fact that the bridge and 
structural workers who are now affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
have secured their charter without notify- 
ing our organization of same, contrary to 
Article 9, Section 11, of the constitution; 
that "No charter shall be granted by the 
American Federation of Labor to any na- 
tional, International, trade or federal labo* 
union without a positive and clear defini- 
tion of the trade jurisdiction claimed by 



Digitized by 



Googk 



172 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



the applicant, and the charter shall not 
be granted if the jurisdiction claimed is a 
trespass on the jurisdiction of existing affili- 
ated unions, without the written consent of 
such unions." And believing the above 
section has not been lived up to, and 
knowing the advisability of a thorough un- 
derstanding necessary between our craft 
and structural workers, we desire to nave 
the Convention call a meeting of a com- 
mittee from the Boilermakeis and Struc- 
tural Workers, to be held in order to draw 
up a demarkation line for both trades: 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates assem- 
bled authorize a meeting to be held in the 
city of Chicago as above described, no 
later than December 1, 1903, and tha* a 
representative from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be present at the meeting. 

Committee on Organization reports that 
inasmuch as we have no evidence that the 
unions concerned have ever tr^ed to bring 
about a settlement of their differences, we 
recommend that the unions endeavor to 
bring about a conference In accordance 
with the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Committee on Organization recommends 
that Resolutions 22, 23, 33, 36, 44, 47, 50, 
56, 75, 105, 119, 120, 122, 128, 153, 154,' 157, 
160, 155, 172, 234, 231, 185, 238, 240, 246, 
2*3, 282, be referred to the Executive Coun- 
cil, and that when the finances of the 
American Federation of Labor permit they 
be complied with so far as the conditions 
warrant, and further recommthd that they 
take precedence wherever it is possible. 

Moved that report of committee be con- 
curred in. 

Delegate Finn said that Resolution No. 
157 should be considered separately. 

Delegate Drake of Los Angeles favored 
the report of the committee. 

Delegate Clay spoke at length on the 
question and strongly advocated that 
special effort in the way of organizing be 
put forth in the south. 

Delegate Ryall favored the committee's 
report and said that if any exceptions were 
to be made in the disposition of the reso- 
lutions as recommended by the committee 
he would insist that all of the resolutions 
be discussed on the floor. 

Delegate Jones favored the adoption of 
the report of the committee. 

Delegate O'Connell supported the com- 
mittee's report. 

Delegate Warner moved the previous 
question. 

Agreed to. 

The report of the committee was adopt- 
ed upon the 28 resolutions. 



Delegate David A. Carey, for the Com- 
mittee on President's Report, submitted 
the following: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Twen- 
ty-third Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of tabor. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Your committee on the President's Re- 
port respectfully report as follows: 

We consider the increase in membership 
a most gratifying one; the more so as it ap- 
pears to be a healthy growth which has 
brought to each of the old and trained 
organizations a very large increase in their 
membership, these men coming In amongst 
old and trained forces come under their 
influence and example and learn to march 
in step with them. This, we consider to 
be of great importance, because it gives to 
the new element steadiness, patience and 
perseverence that could only be obtained 
through years of experience. We find an- 
other gratifying fact, that the organizers 
of the American Federation of Labor do 
not seem to question if the unions organized 
by them will form a part of the American 
Federation of Labor; they organize them 
and attach them to the proper national 
or International union, without any regard 
to whether such national union is in afniia- 
tion with the American Federation of La- 
bor or not. Thus we lind that among other 
organizations they have organized and 
placed with the Bricklayers and Masons' 
International Union twenty-four locals. 

Under the captions, "Industrial Activity 
and Reaction," "Strikes and Funds as a 
Preventive," and "Agreemeut— Conciliation 
—Arbitration," the President is dealing 
with matters of the greatest and most seri- 
ous problems immediately ahead and your 
committee js in full accord with what he 
says upon this subject. We would, if we 
could add emphasis to the warning ad- 
dressed to the employers and the advice 
given to the trade unionists throughout the 
country. That industrial depression is evi- 
denced and is daily growing more pro- 
nounced is doubted by no one acauainted 
with the industrial situation today. The 
great dailies contain Information of cuts in 
wages or contemplated cuts in wages, also 
of men being laid off and the general feel- 
ing seems to be that the existing market is 
a falling one. There can be no doubt of 
the correctness of the position taken by the 
President when he says: 

"As a matter of fact, the greater the 
power of consumption of the great mass of 
workers, the larger their wants, the higher 
is their standard of life, the greater the 
degree of industrial and commercial pros- 
perity"; and again: 

"It is the height of economic unwisdom 
to curtail the consuming power of the 
masses as a means of industrial revival or 
prosperity." 

The President advises stern resistance to 
any attempt to reduce wages or increase 
the hours of labor, and your committee is 
in full accord with this advice and hope 
that it will be promptly endorsed by the 
convention and acted upon with calmness 
and determination by the general member- 
ship everywhere. Trade unions, however, 
like armies, largely move upon their "belly" 
and those who would have peace must be 
prepared to defend such peace, and next to 
a well disciplined and determined member- 
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ship is the lmportance-of a well filled treas- 
ury. If a union is known to have funds 
enabling it to sustain a struggle for months, 
single nanded, there is a much greater 
likelihood for peace and good-will, discus- 
sions and conciliation, than there is if the 
union has to depend upon donations from 
other organization?, to keep its membership 
alive during the struggle. We believe that 
the President is entirely right when he 
says: v 

"More strikes are avoided and averted 
by thorough organization and preparation 
for them, than by any other known means.". 

Reasonable Initiation fee, high dues, pro- 
visions for assessments of working mem- 
bers to sustain those in the fight and large 
benefits during peace, have been proven by 
-trade union nistory, to be the road to 
success. We recommend to the trade union- 
ists of the country the careful reading of 
the President's Report upon these matters. 
With all this, there is no doubt that strikes 
will come: they should be avoided if possi- 
ble, but under no circumstances should we 
permit ourselves to be placed in a position 
where we cannot defend ourselves and oth- 
ers when necessary by the use of the 
strike. 

The President, under the heading "Juris- 
diction Danger," deals with a matter that 
is monthly, yea weekly, growing more and 
more in importance and which will result 
in disintegration if we cannot be induced 
in some way to approach this question with 
common sense and in a more fraternal 
spirit, than that which we see developed 
on every hand today. The convention at 
Louisville dealt with this matter by adopt- 
ing the following: 

"Referring to the matter of trade 1uris- 
diction, we note the difficulties that have 
arisen, and feel satisfied that, whatever 
may be the desire of separate parts of the 
movement iu a direction of establishing 
hard and fast lines between the various 
crafts and callings, such action would be 
not only unwise but impossible. In our 
constantly^ changing industrial system, 
where we find a different stage of develop- 
ment in each Industrial centre, any definite 
lines laid down would either act as a 
straight-jacket, or would be disregarded. 
Your committee does, however, think that 
much may be done, in the direction of 
ameliorating the difficulties and dangers, 
by the separate organizations, working in, 
and necessarily to, the same establishment, 
refusing to enter into any agreement which 
will esstop them from protecting the inter- 
ests of their fellow- workers, or their own, 
as affected by any action which the em- 
ployer may choose to take with regard to 
them: or, whenever this is impracticable, 
adopting a policy of making their agree- 
ments with their employees so that they 
will expire at the same time, and having 
the agreements afterward entered into si- 
multaneously." 

However, the struggle has developed to 
greater proportions and greater danger. A 
desire for expansion has taken possession 
of some of our organizations along with an 
utter disregard for the rights of others. In 
a useless struggle about jurisdiction over 
certain workmen on the part of unions, and 
over some work on the part of the mem- 
bership, the feeling of solidarity is lost, 
th? sense of proportion is blurred, opportu- 
nities for improvement in workers' condi- 



tion are missed, and through unjust and 
unnecessary hardships imposed upon the 
employer, unnecessary strikes or lockouts 
are produced. It is a striking proof of our 
inability to govern ourselves and will cause 
a temporary disintegration of the movement 
if we cannot and will not deal with this 
matter in a calm and fraternal spirit. The 
numerous applications to revoke charters is 
an evidence of the extent to which this 
has gone and of the despair which underlies 
such demands. 

Prom this disagreeable subject we turn 
with pleasure to the report of other organ- 
izations who, sitting down calmly and in 
an unselfish spirit, have settled their diffi- 
culties in a rational way. 

Your committee is in full accord with 
what the President has to say under the 
headings, "Labor Movement in Canada" 
and "International Relations." 

In the matter of Porto Rico the Presi- 
dent says:* 

''I 2 ni tn \ ly Persuaded, however, from 
the Information received from various quar- 
ters, that the best interests of the labor 
movement of Porto Rico and its full affilia- 
tion, pursuant to the laws and policies of 
the American Federation of Labor make it 
necessary for the President of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to visit Porto 
Rico some time in the early part of the 
coming year." 

Your committee recommends that such 
instructions be issued by the convention. 

Under the headings of "Union Labels" 
?£ d t, Con fumers' Leagues-Label Leagues" 
the President reports upon sundry matters 
showing the increasing Importance of labels 
and the necessity for the safeguarding- 
from all encroachments, well meaning or 
otherwise. Your committee is in full ac- 
cord with the suggestions therein con- 
tained. 

Your committee recommends that the 
suggestions made by the President rela- 
tive to the St. Louis Exposition be adopted, 
and would urge a prompt compliance there- 
with on the part of the different organiza- 
tions. 

Your committee notes with regret that 
the department of labor was absorbed In 
the new department of commerce and 
labor. We believe that labor statistics, in 
coming through any other department of 
the government will, even with the best in- 
tention on the part of the secretary of 
such department, be colored to a sufficient 
extent to thereby lose its value. 

We note with regret the violation of the 
existing eight-hour law by the contrac- 
tors working under authority of the War 
Department. We endorse the action taken 
by the President in protesting against the 
position taken by the War Department, 
and we share with him the hopes that the 
President of the United States may find it 
consistent with his duty to issue such in- 
structions to the different departments as 
now seem .necessary for a uniform and 
proper enforcement of the eight-hour law 
by all of the departments. 

Referring to legislation we note that the 
Senate has again refused to enact the 
eight-hour bill and would add that, in ask- 
ing for the passage of this legislation, we 
approach the government as an employer 
with our petition, that in contracts there 
shall be inserted a proviso that all such 
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contracts shall be completed on an eight- 
hour day. When private employers refuse 
to listen to our petitions and to redress 
our grievances, we seek a remedy throueh 
the stoppage of work. It seems to us 
that the government should not j>lace us 
In a position to compel us to do the same 
thing in relation to work done for the 
government. We/ find that the Senate also 
insisted upon changing the anti-injunction 
to pro-injunction bill, and we endorse the 
action taken by the President in protest- 
ing against its passage in that shape. On 
this matter the committee desires to call 
attention to what was said on this subject 
by the convention held at New Orleans, 
as follows: 

"The use of the injunction in labor dls- 

Jmtes Is becoming more and more general; 
ts value to the employer, and its danger 
to the workmen, is becoming better and 
better understood. It is an effort to re- 
tain, through judicial decisions and orders, 
the power over the working people which 
has long been legislatively surrendered, 
and seems to have as its governing cause 
the concept that the ownership of a mine, 
a factory, or a means of transportation 
carries with it the ownership of so much 
of the working power of the laboring class 
as will make such factory, mine, or means 
of transportation profitable to its owner. 
This concept has in it an idea of peonage 
which, if permitted to grow, will re- 
establish peonage in Its most objectionable 
form. If through the use of the equity 
power vested in courts, our rights as 
workers to quit work at will, and to in- 
duce others to quit with us, era be taken 
away, th^n the peaceable evolution to- 
wards industrial democracy is cut off, and 
the workers will be compelled to look to 
more revolutionary measures for redress of 
existing grievances, and the obtaining of 
better conditions in the future. If we are 

Fermitted to withdraw our labor In unison 
rom any establishment where we have 
grievances to be redressed, then the de- 
velopment may go on the lines of the de- 
velopment in England towards political 
democracy, through parliamentary con- 
trol over taxation .and appropriation. If 
it is to be taken away, then we might as 
well now realize that peaceable develop- 
ment will stop, and the political history 
of France will be the industrial history of 
our country. For these reasons, your com- 
mittee recommends that no efforts be 
spared to induce the legislative power to 
curtail the usurpation indulged in by the 
judiciary branch of our government, by the 
enactment of the anti-injunction bill." 

We endorse what the President has to 
say and we reaffirm the previous position 
of the previous conventions in the matter 
of obtaining a comprehensive immigration 
law, Including an educational test. 

In the matter of the Mongolian Invasion 
into the mainland and the insular posses- 
sions, your committee agrees with the 
President and would urge that legislation 
be enacted which will stop the coming of 
Japanese and Coreans, as well as the 
Chinese. 

With reference to the recommendations 
of Governor Taft: that a limited number 
might be admitted into the Philippines for 
a limited period. We submit that such 
would be c system of peonage or compul- 



sory labor against which we most em- 
phatically protest, ^regardless of whether 
the laborer be white, black or yellow. 

In the matter of seamen's rights to the 
same individual and personal freedom en- 
joyed by other workers, we fully agree 
with the President and we protest against 
the continuation of this system of contracts 
to labor, enforcible by imprisonment as de- 
grading to the seamen and dangerous to 
the freedom of all other workers. 

Referring to the legislation introduced 
by Senator Frye of Maine and Representa- 
tive Allen of the same state, we regret 
that there are yet representatives and 
senators who are still .willing that some- 
one else should be permitted to draw the 
wages for which the seaman has signed 
and worked. 

In the matter of "Anti-Trust, Anti-Labor 
Legislation," "So-called Anti-Boycott Law" 
and "Child Labor Law," your committee 
is In accord with what the President says, 
and in addition would solemnly warn the 
workers against any class of legislation 
which, while it pretends to take from the 
employer the privilege of monopoly, is 
simply robbing the workers of the right of 
combination. That the child belongs in 
the school and on the playground instead 
of in the workshop and factory is as well 
known and recognized by those not blinded 
by personal interests, as is the multipli- 
cation table. We would in addition to this 
call attention to the deplorable condition 
existing in the south, where we flnd^the 
colored children in the school and on the 
playground, the whites in the factory, a 
matter for serious consideration of the , 
legislators meeting in the different capi- 
tals of the southern states. 

We note what the President says with 
reference to the "Initiative and Referen- 
dum." We recommend its endorsement by 
the convention and that it be carefully 
analyzed and acted upon by trade union- 
ists throughout the country. We note the 
recommendation pertaining to the Federa- 
tionist and urge that the same be adopted. 

Local strikes and defense fund has been 
referred to the Committer on Law, "the 
union shop or open shop" to the Committee 
on Resolutions, "institutions of learning 
and labor/ to the Committee on Educa- 
tion, and "auditing committee" to the 
Committee on Law; which respective com- 
mittees will deal with the matter contained 
in the report. 

In closing the report the committee 
would again call attention to that section 
of the report which deals with the duty of 
the trade unionists to stand shoulder to 
shoulder in the coming period of depression 
in defense of the improved condition ob- 
tained and their organizations to the end 
that when the depression shall have passed 
it may have solidified and sobered the 
movement. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. FURUSETH, Chairman; 
MARTIN P. MURPHY, 
DAVID A. CAREY, 
H. W. SHERMAN, 
JOHN FAHY, 
WM. M. GARRETT, 

Secretary. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be adopted. 
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Delegate Hoehn said he agreed with 
President Gompers' report. The president 
said in his report that the trade unionists 
should be ready to meet any attempt to 
lower wages or lengthen hours. 

Delegate D. A. Hayes favored the presi- 
dent's report. 

Delegate Max S. Hayes spoke in favor 
of President Gompers' report. 

Delegates Lavin, Slayton, Furuseth and 
Ramsay favored the adoption of the re- 
port of the committee. 

Delegate Warner moved the previous 
question. 

Agreed to. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Delegate Wilson of the Miners desired 
to be recorded as voting against that part 
of the committee's report relative to indus- 
trial depression.* 

Agreed to 

Delegate Hirsch, for Committee on La- 
bels, made the following report: 

Resolution No. 285.— By Delegates Albert 
Hibbert, James Tansey, Thomas O'Donnell 
and Samuel Ross of United Textile Workers: 

WHEREAS, The United Textile Work- 
ers of America have been for some time 
trying to have a label of their craft put 
upon all textile fabrics; and 

WHEREAS, They have been successful 
in placing their label in two shops; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, en- 
dorse the label of the United Textile Work- 
ers of America. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 275.— By Delegate John 
P. Frey, Iron Molders' Union of North 
America: 

WHEREAS, Convicts are employed in 
molding the castings used in making seals 
in direct competition with union molders; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Iron Molders' Union of 
North America have a label for the pur- 
pose of designating union made castings; 

RESOLVED, That the incoming officers 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
instructed to purchase only, such seals as 
bear the label of the Iron Molders' Union 
of North America. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 144.— By Delegate James 
P. Holland of Central Federated Union, 
New York: 

WHEREAS, The Paper Box Makers' 
Union members of New York city have 
been locked out by the combination of box 
manufacturers; and 

WHEREAS, Said paper box makers are 
engaged in a life ana death struggle; be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor, in Convention assembled, hereby 



pledges Its support to the Paper Box Mak- 
ers' Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all organizations be 
requested dot to handle any paper boxes 
unless same bear the label of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 113.— By Delegates Geo. 
Mackey and James F. Fitzgerald of Paper 
Makers: 

WHEREAS, The International Brother- 
hood of Paper Makers have been struggling 
for years to establish a uniform work day 
of eight » hours in the respective paper 
mills; and 

WHEREAS, The said organization has 
been successful in establishing the eight- 
hour work day in many of the mills; and 

WHEREAS, The products of said mills 
bear the union label of the International 
Brotherhood of Paper Makers, said label 
having the endorsement of the American 
Federation of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the respective organ- 
izations whose members are employee! in 
publishing concerns and who are obliged 
to handle the products of the paper mak- 
ers be urged to give preference to the pa- 
per bearing the label of the Paper Makers 
wherever and whenever possible. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 195.— By Delegate James 
Wood, Cigarmakers' Delegation: 

WHEREAS, The Cigarmakers* Interna- 
tional Union of America places upon the 
product of the labor of its members a blue 
union label to designate such labor from 
the products of child, prison, tenement 
house and Chinese labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates to the 
twenty-third annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor assembled 
condemn the practices by the trust and 
other non-union cigar manufacturers of the 
United States and Canada, who by the 
employment of young and Innocent chil- 
dren crush hope out of their lives, dwarf 
them physically, mentally and morallv; belt 

RESOLVED, That a general demand be 
made by the members of the American 
Federation of Labor for the union blue 
label of the Cigarmakers' International 
Union of America. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 225.— By Delegate J. 
Frank O'Hare of Printing Pressmen and 
Assistants * 

WHEREAS. The Allied Printing Trade 
Council of Boston and the various printing 
trade councils throughout the United 
States and Canada are endeavoring to have 
the label of the Allied Printing Trades 
Council placed on all printed books used in 
the public schools throughout the country: 
and 

WHEREAS, We believe that every unlo" 
man and woman should lend aid towards 
the success of this movement; 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor endorses the movement, and 
the secretary is hereby requested to com- 
municate with the secretaries of all na- 
tional bodies and central labor unions affi- 
liated with the American Federation of 



Digitized by 



Googk 



176 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



Labor and request them to assist In mak- 
ing the movement a success. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Delegate O'Hare spoke in favor of the 
adoption of the resolution. 

Delegate Mackey favored the committee's 
report and hoped that it would help the 
Paper Makers to push their label to the front. 

Ueport of the committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 98. — By Delegate James 
L. Barry of Actors' National Protective 
Union: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor indorse the label of the 
Actors' National Protective Union at this 
convention ; also that all unions affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor at 
all times insist upon the employment of 
union actors where talent is to be em- 
ployed. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Delegate Wood spoke in favor of the 
adoption of the committee's report. 

Ueport of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 107.— By Delegate Jere 
Cotter of United Gold Beaters' National 
Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The United Gold Beaters' 
National Union of America has for years 
endeavored to maintain its organization for 
the protection of Its members; and 

WHEREAS, The products of the gold 
beaters, namely, gold leaf, being used by 
the members of many affiliated unions such 
as the Brotherhood of Painters and Dec- 
orators and Paper Hangers of America, 
also the International Brotherhood of Book 
Binders and perhaps many other; and 

WHEREAS; The United Gold Beaters' 
National Union has adopted a label which 
is endorsed by the American Federation of 
Labor which is placed upon all packages 
of gold leaf manufactured by union firms; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the affiliated unions 
herein mentioned be instructed by the 
American Federation of Labor through its 
president that the members of the respec- 
tive unions be urged to use only gold leaf 
which bears the union label wherever and 
whenever possible to do so. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 26.— By Delegate H. J. 
Vollmer of the International Jewelry Work- 
ers of America: 

Owing to the fact that our label is in 
existence a short time and many organiza- 
tions are not familiar with same, we do 
hereby request that all jewelry, watches, 
buttons and emblems purchased bear the 
double acorn label. 

Committee on Label reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 278.— By Delegate Cotter 
of United Gold Beaters' National Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The New Orleans Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
endorsed the label of the Gold Beaters' 
National Union and appealed, to all affili- 
ated organizations to use the same; be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third an- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 



tion of Labor hereby reaffirm the endorse- 
ment and appeal. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 57.— By delegation of To- 
bacco Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The blue label of the Tobac- 
co Workers' International Union represents 
tobacco made under fair union conditions, 
by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The tobacco workers' label 
is the only proof of the same, as it dis- 
tinguishes union from non-union and trust- 
made tobacco; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled in 
Boston, re-endorse the blue label of the 
Tobacco Workers* International Union; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of each 
affiliated union be, and is hereby, requested 
to demand the blue label upon all tobacco 
and cigarettes he may purchase, thereby 
showing his loyalty to the cause of union- 
ism in a substantial manner. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 220.— By Delegate Jacob 
G. Hober of the International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on Horse 
Goods: 

WHEREAS, There are still many states 
In the United States and provinces in Can- 
ada, where leather horse goods are manu- 
factured by convicts in tne state institu- 
tions and prisons; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Interna 
tlonal United Brotherhood of Leather 
Workers on horse goods is the only symbol 
of true unionism and skilled labor; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor re-endorse the label of the International 
United Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
horse goods and request all unionists, es- 
pecially the different teamsters, locals af- 
nliated, to demand said label when pur- 
chasing or using horse goods; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor notify all 
affiliated teamsters' locals of this resolution. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 133.— By Delegate Emil 
Shaerer: 

WHEREAS, The Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers' International Union of Ameri- 
ca has, at their last convention held in 
April, l!K)3, adopted a label for candy 
makers as herein shown; and 

WHEREAS, Said label has as yet not 
been endorsed by the American Federation 
of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor endorses the adopted candy label of 
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers' In- 
ternational Union of America; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor be In- 
structed to assist in organizing this poorly 
organized craft, and also agitate the use 
of this said union label. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 52.— By Delegate Herman 
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Grossman of the International Ladies' Gar- 
ment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, By supporting the respective 
labels of the various organizations, the 
trade unionists of America can best assist 
each other on the economic battlefield, 
and gain each for the other the fullest 
recognition of the trade unions of the 
trade-union demands; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Interna- 
tional Ladles' Garment Workers' Union 
stands* for the aspirations and is the hope 
of the sweat-shop-ridden ladles' garment 
workers; and 

WHEREAS, The existence of the Inter- 
national Ladies' Garment Workers' Union. 
Is threatened by a manufacturers' asso- 
ciation, including the w.hole industry in all 
sections of ' the country, formed for the 
express purpose of disrupting this growing 
body; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That this convention reit- 
erates the action of the Scranton, 1901, 
and New Orleans, 1902, conventions and 
endorses the label of the International La- 
dies' Garment Workers' Union, placed on 
all articles of ladies' wearing apparel, by 
which is meant, ladies', misses' and chil- 
dren's cloaks, suits, waists, skirts, wrap- 
pers, dresses, corsets, lingerie, etc.; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the members of the 
American Federation of Labor are In- 
structed to urge their mothers, wives and 
daughters to demand and wear union la- 
belled ladles' garments, and that the wo- 
men members of the American Federation 
of Labor are especially Instructed to de- 
mand union labelled clothing for them- 
selves; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That to attract the atten- 
tion of the wage earners, both women and 
men, to the label of the International La- 
dies' Garment Workers' Union, special 
mention shall be given to the same in the 
columns of the American Federationist, the 
official organ of the American Federation 
of Labor; and that 

WHEREAS, The Label of the Interna- 
tional Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
must appeal especially to the women for 
support; be It 

RESOLVED, By this convention that 
the organizers of the American Federation 
of Labor shall agitate for the label of the 
said organization in their respective lo- 
calities, especially among the women, both 
organized and unorganized, and thus edu- 
cate them to demanding and wearing the 
articles manufactured by honest union la- 
bor and not made in sweat shops or tene- 
ment houses; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this convention, rep- 
resenting the organized wage earners of 
America, requests the various orders, or- 
ganizations and societies in which women 
are admitted to membership, or which are 
composed entirely of women, to give their 
moral support to the contest being waged 
against the sweat-shop and tenement- 
house evil still dominant in the ladies' gar- 
ment Industries, bv insisting and calling 
for the union label of the International La- 
di< s' Garment Workers' Union upon all 
articles of cloth'ng bought for their own 
use, and that this convention once more 
pledges the moral support of all organized 
labor to the label of tbe International La- 
dles' Garment Workers' Union, which is 



the only true emblem of the organized 
wage earners, guaranteeing to the pur- 
chaser freedom from the contagion of the 
sweat shop and tenement house, and stand- 
ing for fair play and decent treatment of 
the wage earners. 

Committee on Labels reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

The committee on Labels recommends 
the adoption of Resolution 257, to read as 
follows: 

Resolution No. 257.— By Delegates F. H. 
Murray and Chas. Doid of Piano and 
Organ Workers International Union of 
America : 

WHEREAS. The design of the label of 
the Piano and Organ Workers' Interna- 
tional Union of America has been changed 
since the last convention of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Label of the Piano and 
Organ Workers' International Union of 
America was endorsed at previous conven- 
tions of the American Federation of Labor, 
as the label designating the product of 
union labor on pianos, organs and musical 
instruments; be it * 

RESOLVED, That the new design be en- 
dorsed by the American Federation of La- 
bor, as the only label of the Piano and 
Organ Workers International Union ot 
America, on pianos, organs and musical in- 
struments (except brass instruments) indi- 
cative of union conditions. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 13.— By Delegate Edward 
Cohen, of Central Labor Union of Lynn: 

WHEREAS, A struggle for supremacy 
between the K of L. and A. L. U. on the 
one side and the Boot and Shoe Workers 
of America en the other side is going on 
in the city of Lynn, Mass., resulting in 
joint action between the K. of L. and the 
A. L. I J. in boycotting the Union Stamp 
of the Boot and Shoe Workers' Union and 
all other Union Labels, Cards and Stamps; 
therefore be it 

RT^OLVED, That the delegates in con- 
vein ion assembled do again indorse the 
Union Stamp of the Boot and Shoe Work- 
ers' Union of America; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all affiliated organiza- 
tions, organizers and district organizers be 
instructed to use their best endeavors and 

f»ay particular attention to have placed on 
he unfriendly list all shoes manufactured 
in the cities of Lynn and Haverhill not 
bearing the Union Stamp of the Boot and 
Shoe Workers' Union of America. 

First resolution referred to Committee on 
Labels. 

Second resolution referred to Committee 
on Boycotts. 

The Committee on Labels reports favor- 
ably upon the reindorsement of the union 
stamp of the Boot and Shoe Workers' 
Union. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

It was moved that so much of the reso 
lution as refers to boycott be referred to 
the Executive Council to take the usual 
course. 

Adopted. 
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Resolution No. 186.— By Delegate Joseph 
W. Kelley, Brockton Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The stamp of the Boot and 
Shoe Workers' Union is the only recognized 
Boot and Shoe Workers stamp of the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Through the controversy of 
two dual organizations of labor the Knights 
of Labor have been and are boycotting the 
product of members of the Boot and Shoe 
Workers' Union; therefore be it 

UNSOLVED, That the delegates In con- 
vention assembled do again indorse the 
Union stamp of the Boot and Shoe Workers' 
of America; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all affiliated organiza- 
tions, organizers and district organizers be 
instructed to use their best endeavors and 
pay particular attention to have placed on 
the unfriendly list all shoes manufactured 
in the cities of Lynn and Haverhill not 
bearing the union stamp of the Boot and 
Shoe Workers' Union of America. 

Committee on Labels reports no action 
necessary, the subject matter being covered 
by Resolution No. 13. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 200.— By Delegate John J. 
Casey of the Pennsylvania State Federa- 
tion: 

WHEREAS, Persons advocating the pur' 
chasing of union label goods are often em- 
barrassed by goods purchased by them- 
selves, and not being able to do so, through 
no fault of theirs, as the American Federa- 
tion of Labor paper label is partly re- 
sponsible for this, as it Is easily removed 
from the article it Is originally placed on. 
by dampness and otherwise; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
struct the officers in charge of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to discontinue the 
use of the paper label, where possible, and 

f procure a cloth label, which can be sewed 
nto the articles it is placed on, such as 
suspenders, neckties, etc. 

Committee on Labels recommends that 
this resolution be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council with favorable recommenda- 
tion provided there is no obstacle to Inter- 
fere with the carrying out of same. 

Delegate Wheeler said there was no bet- 
er way to assist the label than through 
the Women's Label Leagues. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 203.— By Delegate George 
W. Williams of the International Stereo- 
typers and Electrotypers Union: 

WHEREAS, Printed matter bearing no 
evidence of being the product of union 
labor has appeared in this hall; and 

WHEREAS. We believe it to be consis- 
tent with our declaration of principles that 
such appearance should be prevented; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That a committee of three 
(3) be appointed to examine each lot of 
printed matter presented for distribution 
in this hall, and allow none to appear that 
does not bear the union label of the print- 
ing trades. 

Committee on Labels reports action un- 



necessary on account of previous action 
by the Convention. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 49.— By Delegate F. C. 
Wheeler of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters of America: 

WHEREAS, It has been clearly demon- 
strated that wherever a Woman's Union 
Label League has been established that 
much good has been accomplished, espe- 
cially for the clerks and for unions having 
a label on their products; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the convention of the 
American Federation of Labor earnestly 
endorse the Woman's Union Label League 
and recommend wherever possible the label 
be established. 

Committee on Labels reports no action 
necessary, as subject matter has been cov- 
ered in Resolution No. 30, which has been 
acted upon by the convention. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 167.— By Delegate Shee- 
han, Federated Trades Council: 

WHEREAS. A number of local trades 
unions are using the label of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, These local trades unions 
•that are using the American Federation of 
Labor label are generally young organiza- 
tions that have no surplus funds in their 
treasury, and therefore are forced to draw 
the money needed to purchase labels from 
their employer; and 

WHEREAS, In a great many Instances 
they take advantage, by advancing the pur- 
chase money, of misusing the use of said 
label, by claiming ownership, by right of 
purchase; 

RESOLVED, By the Federated Trades 
Council, that the twenty-third annual con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor devise ways and means to furnish its 
affiliated unions with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor label, and the same not to 
be paid for by the employer and the union 
until used. 

Committee on Labels refers to Executive 
Council without recommendation. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 76. — By Delegate James 
Sheehan of Wisconsin State Federation of 
Labor: . 

WHEREAS, The labeling of union made 
goods is one of the most effective weapons 
in the economic struggle; and 

WHEREAS, The present method of label 
Ing union made goods does not give th«» 
satisfaction that it should owing to the 
large number of labels, which would ne- 
cessitate for some articles to have several 
labels in order to be considered union 
goods; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the convention of the 
American Federation of Labor appoint a 
committee to devise ways and means for a 
universal label to be used on all union 
made goods. 

Resolution No. 109.— By Delegate F. W. 
Burman of Schnectady Trades Assembly: 

WHEREAS, The present method of label- 
ing union-made goods does not give the 
satisfaction it should owing to the large 
number of labels now in use, and It is a 
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difficult task for the large majority of union 
men to recognize the genuine label; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention adopt 
a universal label instead of the numerous 
labels now in use to be used on all union- 
made goods. 

Committee on Labels reports unfavora- 
bly on Resolutions, No. 76 and No. 109. 

Delegate Leonard opposed the commit- 
tees report and favored the adoption of a 
universal label. 

Report of the committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 11.— By Delegate Herman 
G. Vollmer, International Jewelry Workers 
of America: 

WHEREAS, The Watch Case Engravers 
are placing their label on non-union watch 
cases, and the same are sold as union 
product, we do hereby present this griev- 
ance to your committee for adjustment. 

Committee on Labels recommends refer- 
ence to Grievance Committee. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 177.— By Delegates repre- 
senting the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners: 

WHEREAS, The label of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America is now registered in thirty-four 
different States in this country; and 

WHEREAS, Said label is known as an 
eight-hour label, in conformity with the de- 
cision of the Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, held in Boston, Mass., 
In 1889, and in accordance with the laws 
laid down by the twelfth biennial conven- 
tion of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America, held in Atlan- 
ta, Ga., September 15-30, 1902; and 

WHEREAS, On June 25, 1903, an of- 
ficial request was made on the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor to indorse the label of the United 
Brotherhood; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council, on 
October 2, 1903, refused indorsement of 
the said label; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty-third 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor revoke the action taken 
by the Executive Council on October 2, 
1903, and indorse the union label of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America. 

Committee on Labels recommends refer- 
ence to Committee on Executive Council's 
Report. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 127.— By Delegate Joseph 
W. Kelley of Brockton Central Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Through the controversy be- 
tween the Brockton Central Labor Union 
and the Bakers' Union, on the question of 
union label and non-union label yeast; and 

WHEREAS, The Brockton Central Labor 
Union has unseated the delegates of the 
Bakers' Union for discriminating against 



the label of the American Federation of 
Labor; 

RESOLVED, That the delegates in Con- 
vention assembled do instruct the General 
Executive Council to take action to protect 
any further discrimination against the 
label of the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Labels recommends refer- 
ence to Committee on Grievances. 
Report of .committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 279.— By Delegate Jere 
Cotter of Gold Beaters' National Union of 
America : 

WHEREAS, The Hastings Company of 
Philadelphia, Pa., which also comprises the 
Kemp Company of New York city, gold 
leaf manufacturers, have been placed upon 
the unfair list by the twenty-second annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The afore-mentioned concern 
has forced its employees to be organized 
, into the Knights of Labor, which so-called 
organization supplied the said concern with 
an alleged label similar to that used by 
the Gold Beaters' National Union of Ameri- 
ca; be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-third an- 
nual Convention hereby call upon organ- 
ized labor in general and the Brotherhood 
of Painters and Decorators, Brotherhood 
of Bookbinders, Gilders, Sign Writers, Car- 
riage Workers, and Tip Printers in particu- 
lar to only use the gold leaf containing the 
label of the Gold Beaters' National Union 
of America, affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Labels recommends refer- 
ence to Committee on Boycotts. 
Report of committee concnrred in. 

Resolution No. 147.— By Delegate Philip 
Kellv and Lee M. Hart of International 
Alliance Theatrical Stage Employees: 

WHEREAS, The past year's history of 
the trade union movement has shown that 
fundamental laws of organization through 
the heartless and selfish motives of ag- 
grandizement by many of our large na- 
tiopal and international unions courteously 
taking unto themselves the work and rights 
of trade long established; and 

WHEREAS, This continued trespassing 
upon the trade rights and juricdletion be- 
longing to these many crafts have been 
honestly granted to them by right of labor, 
and the consent, by jurisdiction granted 
to them, as strict trades men by this great 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, It is well known and self- 
evident to all that this crime against strict 
trade autonomy (honesty) has not alone 
tended to disrupt our unions, but is bring- 
ing such discredit upon our entire move- 
ment that the condition has changed where- 
by our fellow-workmen have become more 
feared than the aggressive employer; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the twenty-third 
annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor reaffirms its doctrine of strict 
trade autonomy and hereby gives notice 
to all its affiliated crafts that they must 
strictly confine themselves to the actual 
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jurisdiction that their charters call for un- 
der penalty of having said charter revoked. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
reference to Committee on Grievances. 

Uep.>rt of committee concurred in. 

PresHent Gompers then introduced Pres- 
ident James C. Keller of the National Let- 
ter Carriers' Association, who spoke as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Chairman and Delegates: In accept- 
ing an invitation to address you here today, 
we believe it our duty to preface our re- 
marks by thanking you on behalf of the 
Letter Carriers of the United States for the 
opportunity accorded to be here with you at 
this time, to accept the invitation extended 
last Saturday, to take a seat upon the floor 
and listen to the discussions. The carriers 
of the United States are fast approaching 
a final period of organization. They fall 
beneath the same influences that all men 
are subjected to at this period. This is an 
era of organization. We may go further 
than that and say that organization has 
been going on since the beginning of time. 
If we take the human race at its very In- 
ception we find that poor old Adam, in the 
Garden of Eden, surrounded with all these 
things which were conducive to the comforts 
of life, felt dissatisfied, and felt as though 
something was lacking. The good Lord 
commiserated with him and gave him a 
chance to form the very first union of 
which we have any direct knowledge. We 
did not stop there. We find, finally, from 
that union, springing the family; we find 
plans and tribes. Finally, we found 
unions, and we are now apnroaching an in- 
ternational union which knows no boundary 
lines, but which recognizes this one fact. 
We may worship at the shrine of Moham- 
med, we may worship the Sun, we may 
believe in divine prophets, we may say that 
we are responsible for our existence to 
Nature. Nevertheless, we believe that if 
there is a power higher than ourselves, re- 
sponsible for our existence, a power over 
which we have no control, but which in it- 
self has called us into existence, no mat- 
ter under what form or name by which we 
recognize that power, we must recognize 
that we all sprung from that, to have a 
unity of purpose, a unity of Interest, and, 
consequently, subscribe in one form or an- 
other to that brotherhood of man which 
disregards constitutions, which disregards 
impr nt, or boundary line. That is a prin- 
ciple to which we all subscribe, and we do 
not ask, where do you come from; where 
do you hall from, so long as you recognize 
that unity of interest which brings men 
together. Just so long as you recognize 
that men working for a living are entitled 
to a living, are entitled to judge conditions, 
are entitled to conditions under which they 
can prosper; we recognize you as brothers. 

We feel that we owe to the American 
Federation of Labor our everlasting thanks 
for all which they have done for us. We 
know at a time when the carriers of the 
United States were unorganized there was 
placed upon the statute books of this coun- 
try the tentative eight-hour law. We know 
that an attorney-general at that time said 
that that law applies to mechanics, la- 



borers and clerks in the employ of the 
government. We also know that that same 
attorney-general said that the carriers of 
the United States fitted under none of 
these occupations; they are neither me- 
chanics, laoorers or clerks: we had no 
place in which we fitted, we had no or- 
ganization at that time excepting a small 
organization in single cities. The Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor at that time took 
up the cudgel, and I believe the succeed- 
ing attorney-general brought that matter 
up, and the Supreme Court of the United 
States, upon the initiative taken by this 
organization, of which you are members, 
reversed the decision of the previous at- 
torney-general, and the eight-hour law was 
considered then to apply to the carriers. 
We know that to work eight hours per day 
requires from twelve to fourteen, and in 
some instances 16 hours. We know that we 
have swings in between, — that a man will 
work two hours and a half, and then have 
forty-five minutes, thus spreading tne 
eight hours over as much of the twenty- 
four as possible. That is gradually being 
eliminated. We know that man does not 
live to work; man works to live, and as a 
result of his labors he hopes to get the 
best living it is possible to expect. That 
Is what men are working for, and that 
is one of the reasons why we contend for 
a shortening of the hours of labor. Many 
a man toils as a carpenter, as a letter 
carrier, as a hod-carrier, as a bricklayer, 
as a clgarmaker. Why? In order that in 
a result of that toil he may be able to 
provide for himself and his family; that he 
may be able to raise his children as they 
should be, to. see to it that they get the 
benefits of an" education, to see that they 
are not sent to the shops to toil until they 
have become mentally and physically de- 
veloped and so equipped that they can 
have the benefits of life. That is one of 
the reasons why men desire to have good 
organizations, and that Is one of the rea- 
sons why men follow a certain vocation 
In life. The shortening of the hours of 
labor gave these very people the oppor- 
tunity to enjoy some of the better things, 
to live in the bosom of their family, the 
right to declare themselves along different 
lines. When you toil incessantly from morn- 
ing to night, that opportunity is taken 
from you. 

The carriers of the country are fast ap- 
proaching that period where they realize 
tbat the interests of one are the Interests 
of all. 

We believe that with conservative, calm 
judgment and good management on the 

f>art of people that a thorough understand- 
ng of the aims and objects of labor, it will 
not be far distant, when entering upon the 
councils of the Federation of Labor, you 
will also find the delegates from the Na- 
tional Association of Letter Carriers. 1 
thank you. 

President Gompers: I simply want to 
thank the brother. I express the apprecia- 
tion of all for the fraternal visit, and the 
expressions of good will. We trust that 
the hopes that Brother Keller express *wTH 
Foon he realized. 

Convention then adjourned. 
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Convention called to order by President 
Gompers at 9 o'clock. 

Barry (Jas. L.), McMahon (James), 
Jennings, Fish, Reidy, Monaghan, Tow- 
ey, Stephens, Hoke, Schmidt, Scaife, 
Bradley, Fitzgibben, Hancock, Winn 

i Peter), Dold, Scott (John A.), O'Hare, 
)ix, Quick, Lincoln, Tansey, O'Con- 
nell, Powell (Geo.), Carr, Curley (John 
F.j, Ferguson, Murphy (Patrick J.), Markey 
(H. A.), Thomas, Kelly (Jos. W.), Scully 
(Dennis J.), Campbell, Fosberg, Collins, 
Scollin, Woods, Sinclair, Mahoney (D. 
D.), Curtis, Keene, Sarman, Duffy (Os- 
car H.), Powell (Patrick J.), Henry (Frank), 
Pena, Allimon, Allabough, Jones (W. D.), 
Davis, Holland, Lawler, Hulse, Kane, Hol- 
loway, Dodd, Clarke. Cowell, Dolan, Con- 
nor, Kuhn, Tyson, Hitchcock, Harskowitch, 
Moore (J. J.), Brayer, Henderson (W. F.), 
Gosliue, Paterson, Burton, Lynch (Chas. 
P.), Dinneen, Hodges, Reed, Cannon, Gilpin, 
Faulkerson, Cooper, Schmatterlee, Studd, 
Page, Tussiny, Gascoyne, Madden, Kidd 
(W. C), Morlin, Anderson, Field, Doran. 
Walshe, Tobin, Brady, Murrell, Feehan, 
Creamer, Fieldstack, Donnelly (John B.j, 
Miles, McLeod, King, Mills, Roderick, 
Kelley (James), Dillon, pudwig, Sodekson, 
Hillard, Damozonio, Timilty, Cooper, Rus- 
sel. Hill (Louis A.), Deigle, Gately, Rosen- 
fleld, Freeman, Smith fVVni.), Bolger, Scott, 
Francis, Hutchinson, Klein, Clark (Wm. 
H.), Tarrents, Herr, Sadler. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Delegate Clay secured unanimous consent 
to introduce a resolution. 

Delegate Laplant requested unanimous 
consent to introduce a resolution. 

Objection was made. 

Delegate Haskins, for the Committee on 
Laws, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 1— By James Wilson, of 
the Pattern Makers' League of North Amer- 
ica. 

Change section 4 of article 3 of the Con- 
stitution. "The Executive Council of the 
Federation shall every six months appoint 
an expert accountant to audit the books of 
the Federation, and make reports to all 
national, international, central, state and 
federal unions, of the findings of such 
audits. The expense of such audits to be 
paid from the funds of the Federation." 

New section: "The president shall ap- 
point a credential committee consisting of 
three (3) delegates-elect. This committee 
shall meet at the place for holding the 
Convention, three days prior to the Conven- 



tion and shall report upon credentials im- 
mediately upon the opening of the Con- 
vention. The expenses of said Committee 
to be paid out of the funds of the Federa- 
tion." 

Committee on Laws reports unfavorably 
and recommends that section 4 of article 3 
be amended as follows: Strike out all the 
words in line six after committee, all of 
line seven and the word convention in line 
eight and insert "The committee shall meet 
at such place as the president of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor may direct, and 
at such time prior to the convention as the 
president may determine is necessary for 
the proper performance of their duty." 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 17.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of Federal Labor Union 6,482, St. 
Louis Mo.: 

Amendment to Preamble of A. F. of L. 
Constitution: 

Insert the following as the first para- 
graph of Preamble to A. F. of L. Consti- 
tution: 

"WHEREAS, Labor being the creator of 
all values and the foundation of all civil- 
ization, and believing it to be the natural 
right of those who create this social wealth 
to enjoy to the fullest extent the fruits of 
their labor, and realizing that the rapidly 
changing industrial conditions of our time 
and the concentration of capital make it 
imperative upon the wage working class to 
organize for the purpose of bettering their 
condition and bringing about the emanci- 
pation of labor from wage slavery." 

Committee on Laws reports unfavorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 19.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn, Federal Labor Union No. 6,482: 

Amendment to Constitution of Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Strike out Section 3 of Article 3 and sub- 
stitute the following: 

"Only such political questions and meas- 
ures affecting the interests of the working 
class shall be discussed or acted upon by 
the conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor." 

Committee on Laws reports unfavorably. 
Delegate Hoehn spoke in favor of the 
resolution. 

Report of committee concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 38.— By Delegate Geo. W. 
Brandon of Trades and Labor Council: 

Amendment to Article XII. Section II., 
of the constitution by striking out the 
words "to instruct" and replacing them 
with "to compel." 

Committee on Laws reports unfavorably. 

Delegate Lavin opposed the report of the 
committee and favored the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Delegate Wheeler moved that out of 
courtesy to the delegate who introduced 
the resolution it should be laid over until 
such time as he could appear to present 
his side of the case. 

Delegate Dale asked that when Resolu- 
tion No. 46 be reached it be suspended un- 
til Its author was given an opportunity to 
be heard upon the floor. 

The convention then voted to defer ac- 
tion on the resolution and other resolutions 
upon the subject until Delegate Macarthur 
returned to the hall. 

Resolution No. 129.— By Delegate Frank 
Poplowsky of Ohio State Federation: 

RESOLVED, That inasmuch as wages 
have been Increased almost universally in 
all branches of labor and organization has 
reached a greater degree of perfection dur- 
ing the past year, and as these conditions 
have been brought about in a great meas- 
ure by the efficient and energetic work of 
the general officers of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the salaries of the 
general organizers of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor be increased to $5 per 
diem and all necessary and legal expenses 
such as railroad fares, hotel bills, etc. 

Committee on Laws reports unfavorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 190.— By Delegates John 
F. Tobin, Collis Lovely, Gad Martindale, 
James F. Carey, Boot and Shoe Workers' 
Union : 

WHEREAS, Many complications have 
arisen through the indiscriminate action 
of local unions and central bodies placing 
firms on the unfair list without securing 
the proper sanction of the National or In- 
ternational union representing the partic- 
ular trade or calling involved; and 

WHEREAS, Hasty and ill advised ac- 
tion of this kind has an adverse influence 
upon the general good reputation enjoyed 
by national and international unions in the 
conduct of their business; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the committee on laws 
of this twenty-third annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor be In- 
structed to amend the constitution so as to 
absolutely prohibit placing any business 
concern on the unfair list by any local, 
central or state body connected with the 
American Federation of Labor, without 
the sanction of the national or interna- 
tional union whose interests are involved, 
and indorsed bv the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor, where 



such business concern manufactures and 
sells merchandise outside of the particular 
town, city or state in which such manu- 
facturing concern is located; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That where any business 
concern is on the unfair list contrary to 
the spirit and letter of these resolutions, 
a settlement shall be negotiated or the 
firm removed from the unfair list on or 
before February 1, 1904. 

Committee on Laws recommends the fol- 
lowing substitute for the resolution, to be 
added to section 5 of article 12: 

"No Central Labor Union or other central 
body of delegates shall have the authority 
or power to place any firm or manufactur- 
er doing an interstate business on the un- 
fair list without the sanction of the nation- 
al or international union whose interests 
are involved." 

Delegate Mackey opposed the commit- 
tee's substitute. 

Delegate Mikol favored the substitute. 

Delegates Murphy, Furuseth and Borden 
spoke against the substitute. 

Delegate Lennon said the amendment 
only affected firms doing an interstate 
business. 

Delegate Kelly opposed the committee's 
amendment. 

Delegate Vincens opposed report of com- 
mittee. 

Delegate Dutle said he was opposed to 
the committee's report and also to the res- 
olution itself. 

Delegate Cummins said he was in favor 
of the substitute. 

Delegate Kneeland opposed the substi- 
tute because it tied the building trades 
hand and foot. The building trades con- 
tractors are interstate contractors. 

Delegate Hirsch said he was in favor of 
the adoption of the resolution. He said all 
foreign beer is on the unfair list. 

Delegate Tobin said it did nbt apply in 
any way to the building trades. It only 
applied to products that were sold in the 
various states. He said that the Hamilton, 
Brown & Co. shop is a union establishment 
and uses the union label of the Boot and 
Shoe Workers. 

Delegate Hammerstrom favored the res- 
olution. 

Delegate W. H. Sherman opposed the 
resolution. 

Delegate Kemper said he believed the 
building trades were right, but other 
trades were interested. 

Delegate Wolfe desired to be recorded 
as opposed to the amendment. 

Delegate Wilson moved as an amend- 
ment that the words "doing an interstate 
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business" be stricken out, and the words 
"making interstate sales" be inserted. 

The previous question was then called 
for. 

Agreed to. 

The motion to concur in the committee's 
report was lost. 

Delegate Kaufman moved that the reso- 
lution be recommitted. 

On motion of Delegate Furuseth the 
whole matter was iaid upon the table. 

Resolution No. 193.— By Delegate Thomas 
L. Hughes, Illinois State Federation of La- 
bor: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be and is hereby respect- 
fully petitioned to reduce the rate of per 
capita and defense fund tax, to be paid to 
said organization by affiliated locals and 
federal labor unions. 

Committee on Laws reports unfavorably. 

Report of Committee Concurred in. 

Resolution No. 198.— By Delegate J. T. 
B. Edward of the Newport Central Labor 
Union: 

RESOLVED, That Central Labor Unions 
be allowed, If they see fit, to refuse the 
admittance of delegates of any National 
or International Union allowing employers 
of labor into their organizations as active 
members, who also follow some trade or 
occupation other than that to which their 
union has direct jurisdiction over. 

Committee on Laws reports unfavorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 210.— By Delegate Robert 
A. Callahan of Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes International Alliance and Bar- 
tenders' International League of America: 

WHEREAS, Questions affecting the all- 
important rights of trades jurisdiction, as 
set forth in the last annual report of the 
president of the American Federation of 
Labor, threatens the disruption of that 
magnificent body, representing two millions 
of industrialists; and 

WHEREAS, It is rapidly becoming ap- 
parent that an annual convention of one 
week's duration, supplemented by an execu- 
tive board composed of ten members, 
however ably constituted or conscientiously 
disposed, cannot continue much longer to 
discharge the enormous duties and respon- 
sibilities involved in the government of an 
organization so vast in numbers and far- 
reaching in Its influence; and 

WHEREAS, The surest remedy that sug- 
gests itself to meet the continually In- 
creasing governmental requirements of this 
vast body, would be the substitution of a 
congress for the present annual conven- 
tion with its brief session of one week 
only, said congress to be composed of rep- 
resentatives or the affiliated organizations 
clothed with legislative powers, authorized 
to convene at stated yearly periods and to 
remain in session after the manner of the 
congress of the United States; therefore 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates of 



the Hotel and Restaurant Employes' In- 
ternational Alliance and Bartenders' In- 
ternational League of America, do recom- 
mend to the American Federation of La- 
bor at this convention the adoption of 
such resolutions as will provide for the 
creation of such a representative body as 
herein contemplated, so that this splendid 
organization shall fulfill the objects of its 
original Inspiration, more thoroughly ex- 
emplify In its methods the perfection of 
the American system of representative gov- 
ernment and become in the broadest sense 
a democracy of toil, the republic of labor. 

Committee on Law reports unfavorably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 212.— By Delegate Wm. G. 
Schardt of Chicago Federation of Labor: 

Whereas, There is a concerted move on 
the part of the employers to destroy the 
effectiveness of labor organizations by co- 
ercing the individual organizations to enter 
into agreements which will not permit 
them to aid any other organization by a 
sympathetic strike when such strike is 
necessary; and 

WHEREAS, if this move on the part of 
the employing element is allowed to go on 
unchecked, it will ultimately result in the 
hampering if not final destruction of these 
organizations; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the 
delegates of the American Federation of 
Labor in convention assembled, that our 
Constitution be amended to the effect that 
no organization affiliated shall in the future 
sign any agreement which shall prevent the 
sympathetic strike. 

Committee on Law reports unfavorably. 

Report of the committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 216.— By International As- 
sociation of Machinists: 

WHEREAS, Considerable dissatisfaction 
arises in central bodies owing to the fact 
that organizations with only a small num- 
ber of members are accorded the same rep- 
resentation as unions with a membership 
much greater; 

WHEREAS; Such conditions are not in 
accord with the fundamental principles of 
the American Federation of Labor, which 
bases its foundation on representation by 
taxation; 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
struct the Committee on Law to draft suit- 
able provisions, same to be Incorporated as 
a section in the laws governing central 
bodies, in order that local unions may be 
given the same right as national and In- 
ternational unions at the annual sessions 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Law rpporrs unfavorably. 

Moved that we ut*e up Resolution No. 
216. 

The chair ruled the motion out of order. 

The decision of the chair was ap'pealed 
from. 

The chair stated that if there was no 
objection Resolution No. 216 would be 
again read and acted upon. 
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The resolution was read and a motion 
to concur in committee's report was made. 

Delegate Ireland spoke npon the ques- 
tion. 

Delegates Hammerstrom and Barnes were 
opposed to the resolution. 

Delegate Maloney opposed the adoption 
of the resolution. 

The previous question was then called 
for. 

Agreed to. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 226.— By Delegate J. 
Barnes of Cigarmakers' International 
Union: 

RESOLVED, That the Constitution be 
amended as follows: By adding to section 
1, article 9, "provided that no lobby com- 
mittee shall be maintained or money ap- 
propriated for such purpose." 

Committee on Laws reports unfavorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 252.— By Delegate Geo. 
E. Vincens of Central Labor Union of 
Springfield, Mass.: 

RESOLVED, That Art. XI be amended 
by striking out the word "five" in seventh 
line of section 1 and inserting "nine and 
one-half cents"; that there be added after 
word "lockout" in ninth line, section 1, 
"provided, however, that local trade 
unions and federal labor unions who do 
not care to enjoy the benefits of the de- 
fence fund shall only be required to pay 
one-half of one cent per member per 
month." 

Committee on Laws reports unfavorably. 

Delegate Vincens opposed the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Lennon supported the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Wilson favored the report of 
the committee. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

The committee recommends the follow- 
ing amendments: 

Amendment to Section 3, Article 3, strike 
out the first four lines and the word "and" 
on the fifth line. After education, last 
word, insert "Fourteenth Boycotts," "Fif- 
teenth, State Federations." 

Adopted. 

Amend Section 5, Article 13, by striking 
out in the third line "President and Secre- 
tary" and insert Bonded Oftlcer after the 
word member in the sixth line insert the 



following, "Each local union shall require 
their Treasurer to give proper bond for the 
safe keeping and disbursement of all funds 
of the local." 
Adopted. 

Amend Article 13 by inserting the fol- 
lowing as Section 8. "In case of lockout 
the Executive Council shall have power to 

Jay benefits If upon investigation it Is 
ound that the local union whose member* 
are Involved did not by their action or de- 
mands provok? the lockout by their em- 
ployer." 
Adopted. 

In accordance with the instruction of 
the convention your committee has amend- 
ed Section I. of Article 8 to read as follows: 

Sec. I. The Treasurer shall receive and 
take charge of all moneys, property and 
sec rlty of the Federation delivered to him 
by the Secretary. He shall deposit all 
moneys belonging to the Federation in bank 
or banks in the name of the American 
Federation of Labor as Treasurer and be- 
fore any moneys thus deposited can be 
drawn, each check shall be signed by him 
as Treasurer. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 151.— By Delegate J. B. 
Lennon, Tailors: 

RESOLVED, That the secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor shall, upon 
receipt of credentials of delegates-elect to 
the convention of the American Fedration 
of Labor, forward to each delegate-elect 
a circular letter requesting them to imme- 
diately forward in duplicate to the secre- 
tary resolutions, proposed amendments, 
grievances, etc., which they desire to have 
considered by tbe convention; and 

RESOLVED, That all documents received 
shall be referred to the proper committees 
by the president of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and shall be delivered to the 
respective committees when appointed. 

Committee on Laws reports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN B. LENNON, Chairman, 
W. H. HASKINS, secretary, 
JAMES LYNCH, 
JOHN MULHOLLAND, 
MAX MORRIS, 
D. A. HAYES, 

Committee on Laws. 

Delegate Mahoney stated that the He- 
brew bakers of Boston had reduced hours 
and their employers were using the 
Bakers* Union label. 

Delegate Barnes stated that he had 
failed to note action of convention oh Reso- 
lution 226 and requested at this time to be 
recorded as voting in the negative. 

The convention then adjourned until 2 
p. m. 
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Convention called to order at 2 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Kerr, Martin- 
dale, Loebenburg, Reidy, Burns, White 
(Henry), Towey, Morris (J. J.), Lillen, Lar- 
sen, Rutledge, Richards, Stephens, Buck- 
ley, Hoke, Boyle, Call, Schmidt, Lynch (B. 
J.), Downing (P. B.), Dutle, Scaife, Fitz- 
glbben, Carrlck, Hancock, Winn (Peter), 
Dix, Winslow (C. H.), Cornish, Ross, Lin- 
coln, Tansey, Hibbert, O'Donnell, Powell 
(Geo.), Engel, Curley (Jno. F.), Beals, Fer- 
guson, Murphy (P. J.), Thomas, Scully (D. 
J.), Schardt, Fossberg, Collins (T. J.), Sin- 
clair, Mahoney (D. D.), Curtis, Keene, Sar- 
man, Duffy (O. H.), Henry (Frank), Alli- 
mon, Allabough, Jones (W. D.), Davis, Law- 
ler, Hulse, Kane, Holloway, Dodd, Broder- 
ick, Clarke (E. R.), Myler, Cowell, Harney, 
Lehner, Kuhn, Tyson, Hitchcock (Henry), 
Harskowitch, Moore (J. J.), Barnett, Hen- 
derson (W. F.), Gosline, Paterson, Burton, 
Lynch (C. P.), Dinneen, Hodges, Reed (W. 
A.), Cannon, Turnt, Gilpin, Butler, Faulk- 
erson, Cooper (J. A.), Schmatterlee, Studd, 
Page, Tussiny, Gascoyne, Madden, Kidd 
(W. C), Morlln, Anderson, Field, Doran, 
Walshe (Richard), McArdle, Tobin (P. F.), 
Bradv, Hannahan, Murrell, Feehan, Cream- 
er (Francis), Fieldstack, Miles, McLeod 
Mills, Roderick, Kelley (James), Dillon 
Haskell, Ludwlg, Sodekson, Hillard, Tim- 
ilty, Cooper (Wm.), Hill (L. A.), Deigle, 
Gately, Rosenfield, Freeman, Smith, Bol- 
ger, Scott, Lederer, Francis, Hutchinson, 
Klein, Clark (Wm. H.), Tarrents, Herr, 
Sadler. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

First Vice-President Duncan called to the 
chair. 

Delegate Wheeler for the Committee on 
Organization reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 287.— By Delegate Gurley. 
Samuel Gompers, Pres. American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and Members in Conven- 
tion, Boston, Mass. 

Greeting: 

The Arbitration Committee made the en- 
closed report to the Central Labor Union 
of Indianapolis, Indiana, in session Oc- 
tober 26, 1903. 

The report explains itself, and the Cen- 
tral Labor Union of this city have always 
found the Agents' Union worthy of associa- 
tion with the Central Labor Union. They 
have always been law-abiding, loyal to the 

Srinciples of unionism, and always on the 
ring Hue, and as far as we possibly can 
influence your honorable body, we desire 
to do ail we can to have them retain the 
Agents Union of this city in the Central 



Labor Union and a Charter from the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Fraternally yours, 

EDWARD R. BARRY, 
Pres. C. L. U. 
H. L. SIMON, Sec. C. L. U. 

REPORT OF THE ARBITRATION COM- 
MITTEE. 

To the Officers and Members of C. L. U.: 

We, your Arbitration Committee, beg 
leave to report as follows in regard to the 
charges against the American agents. We 
find that the charges are not sustained, 
in-so-much as they have not been expelled, 
only suspended. We have found that the 
reason they were suspended was non-pay- 
ment of dues, caused by the negligence of 
one of the officers. We find they have an 
organization of 59 members in good stand- 
ing; therefore, we recommend that they be 
given all the assistance that this body can 
give them in placing them in good standing 
in the American Federation of Labor. 
Yours truly, 

M. T. BUTLER, 
DAVID Z. McCLURE, 
FRED W. PENTSKE. 

Committee on Organization recommends 
reference to the Executive Council. 

Report of committee concurrd in. 

Resolution No. 242.— By Delegates Louis 
Kemper, Edmond F. Wood, Fred Zepp and 
Otto Gaestel of International Union of 
Brewery Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Union of 
the United Brewery Workmen was chart- 
ered in the year of 1886 under the title* 
Journeymen Brewers' Union; and 

WHEREAS, On March 4th, 1887, on ap- 
plication of the Brewery Workers' Union 
a new charter was Issued to said body 
tinder the title of United Brewery Work- 
ers' Union of the United States, thereby 
extending their jurisdiction over all em- 
ployees of breweries, and the official book- 
let of the American Federation of Labor 
entitled "Instructions to Organizers," con- 
tains the following in reference to the In- 
ternational Union of United Brewery 
Workers of America, viz.: All brewery 
workers are eligible to membership in this 
organization with the exception of fore- 
men, bosses, and office help. Charters are 
granted to 10 or more brewery workers: 
and 

WHEREAS, The Brewery Workers have 
since the issuing of said charter organized 
all brandies of the brewing industry, in- 
cluding brewers, drivers, bottlers, freight 
handlers, malsters, engineers, firemen, 
stablemen, oilers and helpers, in fact all 
help not excepted as per instruction to 
organizers; therefore be it 
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RESOLVED, That It Is the sense of this 
Convention that the jurisdiction grunted by 
the charter issued March 4th, 1887, and 
since extended in order to cover all 
America, be hereby reaffirmed and perman- 
vntly established. 

Committee on Organization recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Grievances, as it is a matter of 
jurisdiction and grievance. 

Delegate Kemper favored the question 
coming up at the same time. 

Delegate Kelly said the question had 
already been settled. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 80.— By Delegate Law- 
rence E. Murphy of Boston Water Workers' 
Union No. 6.35U: 

WHEREAS, In the City of Boston there 
are many municipal departments employ- 
ing skilled and unskilled labor; and 

WHEREAS, Many trades having nation- 
al and international unions claiming juris- 
diction over said employees; and 

WHEREAS, The said conditions will pre- 
sent many perplexing questions to be set- 
tled; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the national president 
of the American Federation of Labor ap- 
point a national organizer to act as arbiter 
on all questions arising between any two 
or more unions Interested; further be it 

RESOLVED. That the national organizer 
appointed be instructed to organize and 
affiliate all city employees in Massachusetts 
with the national body. 

Endorsed by J. J. Downing, Delegate 
from Sanitary Workers' Union No. 6,064. 

Committee on Organ'zation recommends 
that the Executive Council appoint one of 
its organizers to bring about more har- 
monious relations between the various or- 
ganizations in the municipal departments 
of Boston and to assist in bringing about a 
thorough organization of all city em- 
ployees. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Delegate Nuernberger, for Committee on 
Secretary's Report, made the following 
report : 

To the Officers and Members of the 

Twenty-Third Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor. 

Gentlemen: We, your Committee on 

Secretary's Report, beg leave to submit 

the following: 

After carefully examining the accounts 
and otherwise considering the various sta- 
tistical matters as embodied in the same 
do report as follows: 

First. We desire to commend the Secre- 
tary for the able and careful manner In 
which the accounts and other matters of 
interest and information have been com- 
piled and presented to this Convention. 

Second. We desire to especially com- 
mend the full and complete table of sta- 
tistics which gives a full and complete 
account of the conditions and progress of 



the different affiliated bodies which your* 
committee believe to be of great value, 
and we would recommend that each affi- 
liated body furnish a copy of the same to 
its general membership as far as possible 
with the request that they give the same 
careful consideration. 

Third. Your committee heartily endorse 
the sentiment expressed by your Secretary 
in relation to the defense fund, and would 
recommend that the Convention go on 
record as favoring the same. 
Respectfully submitted, 

HOMER D. CALL, Chairman. 

HENRY FISHER, 

C. L. SHAMP, 

ALBERT HIBBERT, 

JAMES B. BARRY, 

PATRICK MAHONEY, 

P. G. NUERNBERGER, Sec. 

Moved that report of committee be coir- 
curred in. 

Delegate Barnes entered a protest 
against secretaries of committees making 
the motion to concur in the committee's 
report. 

Delegate Ramsay raised the point of or- 
der that Roberts' Rules of Order required 
the chairman to make the report. 

The report of the Committee on Secre- 
tary's Report was adopted. 

Delegate Barter moved that a special 
committee of five be appointed to report 
on the advisability of continuing or dis- 
continuing the publication of the Federa- 
tionist. 

Delegate Macarthur moved that a com- 
mittee of five be appointed for the purpose 
of devising ways and means to continue 
the Federationist and make it a more po- 
tent publication. 

Delegate Quick moved to Investigate the 
cost of the publication of the Federation- 
ist with a view of placing it on a paying 
basis. 

It was moved to table the motions made 
by Delegates Barter, Macarthur and Quick 
relative to the Federationist. 

By a vote of 150 in favor to 66 against 
the motion to table was adopted. 

Delegate Barter desired to be recorded 
as voting in the affirmative. 

President Gompers resumes the chair. 

Delegate Ryan, for the Committee on 
Resolutions, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 106.— By Delegate God- 
frey Lehner of Yonkers Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Yonkers Labor World 
has been largely instrumental in building 
up the organization of this city and vi- 
cinity and defending the principles of or- 
ganized labor against the attacks of such 
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men as John C. Havemeyer and other cap- 
italists; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention asembled, that we 
extend to the Labor World our hearty in- 
dorsement and recommend to all members 
of labor unions to give it their support, 
both financially and morally. 

Committee on Resolutions amends by 
adding after the words "Labor World" in 
the third line of "resolved" the words 
"and other bona fide labor papers," and re- 
ports favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 121.— By Delegate Julius 
Failer of Stone Masons No. 7.049: * 

We, Stone Masons' Protective No. 7,049, 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor, do hereby enter protest to your hon- 
orable body against the B. and M. I. U. of 
America, and Bricklayers' Union No. 4 of 
Kansas City, Mo., for the following rea- 
sons: 

First. For organizing a dual organization 
of Stone Masons in the city of Kansas 
City, the charter members of said organiza- 
tion composed chiefly of men, wbo had been 
fined by Local No. 7,049. 

Second. Stone Masons Protective No. 
7,049 claim jurisdiction over all stone 
masonry in Kansas City and vicinity, natu- 
rallv we look upon this organization as a 
dual organization organized for the purpose 
of disrupting Local No. 7,049. 

Third, This dual organization fostered by 
the B. and M. I. U. and Bricklayers' Union 
No. 4 of Kansas City has never yet failed 
to take our places in time of trouble. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
reference to the Executive Council. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Delegate Failer desired to be recorded 
as voting In the negative. 

Resolution No. 138.— By Delegate Owen 
Miller of American Federation of Musi- 
cians: 

WHEREAS, It is a fact that owing to the 
phenomenal growth of the American Fed- 
oration of Labor the present office quar- 
ters are inadequate; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor should own an office fcuildiug In the 
capital of the nation commensurate with 
the great body it represents; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Exec- 
utive Council be instructed to investigate 
as to the cost of a suitable building, or of 
a lot with cost of building thereon, and re- 
port to the next convention. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favora- 
bly. 
* Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 139.— By Delegates Joseph 
N. Webber, D. A. Carey and Owen Miller 
of American Federation of Musicians: 

WHEREAS, The musicians are the onlv 
members of the community tha,t suffer from 
the direct competition of enlisted men in 
the service of the army and navy of the 
United States; and 

WHEREAS, It lies within the preroga- 



tives of the President of the United States 
as commander-in-chief of the army and 
navy to stop this unjust system of compe- 
tition; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third an- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor respectfully requests the 
President of the United States to issue the 
necessary orders to discontinue this unfair 
competition. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Delegate Warner said there were other 
organizations that suffered from the em- 
ployment of enlisted men. 

Delegate Miller objected to an amend- 
ment at this time. He said that they 
should have Introduced a resolution at an 
early date covering their grievances. 

Delegate. Miller opposed change of reso- 
lution. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 141.— By Delegate Orion 
L. Murrell of Hospital Employees' Asso- 
ciation, No. 10,725: 

We would petition your aid and co- 
operation in the enactment of a law of the 
State of New York relating to the pro- 
vision of the Civil Service law of 1900, 
Page 726, Regulation No. 10, setting aside 
the qualification of residence and citizen- 
ship, which reads: 

"Residence and citizenship shall not ap- 
ply to the following positions on account 
of low compensation: Attendants, nurses 
and orderlies in state hospitals and simi- 
lar institutions." 

If it is not now unlawful and unconsti- 
tutional to employ aliens and non-residents 
In state institutions, the moral and pe- 
cuniary interests of the state, its wards, 
taxpayers and employes warrant . the en- 
actment Into law of a rule that none but 
citizens be employed in such institutions. 
With such a law it would be necessary to 
provide a schedule of wages which would 
induce competent persons to remain in the 
employ of the state and make it possible 
to secure persons of intelligence and moral 
worth who are citizens of the state and 
country to fill all vacancies that may oc- 
cur in state institutions. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 142.— By J. F. Holland of 
New York Central Federated Union: 

WHEREAS, The policy of the Molders' 
Unions in New York city and vicinity is 
to render no assistance to other trades con- 
nected with American Federation of Labor; 
and 

WHEREAS, Molders through this atti- 
tude towards other trades, and by their 
continuing to handle scab products, as well 
as by their open friendship for non-union 
men and scabs are not in accord with the 
labor movement; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union was in duty bound to expel them 
for above reasons; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we most earnestly re- 
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quest that the American Federation of 
Labor Convention will take some action 
on the question of Iron Molders' Union 
of North America adopting rules of a fra- 
ternal nature or severing their connection 
with the labor movement in this country. 

Committee on Resolutions reports Reso- 
lution No. 142 as withdrawn. 

Agreed to. 

Committee on Resolutions reports un- 
favorably on Resolutions 108, 132, 137, 158, 
181, 182, 191, 214, 236, 262. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

President Gompers at this point found 
it necessary on account of interruptions 
to clear the galleries. 

Delegate Shaffer moved that the course 
of President Gompers In clearing the gal- 
leries be approved by the convention. 

President Gompers stated that no motion 
would be entertained unless disapproval of 
his course was expressed from the floor. 

Delegate Max S. Hayes then offered a 
substitute for the committee's report, 
which the chair ruled out of order. 

Delegate Hayes appealed from the deci- 
sion of the chair, stating the grounds on 
which he did so. 

By a vote of 181 In favor to 70 against 
the decision of the chair was sustained. 

Delegate Barnes requested unanimous 
consent to introduce a resolution bearing 
on the subject under discussion. 

Objection was entered. 

Delegate Kreft moved that Resolution 
No. 132 be substituted for the committee's 
report.. 

The chair ruled the motion out of order. 

Delegate Kreft appealed from the deci- 
sion of the chair. 

The convention voted to sustain the de- 
cision of the chair. 

Delegate Tanquary wanted to know if 
there could be a division of the question. 

The chair stated that there could be no 
division of the question unless the com- 
mittee's report was non-concurred in. 

Delegate Max S. Hayes spoke at consid- 
erable length upon the question, the time 
limit being extended on motion of Dele- 
gate Duncan to 20 minutes. He said if 
the report of the committee was adopted 
we would have no basis for bettering our 
condition other than the methods we have 
used during the past; that the entire capi- 
talist class, with a few honorable excep- 
tions, was massed against us throughout the 
industrial field, the magazines, the news- 
papers and even the pulpits, and to main- 
tain our rights we could not merely depend 



upon the strike and boycott, but must use 
the ballot box as well. 

Delegate Hammerstrom said the entire 
exercises of Socialism would eliminate 
trades unions and that it would be rather 
Inconsistent and not very sensible to incul- 
cate into trades unionism anything that 
would finally destroy it. 

Delegate Mikol said organized labor has 
no right to stop the evolution of Socialism 
and that it will come in spite of all ob- 
stacles. He said Socialists were very good 
trades unionists and that employers in- 
creased wages when they knew their em 
ployes were backed by organized labor, but 
we could get no labor legislation through 
at Washington and there was nothing left 
us to do but adopt political action. 

Delegate McLaughlin said that unless 
workingmen received a fair share of what 
they produced and unless wage workers 
received a full wage, depressions of the 
market could not be prevented. 

Delegate Wheeler said he stood on the 
floor not as a Sdfeiallst, but as a trades 
unionist ttinough and through. He said 
we were going through the greatest 
revolution, socially, morally, politically 
and economically ttte world had ever seen 
and that the wealth of the world was be- 
ing cornered. 

Delegate D. A. Hayes said the accumula- 
tion of wealth and other resultant obiec- 
tlons are merely the result of the fact 
that the citizens of this country have not 
yet reached the point where they can make 
the most intelligent use of the ballot. He 
thought that Socialists built their argu- 
ment upon the political indifference of the 
average citizen and that the abstruse sci- 
ence of Socialism so far as he had heard 
it in conventions consisted in pointing out 
men who had amassed huge fortunes. In 
olden times lflen were overcome by physi- 
cal strength, today we were being over- 
come by cunning of the intellect. We have 
the means of curtailing them, but we do 
not avail ourselves of it. 

Delegate Ramsay moved that when we 
adjourn we adjourn to meet at 8 o'clock 
this evening. 

The motion was lost. 

Delegate Tanquary said that there were 
about a dozen resolutions before the house 
and that he would vote against the adop- 
tion of the committee's report with the 
hope that it would be defeated and we 
would get something out of the pile of reso- 
lutions to send to the laboring men of the 
country that will induce them to at least 
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study the political question that concerns 
them at this time. He said laboring men 
had secured more favorable legislation in 
Colorado than in any other state in the 
union. 

Delegate Hoehn opposed the adoption of 
the report of the committee on the ground 
that it. was against the fundamental prin- 
ciples of organized labor. That labor cre- 
ates all values, that labor is the funda- 
mental basis of all civilization and that 
when labor was crushed civilization must 
fall. If labor creates all wealth and is 
the foundation of civilization it is logical 
for us to demand that labor should own 
the wealth which it has created. He un- 
derstood that the American Federation of 
Labor was organized on this principle. 

Delegate Lennon supported the report of 
the committee. He said that as trades 
unionists we should not allow the trades 
union movement to be made the tail of any 
political kite. At the present time, due to 
the education that has been instilled into 
the brain of the workers through the 
trades unions, all men are more or less In- 
telligent and the trades unions are too in- 
telligent to have this civilization destroyed 
and turned back to savagery no matter who 
may talk to the contrary. 



Delegate Grimes favored the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Keyes was opposed to the adop- 
tion of the report of the committee on the 
ground that the convention should show 
the world at large that the members of the 
American Federation of Labor had come to 
the conclusion that there is more than sim- 
ple organization depending on the people 
to deliver them from the kind of oppres- 
sion that is absorbing the life blood from 
the laboring class today. 

The following resolutions were submitted. 

Resolution No. 289.— By Delegate W. H. 
Clay, Central Labor Union, Durban, N. C. : 

WHEREAS, We see the great Impor- 
tance of all local and federal labor unions 
affiliated with a central labor union, char- 
tered by the American Federation of La- 
bor, paying per capita tax and assessments 
to defray the expense of central laboi 
unions; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That if every local or fed- 
eral labor union affiliated with a central 
body refuse or failing to pay within slxt.v 
days a levy declared by a majority vote of 
all the delegates present at a regular meet- 
ing of central bodies, shall be deprived of 
representation in the central union and the 
nntional or international president be in- 
formed of the actions of the central labo;. 
union. 

The convention then adjourned. 
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Convention called to order by President 
Gompers at 9 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.). Kerr Mo- 

& a H«2hi Jame8) 'm Fl8h ' <*engenback, Reidy, 
Estlnghausen, Towey, Maher, Bucklev 

wft? /g*! 1 ' , *&**&u Scaifef Fitzglbben; 
Winn (Peter), Scott (J. A.), O'Har*, Dix 

Xh. 81ow A9f, H) ' Ro88 » Lincoln, Tansey 

y. F.), Williams (D. U.), Jones (Jerome) 
Ferguson, Murphy (P. j.) BridwelV 
^? e £ i ( i?' $J> Thomas Schardtr Fos": 
»?!?' ^"i 118 (T -,i->' G raney, Woods, Sin- 
clair, Mahoney (D. D.), Curtis, keene. 
Sarman, Duffy (O. H.) f Henrv (Franki 
Allimon, Allabough, Jones ( W 7 D. , Got ! 
iSS'ic La ££ a r> Hinchey, Donovan, Lawler, 
Hulse, Kane, Holloway, Dodd, Clarke (E 
R.), Cowell, Lehner, Kuhn, Tyson, Hitch- 
cock (Henry), Harskowitch l/oore (J. J ), 
Barnett, Henderson (W. F.), Gosllne 
PaTeison, Burton. Lynch (C. P.) hin- 

rnni'n ^ d .? e8 ' t, Re ?, d ' < w - A >» Cannon, 
Gilpin, Butler, Faulkerson, Cooper (J. A.i 
Schmatterlee, Studd, Page, Tussiny, Gas- 
iK n i?' Ma( i den ' Kidd (w! C), Graham, 
J™?h ln, * An A e, ? on ' Fleld » Doran, Walshe 
(Richard), McArdle, Tobin (P. E«.), Brady? 
Hannahan, Murrell, Feehan Creamer 
(Francis), FieldstackJ Mite? McLeod, 1SBST 
?,? d Sl lck ' a Kell , ey ^ as -)» 6l »on. Bowler 
Tlmntf , a S w d f k f? 11 ' ^UF* Damozonio 
rvJPJiV ^r.*?', Co °P er (Wm.), Hill (L. A.) 
SSSfh' /T^ at , ely 'x> Rosenfleld, Freeman 
Finnic ( ^ m ; )j K, Bolger ^ Scott (Timothy) 
Frands. Hutchinson, Klein, Clark (Wm 
H.), Tarrents, Herr, Sadler. l 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

The chair stated that the question re- 
curred upon the motion to concur in the 
report of the Committee on Resolutions. 

Delegate Richmond said he could not af- 
ford to go on record in favor of the reso- 
lutions. 

Delegate McGovern said he was in favor 
of the report of the committee. 

Delegate Dold requested unanimous con- 
sent to introduce a resolution. 

Objected to. 

Delegate Murray: I desire to say. Mr. 
President, that when several resolutions 
ere offered to this convention, which I con- 
sider as separate resolutions, and the com- 
mitter recommends as a whole, unfavora- 
ble, without giving delegates a chance to 
even talk upon a single resolution, in Its 
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particular reference to the trades onion 
movement, I desire to announce today that 
I am opposed to the committee's recom- 
mendation, and as a Boston Democrat I 
will vote no. 

Delegate Lavin: I did not intend to say 
anything on this subject today, for I be- 
lieve I have already occupied my share of 
the time of this convention, but I don't be- 
lieve that a committee has the right to 
bundle up in one package several resolu- 
tions that have been Introduced here, and 
recommend that they be, in fact, not con- 
sidered at all, If you will. I have realized 
for years that there was something wrong 
In the body politic. I realized there was 
wrong years ago when I discovered that 
children were called from the schools to 
go into the mine, to the shop, to the fac- 
tory, to assist to bring bread and butter 
to the family taUe, and I see no platform, 
no policy of any political body anywhere 
today which is willing to stop it at the 
beginning, but the Socialistic platform. 
That is why I have become a Socialistic 
advocate. 

Delegate Miller: I haven't made any ef- 
fort to solve the problem of how old Ann Is 
but I have tried to solve the problem as 
to how long thfcs convention will be In 
session if each of the delegates tak* up 
the 20 minutes allotted to them. I move 
the previous question. 

Delegate Tanq.tary raised a point of or- 
der that the delegate had made a speecn 
before moving the previous question. 

The chair decided the point of order not 
well taken. 

The previous question was then pot and 

was lost. 

Delegate Kreft: Mr. President and 
fellow delegates, I will confine myself 
to an endeavor to prove that the Social- 
ist trades-unionist is the most practical 
trades-unionist. Our movement suffers 
from the effect of Injunctions, the calling 
out of the militia in case of strikes and 
court decisions holding members of trades- 
unions liable in damages. I submit that it 
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Is not necessary for Socialists to bring poli- 
tics Into the struggles of trades-unlonsm ; 
that is constantly done by the capitalist 
class, who own and control the political 
machinery. Socialists propose to wrest 
from the capitalist class this political 
power, to place Into public office the rep- 
resentatives of the wage-earners, that they 
may interpret existing laws and place such 
new laws upon the statute books as will 
redound to the benefit of the working class. 
I submit that this is practical. I agree 
with one of £he previous speakers as to 
the great destiny of the trades-unionism 
movement. But my idea of the ultimate 
destiny of the trades-union places It upon, 
even a higher plane than my friend would 
suggest. I believe that it is the destiny 
rofthe trades-unions of the world to ulti- 
I matejy own and operat e the, industries of 
_- the earth and operate them for the benefit 
of all the people instead of only the privi- 
leged few. 

Delegate Slayton: Mr. Chairman and fel- 
low delegates, a great deal has been said 
pro and con relative to matters under dis- 
cussion, and I arise~now for the purpose 
of. asking this Convention to non-concur in 
the repbrt of the Committee in order that 
we may have a positive vote on a positive 
measure, and not a vote on a negative 
proposition. If it be true, fellow delegates, 
that we have a better country than other 
countries, if it be true that we are free 
because we have been made free by acts 
of our forefathers, it must be because we 
established something different from other 
countries. If they have done that, it Is 
good for u* to know what that thing is, 
and see whether or not there is any fault 
In that thing, and if there is any fault in 
it, then investigate it to the bottom. 

Delegate Shaffer: I respect the leader 
of the opposition against the report of this 
Committee, and know Brother Hayes to 
be a conscientious, earnest, straightforward 
man, and honest. I have no desire to ar- 
ray myself against him or against the ten- 
ets which he has advanced, but I do desire 
to set myself to a proper position before 
the trades' unionists of the country. It 
has been asserted and published that I 
voted for a Socialistic resolution in the 
New Orleans Convention. It is absolutely 
untrue. During the Convention which was 
held in New Orleans, it was necessary that 
I go across the river to Algiers, to deliver 
an address upon the subject of trades* 
unionism there, and I left my voting power 
with a co-delegate whom I thought believed 



as I did, but who unfortunately for me, \ 

and for a great many other people, was a 
Socialist, and he deposited my vote with 
the Socialistic proposition. I ask the care- 
ful attention *of the reportorial representa- 
tives here to this statement. 1 want it 
understood distinctly that I do not stand 
for Socialism of any kind. When expres- 
sions are made here promotive of industrial 
war, I stand for industrial peace. 

Delegate Mitchell: Mr. President and 
gentlemen of the Convention, I do not de- 
sire to detract one iota from the credit 
due our Socialist friends for the assistance 
rendered us during the coal strike. On the 
contrary, I wish to make grateful acknowl- 
edgement to them for the assistance they 
gave us. Especially do I wish to acknowl- 
edge the assistance and efforts made by 
Delegate Barnes, but I wish to deny the 
statement made by Delegate Kreft that 
the relief committee in Philadelphia was 
organized or was under the supervision of 
a Socialist body. The relief committee 
was organized from the Central Labor 
Union, chartered by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

The Socialists of Philadelphia, as in all 
other parts of the country, contributed as 
liberally as other trades unions did. They 
did as much, they did no more. 

The other day one of the speakers who 
has taken up much of the time of the Con- 
vention in support of his Socialistic claims 
said that he had made 120 speeches last 
year. He did not tell you that he had 
made these 120 speeches while he was run- 
ning as a candidate for the Pennsylvania 
Legislature. They were not made, I think, 
solely in the interests of the miners. 

I have no desire to discuss the relative 
merits of trades unions and Socialism. I 
recognize the right of every man to believe 
as he pleases. I give to no man, nor to 
any organization the right to say to me or 
to my organization what political party we 
should belong to or for what candidates we 
shall cast our votes. 

I take it for granted that the wage- 
earners in this country are abundantly 
able to determine for themselves to what 
political party they shall belong, and for 
what political candidates they shall cast 
their votes. 

I wish to say that I regard it as a very 
great mistake on the part of our Socialist 
friends to attempt to commit this move- 
ment to the principles in which they be- 
lieve. In my judgment it would hurt the 
trades union movement. It is Important 
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to the wage workers of this land that the 
trades union movement be kept in the as- 
cendency. 

It would be a sad day, indeed, if trades 
unions were made the tail end of a politi- 
cal organization. I am not going to place 
in the same category all political organiza- 
tions. I am free to admit that there is a 
great difference between the old party or- 
ganizations and that of the Socialists, but 
if I were a member of the Socialist organ- 
ization, I would antagonize the resolutions 
presented here. 
\ Wherever the trade union movement has 
J been connected with a political movement 
the result has been that the trade union 
^/movement has been subordinated to the po- 
litical movement^ 

Delegate Kidd: I want to say, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that I arise to support the report of 
the committee. Our Socialist friends have, 
during this discussion, practically insinu- 
ated that the trades' union movement has 
made no practical advancement. I want 
to deny the assertion. One speaker said 
that he had been in the movement for 
many years, had witnessed the ups and 
downs of unionism, especially the downs. 
I want to say to you, ladies and gentlemen, 
that I have been in the trades' union 
movement for many years and have wit- 
nessed the ups and downs of Unionism, 
especially the ups. The trouble with our 
friends is that they approach this question 
very much as our friend Delegate Lavin 
approached the^donkey. They approach it 
from the wrong end. They have only to 
look back a few years to find that the 
trades' union movement has made gigantic 
steps always in uplifting and alleviating 
the toiling man. Only about 10 or 12 
years ago, in the city of Chicago, the 
sweating system came to the fullest and 
widest possible extent. Men and women 
had to wait six and seven days for wages 
ranging from $2.50 to $8 a week. But 
through the Instrumentality of the trades' 
union movement there has been a remark- 
able change. The sweating system has 
been practical* eliminated from the cloth- 
ing industry, not only of Chicago, not only 
of the west, but of the entire country. 

Delegate Mahoney: Mr. President and 
fellow delegates, I am opposed to concur- 
ring in the report of the committee, for 
among the resolutions is one which I take 
a great interest in. It is Resolution No. 
137, submitted by the delegates of the 
Bakers and Confectioners. I desire to 



have the privilege of voting on such a 
resolution as that, and I will try and give 
my reasons for it. There has been ;> irront 
deal said here in regard to Socialism and 
the trades' union movement. Now, for 20 
years we have listened to every labor 
leader that has come to the city of Bos- 
ton. I have heard them time after time 
get up on this platform here and state to 
the people of this city and country that 
labor produced capital, produced the wealth 
of the country, and that capital was the 
child of labor. If labor is the parent of 
capital, then why don't labor" own capital? 

Delegate Turner: Mr. President and 
fellow delegates. I am opposed to the re- 
port of the committee, being one of those 
who has introduced one of these resolu- 
tions. I take It that every question, and 
especially this question which is presented 
to this body, Is entitled to just considera- 
tion; this question which is being advo- 
cated by such a large number of delegates 
is entitled to more than passing notice, 
and as one of them, I appeal to your sense 
of fair play and justice in this cradle of 
liberty,^ associated as it Is with the mem- 
ory of all the great men who have gone 
before us, and which Is held in the highest 
esteem by the citizens of this republic 
This question that is before us has for 
its theme the betterment, the uplifting of 
the trades' union movement. This is the 
position I take, and in offering the resolu- 
tion which I did, I did so believing that 
the conditions warranted us adopting a new 
method in this great struggle under which 
the entire labor world is engaged with the 
master class. 

Delegate O'Connell: I move you that the 
debate close, and the vote take place - 
at 3 o'clock. 

President Gompers: It has been moved 
and seconded that the time of the debate 
be closed at 3 o'clock. Are you ready for 
the question? 

Delegate O'Connell: It appears to me, 
Mr. President, that this question has been 
as well discussed as it would be were we 
to talk on it until the close of the evening 
session. We have listened patiently to 
the various delegates who have spoken on 
the matter, and think that the discus- 
sion should be ended at 3 o'clock. 

Delegate Richmond: I wish to offer an 
amendment; that the debate close at 12 
o'clock and that the roll call take place 
at 2 o'clock. 
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President Gompers: It has been moved 
and seconded that the debate close at 12 
o'clock and a vote be taken by the roll- 
call at 2 o'clock. Are you ready for the 
question ? 

Delegate Agard: I want to speak in op- 
position to the amendment, and I will tell 
you why. I believe it is absolutely unfair 
for the delegate who has had the floor and 
who has had his say to get up and attempt 
to prevent anybody else from having an op- 
portunity to be heard. I don't want to 
have any such amendment as has been 
offered here, to cut me off from the oppor- 
tunity of being heard. 

Delegate Barter: I am not in favor of 
the amendment, but heartily in favor of 
the original motion offered by Delegate 
O'Connell. 

Delegate Hayes: I want to say, Mr. 
Chairman, that I believe that Delegate 
O'Connell's motion is perfectly fair and 
satisfactory. 

President Gompers: The question now 
recurs on the motion of the amendment. 
The motion is that at 3 o'clock this after- 
noon the debate «pon this question be 
closed. It has been amended that we close 
the debate at 12 o'clock, and that the roll- 
call be at 2 o'clock. Are you ready for 
the -question? 

The amendment was lost. 

The motion that the debate close at 3 
o'clock was then put and was carried. 

Delegate White: I think we are all 
agreed as to the advisability of union men 
using their voting power to further their 
cause. The real question is, what kind of 
politics shall we adopt, and who is to de- 
cide that question? Upon that question 
there is a wide divergence of opinion, and 
to my mind there always will be, and so 
long as such is the case, to throw our 
movement into the political arena would 
be injecting a firebrand of discord that 
would soon scatter it to the four winds of 
heaven. When it is so difficult to get the 
working men to agree upon the simple 



every-day issues, how can you expect to , 
get them to agree upon the cdmplex propo- 
sitions that political action involves? Om\ 
way of putting an end to these annual at- 
tempts to capture these conventions would 
be to let the men interested have then- 
own way for once, but the trouble is that 
it would be at the cost of the life of the 
movement. 

Delegate Ramsay: Mr. President, it has 
been said, and I believe truly, that in this 
world there are but /two things certain. 
That is, "Taxation and death." I have 
listened to the arguments that bear pro 
and con on the question at issue, and I 
am still at sea from the discussion to learn 
what is at issue. I see from the headlines 
of the press that Gompers has sat down 
on the Socialists, and if I speak my sen- 
timents here today, and should happen to 
vote a certain way, and that way not 
carry, I suppose I will read in the press 
tomorrow morning, or this evening, that I 
have been sat down* upon. I want to say 
that what I say now is not for the press. 
Twenty-five years ago I was proud to see 
my name in print, and often got up and 
spoke a certain way, for fear that if I did 
not do so I should be criticised. I have 
passed that day. For a quarter of a cen- 
tury I have proclaimed my sentiments as a 
so-called labor crank, and the reason why 
I am here today is because I desire to 
speak for the man who tolls, who Is not 
receiving the competency to support him- 
self and family. I am not in favor of the 
committee's report, because all of these 
resolutions are bunched together. I say it* 
is unfair to put them in that manner. Un- 
der the ruling, Mr. President, you cause 
me to vote against the committee's report. 

Delegate Scully spoke in opposition to 
the committee report. 

Delegate Schwartz spoke In favor of the 
report of the committee and opposed bring- 
ing in resolutions of this character each 
year. 

The Convention then adjourned until 2 
P. M. 
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NINTH DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The convention was called to order by 
President Goinpers at 2 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Cummins (P. 
H.), Bntterworth, Reldy, Taylor, Altman, 
Cuullffe, Towey, LI Ken, Richards, Lang- 
lands, Stephens, Buckley, Hoke, Sherman 
(C. O.h Scaife, Weber, Fltzgibben, Bahl- 
horu, Winn (Peter), Rooney, Dlx, Dilworth, 
Winslow (C. H.), Cornish, Lincoln, Fur- 
man, Flood, Tansey, O'Donnell, Powell 
(Geo.), Eugel, Curley (J. F.), Ferguson, 
Murphy (P. J.). Qridweii, Thomas, Schardt, 
Fossberg, Collins (T. Jj, Graney, Woods, 
Sinclair, Mahoney (D. D.), Curtis, Keene, 
Sarinan, Duffy (O. H.), Finn, Henry 

Shrank), Allimon, Allabough, Jones (W. D.), 
avis, Largay, Lawler, Hulse, Ryall, Kane, 
Holloway, Dodd, Clarke (E. R.), Myler, 
Cowell, Savadge, Lehner, Kuhn, Tyson, 
Hitchcock (Henry), Harskowitch, Moore 
(J. J.), Brayer, Barnett, Henderson (W. F.), 
Gosline, Paterson, Burton, Lynch (C. P.), 
Dinneen. Hodges, Reed (W. A.), Cannon, 
Gilirin, Butler, Faulkerson, Cooper (J. A.), 
Sehmatterlee, Studd, Marsh, Page, Tussiny, 
Gascoyne, Madden, Kidd (W. C), Graham, 
Morlln, Anderson, Field, Doran, Walshe 
(Richard), McArdle, Tobin (P. F.), Brady, 
Hannahan, Murrell, Feehan, Creamer 
(Francis), Fieldstack, Donnelly, Miles, Mc- 
Leod, Mills, Roderick, Kelly (Jas.), Dillon, 
Bowler, Derrigan, Ludwig, Illllard, Damo- 
sonlo. Timilty (J. F.), Cooper (Wm.), Hill 
/L. A.), Delgle, Gately, Rosenfleld, Free- 
man, Smith iWm.), Boiger, Scott (Timothy), 
Francis. Hutchinson, Klein, Clark (Wm. 
H.), Tarrents, Herr, Sadler. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Discussion of- the motion to concur In the 
report of the Committee on Resolutions 
was then resumed. 

Delegate Quick: I desire to say that I 
am not a Socialist, neither am I antagon- 
istic to the Socialists. I believe that the 
report of the committee is unfair to the 
delegates that have presented various reso- 
lutions to the Convention for its considera- 
tion, in that the committee has brought 
in an omnibus report covering some fifteen 
or more resolutions which I do not concede 
.••re Identical or generally similar by any 
means. I believe that it is unfair when 
propositions of these characters are pre- 
sented to waive the red flag of anarchy or 



socialism or any other kind of ism, In order 
to appeal to the prejudice or sympathy, as 
the case may be, of the delegates to defeat 
a proposition, or, on the other hand, to 
carry one. 

It was contended at the New Orleans 
Convention and, I presume, it will be con- 
tended here, that should we adopt even a 
mild resolution recommending to the labor- 
ing men that they exercise their franchise 
as American citizens at the polls in the fur- 
therance of their interests that the capital- 
istic press will take this up and herald it 
to the world that the American Federation 
of Labor has gone on record in favor of 
socialism. On the other hand, should the 
report of the committee be concurred in, 
the capitalistic press will undoubtedly pro- 
claim that the American Federation of La- 
bor has **sat down on socialism," neither 
of which statements would be true. I am 
not in favor of committing the American 
Federation of Labor to any political party, 
but I am in favor of urging the organized 
workingmen of thfs country to exercise 
their rights as citizens in the furtherance 
of their interests at the polls. Collectively, 
we do not hesitate to announce that we 
favor arbitration, nor do we fix fast lines 
along which it shall be carried out. We 
merely declare to our constituents that we 
favor and believe In arbitration and recom- 
mend it to them, but leave the manner of 
carrying It out to the men interested them- 
selves, and they have found the way. And 
I am satisfied that if this Convention goes 
on record in favor of the organized work- 
ingmen acting together at the polls for 
the furtherance of their interests, collec- 
tively and individually, and leave to them 
the finding of a way to bring this about 
that they will do so, the same as they have 
found a way to bring about arbitration. 

Delegate Duncan: Mr. President and 
brothers, I doubt very much if I wiir seri- 
ously Interfere with the time before a vote 
is to be taken on this subject, as I do not 
intend, in* this Convention, to make a 
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lengthy address upon this subject. With 
the exception of some new delegates at 
this Convention, the old delegates all know 
my views upon the subject. They were 
probably more fully expressed at New Or- 
leans than at any other convention, and 
since that time I have not suffered any 
change of thought along those lines, except 
to accentuate,, perhaps, In a stronger de- 
gree what I had an opportunity to say In 
New Orleans. No member of this Commit- 
tee on Resolutions that has made this re- 
port has yet spoken upon the subject, and 
I thought It would be but right to say a 
word on behalf of the committee before 
the vote was taken. Several delegates 
want, presumably, to convey the Idea that 
they were martyrs to some extent. They 
claim an Immeasurable amount of unfair- 
ness in the report of this committee. I 
consider the conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor the freest forum for 
the expression of opinion in the United 
States of America. The members who have 
spoken on the report of the committee have 
given ja. great deal of care to It. 

Delegate Carey: I regret that there has 
been precipitated Into this discussion a de- 
gree of feeling entirely out of keeping with 
the proceedings of a deliberative body that 
meets, in the name of the working class. 
.- The issue is clear, it is stated in the pre- 
) amble of the American Federation of La- 
/ bor that there Is a conflict between the 
/ oppressors and the oppressed, the capital- 
' Ists and the laborers, and it is within my 
j ( ^ t province as a "Socialist and as a delegate 
. representing a union that declares for So- 
/ cialism to state that position. The time 
/ was when the tools of production were sim- 
^-ple Implements owned by the worker who 
also owned the product which he could 
sell or withhold from sale; today we do 
not own nor sell our product; we sell our 
labor power; we sell it for a wage to the 
owner of the tools of our labor, and that 
wage is not the equivalent of value of our 
product; the difference between our wage 
and our product is appropriated by the 
owners of the tools of labor; they retain 
possession of these tools by reason of their 
^-control of the government. As a Socialist 
\ I affirm that in order to establish the right 
of the worker to the full product of his 
labor we must use our political power to 
^ secure the collective ownership of these 
tools to the end that we may obtain the 
right of self government in industry and the 
. return to the workers of the full product 
i of their labor. 



President Gompers: The Chair desires 
to. call attention that under the motion 
passed this morning there are but fifteen 
minutes left, and the Chair desires to par- 
ticipate in this discussion. 

A motion was made that the Chair de- 
bate after 3 o'clock. 

The motion was carried. 

Delegate Cohen: Mr. Chairman and 
fellow delegates, I belong to no side of the 
house, and I am very sorry one side of the 
house espouses something that they have 
not given us a remedy for from the other 
side of the house. The brother thut just 
arose I would like to reply to, as far as his 
stand goes and his preaching for the work- 
ing classes. The brother has taken the 
stand here today as a delegate for the Boot 
and Shoe Workers. I claim that it is a 
false position at this time. The brother 
may represent the organization through the 
means of election, but I have documents 
here to prove that the brother Is not sin- 
cere in that which he is representing here 
today. In Haverhill a fight has been on 
for three months past between the Boot 
and Shoe Workers and the S. W. P. U., 
the first a national, the one that the brother 
belongs to, and the other an independent 
union. The Socialist party has taken no 
part in the struggle. The position taken 
by the Socialists is that there is a row 
between two sets of working men and 
should »e settled without political inter- 
ference. Now, if the member is sincere 
in the preachings that he has given from 
year to year, and the Socialist party Is sat- 
isfied with their leaders, I claim, Mr. Chair- 
man and fellow delegates, that we are 
being misled by these very leaders who are 
trying to manipulate the working classes 
through the channels of amelioration by 
Socialism. 

The chair reminded the Convention that 
the hour of 3 had arrived. 

A motion was made to reconsider the ac- 
tion whereby the Convention had voted to 
close debate on the question at 3 o'clock. 

The motion was lost. 

Delegate Barnes said he could claim the 
right to speak because he introduced one 
of the motions, but he was going to waive 
it in a spirit of fair play. 

Delegate Keyes wanted to set himself 
right before the Convention. 

Delegate Warner raised the point of or- 
der that the only question before the house 
was the president's speech. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



196 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



The chair ruled the point well taken. 

Delegate D. A. Hayes was called to the 
chair and President Gompers spoke as fol- 
lows: 

President Gompers: Mr. Chairman and 
fellow delegates, I am always impressed 
with an earnest man's utterances, and to 
me a man who makes a statement and 
gives me an assurance, my disposition has 
always been to be credulous and to believe 
him. When an organization makes a 
declaration, my disposition is to believe it. 
I am always inclined to believe a man or 
an aggregation* of men to be honest, but 
when I discover that a man has made 
professions of one thing and his actions 
belie his words, then I am like the Mis- 
sourlan; after that, so far as he is con- 
cerned, he must show me. 

Vice-President Duncan has not the oppor- 
tunity to reply to his critics, because of his 
calling attention to the conduct of the men 
who clothed themselves in the mantle of 
Socialism, and assumed a position of su- 
periority, mentally, In honesty, in work, 
and in ennobling purposes. It is because 
their professions are in entire discord with 
their actions in this Convention that it Is 
necessary to call their position in question. 

I shall not refer at this time to their 
very many detailed acts of treachery to the 
trade union movement; but I shall refer 
to some of the declarations made upon the 
floor of this Convention by delegates par- 
ticipating in this discussion, and show you 
that though they may believe themselves to [ 
be trade unionists, they are at heart, and 
logically, the antagonists of our movement. 

I want to say, and I am sure it will 
come as a shock to the brother, for be- 
tween Mr. Hayes and myself— I mean Max 
Hayes — personally there has, I think, ex- 
isted a very close and sympathetic bond 
of friendship, but here we differ — I am a 
trade unionist; he thinks he is. 
• Delegate Hayes, I firmly believe, was ill 
when he came to this Convention. He 
could not accept a duty which was meant 
as a compliment, and has been so regarded 
by other men, to perform committee work; 
but if ever a man made an effort and 
showed that he was sacrificing his vital- 
ity, he did in making his address upon 
a speculative theory which, undoubtedly, 
he thought more important than the doing 
of the essential work of the Convention. 

Our friends, the Socialists, always when 
with us have an excellent conception of the 
trouble in our Industrial life. They say. 



as we say, and as every intelligent man or 
woman says, that there are miseries which 
surround us. t We recognize the poverty, 
we know the sweatshop, we can play on 
every string of the harp, and touch the 
tenderest chords of human sympathy; but 
while we recognize the evil and would ap- 
ply the remedy, our Socialist friends would 
look forward to the promised land, and 
wait for "the sweet by-and-by." Their 
statements as to economic ills are right; 
their conclusions and their philosophy are 
all askew. 

The action of the committee has been 
found fault with because they did not bring 
in a substitute for the resolutions pre- 
sented, but instead took a course that will 
bring this matter fairly and squarely before 
the Convention. At the Jast Convention 
in New Orleans, through placing us In a 
false position, the -resolution upon this 
question came within an ace of "being 
adopted; but this year the committee has^ 
made this question a plain, broad proposi- 
tion. 

The vote that will be recorded here to- 
day against the report of the committee 
will be fairly and squarely recorded in 
favor of Socialism; and the vote that is ^ 
recorded in favor of the committee's re- 
port will be against Socialism. And it • 
will be recognized as such throughout the _^ 
land. 

» There has not been a legislative body be- ' 
fore which the other officers of the Federa- 
tion or I myself have appeared, nor an asso- 
ciation of employers, nor individual employ- 
ers with whom we have met in conference 
but that we have been confronted with this 
Socialistic amendment, so-called, which 
came near being passed at New Orleans. -~- 
It has made, and will make, our work 
doubly difficult, because these, employers 
have refused and do refuse to confer for 
the adjustment of difficulties and disputes 
when they are led to believe by declara- 
tion that property is in danger of confisca- 
tion. 

- - We have been asked how many trade 
unionists there are in Congress. I ven- 
ture to say that there are more trade 
unionists in Congress and in our state Legis- 
latures holding clear cards than there are 
elsewhere in similar positions the world 
over. Do you suppose the Socialists want 
trade unionists elected to Congress and to 
the Legislatures? 

(Delegate J. Keyes: "No.") 

Of course, no. Of course, Socialist 
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Brother Keyes, no. I am proud of you, 
Brother Keyes, for your honesty in admit- 
ting it. But what Brother Keyes has just 
admitted on the floor is true of every other 
Socialist in the Convention. As a mat- 
ter of fact, wherever there has been a trade 
unionist candidate for any political of- 
fice if there have been half a dozen So-_ 
clalists in town, they have always tried to 
defeat the trade unionists. 

Now, there has been a remark made 
about the- passage of the military law by 
Congress. I agree it would have been a 
good thing if we could have prevented the 
passage of that law, but the delegate said 
that if we even had a minority in Con- 
gress, It could not have become law. 1 
point him to the fact that in Germany they 
have the largest number of any party in 
the parliament of that country, and yet 
they have the most tyrannical military 
laws of any country on the globe. 

It Is all very well to make a declara- 
tion, but the facts are another thing. We 
are told we ought not to rely upon an in- 
discreet remark by a Socialist here and 
there; but if not, then why rely upon the 
remarks of trade unionists here and there? 
Yes, an indiscreet remark — but the diffi- 
culty here and outside of the Conventions 
of the American Federation of Labor Is 
to And a Socialist who is not all the time 
guilty of making indiscreet remarks. He 
is at It all the time. 

' When the Socialist Trade and Labor Al- 
liance, backed by Mr. De Leon— and I will 
not ask pardon for mentioning his name, 
because if a man is consistent he is en- 
titled to have his name mentioned. 

(Delegate J. Mahlon Barnes rose to 
speak. Delegate Carey of Haverhill also 
called out, "I object.") 

You don't know what I am going to say. 
You were members of that party when the 
Socialist Alliance was started. 

(Delegate Max Hayes: "Let me explain." 
Cries of "Sit down" and "Hear him.") 

I am stating the facts, that is au. 
They broke away because of the domina- 
tion of this man De Leon ; and started 
out to form a new Socialist Party, and de- 
clared what Delegate White declared here 
on the floor of the Convention today was 
their policy — that, the trade unionists must 
be unhampered and fought from within. 

(Delegate Hayes: "That is more than any 
republican or democrat would say.") 

For that reason I am not with those par- 
ties, "and one of the reasons I am not with 



your party is because I .want to be In line 
with the declaration that the trade union 
policy, the movement and the work, must 
be unhampered by your political nostrums. 
When the Socialists formed the American 
Labor Union in rivalry to the American 
Federation of Labor, I took occasion to 
continually sSy in the American Federa- 
tionist that it was but another attempt 
to form another Socialist Trade and Labor 
Alliance, without its practical courage to 
openly declare its enmity to the American 
trade union movement. 

Is it not a fact that no matter whnt we 
achieve, we are belittled by the Socialists? 
Even the Labor Day we have achieved for 
all the people of our country — the proposi- 
tion comes in here to abolish it and to 
make Labor Day in line with the Labor 
Day of continental Europe, May 1st. The 
American Federation of Labor In 1879 ad- 
dressed a letter to the French working- 
men, suggesting to them to celebrate the 
1st of May when the carpenters were to 
inaugurate the eight-hour day; and from 
that suggestion, made by your humble ser- 
vant, they have made the first of May of 
each year their holiday, and so they cele- 
brate it, usually on the Sunday before or 
the Sunday after. They take no holiday, 
but they sometimes celebrate it in the 
evening of May 1st. 

In no country on the globe has labor ever 
taken a day for itself without asking con- 
sent, or begging or apologizing for itself, 
except in this country. And yet the Social- 
ists want us to give up our own Labor Day 
and celebrate on May 1st, in the evening. 
The secretary of the Socialist party has 
severed his connection with the reformed 
(?) Socialist party, because of his being 
opposed to the hostile tactics of that party 
to the trade unions; and, being at heart a 
trade unionist, he was forced out of his 
position. Since that time he has given to 
the world the real reasons why he was 
forced out— because he dared to stand up 
in defence of trades unions and against 
the policy of antagonizing the trades unions 
and hoisting up the American Labor Union. 
Is it not true, to a very great extent, 
that your Socialist American Labor Union, 
except the miners and a very few others, 
is made up very largely of expelled mem- 
bers of the trades unions who broke faith 
wifch their fellow- workmen? Do you So- 
cialists here deny it? Your official papers 
say so, and your Socialist organizers' re- 
ports admit it. Are your unions not boy- 
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cotting the International Boot and Shoe 
Workers' Uuion label and the International 
Paper Makers' Union label, and other in- 
ternational unions, and where they do 
not boycott them, hold the threat over the 
heads of some other unions, compelling 
them either to submit, or forcing them to 
waver in their fealty and loyalty to the 
movement? 

The cigar makers' union of Denver has 
had this condition of things confront tt. 
They were threatened with a Socialist boy- 
cott of their label, and their president 
and those poor fellows, many of whom can 
not labor elsewhere, must submit to the 
dictates of the Socialist organization, for 
they have no other alternative except to 
get out of Denver. Because they can not 
otherwise work and support themselves, 
they must submit, or be boycotted by So- 
cialists out of the beneficent climate of 
Denver, and driven elsewhere, to pine away 
from the ravages of that dread disease from 
which so many suffer apd by reason of 
which they sought that climate for the re- 
lief afforded. 

Men of labor, if you were in the office 
of the American Federation of Labor for a 
time and you knew the tilings that trans- 
pire in the labor movement in a general 
and in a specific way— for they are all fo- 
cussed there, and we know what is going 
on and we know the enemies of the labor 
movement— you would have your opinion 
clear cut upon this subject. Why, we have 
spent more money in organizing in Colorado 
itself than in any other state, notwith- 
standing that, industrially considered, it 
ought to cost very little. 

I want to tell you, Socialists, that I have 
studied your philosophy ; read yourworks up- 
on economics, and not the meanest of them; 
studied your standard works, both in Eng- 
lish and German— have not only read, but 
studied them. I have heard your orators 
and watched the work of your movement 
*the world over. I have kept close watch 
upon your doctrines for thirty years; have 
been closely associated with many of you, 
and know" how you think and what you 
propose. I know, too, what you have up 
your sleeve. And I want to say that I 
am entirely at variance with your philoso- 
phy. I declare it to you, I am not only 
at variance with your doctrines, but with 
your philosophy. Economically, you are 
unsound; socially, you are wrong; indus- 
trially, you are an Impossibility. 

President Gonipers, at the close of his 



speech, was the recipient of a magnificent 
basket of flowers suitably inscribed With 
the words "A Worthy Success," from ' 
some of his friends among the local cigar- ' 
makers. 

Delegate Barnes: 1 rise to a question of 
personal privilege; not on the subject mat- 
ter at all. If the x brothers will permit, it 
will prevent a stoppage of the roll call fn 
its midst. It is not that I want to address 
you on the question at Issue, but I desire 
to make a personal explanation at this 
time so that it may save time later. I want 
to say that the Cigarmakers' delegates were 
Instructed to vote as a unit. When the 
CI gaf makers* delegation is called, there 
will have to be an interruption unless 1 
make this statement at this time. In 
1896, the Cigarmakers' International Union 
offered a resolution instructing their dele- 
gates to vote as a unit in the American 
Federation of Labor Convention. Your 
humble servant for three years prior to 
that had been at the head of the delegation 
to the American Federation of Labor at 
several conventions. Your humble -servant 
at this convention declared that he would 
not accept a nomination with his hands 
•tied, declining the nomination. In 1901 
there was a vacancy on the delegation of 
this convention, and with the knowledge of 
my position I was appointed as a delegate 
to fill that vacancy. Therefore, I consider 
myself free to act as I please at this time. 

President Gompers: The question before 
the house the chair will state as explicitly 
as possible, if you will only give me your 
attention. A number of resolutions were 
Introduced by delegates and referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions. The commit-, 
tee made an unfavorable report upon all of 
them. The motion is to concur in the com- 
mittee's report. 

The secretary was then directed to call^ 
the roll. 

AYES— Mulholland, Devlin, Utting, Nos- 
chang, Deason, Murphy (P. F.), Slocum, 
Kerr, Cummins (P. H.), McMahon (James), 
McNeill, Flynn, Fox, Malloy, Looney, Bar- 
rett, Dougherty, Lovely, Hank, Butter- 
worth, Buchanan, Winslow (C. W.). Mc- 
Govern, Jennings, Duffy (Frank), Duffy (P. 
F.), Grimes, Fyfe, McPherson, Henry -(J. 
S.), Fish, Gengenback, Tveitmoe, Gompers, 
Tracy, Wood, O'Brien (J. R.), Morris 
(Max), Robinson, Devlne, Loebenberg, 
Cable, Hughes, Sherman (H. W.), Nelson, 
Estlnghausen, Burns, Feeney, Taylor, Mc- 
Mahon (P.), Glass. Monaghan, Healy 
(Timothy), Shamp, Kirley (John), Larkin,^ 
Curran, White (Henry), Rlckert, Hayes 
(D. A.), Agard, Morris (J. J.), Cotter, Dun- 
can, Lyons, O'Brien (W. J.), Moffltt, Phil- 
lips, Matter, Lillen, Smyth (J. W.), Larsen, 
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Quinlivan, Lally, Callahan, Scot* (M. P.), 
±xouoy t Gunter, O'Connor (B. C.)» Shaffer, 
Kutledge , Richards, Vollmer, Langlands, 
Stephens, Powell, Buckley, Hoke, Roach 
(John), Keefe, Barter, O'Connor (T. V.), 
O'Connell (James), Creamer (J. J.), War- 
ner, Ireland, Hammerstrom, Drinkwater, 
Wilson (J. T.)» Boyle, Lowe, Donnelly, Call, 
Schmidt, Eichelberger, Lynch (E. J.), 
Downing (P. B.), Dutle, Downey (P. J.), 
Wheeler (C. D.), Kurten (H. C), Mitchell, 
Wilson (W. B.), Fahy, Dempsey (J. T.), 
Haskins, Ryan, Lewis, Valentine, Frey, 
Bradley, Murphy (M. F.), Weber, Miller, 
Carey (D. A.), Kneeland, Hancock, Mackey, 
Fitzgerald, Winn (Peter), Wilson (Jas.), 
Rooney, Spencer, Keliey (J. S.), Hunt, 
Hailes, Scott (J. A.), Higgins, O'Hare, 
McDonald (D. J.), McKnlght, Richmond, 
Street Railway Employes' delegation, Ed- 
wards, Seamen's delegation, Ross, Kelly 
(Philip), Hart, Williams (G. W.), Schwab, 
Lennon, Qualey, Sangster, Barry (J. B.)» 
Furman, Flood, Cote, Markey (F. A.), Tan- 
sey, Hibbert, O'Donnell, Franke, Tobacco 
Workers' delegation, McDonough, Lynch 
(J. M.), Garrett, Nuernberger, Morrison 
(Frank), Hunter, Kidd (T. I.), Mulcahy, 
Braunschweig, Gebelein, Williams (D. U.), 
Beals, Hughes, Perkins, White, Neary, Mc- 
Laughlin (C. J.), McHugh, Leonard, Pop- 
lowsky, Gurr, Casey (J. J.), Sullivan (G. B.), 
Casey (Louis), Cummings (W. P.). Hlrsch, 
Spittal, Markey (H. A.), Simmons, Driscoll, 
Daly, Coleman, Hunt, Morrison (A. W.)» 
Elmer,- Hasselbeck, Campbell, Irvin, Scollln, 
Fuller, Fosdick, Jones (David), Clay, 
Reark, Parker (Mrs. N. D.), Donovan 
(Jeremiah), Ford, Gurley, Smith (J. T.), 
Coker, Maloney (R. S.), Brandon, Nugent 
(W. J.), Barrett (John), Cohen, Powell (P. 
J.), O'Leary, Henry (Frank), Browning, 
Ainey, Wulf, Clancy, Gottlob, Feltus, 
O'Keefe, Welsh (PJ, Porter, Edwards, 
Holland, Hinchey, Tully, Whitney, Night- 
ingale, McKee, Schwartz, Neal, Bowen, 
Berry, Schneider, Broderick, Macarthur, 
MtKelvey, Harris, Burman, Dempsey (D.), 
Zaring, Dewar, Henderson (W. D.), De- 
barrey, Feyder, Connor, Doll, Muldoon, 
Dale, O'Connell (M. J.), Roche (E. J.), 
Sabel, Harney, Payne, Peetz, Scully (Rosa), 
Wynn (I. G.), White (Wm.), Borden, Swift, 
Collins (M. D.), Mallory, Dervin, White- 
man, Bankow, Bechtold, Borden, Buthe, 
Caldwell, King. Haskell, Wingerter, Bor- 
den, Derrlgan, Keenan, Coyle, Borden, Rus- 
sel, White (J. O.), Downing (J. P.), Mullee, 
Bickler, Darcy, Murphy (L. E.), Bohm, 
Burke, representing 7 11,282 votes. 

NAYS— Schaerer, Tobin (J. F.), Martin- 
dale. Carey (J. F.), Kemper, Ward, Zepp, 
Gaestel, Wheeler (F. C), Slayton, Bohnen, 
Jackson, Barnes, Mikol, Kaufman, Chuck, 
Grossman, Huber, Sherman (C. O.), Kness, 
Wasley, Gilbertson, Dold, Murray, Van 
Fossan, Quick, Tanquary, Ramsay, Keyes, 
Carr, Hayes (M. S.), Mahoney (P.), Hill 
(A. E.). Healey (B. F.), Keliey (J. W.), 
Scull v (D. J.), Moore (Thomas), Hitchcock 
(W. H.), Kenney, Reid (J. J.). Flanagan, 
Trownsell, Laplant, McKeigue, Stewart, 
Rheehan, Ballard, Donovan (Michael), 
Kreft, Hatch, Thompson, Ryall, Arvidson, 
Vincens, Dolan, Savadge. Lavin, Hender- 
son (W. F.), Cardiff, Hoehn, Turner, Hap- 
good, Lederer, Faller, Zimmerman, repre- 
senting 2,147 votes. 



By a vote ^of 11,282 In favor to 2,147 
against the report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Delegate Ryan for the Committee on 
Resolutions continued his report, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 118.— By I. T. U. Dele- 
gates of New Yor£: 

WHEREAS, The Typefounders' Trades 
District Union of the International Typo- 

fraphieal Union met the employing type- 
ounders of the United States in New 
New York City on May 21, 1903, for the pur- 
pose of discussing contemplated changes in 
the scale of wages and hours of labor, 
and the employers at this conference in- 
sisted that the delegates from the Typo- 
founders' Unions withdraw the union shop 
clause before they would consider any 
other question; and, 

WHEREAS. The delegates from the 
Typefounders Unions, in a desire for har- 
monious relations, then withdrew the union 
shop clause and presented in lieu thereof 
a proposition that the percentage of non- 
union men then employed be not increased, 
which was also refused; and 

WHEREAS, The employers then present- 
ed the typefounders' delegates with copies 
of individual contract that contained a 
paragraph, reading as follows: 

"The employe agrees not tp join in or 
encourage any strike, nor absent himself 
during a strike, should his presence be re- 
quired by the employer." 
and from May 25th up to the present time 
they have made efforts to induce our mem- 
bers to sign said individual contracts, 
some of them evjen informing their em- 
ployes that unless they signed said indi- 
vidual contract they would be discharged 
and would be prevented from finding em- 
ployment elsewhere, unless they first signed 
such contracts; and, 

WHEREAS, It was thereby made plain 
to the members of the Typefounders' Unions 
of the International Typographical Union 
that unless some steps were taken to pre- 
vent any further intimidation or coercion 
on the part of the employers, our organiza- 
tion would eventually be disrupted i and, 

WHEREAS, The Typefounders' Unions 
again presented the employing typefound- 
ers in several cities with a new scale of 
wages, hours and conditions, with the re- 

3 nest that same be put into effect on Mon- 
ay, Sept. 28, 1903, and the refusal of the 
employers to concede us our rights on that 
date resulted in a walkout in those type- 
foundries where scales had been presented, 
and within two weeks after the men and 
women in some of the typcfoundries had 
gone on strike the employers locked out 
our members in nearlr nil the foundries In 
the United States; an-1. 

WHEREAS, Such an antagonistic atti- 
tude as was displayed by the employers 
portends the destruction of our organiza- 
tion Xmless determined resistance is offered; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Ninety-three per cent, of the 
skilled workmen in the typefounding trade* 
are members of our union, it has been a? 
easy matter for us to make the strike ef- 
fective; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled en- 
dorses the strike of the Typefounders' 
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Trades District Union of the International 
Typographical Union, and commends the 
action of those men and women who are 
not members of the union in joining in the 
strike when the lockout occurred; and, be 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assures the striking type- 
founders of its moral support, even to the 
extent, should It become necessary, of giv- 
ing the matter the widest publicity. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 
. Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 140.— By Delegates Joseph 
N. Weber, D. A. Carey, Owen Miller of 
American Federation of Musicians: 

WHEREAS, Iu Ferbuary, 1903, Local No. 
174, American Federation of Musicians of 
New Orleans, La., was locked out Uy the 
committee of arrangements of the New 
Orleans Carnival because said Local No. 
174 refused to accept the wages offered 
for their services on this occasion, on the 
ground that Local No. 174, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, considered the amount 
of wages offered inadequate; and 

WHEREAS, Said committee of arrange- 
ments in their endeavors to supply musical 
labor necessary for this function applied 
to the commander of the French man-of- 
war Tage (laying In the harbor of New 
Orleans at the time to detail the band 
of the Tage composed of enlisted men in 
the service of the French government; and 

WHEREAS, The commander of this 
French man-of-war complied with the re- 
quest, and landed the band of the Tage to 
take the place of the locked out musicians 
of New Orleans, thus Interfering in a dis- 
pute between citizens of the United States 
and committing a breach of international 
comity; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor denounce the act of the commander of 
a foreign man-of-war landing troops upon 
American soil to interfere in a controversy 
between citizens of the United States as 
to a question of wages, and the legislative 
committee of the American Federation of 
Labor is hereby instructed to endeavor to 
have a resolution introduced in the House 
of Representatives calling for an investiga- 
tion of the allegations made in this resolu- 
tion, and if found true, demanding proper 
satisfaction from the French government 
for the unwarranted act of one of its agents 
in interfering in the trades disputes of citi- 
zens of the United States. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favora- 
bly. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 147.— By Delegates Philip 
Kelly and Lee M. Hart of International 
Alliance Theatrical Stage Employees: 

WHEREAS, The past year's history of 
the trade union movement has shown that 
great danger threatens its foundation and 
fundamental laws of organization through 
the heartless and selflsn motives of ag- 
grandizement by many of our large na- 
tional and international unions courteously 
taking unto themselves the work and rights 
of trade long established; and 

WHEREAS. This continued trespassing 



upon the trade rights and jurisdiction be- 
longing to these many crafts have been 
honestly granted to them by right of labor, 
and the conseut, by jurisdiction granted 
to them as strict trades men by this great 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, It is well known and self- 
evident to all that this crime against strict 
trade autonomy flionesty) has not alone 
tended to disrupt our unions, but is -bring- 
ing such discredit upon our entire move- 
ment that the condition has changed where- 
by our fellow- workmen have become more 
feared than the aggressive employer; 
therefore be It / 

RESOLVED, That this, the twenty-third 
annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor reaffirms its doctrine of strict 
trade autonomy and hereby gives notice 
to All its affiliated crafts that they must 
strictly confine themselves to the actual 
Jurisdiction that their charters call for un- 
der penalty of having said charter revoked. 

Committee on Resolutions reports unfav- 
orably, on the ground that the'^resolutiou 
is superfluous, as the subject matter is 
fully covered in the laws of the America^ 
Federation of Labor. _ 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegates Hart, Sherman, Hammerstrom, 
Kelly and Burns spoke upon the question. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 130.— By Delegate E. J. 
Roche of Central Labor Union, Washing- 
ton, D. C: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention con- 
demn the manufacture of United States 
mail bags by convict labor in Trenton 
prison, as it is against the interests of free 
American labor. 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolu- 
tion be forwarded to the postmaster-general 
of the United States. ^ 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Roche secured unanimous con- 
sent to amend Resolution No. 130 by adding 
after the words "mail bags," in the third 
line of "resolved," the words "locks and 
catches." 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in and the resolution was adopted 
as amended. 

Resolution No. 163.— By Delegates D. U. 
Williams, Alabama State Federation of 
Labor, and H. A. Mackey, Birmingham 
Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, The coal operators and un- 
fair firms of Birmingham, Ala., under the 
direction of D. M. Parry, have organized 
themselves under the title of the "Citizens' 
Industrial Alliance," and have declared war 
upon organized labor of the State of Ala- 
bama; and 
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WHEREAS, The last session of the Ala- 
bama legislature, at the instance of this 
said "Citizens'. Alliance," enacted into law 
an anti-boycott bill, which seeks to pre- 
vent labor unions from boycotting, distrib- 
uting boycott literature or unfair cards or 
conspiring^ in any manner against unfair 
firms or from loitering before their places 
of busiuess; and 

WHEREAS. It is the opinion of the best 
legal talent of Alabama that the law is un- 
constitutional; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor appropriate the sum of $1,000 
to the Alabama State Branch of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, for the purpose 
of testing the constitutionality of the said 
anti-boycott law in the courts. 

Committee on Resolutions recommend 
reference to the Executive Council with 
the request that they give it their earliest 
possible attention. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 166.— By Delegate W. C. 
Kidd of Federal Labor Union No. 10,964: 

WHEREAS, It having become generally 
recognized by all business interests that a 
surplus fund Is far preferable to a deficit; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the president of the 
American Federation of Labor, together 
with the officers thereof, shall cause an 
assessment of ($1.00) one dollar per each 
member, who is affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and that the 
money thus collected shall be amalgamated 
with the present defence fund. The above 
assessment of one dollar shall be collected 
In four equal Installments during the com- 
ing fiscal year. 

Committee on Resolutions reports un- 
favorably. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Furuseth moved to lay the 
whole matter on the-table. 

The aye and nay vote was doubted and 
the chair called for a show of hands. 

By a vote of 70 in favor to 64 against 
the motion to lay on the table was carried. 

Resolution No. 170.— By Patrick Maho- 
ney, Massachusetts State Branch: 

WHEREAS, Prior to the establishment 
of the civil service laws by the government 
of the United States the conditions that 

foverned all those in the employ of the 
Tnited States was known as the "spoils 
system" and appointment to the public 
service was dependent entirely upon politi- 
cal preferment, without regard to the merit 
of the appointee; and 

WHEREAS, Under the wise provisions 
of the said civil service laws the govern- 
ment has been able to obtain the services 
of only flt^and competent employes with- 
out regard to the religious or political be- 
lief of the individual employe; and 

WHEREAS, The operations of the said 
civil service laws insure a degree of per- 
manency of employment that approaches 
life tenure in the public service on condi- 
tion of competency nlone; and 

WHEREAS, The said civil service laws 
extend to those in public employ, steady 



employment, and protection from Interfer- 
ence in the discharge of their duties from 
any source for any reason, other than one 
affecting the ability of the employe to 
perform his duties In a satisfactory man- 
ner; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That for the reasons recited 
In the foregoing preamble the American 
Federation of Labor in convention assem- 
bled fully endorses the said civil service 
laws, and advocate their extension when- 
ever and wherever practicable. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
the striking out of the second "whereas" 
and reports favorably. 

The report of the committee was adopted 
as amended. 

Resolution No. 175.— By Delegate J. K f . 
Cable and Andrew C. Hughes, Coopers' In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, There has on several oc- 
casions in recent Congresses been legisla- 
tion introduced detrimental to the Interests ^ 
of the Coopers' International Union, and 
we have been handicapped in meeting 
same for lack of the means to obtain 
prompt and accurate Information, and as 
we anticipate the introduction of further 
proposed legislation by the employing 
brewers' association at the forthcoming 
session of Congress; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in convention assembled, 
instruct Its legislative committee to watch 
for any attempted legislation effecting 
cooperage matters at the forthcoming ses- 
sion of Congress and to promptly notify 
the headquarters of the Coopera' Interna- 
tional Union of same and all facts In con- 
nection therewith. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Delegate Hughes spoke In favor of the 
committee's report. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 173.— By Delegates rep- 
resenting the United Garment Workers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The United Garment Work- 
ers of America is engaged in a severe 
struggle with the Clothiers' Exchange of 
Rochester, comprising nearly all the cloth- 
ing manufacturers of that city owing to 
its refusal to treat with their cutters as a 
body when presented with a request for 
the reduction of the hours of labor to 
eight per day, so as to conform to the 
working time observed in that branch of 
the trade in all competing markets; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor In convention assembled does 
hereby condemn the attitude of the or- 
ganized clothing manufacturers of Roches- 
ter as being unfair and contrary to the 
spirit of our times. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
reference to the Executive Council. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 179.— By Delegate Fran- 
cis Fildew of Michigan State Federation of 
Labor: 
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WHEfREAS, Since the American Federa- 
tlonist has explained the Winnetka system 
for installing the initiative and referendum 
in cities without waiting for the consent 
of the party in power in the legislature and 
I without consulting the party machines in 
f the city, several cities have emancipated 
ihemselves, including Detroit, Mich.; To- 
ronto, Canada; Waco, Tex., and Geneva, 
1J1., with excellent work in Chicago. In 
Toronto and Wacd the non-partisan cam- 
paign was instituted and conducted by or- 
ganized labor, greatly strengthening the 
organization in the sentiments of its mem- 
bers and demonstrating an effective po- 
litical system separate and apart from 
party politics; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor rejoices that its action of 
two years ago in securing publicity for the 
Winnetka system has already had such ef- 
fective fruitage, and our president is re- 
quested to issue an address to affiliated 
unions, setting forth what has been ac- 
complished in cities and how; and 

RESOLVED, That our president is re- 
quested also to write to the conventions 
of the State Federation of Labor as they 
i-cHir. directing attention to the 11011- 

(>artisan system whereby, organized labor 
s securing the submission of constitutional 
amendments for the initiative and refer- 
endum. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 
Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 184.— By Delegate John 
Bradley of Iron Moulders: 

RESOLVED, That we condemn bribe 
giving on the part of the employers as be- 
ing as reprehensible and as dangerous to 
the community as taking bribes by union 
officials, and the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby 
instructed to expose and prosecute employ- 
ers guilty of such acts. 

Committee on Organization desires to say 
that an isolated case does not warrant the 
conclusion that dishonesty on the part of 
officers of organized labor prevails. On 
the contrary we are convinced that the 
representatives of organized labor are by 
far the most reliable, honest and trust- 
worthy of any walk of life. We therefore 
report unfavorably upon this resolution. 



Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Bohnen said that he was in 
favor of punishing bribe givers and was in 
favor of having laws passed In states 
where they do rot now exist punishing 
bribe givers. 

Delegate Bradley spoke in favor of the 
resolution. 

Delegate Bohnen favored the adoption of 
the committee's report. 

Delegate Buchanan favored having the 
convention take a position on the question 
at issue. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred In. 

Delegate Grossman secured unanimous 
consent to introduce the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Grievance 
Committee by the Committee on Resolu- 
tions: 

Resolution No. 290.— By Delegate Her- 
man Grossman of the International Ladles* 
Garment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The attention of the Inter- 
national Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
has been called to the fact that a move- 
ment is on foot within the Manhattan 
Association of Knife Cutters at New York 
City to the effect that said organization 
will probably decide to become affiliated 
with the American Labor Union; and 4 

WHEREAS, 'Such action It appears has 
beeu made possible by the refusal of the 
Laundry Workers to grant said Manhattans 
a charter as promised one year ago; and 

WHEREAS, the general secretary^ of the 
International Ladies' Garment Workers 
has repeatedly communicated with the 
Shirt, Iron and Laundry Workers upon 
this subject; but failed to receive a reply, 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor hereby directs the Laundry Workers 
to fairly and Justly deal with the Interna- 
tional Ladies' Garment Workers' Union so 
that harmony can be established in this 
Industry. 



The Convention then adjourned. 
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The Convention was called to order by 
President Gbmpers at 9 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Devlin, Kerr, 
McMahon, Lovely, Martindale, Buchanan, 
McPherson, Cable, Hughes, Ueidy, Towey, 
O'Brien, Callahan, Stephens, Buckley, 
Hoke, Roach, Keefe> Warner, Boyle, Call, 
Schmidt, Lynch, Scaife, Weber, Carey, 
Fitzgibben, Bahlhorn, Winn, Scott, Dix, 
McKnight, Mahon, WInslow (C. H.), Lin- 
coln, Flood, Powell, Curley, Beals, Jones, 
Hughes, Sullivan, Ferguson, Murphy, Brid- 
well, Markey, Thomas, Scully, Schardt, 
Fossberg, Collins, Graney, Woods, Sinclair, 
Mahoney, Curtis, Keene, Sarman, Duffy, 
Stewart, Henry, Pena, Allimon, Allabough, 
Jones, Davis, Largay, Hinchey, Lawler, 
Hulse, Ryall, Holioway, Dodd, Clarke, 
Cowell, Lehner, Kuhn, Tyson, Hitchcock, 
Harskowitch, More, Barnett, Gosllne, Pat- 
erson, Burton, Lynch, Gettle, Dlnneen, 
Hodges, Reed, Cannon, Gilpin, Butler, 
Faulkerson, Cooper, Schmatterlee, Studd, 
Marsh, Page, Tussiny, Gascoyne, Madden, 
Kidd (W. C), Graham, Morlln, Anderson, 
Field, Borden, Doran, Walshe, McCardle, 
Tobin, Brady, Hannahan, Murrell, Feehan, 
Creamer, Fleldstack, Donnelly, Miles, Mc- 
Leod, Mills, Roderick, Kelley, Dillon, Bor- 
den, Bowler, Ludwig, Sodekson, Hillard, 
Damozonlo, Timilty, Cooper, Russel, Hill, 
Deigle,- Gately, Rosenfleld, Freeman, Smith, 
Downing, Bolger, Scott, Francis, Hutchin- 
son, Klein, Clark, Tarrents, Berr, Sadler, 
Mullen, O'Grady, Keyser. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Delegate Duffy secured unanimous con- 
sent to introduce a resolution which was 
referred to the Committee on Distribu- 
tion. 

Delegate Ryan, for the Committee on 
Resolutions continued his report as follows: 

Resolution No. 192.— By Delegate N John 
M. Ryall, Central Trade and Labor Coun- 
cil, Richmond, Va.: 

WHEREAS, The union label Is not pat- 
ronized by organized labor as well as it 
should be; and 

WHEREAS, The merchants that handle 
union made goods and employ union clerks 
complain that union men as a rule do not 
ask for the union made products; therefore 
be It 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor In convention assembled, that 
nil international organizations and federal 
unions attached to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor have their obligations amend- 
ed so as to read as follows: And I do 



further solemnly promise on my word of 
honor that 1 will patronize only strictly 
union made goods and that I will use my 
best endeavors to get others to do the 
same, and that if I should become faith- 
less to my obligation, may I then be ex- 
pelled from the union. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 194.— By Delegate M. 
Brayer, Cloth Spongers: 

WHEREAS, It is the policy of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to assist all af- 
filiated organizations; and 

WHEREAS, The United Garment Work- 
ers can materialjy and effectively assist the 
, Cloth Spongers and Examiners Union by 
seeing to it that in all of these label cloth- 
ing houses their members handle only such 
clothing which has been sponged and ex- 
amined by the members of the Cloth 
Spongers' and Examiners' Union; ne it 

RESOLVED, By this twenty-third annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that the United Garment Workers 
be urged to so assist the appealing union. 

f Committee on Resplutions recommends 
that the Executive Council take steps to 
bring about a friendly adjustment of the 
subject matter contained In this resolu- 
tion. 
Report of committee concurred in- 

Resolution No. 197.— By Delegate Owen 
J. Trownsell of the Hamilton, Ohio, Co- 
operative Trades and Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, The Co-operative Trades 
and Labor Council of Hamilton, Ohio, has 
through its efforts to unionize the printing 
and publishing offices in its locality been 
assailed by the Republican News Publish- 
ing Company with a sweeping injunction 
and a suit for damages to the amount of 
$50,000; and 

WHEREAS, These proceedings are 
backed by the Manufacturing Association 
of Hamilton, Ohio, who seek by these 
means to destroy the independent spirit 
of trade union affiliation of the Council; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the annual Convention 
of the American FonVratlon of Labor that 
the incoming Executive Council be and Is 
directed to render such aid ns may In its 
judgment be warranted by the conditions. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 204.— By Delegate Walter 
Macarthur of San Francisco Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, Mongolian and other Asiatic 
cheap labor is a detriment not only to the 
progress of the American workers, but to 
that of the nation as a whole; and 

WHEREAS, Strenuous efforts are now 
being made in the 1'hilippme Islands by 
nearly all of the representatives of Euro- 
pean capital and by some representatives 
of American capital to open these islands 
to Chinese coolie labor, which must inev- 
itably lead, not only to the lowering of the 
already small wages of the Filipino work- 
ers, but ultimately to the crowding out 
of the native workmen and native business 
men by Chinese; and 

WHEHEAS, In the Hawaiian Islands, 
out of a population of about 160,000, there 
are 70,000 Japanese, 25,700 Chinese; and 
of late Koreans, who are Chinese in physi- 
cal characteristics and customs, are being 
brought in, the purpose of the Hawaiian 
Sugar Planters' Association being to im- 
port in the near future 10,000 of such 
Koreans as an experiment, who (as at pres- 
ent there is already a large surplus of 
Mongolian labor in these Islands— labor 
which is gradually finding its way to the 
mainland of the United States, especially 
to the Pacific coast states) will come to our 
country, the Hawaiian Islands being thus 
used as a bridge to bring cheap Mongolian 
labor into the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Chinese and Japanese, espe- 
cially the latter, are rapidly driving to des- 
titution and extinction the native Hawa- 
ians, and driving out of the islands the 
few white mechanics, the few small white 
settlers and the small white business men, 
leaving the islands in full control of the 
Hawaiian Sugar Planters' Association, a 
concern controlled by a few men of great 
wealth; and 

WHEREAS, The Census of 1900 shows 
that the Japanese population of the United 
States, exclusive of the Japanese in the 
Philippine and Hawaiian Islands, has 
grown from 2,039 in 1890 to 24,326 In 1900. 
of which number 22,001 were located in 
the states of California, Washington, Ore- 
gon, Montana and Idaho, where their dis- 
astrous competition in many callings has 
Inflicted great injury on the American 
workers; especially since 1900 their num- 
bers in these states have steadily In- 
creased; and 

WHEREAS, Increased machine produc- 
tion in Japan is displacing in larger and 
larger numbers hand labor, which hand 
labor, in the overcrowded condition of that 
country, where 45,000,000 persons are sit- 
uated in 148.742 square miles, only 11 per 
cent of which Is arable land, is eager to 
emigrate and willing to work at any wages, 
in Japan now wages of laborers being 18 
cents per day and of mechanics from 20 
to 50 cents per day; and 

WHEREAS, The Japanese, by adopting 
"nr forms of dress only outwardly conform 
*o the western standard of civilization, in 
'icir customs and morals remaining essen- 
• nlly Japanese, that is, men of a lower 
•nndard of morals, of a lower standard of 
"• nires. men of a race that has never as- 
similated with the Caucasions, but which 
race has always pulled down, and pulled 
down irresistibly, the men of the Cau- 
casion race that have been forced into 



contact with men of the Mongolian race; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that it deem it absolutely 
necessary for the preservation and ad- 
vancement of the natives of the Philippine 
and Hawaiian Islands, to whom the Amer- 
ican government has made solemn pledges 
of protection, that the Chinese Exclusion 
Act be made to apply to the Japanese and 
Koreans and other Asiatic Mongolian la- 
bor, also that the present Chinese Exclu- 
sion Act continue in full force in the Phil- 
ippine and Hawaiian Islands; and further 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council Is hereby required to instruct 
the Legislative Committee to have intro- 
duced in congress a bill embodying the 
spirit of these resolutions. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 209.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of the Federal Labor Union, 6482: 
.RESOLVED, That the twenty-fourth an- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be held in St. Louis, Mo. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
reference to the Convention to be consid- 
ered at the proper time. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 219.— By Delegate E. C. 
Berry of the Xri-City Labor Congress: 

WHEREAS, In 1898 a strike took place 
at the Rock Island Arsenal, in order to 
prevent discrimination against organized 
labor; and 

WHEREAS, After a strike of two 
months' duration, an agreement was 
reached between the Secretary of War and 
the representatives of the organization in- 
volved, namely, the International Associa- 
tion of Machinists, to the effect that all 
persons Involved in said strike should be 
reinstated without discrimination; and 

WHEREAS, Said agreement has not 
been recognized by the commandant at the 
Rock Island Arsenal, many men who took 
part in said strike being still barred from 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil take up this matter at once, and de- 
mand of the President of the United States 
that the agreement entered into be carried 
into effect at once, and the men immedi- 
ately reinstated. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 232.— By Delegate W. S. 
Harris of Savannah Trades and Labor As- 
sembly: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor request of every National 
union to incorporate into their constitution 
a law compelling all the local unions affili- 
ated to attach themselves to the city cen- 
' tral body where they are located. 

Committee on Resolutions reports unfa- 
vorably, the subject matter being covered 
In the Constitution. 

Report of committee concurred in. 
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Resolution- No. 233.— By Delegate John 
Keyes of Shipwrights' Union: 

WHEREAS, The system of electing our 
federal officers is not in conformity with 
the spirit of the voice of the people, being 
heard; be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention be 
placed on record as being in favor of the 
election of president, vice-president, and 
all of the officers making up the cabinet be 
by the direct vote of the people; further- 
more be it 

RESOLVED, That the supreme judges, 
the attorney-general and senators of the 
several states be elected by a direct vote 
of the people. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 237.— By Delegate An- 
drew Furuseth of International Seaman's 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Our greed for sovereignty 
over the country through which the inter- 
oceanic canal must pass has already caused 
this country to disregard the sovereignty 
of sister republics in Central America; 

WHEREAS, The building of such a canal 
must inevitably lead to the annexation of 
all the territory between our Mexican bor- 
der and such canal in order that it may 
be at all times defended; therefore 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor emphatical- 
ly protest against the building of such a 
canal as inevitably leading to such inter- 
ference. . 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
the following substitute: 

WHEREAS, The government of the 
United States is about to undertake, at 
Panama, the construction of a canal to con- 
nect the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, the 
most important public work ever assumed 
by this or any other nation, and many 
thousands of workmen of every kind will 
be employed-on the work; and 

WHEREAS, We are threatened in the 
immediate future with an industrial depres- 
sion during which thousands of American 
workmen will doubtless be thrown into idle- 
ness, and especially those engaged in the 
very class of labor which will be most in 
demand at Panama: and 

WHEREAS, The United States now has 
among its citizens hundreds of thousands 
of laborers of the Italian and other south- 
ern races adapted in every way to the class 
of work to be undertaken at Panama; be It 

RESOLVED, That the Congress of the 
United States be urged by the twenty- 
third annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor to require that none 
but citizens of the United States be em- 
ployed on the construction of the inter- 
oceanic canal. 

Delegate Hoehn opposed the committee's 
report. 

Delegate Furuseth opposed the substitute 
and favored the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. 

Delegate Zaring believed that we should 



go on record as protesting against foreign 
labor building the canal and for that rea- 
son favored the committee's report. 

Delegate Qualey was of the opinion that 
the substitute should read "residents" in- 
stead of "citizens." 

Delegate Mikol favored modifying the 
committee's report before it was adopted. 

Delegate Lennon stated that he believed 
the question of vital importance. He said 
that he was not opposed to the building 
of the canal, but he was opposed to this 
Convention taking action which would re- 
sult as an injury to the working men of 
this country. 

By a vote of 99 in favor to 47 against 
the report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 241.— By Delegate Charles 
Lavin of Central Labor Union, Wilkes- 
barre, Pa.: t 

WHEREAS, There are many local unions 
of national and international organization 
not affiliated with the nearest central body 
as provided for in the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor, and as the 
apathy or neglect on the part of those local 
unions should be taken notice of by the 
parent bodies; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That national and interna- 
tional unions do incorporate in their con- 
stitutions a clause to the effect that any 
local union not in good standing in the 
nearest central when possible shall also be 
considered delinquent to its national or in- 
ternational body, thereby harmonizing with 
the fundamental principles of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Resolutions reports unfa- 
vorably. 

Delegate Murphy moved that the entire 
matter be laid upon the table. 
The motion was adopted. 

Resolution No. 243.— By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth of International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' Alliance was 
forced to declare a strike against the Har- 
bison & Walker Refractory Co. with office 
located in Pittsburg, Pa., to protect its 
5000 members working for said company; 
and 

WHEREAS, This company has refused 
to consider at any time the grievances of 
its employees before or after said strike 
was called, and like the immortal Baer 
said, there was nothing to consider or ar- 
bitrate, but robbed the slums of Europe 
and America of their denizens and brought 
them into the mountains of Pennsylvania. 
Okio and Kentucky, protected them by 
high board fences and coal and iron po- 
lice; and 

WHEREAS, The International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' Alliance 
has appealed to all organized labor for 
their moral and financial assistance, said 
appeal being indorsed by the Executive 
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Council of the American Federation of La- 
bor; 

UESOLVED, By this Convention that all 
organized labor and affiliated organizations 
are hereby again requested to render such 
assistance as lies within their power to 
give to the international organization in 
this their fight for liberty and justice 
against the Harbison & Walker Refractory 
Company. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 
Report of Committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 244.— By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth of International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers: 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-third annual 
Convention of this Federation, that when- 
ever members of more than one organiza- 
tion are employed in any workshop and 
when a member of one organization secures 
work coming - under the Jurisdiction of 
another organization it is the sense of this 
Federation that in such cases there be 
adopted an, exchange of cards between 
these organizations and the Executive 
Council is hereby requested to use its good 
offices with such organizations to adopt 
such rule. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
reference to the Executive Council. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 250.— By Delegates Geo. 
Mackey and James F. FitzGerald of Paper 
Makers : 

WHEREAS. The paper makers of Hol- 
yoke, Mass., nave lately ended a long and 
expensive struggle for the betterment of 
the conditions of this craft In the city of 
Holyoke; and 

WHEREAS, This strike was of such long 
duration that it exhausted the treasury of 
the locals as well as the international; and 

WHEREAS, This organization has con- 
tracted an indebtedness of $8000, caused 
by the inability of our organization to take 
proper care of the 4500 members who were 
on strike; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Incoming Execu- 
tive Board of the American Federation of 
Labor do, and is hereby instructed to, ren- 
der all possible assistance both financially 
and morally. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
reference to the Executive Council. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 259.— By Delegates P. J. 
Downy, C. D. Wheeler, H. C. Kurtin of 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers' Inter- 
national Alliance: 

WHEREAS, The members of Sheet 
Metal Workers Local Union No. 10 of New 
York City have been locked out for the 
past four months owing to their refusal 
to sign the plan of arbitration submitted 
by their employers; and 

WHEREAS, President Gompers and 
Vice-Pres. Duncan visited New York for 
the purpose of investigating the conditions 
existing in the building trades and after 
a thorough investigation made the follow- 
ing recommendation on October 13. 1903: 

1. That the building trades unions 
which have either been locked out or have 



been on strike because of their refusal to 
sign the "plan of arbitration," agree there- 
to. (2) That the building trades unions 
which have signed the agreement insist 
upon the disbandment of such organiza- 
tions which have been Instituted recently 
as rivals to the bona-fide and duly con* 
stltuted unions of the trade. (3) That 
the unions affected exercise leniency 
and afford easy terms upon which 
those may return who /were members 
and who have become members of rival 
organizations, and that those, who have not 
been members of the bona-hde unions so 
affected may be afforded the opportunity 
of membership upon the same terms as 
other non-union applicants. (4) That the 
building trades unions, parties to the 
"plan of arbitration," meet by bona-fide 
representatives at regular times for the 
consideration of such matters as affect 
them and which tend to promote the gen- 
eral interests of the men In the building 
trades and to all labor; and 

WHEREAS, In compliance with the 
above recommendation of Pres. Gompers 
and Vice-Pres. Duncan, Local Union No. 
10 appointed a committee of five with fall 

Eower to act In the settlement of the trou- 
le existing between the union and the 
Employers' Association, and at a confer- 
ence with a committee from Employers' 
Association, Tuesday, October 30, 1903, a 
committee from Local Union No. 10 sub- 
mitted the proposition: that we would sign 
th». arbitration plan as adopted by them 
July 3d, 1903, and further, we would take 
back all members who had seceded from 
the union and place them on the records 
of the union as they were before seceding 
and take in the members of the new union 
who had not been members of Local Union 
No. 10 for the regular Initiation fee of 
fifty dollars ($50.00), provided they could 
pass the examining board of the union; and 
WHEREAS, Said proposition was re- 
jected by the Employers; therefore be It 
RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor endorse 
the recommendation of Pres. Gompers and 
Vice-Pres. Duncan and request the Execu- 
tive Officers of all national and interna- 
tional unions affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor to instruct those lo- 
cal unions In New York city who have 
signed the plan of arbitration to immedi- 
ately take steps to put said recommenda- 
tion in effect. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
adoption of resolution after striking out 
third and fourth "whereas." 

Delegate Wheeler said It was the duty 
of every trade unionist in the country to 
assist the building trades. 

The report of the committee with recom- 
mendation was adopted. 

The secretary read the following tele- 
gram: 

Chicago, 111., Nov. 18, 1903. 

Frank Morrison, Secretary American Fed- 
eration of Labor, Boston, Mass.: 

Strike situation brleht, firemen, elec- 
tricians, engineers, cable splicers, black- 
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smiths have joined the strike. Governor, 
state board of arbitration, mayor, council 
committee working for arbitration, which 
we are willing to accept. Men united and 
standing firm. Chicago Federation of La- 
bor unanimously with us. Give our thanks 
to the Convention. 

(Signed.) MAHON, PRATT. 

Committee on Distribution presented the 
following resolutions, which had been in- 
troduced by unanimous consent: 

Resolution No. 292.— By Delegate Frank 
Duffy of United Brotherhood Carpenters 
and Joiners of America: 

WHEREAS, The firms known as the S. 
Howes Co., Huntley Mfg. Co. and the 
Invincible Grain Cleaning Co. of Silver 
Creek, N. Y., have stubbornly and per- 
sistently fought organized labor in that 
city for the past two years and have locked 
. out their employees because they were 
members of organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, Said firms absolutely refused 
to recognize trade unionists, to arbitrate 
their differences or to give them a hearing; 
and 

WHEREAS, Said firms have used all 
means at their command to stamp trades 
unionism out of existence altogether in Sil- 
ver Creek; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That this, the twenty- 
third annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor place said firms on the 
unfair list until such time as they recog- 
nize trade unions and the right of the 
workers to organize. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 249.— By Delegate Geo. C. 
Campbell of Tri-City Labor Congress of 
Clinton and Lyons, la., and Fulton, 111.: 

WHEREAS, For a number of years the 
American Federation of Labor has at con- 
siderable expense kept at each session of 
Congress a lobby at Washington, D. C, in 
the interest of the working class, and al- 
though some benefits have been derived, 
yet not as much as would have been if can- 
didates for Congress and state legislatures 
had been questioned and pledged, if elect- 
ed, to support certain measures in which 
wage workers are vitally interested; and • 

WHEREAS, In the State of Iowa, where 
such questions and pledging has been done, 
candidates have been elected favorable to 
legislation in behalf of the working people; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention rec- 
ommends the selection by each central body 
In every State of our Union of a commit- 
tee on law and legislation, whose duty it 
shall be to submit questions to candidates 
as to how they will vote on questions af- 
fecting labor, and give publicity to the 
same to the end that candidates elected 
who violate their pledges may be buried in 
the political oblivion tliey deserve; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That this convention sug- 
gests to central bodies that, where funds 
will admit, they appoint a member of their 
body (to work in conjunction with legisla- 
tive bodies of state branches at state 
legislatures to work for the passage of such 
laws as shall be of benefit to the workers 



ames 
of 



and the community, and approve a solid 
front to obnoxious legislation. 

Committee on Resolutions reports un- 
favorably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 268. — By Delegates Jai 
Duncan, F. J. Lyons, w. J. O'Brien 
Granite Cutters' National Union: 

WHEREAS, The laborers and mechanics 
employed on government works since 1869 
have since 18r2 been actively engaged in 
an effort to secure pay for overtime made 
by them in the belief that these claims are 
perfectly just and w»ll foundied; it is 
therefore 

RESOLVED, That section two of the de- 
ficiency appropriation act, approved May 
18, 1872 (Seventeenth Statutes at Large, 
page 134) is hereby revived and continued 
In force and made applicable to all labor 
performed in excess of eight hours ptr 
day by all laborers, workmen and mechan- 
ics employed by or on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of the United States since the 19th 
day of May, 1861, the date of the procla- 
mation of the President concerning such 
pay; said claims to be adjudicated by the 
Court of Claims upon the basis prescribed 
In and by said section, and judgments to 
be rendered for extra pay in proportion 
to the increase of hours of labor wherever 
more than the legal day's work of eight 
hours was performed"; and 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, as a body, recommends to 
Congress the favorable consideration of 
these claims, and directs its officers or 
committees in charge of legislation to give 
their best efforts to the passage of legisla- 
tion having for its object the relief of these 
claims. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favora- 
bly. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 269.— By Delegate Janes 
Duncan of Granite Cutters' National 
Union: 

RESOLVED, That the best interests of 
labor require the admission of women to 
full citizenship as a matter of justice to 
them, and as a necessary step towards 
ensuring and raising the scale of wages 
for all. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 270.— By Delegates of In- 
ternational Typographical Union: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor believes that: 

(1). The voters of each state ought to 
have the power to submit constitutional 
amendments by petition to the referendum. 

(2). That the right of the people to 
change their constitution and enact laws 
by petition and vote, Is a clear, unques- 
tionable and vital right, which must be 
attained before any reform of present con- 
ditions is possible. 

(3). That the present monopoly of the v 
law-making business by the legislatures 
of the various states is the source of all 
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the forms of monopoly that oppress labor 
and rob the public. . 

Therefore the state branch of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor In each state Is 
hereby instructed to petition the legisla- 
ture for a change in the constitution, pro- 
viding for the submission to the people of 
constitutional amendments On petition of 
voters. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 271.— By Delegates of In- 
ternational Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, There is apparent division 
among the trade unions of the West, which 
differences are largely caused by misun- 
derstandings of the purpose of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to bring about 
solidarity in the trade union movement; 
therefore be It ,..,_•. 

RESOLVED, That this Convention elect 
a committee of three delegates to visit 
the next conventions of the organizations 
known as the American Labor Union and 
the Western Federation of Miners for the 
purpose of bringing about an amalgamation 
of such organizations and their affiliated 
bodies with the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Committee on Resolutions recommends 
reference to the Executive Council with 
instructions to appoint such a committee. 

Delegate Max S. Hayes opposed refer- 
ence to the Executive Council. He be- 
lieved the committee should be appointed 
by the Convention. 

Delegate Fosdick favored the report of 
the committee and opposed sending a dele- 
gate to the American Labor Union. 

Delegate Max Morris favored fravlng the 
American Federation of Labor send a com- 
mittee to the Western Federation of Min- 
ers, but opposed giving any recognition 
whatever to the American Labor Union. 

Delegate Wilson said he knew of no or- 
ganization which had suffered more from 
the American Labor Union than the United 
Mine Workers, nevertheless he was op- 
posed to the report of the committee. 
He was in favor of sending a committee 
for the purpose of consolidating the forces 
of labor. 

Delegate Tanquary favored any effort 
that would result in bringing all organi- 
zations together. 

Delegate Simmons spoke upon the ques- 
tion. 

Delegate Barnes opposed the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Ramsay said he was in favor 
of the committee's report and suggested 
that a committee be appointed to visit the 
Western Federation of Miners. 

Delegate Morris stated that the Ameri- 



can Labor Union would not hold a con- 
vention until 1905. 

Delegate Richmond was opposed to the 
committee's report. 

Delegate Agard was in favor of the com- 
mittee's report, because he believed that 
the Executive Council was keenly alive to 
the necessity of securing unity of labor 
forces. 

Delegate Wheeler moved that the reso- 
lution be referred back to the committee. 

Delegate Tanquary secured unanimous 
consent to strike out the word "American 
Labor Union" in the resolution so that it 
will read as follows: *~ 

Resolution No. 271.— By Delegates of In- 
ternational Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, There is apparent division 
among the trade unions of the West, which 
differences are largely caused by misun- 
derstandings of the purpose of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to bring about 
solidarity in the trade union movement; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That this Convention elect 
a committee of three delegates to visit 
the next convention of the organization 
known as the Western Federation of Min- 
ers for the purpose of bringing about an 
amalgamation of such organization and 
affiliated bodies with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Delegate Ryan supported the committee's 
report. 

Delegate Roche favored any action that 
would do away with the strife In the west. 

Delegate Bohnen held that the resolu- 
tion gave the committee full power to act. 

Delegate Kreft favored conciliatory meth- 
ods. He said he would favor committee's 
report if they gave specific Instructions. 

Delegate Ryan stated that the commit- 
tee was In favor of changing their report 
to read: "Referred to Executive Council 
with instructions to appoint such commit- 
tee." 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 273.— By Delegates John 
M. Stephens and Chas. E. Langlands of 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers: 

WHEREAS, In the past year organized 
labor in many of the large cities of the 
country have been grossly imposed upon 
by a number of carnival shows, who have 
through central bodies given exhibitions 
which have resulted disadvantageously to 
the movement wherever given, not only 
proving a financial loss, but in every in- 
stance dissension in the ranks; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, 
that the incoming Executive Council shall 
issue an official letter to all central bodies, 
warning them against making contracts for 
exhibitions by these carnival shows, and 
the same be published in the Federationist, 
so that he who runs may read. 
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Committee on Resolutions reports unfa- 
vorably. 

Delegate Stephens opposed the commit- 
tee's report. 

Delegate Lennon said that such carnivals 
are a fraud and believed we should go on 
record as against them. 

Delegate Dubarry said a carnival was 
given under the auspices of the St. Louis 
central body and the promoters were still 
Indebted to the central body. 

Delegate Miller said they were unfair 
and unreliable and should not be counte- 
nanced. They never paid their musicians. 
They were, in his opinion, frauds. 

Delegate Murphy said he knew promoters 
of labor carnivals to be grafters. 

Delegate Hill said that every lab,or car- 
nival in the south had been a disgrace to 
the labor movement and favored the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

The report of the committee was de- 
feated and the resolution adopted. 

Resolution No. 274.— By Delegate M. J. 
Vollmer of International Jewelry Workers 
of America: 

WHEREAS, The Manufacturers' Associa- 
tion of Jewelers and Silversmiths are in- 
fringing upon the rights and liberties of 
employees by prohibiting them from becom- 
ing members of a labor organization; and 

WHEREAS, This is unconstitutional and 
against the principles of the United States; 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
take necessary proceedings to present same 
to Congress. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 277.— By H. D. Call of 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen of North America: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has in the past placed itself upon 
record as being opposed to Sunday 'work; 
and 

WHEREAS, There are now members of 
local unions affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor who demand that 
members of the Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workmen of North America 
after working sixty-seven hours during the 
week shall work five hours on Sunday; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled do 
condemn the said action— and pledge the 
support of his body to the butcher work- 
men in securing. one day's rest in seven. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 



Resolution No. 290.— By Delegate Frank 
Laplant of Ilion Trades Assembly, New 
York: 

WHEREAS, There Is no law compelling 
the use of uniform text books in the public 
schools in the United States of America, 
thereby making it very difficult, if not im- 
possible for parents to supply their chil- 
dren with the books necessary to meet the 
requirements of the different school boards 
when moving from one locality to another; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-third an- 
nual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor does hereby endorse the above 
resolution and make every possible effort 
to bring about the adoption oi uniform text 
books in our public schools. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 291.— By Delegate Thomas 
L. Hughes: 

WHEREAS, It has been- fully demon- 
strated by experience that the Great Lakes 
Sailors' Snug Harbor Association has been 
working through their committee, Rev. 
Malcolm McNeil, who has waited on the 
different organizations, such as Illinois 
State Miners' Convention, and they unani- 
mously endorsed the project. Mr. McNeil 
also waited on the Illinois State Federa- 
tion of Labor, and they unanimously en- 
dorsed the Sailors' SnUg Harbor plan; also 
on the Chicago Federation of Labor, and 
after Mr. McNeil spoke to them they also 
unanimously endorsed the Sailors' Snug 
Harbor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates of 
the American Federation of Labor, endorse 
the Great Lakes Sailors' Snug Harbor 
project; be it further 

RESOLVED, That it is the request of 
this Convention that the National Congress 
take such steps to give financial assistance 
as this worthy cause may deserve. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 207.— By Delegates of In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Bookbinders: 

WHEREAS, The attention of President 
Roosevelt, Secretary of Commerce and La- 
bor Cortelyou, and Public Printer Palmer 
has been called to the employment in the 
bindery of the government printing office 
of one William A. Miller as assistant fore- 
man; and 

WHEREAS, Said William A. Miller has 
been proved by affidavits and court rec- 
ords in our possession to be a bigamist, 
perjurer, defaulter and one totally unfit to 
be in charge of working people; and 
- WHEREAS, The attention of the public 
officials above referred to has been called 
to seven violations of civil service rules 
and two violations of revised statutes (nil 
of which violations demand instant dis- 
missal from the service) by said William 
A. Milller: and 

WHEREAS, President Roosevelt has de- 
clared the charge of personal unfitness of 
William A. Miller to be one of "routine 
matter of administrative detail;" and 
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WHEREAS, We regard the continued re- 
tention of William A. Miller in the gov- 
ernment employ to be a menace to pro- 
duction of creditable work because of dis- 
satisfaction with, bis methods as foreman; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, 
hereby petitions President Roosevelt to ex- 
amine into the affidavits and testimony 
submitted by Local Union No. 4, Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Bookbinders to Pub- 
lic Printer Palmer, and upon verification 
to immediately remove him, William A. 
Miller, from the government service. 

The following was referred to your com- 
mittee from the Executive Council's report: 

The so-called "open shop" makes agree- 
ment with employers impractical if not im- 
posssible, for the union can not be respon- 
sible for the non-unionists, whose conduct 
often renders the terms of the agreement 
Ineffective and nugatory. The agreement, 
or Joint bargain, of organizd labor with em- 
ployers depends for its success not only 
upon the good will of the union and 
the employer toward each other, but that 
neither shall be subject to the irresponsi- 
bility or lack of intelligence of the non- 
unionist, or his failure to act in concert 
with, and bear the equal responsibility of, 
the unionists. 

The right of the non-unionist to work 
when, where, and fot what he pleases car- 
r'es with it the logical right of the unionist 
to work or refuse to work when, where and 
for what he pleases, and with whom he 
pleases. 

To a non-unionist, despite that which his 
advocates say for him, can not be attrib- 
uted the virtue of helping his fellow-work- 
men or contributing toward the establish- 
ment of more rightful relations between 
workingmen and their employers. No force 
but that of persuasion and moral and in- 
telligent influences should be exercised to 
convert the nen-unionlst to membership In 
our organizations, but it is hurtful from 
every view-point, and to every enlightened 
interest to advocate the "open shop." As the 
immortal Lincoln said, "This country can 
not long remain half free and half slave," 
so say we, that any establishment can not 
long remain or be successfully operated 
part union and part non-union. 

In connection with the meeting of the 
Executive Council, and by appointment, a 
conference was held with the President of 
the United States for the purpose of dis- 
cussing important labor legislation, and on 
behalf of the International Brotherhood of 
Bookbinders the Miller case was discussed. 
The Executive Council brought to the Presi- 
dent's attention the manner in which his 
decision had been quoted, and, In addition 
to the relationship of Mr. Miller to the 
bookbinder's union, as brought forth in the 
charges against him, the "open shop" idea 
was carefully considered. Replying to 
statements on the subject, President Roose- 
velt set forth that In his decision he had 
nothing in mind but a strict compliance 
with federal, including civil service, law, 
and that he recognized a difference between 
rmnloyment by the government circum- 
scribed by those laws and any other form 
of employment, and that his decision in the 



Miller case should not be understood to 
have any other effect or Influence than 
affecting direct employment by the govern- 
ment In accordance therewith. He fur- 
thermore made plain that in any form of 
employment excepting that so circum- 
scribed he believed the full employment of 
union men preferable either to non-union or 
"open shops." 

In view of the publicity given this sub- 
ject, the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor takes this oppor- 
tunity to say that the trade union move- 
ment stands for strictly union shop, experi- 
ence having proved that where the "open 
shop" system has been tried reduction in 
wages and profits have ensued, with gen- 
eral disaster to the industry practicing 
that system, and therefore declares that the 
best Interests of the labor movement call 
for the employment of union workers and 
discourages in every way, shape, and form 
the deteriorating effects which fqllow the 
recognition of the "open shop. ' 

Your committee gave this whole subject 
full consideration, and as a substitute for 
the resolution recommend the full endorse- 
ment of the position outlined in the report 
of the Executive Council on the open shop; 
and on the Miller case, that all testimony 
relative to his unfitness to hold office and 
to his unfairness and Immorality be trans- 
mitted to the president, "to be settled in 
routine of administrative detail," with the 
expressed desire of this Convention that If 
said charges in whole or in part are sus- 
tained Miller be dismissed from the public 
service. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Barrett stated that the report 
of the committee was satisfactory to the 
International Brotherhood of Bookbinders. 

Delegate Hoehn asked if his resolution 
had been considered. 

Delegate Duncan stated that they had 
considered all matters referred to them 
and had submitted a substitute. 

Delegate Hoehn wanted tae Convention 
to declare in favor of union shops. 

Delegate Kreft moved as an amendment 
that the American Federation of Labor 
place itself upon record as being In favor 
of the union shop everywhere, as well in 
federal, state and municipal employment 
as in private enterprises. 

Delegate Ramsay favored the adoption 
of the amendment submitted by Delegate 
Kreft. 

Delegate Duncan stated that the com- 
mittee accepted the amendment as part 
of their report, which would then read as 
follows: 
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Your committee gave this whole subject 
full consideration, and as a substitute for 
the resolution recommend the full Indorse- 
ment of the position outlined In the report 
of tfie Executive Council on the open shop, 
and that the American Federation of Labor 
place itself upon record as being in favor 
of the union shop everywhere, as well in 
federal, state and municipal employment 
as in private enterprises; and on the Miller 
case, that all testimony relative to his un- 
fitness to hold office and to his unfitness 
and immorality be transmitted to the 
president, M to be settled in routine of ad- 



ministrative detail," with the expressed 
desire of this Convention that if said 
charges in whole or in part are sustained 
that Miller be dismissed from the public 
service. 

The report of the committee as read was 
adopted. 

The Committee on Building Trades stat- 
ed that they were ready to report. 

The Convention then adjourned until 2 
P. M. 



TENTH DAY— Afternoon Session- 



The Convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at 2 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L)» Martindale, 
Fish, Loebenburg, Reidy, Burns, Towey, 
Buckley, Hoke, Roach (John), Call, 
Schmidt, Sherman (C. O.), Scaife, Weber, 
Fitzgibben, Winn (Peter), Dix, McKnight, 
Quick, Tanquary, Ramsay, Winslow (C. 
H.), Frazier, Cornish, Lincoln, Powell 
(Geo.), Curley (J. F.), Jones (Jerome), Fer- 
guson, Murphy (P. J.), Bridwell, Thomas, 
Fossberg, Collins (T. J.), Graney, Woods, 
Sinclair, Mahoney (D. D.), Curtis, Keene, 
Sarman, Duffy (O. H.), Henry (Frank), 
Allimon, Allabough, Jones (W. D.). Ainey, 
Clancy, Davis, Largay, Lawler, Hulse, Hol- 
loway, Dodd, Clarke (E. R.), Cowell, Leh- 
ner, Kuhn, Tyson, Hitchcock (Henry), 
Harskowitch, Moore (J. J.), Henderson (W. 
F.), Wynn (I. G.), Gosline, Paterson, Bur- 
ton, X«yhch (C. P.), Dlneen, Hodges, Can- 
non, Reed (W. A.), Turnt, Gilpin, Butler, 
Faulkerson, Cooper (J. A.), Schmatterlee, 
Studd, Marsh, Page, Tussiny, Madden, 
Kldd (W. C), Graham, Morlin, Anderson, 
Field, Doran, Walshe (Richard), McArdle, 
Tobin (P. F.), Brady, Hannahan, Murrell, 
Feehan, Creamer (Francis), Fieldstack, Don- 
nelly (J. B.), Miles, McLeod, Mills, Roder- 
ick, Kelley (James), Dillon, Bowler, Ludwig, 
Hillard, Damozonio, Timilty (J. F.), Cooper 
(Wm.), Hill (L. A.), Deigle, Gately, Rosen- 
field, Freeman, Maloney (R. S.), Smith 
(Wm.), Bolger, Scott (Timothy), Francis, 
Hutchinson, Klein, Clark (Wm. H.), Tar- 
rents, Herr, Murphy (L. E.), Sadler. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Delegate Hlrsch moved that the hour of 
10 o'clock Saturday morning be set for 
the election of officers. 

The motion was adopted. 

Delegate Drake moved that Resolution 
No. 46 be taken up and acted upon. 

Delegate Hasklns, for the Committee on 
Laws, recommended the following as a 
substitute for Resolutions 38, 46, 93 
and 199: 

RESOLVED, That the secretary of the 



American Federation of Labor be instruct- 
ed to communicate with the secretaries of 
all national and international unions af- 
filiated with the American Federation of 
Labor, advising such secretaries to comply 
with Section 2 of Article 12 of the con- 
stitution of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Lavin Opposed the report of the 
committee. 

Delegate Drake favored the adoption of 
a resolution that would compel local unions 
of affiliated internationals to join central 
bodies. 

Delegate Mitchell said that while organ- 
ized labor at Wllkesbarre contributed a 
great deal to the miners, they have done 
no more than the miners are doing for 
organized labor through their demands for 
union label goods. 

Delegate Bahlhorn favored the commit- 
tee's report. He said that until such time 
as central bodies had machinery in force 
to protect building trades interests they 
should not try to compel local unions to 
join central bodies. 

Delegate Macarthur favored the resolu- 
tion and opposed the report of the com- 
mittee. 

Delegate - Barter moved that the entire 
matter be laid upon the table. 

The motion was lost. 

Delegate Kidd announced that he had re- 
ceived a telegram with the Information 
that the Minneapolis, Minn., Central Labor 
Union had voted to affiliate with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Delegates Murphy, Dold and and Swartz 
favored the committee's report. 

Delegate Debarrey said he was heartily 
in favor of the resolution and opposed to 
the report of the committee. 
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Delegate .Fosdlck stated that be was In 
favop-*of the resolution. 

The previous question was then called 
for. 

Agreed to. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 
I Delegate J. B. Dale requested to be 
recorded as voting against the committee's 
report on Resolution No. 46. 

Delegate Nellie D. Parker secured unani- 
mous consent to introduce the following 
resolution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Organization: 

Resolution No. 293.— By Delegate Nellie 
D. Packer, Galesbury Trades and Labor 
Assembly: 

WHEREAS, A number of international 
and local unions have had unusual success 
in recent years in the organization of 
women wage earners; and 

WHEREAS, Cases frequently arise In 
which an experienced woman organizer is 
needed to assist in the work; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to include at least one 
Woman among the organizers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor for the ensuing 
year. 

Delegate Mitchell said he took occasion 
yesterday to deny a statement made by 
Delegate Kreft that the Socialists had 
taken up a subscription for the miners. 
He said he had learned since he had made 
such statement that the Socialist organiza- 
tion did take up subscriptions for the mem- 
bers of the United Mine Workers' organiza- 
tion, and he desired to make such correc- 
tion. 

Delegate Kneeland, for the Committee on 
Building Trades, submitted the following 
report : 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON BUILD- 
ING TRADES. 
To the American Federation of Labor in 

convention assembled: 

You Committee on Building Trades beg 
leave to submit the following report: 

But one resolution having come before 
the committee, No. 272, the committee de- 
sires to substitute the following instead of 
the said resolution No. 272. We find that 
In accordance with Instructions issued by 
President Gompers In 1901 to Central 
bodies to form Building Trades Sections or 
Councils of the building trades represented 
in such Central bodies that "they have 
been formed and at the present time have 
full jurisdiction locally over all matters 
? pertaining to building trades unions and 
endeavor to adjust and do adjust trade 
matters to the satisfaction of themselves 
and said Central bodies." We find said 
sections or councils protect the various 
crafts by refusing to work with non-union 
men and have been successful in obtaining 
satisfactory contracts with employers, re- 
ducing hours of labor, getting better condi- 
tions and fair play for both. 



1. Your committee would therefore recom- 
mend that this building trade council or 
section be carried further and be made a 
feature of the American Federation of 
Labor nationally as well as locally and 
that the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor be Increased by two s i 
additional members to whom shall be re- 
ferred all matters In dispute that cannot 
be settled locally, and who shall investi- 
gate the merit of the controversy and re- 
port fully to the entire Executive Council, 
and a majority vote of the council shall be 
recognized and accepted as a decision on 
all matters In controversy pertaining to 
building trades subject to an appeal to the 
American Federation of Labor Convention 
when it assembles, If demanded. 

2. We would further respectfully recom- 
mend that at each Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor a committee 
of building trades, consisting of one repre- 
sentative from each building trade organ- 
ization affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of ^abor be appointed by the Presi- 
dent to whom all appeals from the decision 
of the Executive Council shall be referred 
for investigation and report their findings 
to the convention. Ana all matters per- 
taining directly to the Building Trades 
shall also be referred to said committee. 

8. Your committee further recommends 
that all corporations or companies that may 
now or hereafter engage in the building or 
construction Industry, shall be required to 
observe local established conditions of the 
building trades, irrespective as to agree- 
ments made with other affiliated organiza- 
tions In other branches ^Tf industry. 

4. Your committee is of opinion that this 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor should go on record in calling atten- 
tion of Congress to the fact that the federal 
government by its non-compliance with 
Building, scaffolding and sanitary ordi- 
nances of the different cities throughout 
the country, has set up a serious menace 
to the lives of workingmen employed In 
the erection of buildings and to the health, 
and well being of the community in general. 
The government buildings of the United 
States are erected on what is claimed to 
be a reservation, removed from exercise of 
local authority by municipal ordinance. 
We believe the government should be as 
amenable as an individual and while our 
central bodies have from time to time 
called attention to the non-conformity of 
the United States with the local or muni- 
cipal ordinances as applied to the erection 
of buildings and the installation of modern 
appliances they have met with absolutely 
ao redress and your committee feel it in- 
cumbent upon them to ask this convention 
to support the building tradesmen in Insist- 
ing on an observance of all building and 
sanitary state and municipal measures by 
the United States government. 

Your committee further desires to draw- 
your attention to the necessity of enacting 
measures by Congress looking to the preser- 
vation of life and limb of men employed in 
the erection and repair of bridges and via- 
ducts, and to this end your committee so- 
licits the approval of this convention. 

Your committee Is of the opinion that 
If the suggestions contained In this report 
be carried out that it will be the means 
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of bringing the building trades closer to- 
gether, adjusting grievances, preserving 
harmony and strengthening and consolidat- 
ing the entire labor movement of the 
country under the banner of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. J. SPENCER, Chairman, 

FRED KNEELAIfD, 

J. F. GRIMES, 

FRANK BUCHANAN, 

THOS. J. LYONS, 

O. A. TVEITMOB. 

HERMAN LILIEN, 

Committee. 

Delegate Spencer moved concurrence in 
the committee's report. 

Delegate Agard moved that the report 
of the committee be considered seriatum. 

Delegate Agard's motion was adopted. 

But one resolution having come before 
the committee, No. 272, the committee de- 
sires to substitute the following instead of 
the said Resolution No. 272. We find that 
in accordance with instructions issued by 
- President Gompers in 1901 to central bodies 
to form Building Trades Sections or Coun- 
cils of the building trades represented in 
such central bodies that "they have been 
formed and at the present time have full 
Jurisdiction locally over all matters pertain- 
ing to building trades unions, and endeavor 
to adjust and do adjust trade matters to 
the satisfaction of themselves and said 
central bodies." We find said sections or 
councils protect the various crafts by re- 
fusing to work wih non-union men and 
have been successful in obtaining satisfac- 
tory contracts with employers, reducing 
hours of labor, getting better conditions 
and fair play for both. 

Your committee would therefore recom- 
mend that this building trade council or 
section be carried further and be made a 
feature of the American Federation of 
Labor, nat'onally as well as locally, and 
that the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor be Increased by two 
additional members, to whom shall be re- 
ferred all matters in dispute that cannot be 
settled locally, and who shall investigate 
the merit of the controversy and report 
fully to the entire Executive Council, and a 
majority vote of the council shall be recog- 
nized and accepted as a decision on all 
matters in controversy pertaining to build- 
ing trades subject to an appeal to the 
American Federation of Labor Convention 
when It assembles, if demanded. 

Delegates Lennon, Kneeland, Dold, Wil- 
son, Macarthur, Agard, Bahlhorn, Downey 
and Qualey discussed the proposition. 

Delegate Duncan moved to defer action 
until the Committee on Executive Councils 
Report makes its report on the Building 
Trades. 

Delegates Barnes and Buchanan opposed 
the motion to defer. 

Delegate Furuseth favored motion to de- 
fer. 

Delegate Duncan's motion to defer action 
was adopted. 



A motion was made that when we ad- 
journ we adjourn to meet at 7:30 this 
evening. 

The motion was lost. 

Delegate Macarthur, for the Committee 
on Executive Council's report, submitted 
the following, which was, ordered taken up 
seriatum: 

To the Twenty-third Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor — Fel- 
low Delegates: 

Your Committee on Executive Council's 
Report respectfully reports as follows: 

We approve tHe intention of the Execu- 
tive Council to hold a session in one of 
the Western cities, and recommend that a 
special effort be made during the coming 
year to hold a session in Denver or other ^ 
city West thereof. * 

Concurred in. 

ORGANIZATION. 

We concur in the report concerning the 
work of organization and the measures 
taken to solidify the respective bodies. We 
agree with the inference drawn from the 
demonstrations on Labor Day and congrat- 
ulate the organized workers upon the show- 
ing of substantial progress thereby made. 

Concurred in. 

UNAFFILIATED UNIONS. 

We commend the efforts of the Execu- 
tive Council to secure the adherence of un- 
affiliated unions, and advise a continuance 
of their efforts under the policy heretofore 
pursued. 

Concurred in. 

ELEVATOR CONSTRUCTORS. 

The action of the Executive Council In 
the matter of issuing a charter to the 
Elevator Constructors and denying a char- 
ter to the United Brotherhood of Railway 
Employees is approved. We also indorse 
the action taken in the settlement of dis- 
putes between employers and unions. 

Concurred in. 

LQCAL STRIKES. 
We recommend especial attention to that 

§art of the report treating of "Local 
trikes." The suggestions therein made 
meet with our approval and should receive 
the widest possible circulation and the 
most careful thought of the organizations 
concerned. In order that these objects mr, 
be attained we recommend that the atten- 
tion of local and Federal labor unions be 
called to the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion dealing with the payment of strike 
noneflts to such unions, and we further 
recommend that an instruction be issued 
to all organizers directing them to use 
their personal efforts to secure compliance 
with the Constitution of all local and Fed- 
eral Labor unions. 

We approve the action of the Executive 
Council in waiving the requirements of the 
Constitution in view of special emergen- 
cies, but we would suggest the obvious 
necessity of exercising such discrimination 
with the greatest care and only in cases 
wherein it is proved that non-complrance 
with the provisions of the Constitution 
has been due to physical difficulties or to 
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causes beyond the control of the organiza- 
tion involved. 
Concurred in. 

SHEET METAL WORKERS. 

We approve the action of the Executive 
Council in securing the complete amalga- 
mation of sheet metal workers under the 
Amalgamated Metal Workers' International 
Alliance. 

Concurred in. 

TEAM DRIVERS AND TEAMSTERS. 

We approve the action of the Executive 
Council in securing the amalgamation of 
the Team Drivers' International Union and 
Teamsters' National Union. • 

Concurred in. 

IRON MOLDERS AND COREMAKERS. 

In the matter of the amalagamation en- 
tered into between the Iron M older a,' Union 
of Nofth America and the Coremakers' In- 
ternational Union, we congratulate the 
parties concerned and would call the at- 
tention of other organizations similarly re- 
lated in their respective industries to the 
(>lan adopted in this instance for the so- 
utlon of questions causing misunderstand- 
ing between them. 
Concurred in. 

BUILDING TRADES UNIONS. 

We commend the action of the Execu- 
tive Council in assisting the Building 
Trades Unions. We approve the objec- 
tions raised against the policy of estab- 
lishing a building trades authority in the 
counsels of the American Federation of 
Labor as an unwarrantable and dangerous 
discrimination. We believe that the Inter- 
ests of the building trades can best be 
served by regarding these trades as part 
and parcel of the whole movement, not as 
a separate and distinct entity, having 
separate, distinct and peculiar interests. 
The committee feels that it cannot too 
strongly deprecate the idea which, whether 
consciously or intuitively, underlies the sug- 
gestion of a separate authority to deal 
with building trades questions as such. 
The tendency and Inevitable result of 
adopting the idea suggested would be the 
disintegration of the labor movement with 
craft factions. We are convinced that the 
interests of the buildings trades unions are 
practically one and the same with the in- 
terests of all other trades, and that they 
should be dealt with accordingly. 

Delegate Spencer moved that the report 
of the committee be concurred in. 

Delegate Dold wanted to kngw if the 
committee's E€pQrt was not a substitute 



for the report of the Committee on Build- 
ing Trades. 

Delegate Buchanan wanted to know if 
the report of the Committee on Building 
Trades was not before the Convention. 

The chair held that it was within the 
province of any delegate to substitute the 
Building Trades report for the Executive 
Council's report. 

Delegate Spencer moved that the report 
of the Committee on Building Trades be 
substituted for the Executive Council's re- 
# port. 

Delegate Lennon asked if it was the 
Intention to have two conventions. 

Delegate Spencer stated that such was 
not the case. 

Delegate Duncan moved that thct part 
of the report which dealt with the exten- 
sion of the Executive Council be referred 
to the Committee on Laws and that they 
report on the convening of the Convention 
tomorrow morning. 

Delegates Barnes, Drlscoll and Lyons 
spoke on the motion. 

Delegate Duncan's motion was adopted. 

Delegate Barnes moved that the Com- 
mittee on Grievances be notified to report 
at 11 o'clock tomorrow. 

The chair ruled that It would reauire 
unanimous consent to adopt the motion. 

Objection was made. < 

We would further respectfully recom- 
mend that at each convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor a committee of 
building trades, consisting of one repre- 
sentative from each building trade organ- 
ization a fill! a ted with the American Feder- 
ation of Labor be appointed by the 
President, to whom all appeals from the 
decision of the Executive Council shall be 
referred for investigation and report their 
findings to the Convention. And all mat- 
ters pertaining directly to the Building 
Trades shall also be referred to said com- 
mittee. 

Moved that It be concurred in. 

The proposition was debated by Delegates 
Furuseth, Downey, Swartz, Lennon and 
Kelly. 

On motion it was referred to the commit- 
tee on Laws. 

Convention then adjourned^ 
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The Convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at 9 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. hX Barret (R. D.), 
Martindale, Henry (J. S.), Gengenback, 
Reidy, Burns, Altman, Towey, Cotter, Lill- 
en, Callahan, Vollmer, Roach (John), 
Creamer (J. J.), Warner, Ireland, Call, 
Schmidt, Scaife, Weber, Fitzgibben, Winn 
(Peter), Scott (J. A.), Dix, McKnight, Wins- 



(H. A.), Thomas, Scully (D. J.), Fossberg, 
Collins (T. J.), Reid (J. J.), Graney, Woods, 
Sinclair, Manoney (D. D.), Curtis, Keene, 
Sarman, Duffy (O. H.), Finn, Henry 
(Frank), Allimon, Allabough, Jones (W. D.), 
Largay, Henchey, Lawler, Hulse, Thomp-' 
son, Berry, Holloway, Dodd, Clarke (B. R.), 
Cowell, Connor, Lehner, Kuhn, Tyson, 
Hitchcock (Henry), Harsko witch, 'Moore (J. 
J.), Brayer, Barnett, Henderson (W. F.>, 
Gosline, Paterson, Burton, Lynch (C. P.), 
Dinneen, Hodges. Reed (W. A.), Cannon, 
Gilpin, Butler, Falkerson, Cooper (J. A.), 
Schmatterlee, Studd, Marsh, Page, Tussiny, 
Gascoyne, Madden, Kidd (W. C.), Graham, 
Morlin, Anderson, Field, Doran, Walshe 
(Richard), McArdle, Tobin (P. F.), Brady, 
Hannahan, Murrell, Feehan, Creamer 

i Francis), Fieldstack, Donnelly (J. B.), Mc- 
leod, Miles, King, Turner, Hapgood, Mills, 
Roderick, Kelley (James), Dillon, Bowler, 
Ludwig, Keenan, Sodekson, Hillard, Nim- 
Ludwig, Keenan, Sodekson, Hillard, Niem- 
shesky, Lederer. 

By motion reading of the minutes was 
dispensed with. 

Delegate Duncan stated to the Conven- 
tion that President Roosevelt had pardoned 
Bphraim Clark. 

On motion a vote of thanks was tendered 
by the Convention to President Roosevelt 
for his clemency. 

Delegate Keefe moved that the matter of 
jurisdiction be made a special order for 2 
o'clock. 

Delegate Hasklns, for Committee on 
Laws, made the following report: 

Amendment to Section 1 of Article 5. 
Strike out the word "Six" in the second 
line and insert the word "Eight." 

Delegate Duffy said he wanted reasons 
for an increase of the Executive Council 
before he would favor it. 

Delegate Bohnen said he was opposed 
to the increase of the Council. 

Delegate Lennon gave reasons for in- 
crease and favored the report of the com- 
mittee. 



Delegates Richmond, McGovern and Bahl- 
horn favored the report of the committee. 

Delegate Macarthur was opposed to an 
increase of the Executive Council. 

Delegate Tveitmoe favored the increase. 

Delegates Keyes, Faller and Sangster op- 
posed the committee's report. 

Delegate Phillips believed the Executive 
Council should not be increased. 

Delegate Dold opposed the committee's 
report. 

D*elegate Devine said' he was in favor of 
the report of the committee. 

Delegate Spencer favored the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Shaffer moved the previous 
question. 

Agreed to. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

A roll call* was demanded, but an insuffi- 
cient number responded. 

President Gompers was presented with a 
beautiful basket of flowers from some of 
the ladies of the Cigar Factory Tobacco 
Strippers' Union. 

Amend Section 3 of Article 3 so that it 
will read as follows: The following com- 
mittees, consisting of fifteen members each, 
shall be appointed by the president: First, 
Rules and Order of Business; second, Re- 
port of the President; third, Report of the 
Secretary; fourth, the Report of the Treas- 
urer; fifth, Resolutions; sixth, Laws; 
seventh, Organization; eighth, Labels; 
ninth, Grievances; tenth. Local or Feder- 
ated Bodies; eleventh, Education; twelfth, 
State Organization; thirteenth, Boycotts, 
fourteenth, Building Trades (to which shall 
be referred all grievances that involve only 
building trades, and all other matters per- 
taining exclusively to the building trades.) 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred In. 

Delegate Barnes moved as an amendment 
that fifteen be stricken out and eleven in- 
serted on all committees except the Com- 
mittee on Building Trades. 

Agreed to. 

The report of the committee as amended 
was adopted,. 
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Resolution No* 288.---By Delegate Wm. G. 
Schardt: 

WHEREAS, There Is a concerted move 
on the part of the employers to destroy 
the effectiveness of labor organizations by 
coercing the individual organizations to en- 
ter into agreements which will not permit 
them to aid any other organization by a 
sympathetic strike when such strike is 
necessary; and 

WHEREAS, If this move on the part of 
the employing element is allowed to go on 
unchecked, it will ultimately result in the 
hampering if not final destruction of these 
organizations; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the 
delegates of the American Federation of 
Labor in Convention assembled that our 
constitution be amended to the effect that 
no organization affiliated shall in the fu- 
ture sign any agreement which shall pre- 
vent the sympathetic sstrike. 

Your Committee on Laws beg leave to re- 
port that the Questions raised in this reso- 
lution have been covered, and the policy 
of the Federation defined in the report of 
the Committee on President's Report, and 
your committee therefore report that we 
consider further legislation unnecessary. 
JOHN B. LENNON, Chairman. 
W. H. HASKINS, Secretary. 
JAMES LYNCH, 
JOHN MULHOLLAND, 
MAX MORRIS, 
D. A. HAYES, 
D. L. DILLWORTH, 

Committee on Laws. 
The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Delegate Haskins moved that the Consti- 
tution as amended be adopted as a whole. 
The motion was adopted. 
Delegate Kneeland for the Committee on 
Building Trades resumed his report as 
follows : •» 

Your committee further recommends that 
all corporations or companies that may now 
or hereafter engage in the building or con- 
struction industry, shall be required to ob- 
serve local established conditions of the 
building trades, irrespective as to agree- 
ments made with other affiliated organiza- 
tions in other branches of industry. 

Delegate Bohnen wanted an explanation 
covering the report of the committee. 

Delegate Qualey requested that the re- 
port be again read. 

Delegate Keefe said the Longshoremen 
did not have an agreement to do building 
with any firm for $2 a day. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Your committee is of opinion that this 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor should go on record in calling atten- 
tion of Congress to the fact that the fed- 
eral government by its non-compliance 



with building, scaffolding and sanitary ordi- 
nances of the different cities throughout 
the country, has set up a serious menace 
to the lives of workingmen employed in „ 
the erection of buildings and to the health 
and well being of the community in gen- 
eral. 

The government buildings of the United 
States are erected on what is claimed to 
be a reservation, removed from exercise of 
local authority by municipal ordinance. 
W© believe the government should be as 
amenable as an individual and while our 
central bodies have from time to time 
called attention to the non-conformity of 
the United States with the local or muni- 
cipal ordinances as applied to the erection 
of buildings and the installation of modern 
appliances they have met with absolutely 
no redress and your committee feel it in- 
cumbent upon them to ask this convention 
to support the building tradesmen in in- 
sisting on an observance of all building 
and sanitary state and municipal meas- 
ures by the United States government. 

Your committee further desires to draw 
your attention to the necessity of enacting 
measures by Congress poking to the preser- 
vation of life and limb of men employed In 
the erection and repair of bridges and via- 
ducts, and to this end your committee so- 
licits the approval of this convention. 

Your committee is of the opinion that 
if the suggestions contained in this report 
be carried out that it will be the means 
of bringing the building trades closer to- 

g ether, adjusting grievances, preserving 
armony and strengthening and consolidat- 
ing the entire labor movement of the coun- 
try under the banner of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

* WM. J. SPENCER, Chairman, 
FRED KNEELAiND, 
J. F. GRIMES, 
FRANK BUCHANAN, 
THOS. J. LYONS, 
O. A. TVEITMOE, 
HERMAN LILIEN. 
Committee on Building Trades. 

Delegate Lennon wanted to know if, In 
case a committee was called before a con- 
gressional committee, they had the evi- 
dence to prove the allegations made in the 
committee's report. 

Delegate Spencer stated that they had. 

Delegate Duncan stated that it would 
be as difficult to accomplish what the com- 
mittee's report called for as it would be 
to amend the Constitution of the Federal 
Government. * 

Delegate McGovern said he believed It 
was an impossibility to accomplish what 
was desired by the committee's report. 

Delegate Kelly requested that he be re- 
corded as voting against the committee's 
report. 

Delegate O'Connell interrupted the con- 
sideration of the Building Trades report at 
this time to report that Delegate Lee M. 
Hart had a report to make. 
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Delegate Hart, in a very agreeable 
speech, presented to Fraternal Delegates 
Mullln and O'Grady of Great Britain union- 
made gold watches suitably inscribed, and 
to Fraternal Delegate Simpson of the Do- 
minion of Canada a diamond ring. 

The fraternal delegates made fitting re- 
sponses and thanked the delegates for their 
expressions of good will. 

Delegate Spencer moved that the report 
of the committee as amended be adopted. 

The motion was carried. 

Delegate Hirsch reported that he was 
unable to get the members of the special 
committee to meet with the printing firms. 

Delegate Lennon moved that Delegate 
Hirsch be empowered to add such other 
delegates as he may deem necessary to 
meet with the firms. 

The motion was adopted. 

Delegate Macarthur, for the Committee 
on Executive Council's Report, resumed 
as follows: 

We would express our profound appre- 
ciation of the uangers arising from jurisdic- 
tion disputes, as pointed out by the Ex- 
ecutive Council and by other officials of the 
American Federation of Labor. After a 
most careful, disinterested and conscien- 
tious study of the various questions in con- 
troversy between certain affiliated organiza- 
tions, we have been forced to the conclu- 
sion that the dangers now threatening the 
solidarity and efficiency of the labor move- 
ment arise from two general causes, name- 
ly, a lack of proper respect for the de- 
cisions of the Convention and a desire for 
the enlargement of jurisdiction for the sake 
of the power thus secured and with more 
or less disregard for the rights of the 
members over whom jurisdiction is extend- 
ed or sought to be extended. 

We submit that these causes are without 
justification, either in principle or expedi- 
ency. We do not suggest that the Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
is infallible, but we do hold that the Con- 
vention is entitled to credit for an honest 
and intelligent regard for the best interests, 
of the entire membership, and, consequent- 
ly, that its decisions are entitled to the re- 
spect even of those who may deem such 
decisions opposed to their own personal and 
immediate interests. If the American Fed- 
eration of Labor is to continue rendering 
service to the workers of the country at 
large there must be a general return to the 
principle of individual and local conform- 
ity with the requirements of the labor 
movement as a whole, and in other words, 
with the will of the majority. 

Upon the question of jurisdlcton, we re- 
spectfully and candidly submit our belief 
In the immediate necessity of making pause 
in the course now being pursued in certain 
instances — a course which, originating some 
few years ago, has gathered momentum 
with the passing of time, and which, unless 
promptly and strongly checked, is certain 
to involve us in disaster. 

It is quite apparent that the heat en- 
gendered by the jurisdiction disputes has 



largely incapacitated the parties directly 
concerned from dispassionate judgment 
upon the equities involved in the respective 
cases. In this view the most urgent need 
of the moment is opportunity and dispo- 
sition for reflection. 

The experience of this committee 
throughout the hearings afforded the rep- 
resentatives of the contesting organizations 
is indicative of a frame of mind on the part 
of the latter which is completely absorbed 
with the merits of their respective conten- 
tions, to the entire exclusion of the con- 
siderations presented by the opposing par- 
ties in each case. We are convinced that 
there is merit upon both sides in the 

freater number of these disputes. This 
act, which, if mutually recognized, would 
make adjudication a comparatively easy 
matter, has, because of the absence of mu- 
tual regard for the merits of the case, ag- 
gravated the difficulties of the situation and 
lessened the hopes of mutual satisfaction 
with, and mutual conformity to, any de- 
cision which may be rendered. 

In a word, many of the jurisdiction dis- 
putes have degenerated into mere quarrels, 
presenting a spectacle unworthy the dignity 
of the laoor movement and the character 
of reasoning men. In these circumstances 
the obvious suggestion is that all parties 
involved shall cease their contentions, at 
least for a period sufficient to enable them 
to regain their reason. 

At this point we would cite the lan- 
guage of tne Executive Council's report 
concerning the facts of the existing situa- 
tion, as follows: — 

"Many of the unions appear to be more 
engrossed In the problem of securing new 
adherents from unions already existing, or 
to extend the work of their members at the 
expense of other organizations than they 
are in resisting the aggressions of em- 
ployers, or securing higher wages, shorter 
hours, and better conditions of work." 

The investigations of the committee 
amply attest the correctness of the fore- 
going statement. Quoting further from the 
report, we submit the following, as sug- 
gesting the spirit in which alone the exist- 
ing difficulties may be met and removed: — 

"It must be realized, however, by all, 
that the questions of jurisdiction cannot be 
definitely or authoritatively settled by the 
American Federation of Labor alone, but 
that the success of the unions in solving 
these difficult problems must depend upon 
their own reasonableness and upon their 
willingness to make mutual concessions and 
sacrifices for the good of the whole labor 
movement." 

The fact is that the various grievances 
of certain affiliated organizations will, un- 
less the spirit invoked in the language just 
cited intervenes for their removal, become 
a grievance of the whole labor movement 
against the contending parties. Should the 
latter condition eventuate, the American 
Federation of Labor will be compelled In 
self-defense to take issue against those who 
by their irrational and refractory course ob- 
struct its work and jeopardize its existence. 

We dislike to address the Convention In 
the vein of exhortation; we would prefer 
the more agreeable and dignified attitude 
of congratulation upon the harmony and 
unity prevailing within our ranks. But 
the simple truth of the situation pre- 
cludes the latter course and makes the 
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former imperative. In circumstances like 
the present, absolute candor is the highest, 
and, indeed, the only virtue. 

We reiterate our own and the Executive 
. Council's expressions of the gravity of these 
1 circumstances. We appeal to all parties 
directly concerned in the disputes in ques- 
tion to sink, where they cannot adjust, local 
and trade differences. We* invoke the calm 
and discriminating judgment of the dele- 
gates and their constituents as our ulti- 
mate resort and final safeguard in this 
emergency. We urge that every loyal and 
intelligent trade unionist shall turn from 
petty internecine strife to the end that 
we may conserve and concentrate our 
forces — the forces of a united labor move- 
ment for the purpose of common defence. 

Let it not be said that the spirit of trade 

unionism, which has so nobly triumphed 

over the hardships of adversity, is too weak 

or too selfish to withstand the temptations 

- of prosperity! 

By way of giving direction to the senti- 
ment herein expressed, we offer the follow- 
ing rules for the guidance of the organiza- 
tions involved In jurisdiction disputes: — 

1.— Except in the case of those disputes 
satisfactorily adjusted by this Convention, 
by mutual agreement or by other means, 
organizations # now in disagreement upon 

Questions of jurisdiction shall permit the 
isputed points to rest in abeyance for the 
period of one year. 

2. — During this period organizations shall 
be permitted to retain and exercise juris- 
diction so far as the same is now actually 
established, certificates of membership to 
be regarded as prima facie evidence of 
jurisdiction. 

3. — During this period men and women 
holding certificates of membership in two 
or more organizations, shall, should the 
question of Jurisdiction over such men and 
women be raised by either or any organi- 
zation, be required and permitted to in- 
dividually choose the organization to which 
they prefer to acknowledge allegiance. 
Having so chosen, such men and women 
shall be conceded to the jurisdiction of the 
organization or organizations to which 
they have respectively tendered their al- 
legiance. 

4.— During this period the respective or- 
ganizations shall continue the work of or- 
fanization among non-unionists and shall 
ave and exercise jurisdiction over those 
thus organized without let or hindrance 
from any source. 

Delegate Agard said the report in no 
way prevented the adjudicating of griev- 
ances now being considered by this con- 
vention. 

Delegate Duncan suggested that this par- 
ticular part of their report be withdraw! 
temporarily by the committee. 

Delegate Macarthur said the committee 
were willing to withdraw that part of their 
report and not present it again. 

Delegate McMahon moved that this part 
of the report of the committee be laid over 
until after a decision had been reached on 
the questions now pending. 



Delegate W. D. Wilson opposed deferring 
the report. 

Delegate Bohnen was opposed to the 
committee's report. He held that its adop- 
tion would intensify the feeling now exist- 
ing between organizations. 

Delegate Barter said he was in favor of 
the report of the committee. 

Delegate Ward said he would not object 
to deferring action providing it was de- 
ferred to a special hour. 

Delegate Kemper opposed the adoption 
of the committee's report. 

The motion to defer action was adopted. 

BREWERY WORKERS, ENGINEERS, 
FIREMEN. 
, We recommend that the Cincinnati 
agreement be affirmed, that all parties con- 
cerned be instructed to abide by the terms 
thereof and that failure in this respect 
shall work the revocation of the charter 
of 4he organization or organizations so 
failing. 

With reference to the statement in the 
report that "the officers of the United 
Brewery Workers' International Union 
called a special convention of that organ- 
ization witn the evident design of defeating 
the purpose of both the New Orleans Con- 
vention resolution as well as the agree- 
ment," we find that the evidence disproves 
that statement, and we therefore aosolve 
the officers of the organization named from 
the charge of bad faith therein contained. 
(Resolution No. 265, by E. J. O'Neil and G. 
Fosdick, of the Incorporated Assembly, of 
Denver, Colo., is covered by the foregoing. J 

Delegate Macarthur moved concurrence 
in the report of the committee. 

Delegate Kemper moved that Resolution 
No. 242 be substituted for the committee's 
report. 

The chair declared the, motion out of 
order. 

Delegate Barnes favored the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Agard explained the report. 

Delegate Ward spoke on the question. 

By unanimous consent the following res- 
olution was introduced: 

Resolution No. 292.— By Delegate Frank 
Duffy, of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America: 

WHEREAS, The firms kno»»n as the S. 
Howes Co., Huntley Mnf'g Co., and the In- 
vincible Grain Cleaning Co. of Silver Creek, 
N. Y., have stubbornly and persistently 
fought organized labor in that city for 
the past two years and have locked out 
their employes, because they were mem- 
bers of organized labor; and, 

WHEREAS, Said firms absolutely refused 
to recognize trade unionists, to arbitrate 
their differences, or to give them a hear- 
ing; and 

WHEREAS, Said firms have used all 
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means at their command to stamp trade 
unionism out of existence altogether in 
Silver Creek; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, xnat this, the twenty-third 
annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, place said firms on the un- 
fair list until such time as they recognize 



trade unions and the right of the workers 
to organize. 

Referred to Boycott Committee. 
The convention then adjourned until 2 
P. M. 



ELEVENTH DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at 2 % o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Deason, Love- 
ly, Martindale, Carey (J. F.), Buchanan, 
Reidy, Chuck, Grossman, Callahan, Voll- 
mer, Powell (W. O.), Buckley, Hoke, Boyle, 
Lowe, Call, Schmidt, Scaife, Weber, Fitz- 



uunc, van, ouuuhul, o^anc, tt cue*., r na- 

gibben, Winn (Peter), Dix. McKnight, Ram- 
~ -'in, Kelley (Philip), Lin- 
age), Angel, Curley (J. 
F.), Neary, Ferguson, Murphy, Bridwell, 



say, Frazer, Cornish, Kelley (Philip), Lin- 
coln, Powell (George), Angel, Curley (J 



Markey (H. A.), Thomas, Fossberg, Hitch 
cock (W. H.), Graney, Woods, Sinclair, 
Donovan (Jeremiah), Mahoney (D. D.), Cur- 
tis, Keene, Sarman, Duffy (O..H.), Henry 
(Frank), Jones (W. D.), Davis, Largay, 
Hinchey, Lawler, Hulse, Holloway, Doddt, 
Clark (E. R.), Powell, Lehner, Kuhn, Tyson, 
Hitchcock (Henry), Harskowitch, Moore, (J. 
J.), Brayer, Barnett, Henderson (W. F.), Gos- 
line, Paterson, Swift, Burton, Lynch (C. 
P.), Dinneen, Hodges, Reed (W. A), Can- 
non, Turnt, Gilpin, Butler, Faulkerson, 
Cooper <J. A.), Schmatterlee, Studd, Marsh, 
Page, Tussiny, Gascoyne, Madden, Kidd 
(W. C), Graham (E. 3.) Morlin, Anderson, 
Field Doran, Walsh (Edw.), McArdle, To- 
bin (P. F.), Brady, Hanna/han, Murrell, 
Feehan, Creamer, Francis, Fieldstack, Don- 
nelly (J. B.), Miles, McLeod, King, Turner, 
Hapgood, Mills, Roderick, Kelley (James), 
Dillen, Bowler, Ludwig, Sodekson, Hillard, 
Timilty, Cooper (Wm.), Gately, Lederer, 
Bickler. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Delegate O'Brien moved that when wc 
adjourn we adjourn to meet again at 7.30 
this evening. 

Delegate Bohnen wanted to know when 
we would adjourn if we held an evening 
session. 

Delegate O'Neil opposed the motion to 
hold an evening session. 

Delegate Kemper said that the delegates 
came here to attend the convention and 
they should not allow anything to inter- 
fere with their attendance. 

Delegate O'Brien's motion that we meet 
at 7.80 this evening was adopted. 

Discussion of the controversy over juris- 
diction between the Brewery Workers and 



the Engineers and Firemen was then re- 
sumed. 

Delegate Kemper wanted to know if it 
was the intention of the committee to 
make the agreement made at Cincinnati 
permanent. 

Delegate Agard said that was the inten- 
tion of the committee's report. 

Delegate Kemper spoke at great length 
in opposition to the committee's report. 

Delegate Healey spoke at considerable 
length favoring the report of the commit- 
tee. 

Delegate Barnes moved that discussion 
of the committee's report be deferred and 
that we proceed to discuss Resolution No. 
242. 

Delegate Macarthur stated that the only 
resolution on the subject presented to the 
Committee on Executive Council's Report 
was Resolution No. 265. ' 

The chair ruled the motion made by Del- 
egate Barnes out of order. 

Delegate McMahon made a strong argu- 
ment in favor of the acceptance of the 
committee's report. 

Delegate Shamp spoke in favor of the 
committee's report. * 

Delegate Ward opposed the adoption of 
the committee's report. 

Delegate Holland spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee. 

Delegate O'Connell spoke upon the re- 
port covering the Cincinnati agreement. 

Delegate McKee favored the report of 
the committee. 

The previous nuestion was called for. 

Agreed to. 

By a vote of 161 in favor to 52 against 
the report of the committee was adopted. 

Demand was made for a roll call. 

Agreed to. 

The convention adjourned to meet at 
7.30 this evening. 
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ELEVENTH DAY— Evening Session. 



The convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at 7.30 p. m. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), McNeill, MaJ- 
loy, Lovely, Martindale, Hank, Butter- 
worth, Buchanan, Jackson. Gengenback, 
Reidy, Burns, Glass, White (Henry), 
Chuck, Towey, Cutter, Lilien, Callahan, 
Scott (M. P.), Vollmer, Powell (W. O.), 
Buckley, Hoke, Roach (John), Wilson (J. 
T.), Boyle, Lowe, Corlin, Schmidt, Kelley 
(W. J.), Scaife, Weber, ITitzglbben, Bahlhorn, 
Winn (Peter), Dole, Murray, Rooney, Van 
Fossen, Scott (J. A.), O'Hare, Dix, Mc- 
Knight, Ramsay, Winslow (C. J.), Cornish, 
Ross, Kelley (Philip), Lincoln, O'DonnelL 
Powell (George), Carr, Jlngel, Hunter, Cur- 
ley (J. F.), Beals, Mahoney (P.), Neary, 
Leonard, Healey (B. F.), Ferguson, Mur- 
phy (P. J.), BridwelL Cummings (W. P.), 
Hirsch, Thomas (G. E.), Daley. Kelley (J. 
W.), Hunt, Scully (D. J.), Fossberg, Collins 
(T. J.), Hitchcock (W. H.), Fosdlck. Gra- 
ney, Woods, Sinclair, Flanlgan, Trownsell, 
Donovan (J.), Mahoney (p. D.), Curtis, 
Keeue. Sarman, Duffy <0. H.), Maloney (R. 
S.), Stuart, Barret (John), Henry (Frank), 
Jones (W. D.), O'Keefe, Davis, Welch (Pat- 
rick), Porter, Largay, Hinchey, Lawler, 
Hulse, Ryall, Kane, Holloway, Dodd, Mc- 
Arthur, Clark (E. R.), Cowell, Henderson 
(W. D.), Dolan, Savage, Lehner, Kuhn, 
Tyson, Hitchcock (Henry), Harskowitch, 
Moore (J. J.), Brayer, Barnett, Henderson 
(W. F.). Winn (I. G.), Gosline, Pnterson, 
Burton, Lynch (C. P.), Dinneen, Hodges, 
Reed (W. A.), Cannon, Turnt, Gilpin, But- 
ler, Faulkerson, Cooper, Schmatterlee, 
Studd, Marsji, Page, Tussiny, McLaughlin 
(P.), Gascoyne, Madden, Kidd (W. C), 
Graham, Morlin, Anderson, Field, Doran, 
Walsh (Richard), McArdle, Tobin (P. F.), 
Bradv. Hannahan. Murrell, Feehan, Crea- 
mer (Francis), Fieldstack, Donnelly (J. B.), 
Miles, McLeod, King, Turner, Hapgood, 
Mills, Roderick, Kelley (James), Dillon, 
Wingerter, Bowler, Derrigan, Ludwig, Hil- 
%linrfl, Timilty (J. F.), Cooper (Win.), Deigle, 
TWemshesky, Gately, White (J. O.), Free- 
man, Smith (Wm.), Bolger, Scott (Timothy), 
Lederer, j^urnhy (L. E.), 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

The secretary read the following com- 
munications: 

San Francisco, Cal., Nov. 20, 1903. 
Hen. Sam. Gompers, Boston, Mass: 

To the honorable, the officers and mem- 
bers of the Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, greeting: The Build- 
ing Trades Council of San Francisco by 
unanimous vote respectfully urges and cor- 



dially and heartily requests that the next 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor be held in this city. 

p. h. Mccarty, 

President. 
A. E. Goell, Acting Secy* 

Boston, Mass., Nov. 19, 1903. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, Secretary of Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor: 
Dear Sir: At the regular meeting of 
Branch 34, N. A. L. C, held at the Ameri- 
can House Wednesday evening, November 
18, it was voted to extend the greetings 
of the Letter Carriers of Boston to the 
American Federation of Labor in conven- 
tion assembled in Faneuil Hall. 
Fraternally, 
J. D. HOLLAND, President 
Geo. M. Stiles, Secretary. 
i 

The roll was then called on the motion 

to concur in the report of the Committee 
on Executive Council's Report and re- 
sulted as. follows: 

Ayes — Mulholland, Devlin, Uttlng, No- 
schang, Deason, Murphy (P. F.), Slocum, 
Kerr, Cummins (P. H.), McMahon, McNeill, 
Flynn, Fox, Malloy, Looney, Barrett (R. 
D.), Dougherty, lobin (J. F.), Lovely, 
Buchanan, Winslow (C. W.), McGovem, 
Jennings, Duffy (Frank), Duffy (P. F.) v 
Grimes, Fyfe, Jackson, McPherson, Henry 
(J. S.), Gengenback, Tveitmoe, Gompers, 
Tracy, Wood, O'Brien (J. R.), Morris (Max), 
Robinson. Devine, Loebenburg, Cable, 
Hughes (A. C), Sherman (H. WT), Nelson, 
Estinghausen, Burns, Taylor, McMahon 
(P.), Glass, Monaghan, Healy (Timothy), 
Shamp, Kirley (John), Larkin, Cur ran. 
White (Henry), Kaufman, Altman, Chuck, 
Rickert, Grossman. Hayes (D. A.), Agard, 
Cunlifte, Morris (J. J.), Duncan, Lyons, 
O'Brien (W. J.), Hatters delegation, 56 
votes, Quinlivan, Lally, Callahan, Scott (M. 
P.), Hobby, Gunter, O'Connor (E. C), 
O'Connell (James), Creamer (J. J.), Warner, 
Ireland. Hammerstrom, Drinkwater, Don- 
nelly (M.), Call, Schmidt, Eichelberger, 
Metal Polishers' delegation, Sheet Metal 
Workers' delegation. Painters' delegation, 
Paper Makers' delegation, Wilson (James), 
Plumbers' delegation. Potters' delegation, 
Printing Pressmen's delegation, Richmond, 
Street Railway Employes' delegation, Ed- 
wards (T. J.). Seamen's delegation, Keyes, 
Ross, Kelly (Philip). Hart, Williams (G. 
W.), Schwab. Tailors' delegation. Team- 
sters' delegation, Textile Workers' delega- 
tion, Franke, McDonough. Morrison 
(Frank), Woodworkers' delegation, Hughes 
(T. L.V, Perkins (E. A.), Fildew, McLaugh- 
lin (C. J.), Poplowsky, Gurr, Casey ( Louisa 
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Markey (H. A.), Driscoll, Coleman, Morri- 
son (A. W.). Schartit, Elmer, Irvin, Seol- 
lin, Fuller, Jones (David), Keark, Kenney, 
Parker (Mrs. N. D.), Gurley, Smith (J. T.), 
Coker, Brandon, Barrett (John), Powell (P. 
J.), OLeary, Browning, Ainey, Wulf, 
Clancy, Feltus, Edwards (J. B.), Holland, 
Nightingale, Donovan (M.), McKee, Neal. 
Bowen, Berry, Harris, Burman, Myier, 
Cowell, Dewar, Debarrey, Connor. Dol!, 
Muldoon, O'Connell (M. J.), Sabel, Harney, 
Payne, Scully (Uosa), Cardiff, White (Win.), 
Pacelli, Borden, Swift, Lynch (C. P.), Col- 
lins (M. D.), Mallorv, Whiteman. Bankow, 
Bordeu, Caldwell, Borden, Bowler, Coyle, 
Borden, Sodekson, Russel, Downing (J. P.), 
Stanner, Bickler, representing 7,922 votes. 

Nays— Schaerer, Martindale, Carey (J. 
F.), Brewery Workers' delegation, Wheeler 
<F. C), Slayton, Bohnen, Barnes, Hatters' 
•delegation 29 votes, Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers' delegation, Iron and 
Steel Workers' delegation, Huber, Long- 
shoremen's delegation, Sherman (C. O.), 
Kness, Mine Workers' delegation, Wasley, 
Iron Molders' delegation, Musicians' dele- 
gation, Quick, Tanquary, Fischer (Henry). 
Lynch (James M.), Garrett, Hayes (M. S.), 
Nuernberger, Williams (D. U.), White (J. 
P.), McHugh, Leonard, Casey (J. J.), Sulli- 
van (G. B.), Currie, Hirsch, Spittal, Sim- 
mons, Campbell, Moore (Thomas), Ford, 
Laplant, McKeigue, Finn, Sheehan, Gott- 
Job, Ballard, Tully, Whitney, Kreft, 
Swartz, Hatch, Thompson, Arvidson, Brod- 
erlck, Zaring, Vincens, Dale, Lavin, Hoehn, 
Dervin, Bechtold, Buthe, Tlmilty, Zim- 
merman, Darcy, representing 5,169 votes. 

By a vote of 7,922 in favor to 5,169 
against the motion was adopted. 

Delegate Lewis, for the Committee on 
Grievances, submitted the following: 

We, your committee, report the follow- 
ing for your consideration: 

Resolution No. 7. — By Delegate John 
Keves of Shipwrights, Joiners and Calkers: 

WHEREAS, The Ceneral Labor Council 
of Ogdensburg, N. Y., has refused to seat 
delegates from Local No. 54 of the National 
Union of Shipwright Joiners and Calkers of 
America, notwithstanding the advice of 
Secretary Morrison of the American Federa- 
tion of America that the delegate be seated; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the American Federation of Labor de- 
mand that the delegates be seated or other- 
wise cancel the charter of the Central La- 
bor Council of Ogdensburg, N. Y. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the 
Executive Council. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 8. — By Delegate John 
Keyes of Shipwright Joiners and Calkers: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Board of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America have chartered locals of 
Shipwright Joiners known ."s Lo°ol No. 
1139 of Jeffersonville, Ind., and Local No. 
1172 of New London, Conn., respectively, 
knowing full well that there existed a 
^national union of shipwrights of their own 
trade; and 



WHEREAS, The issuing of said charter 
is not in conformity with the constitution 
of the American Federation of Labor; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the United Brotherhood's attention be 
d.rected to the above fact by the Executive 
Board of the American Federation of 
Labor and that the above named locals be 
directed to apply for and receive a charter 
from the National Union of Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Calkers of America. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the 
Executive Council for final action. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 164. — By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle, Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Our International Union, 
through its delegates to the twenty-second 
annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, held at New Orleans, en- 
tered a protest against the Iron Molders 
International Union of North America to 
the arbitrary methods towards brass mold- 
ers affiliated with our organization, and re- 
quested by the American Federation of 
Labor to use its good offices to prevent 
said organization of the Iron Molders' 
Union from continuing its practice of inter- 
fering with brass molders from joinng our 
international body; and 

WHEREAS, The Convention of cue 
American Federation of Labor referred said 
dispute back to both international unions 
for settlement; and 

WHEREAS, After a meeting of repre- 
sentatives of the two international unions 
no satisfactory agreement could be reached; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That we, the delegates of 
the Metal Polishers and Brass Workers' In- 
ternational Union, kindly request this Con- 
vention to again take this matter up for 
immediate adjustment. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that the Iron Moulders' Union be given 
jurisdiction over Brass Moulders. 

Delegate Dutle spoke against committee 
report. 

Delegate Vincens favored the report. 

Delegate Valentine favored the commit- 
tee's report. 

Delegate Downing opposed the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Lewis stated that the commit- 
tee was unanimous in all of their de- 
cisions. 

Delegate Frye favored the report of the 
committee. **' 

Delegate Bradley also favored the re- 
port of the committee. 

Delegate Dutle said the Brass Moulders 
never organized seceders. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 145.— By Delegate John 
R. Donnelly of Federal Union No. 9105: 

WHEREAS, The Brockton Labor Protec- 
tive Union, No. 9105, is a duly authorized 
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labor organization of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The practice of the Street 
Railway Union in taking into their organ- 
ization laborers who are employed by the 
railway company or other employers; and 

WHEREAS, We contend that all laborers 
whether employed by the railway company 
or other employers should apply for mem- 
bership in the Laborers' Union; 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that no other organization 
shall receive the applications of laborers 
whether employed by street railway com- 
panies or other employers. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that no action be taken on this resolution, 
as the subject matter is referred to the 
Executive Boards of two organizations by 
mutual consent for adjustment. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 11.— By Delegate Herman 
G. Vollmer, International Jewelry Workers 
of America: 

WHEREAS, The Watch Case Engravers 
are placing their label on non-union watch 
cases, and the same are sold as union 
product, we do hereby present this griev- 
ance to your committee for adjustment. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council for final action. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 12.— By Delegate John 
Keyes of National Shipwrights and Calk- 
ers: 

WHEREAS, At the 22d annual conven- 
tion held at New Orleans, November, 1902, 
the Committee on Resolutions, dealing with 
resolution 151 of the proceedings, recom- 
mended that the Shipwrights, Joiners and 
Caulkers of America and the United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners of Amer- 
ica arrange for the exchange of cards; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Board of the 
U. B. have since refused to comply with 
said recommendation, thereby acting in di- 
rect opposition to the principles and objects 
of the American Federation of Labor, and 
furthermore, that the Executive Board of 
the U. B. have sanctioned and upheld the 
action of Local 155 of the U. B., situated 
at Key West, Fla., when the members of 
said locals did in the spring of the present 
year go into the shipyard at Key West, 
Fla., and offer their services at 50 cents 
per day less wages than the shipwrights 
were then receiving, thereby undermining 
the shipwrights and reducing the rate of 
wages that the shipwrights were then re- 
ceiving, and reducing the rate of wages in 
the district; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates to the 
twenty-third annual convention assembled 
place upon record their disapproval of the 
unfraternal principles displayed by the 
Executive Board of the U. B. ; and further- 
more be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention de- 
nounce in unmistakable terms the vile 
methods pursued by Local 155 of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America. 



Committee on Grievances recommends 
that no action be taken as the Executive 
Boards of the organizations interested 
have agreed to take the matter up and 
have it adjusted. 

Report of the committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 24.— By Delegate Aug. 
Buthe of Granitoid and Cement Concrete 
Workers' Union No. 8172: 

WHEREAS, We, the Granitoid and Ce- 
ment Concrete Workers' Union No. S172 of 
St. Louis and vicinity, have been affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
since the date of our organization, which 
was March L 1900; and 

WHEREAS, Even since the formation of 
our Union our work Ifas been classified as 
the following: all granitoid work, all ce- 
ment concrete work, all concreting for fire- 
proofing and illuminating tile work, except 
looting under masonry work; and 

WHEREAS, There is in the city of St. 
Louis, Mo., an organization known as the 
Stone Masons' Laborers' Union chartered 
by the State of Missouri and belonging to 
the Local Building Trades Council, and ir- 
respective of the appended agreement with 
the said Building Trades Council, the said 
Stone Masons' Laborers' Uniou continue 
from time to time, with full sanction of the 
Building Trades- Council to infringe upon 
our work, as heretofore classified, which 
will in plain words eventually meau the 
disruption of our Union; and 

WHEREAS, On three different occasions, 
we have been refused admission to mem- 
bership of the Building Trades Council; 
and 

WHEREAS, Considering the fact that 
the vast majority of the Local Unions be- 
longing to this Building Trades Council, 
their national and international unions 
are affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention In ses- 
sion does instruct the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor to notify 
the General Officers of the Brotherhood of 
Painters and Decorators, Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners and the other Na- 
tional unions whose locals are affiliated 
with this above mentioned Building Trades 
Council, that unless the above mentioned 
agreement is entered into btween the 
Granitoid and Cement Concrete Workers' 
Union No. 8172 and the Local Building 
Trades Council is lived up to and has be- 
come a fact, within sixty (GO) days after 
this Convention, then the Executive Board 
of the American Federation of Labor, If 
it is proven to their satisfaction that said 
agreement is being violated, it shall be 
deemed sufficient cause for the revocation 
of the charters of all the national and 
international unions whose locals belong 
to the Building Trades Council of St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Committee on Grievances reports unfa- 
vorably. 

Motion made that the report of the com- 
mittee be concurred in. 

Delegate Buthe opposed the report of the 
committee. 
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Delegate Dubarry said he could not un- 
derstand the committee's report. 

Delegate Lockman said these men should 
get into the Hod Carriers' Union'. 

The report of the committee was adopt- 
ed. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the Execu- 
tive Council be instructed to investigate 
this matter and make such adjustment as 
may be necessary. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 25. — By Delegate Aig. 
Buthe of the Granitoid and Cement Con- 
crete Workers' Union No. 8172: 

WHEREAS, We, the Granitoid and Ce- 
ment' Concrete Workers' Union No. 8172 of 
St. Louis and vicinity have been affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
since the date of our organization, which 
was March 1, 1900; and 

WHEREAS, ^.ver since the formation of 
our union our work has been classified as 
the following: all granitoid work, all ce- 
ment concrete work, all concreting for flre- 
proofing and illuminating tile work, except 
footing under masonry work; and 

WHEREAS, There was chartered in 
April, 1903, by the American Federation of 
Labor, an organization known as the Inter- 
national Hod Carriers' and Buiaing Labor- 
ers' Union, and with a classification of 
work which encroaches to a great extent 
upon ours; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the above-mentioned 
Hod Carriers' and Building Laborers' Union 
be compelled to change its constitution, so 
as not to conflict with ours, and the same 
to become a law at a date not later than 
ninety (90) days after the sessions of this 
Convention. 

Committee on Grievances reports unfa- 
vorably. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Buthe suggested that the reso- 
lution be referred to the Executive Coun- 
cil. 

The committee accepted the suggestion 
and the resolution was eeferred to the 
Executive Council. 

Resolution No. 40. — By Delegate Mack 
Taylor: 

WHEREAS, The work of the organiza- 
tion of the National Brotherhood of Coal 
Hoisting Engineers has been seriously ham- 
pered by the advocacy of trades by indus- 
try system of organization on the part of 
The United Mine Workers of America; and 

WHEREAS, Said United Mine Workers 
of America have endeavored to force the 
disruption of the National Brotherhood of 
Coal Hoisting Engineers, by forcing its 
members into their organization; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention herein 
assembled take such steps as they see fit, 
In accordance with the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor to prevent 
the encroachments of the United Mine 
Workers of America upon our organization. 



Resolution No. 248.— By Deleeate George 
W. Brandon of Trades and Labor Council 
of Leavenworth, Kansas: 

WHEREAS, -he question of jurisdiction 
has arisen between United Mine Workers' 
Union of Amenca (Local 1858) and the In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers (Lo- 
cal No. 65) of Leavenworth, Kansas; and 

WHEREAS, The Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil of that city have seen tit to sustain the 
engineers in a grievance brought before 
that body in the form of a resolution by 
adopting same and asking United Mine 
Workers to rescind their action, being con- 
trary to the principles and rulings of the 
American Federation of Labor; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That we petition the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, in Convention 
here assembled, to sustain the Trades and 
Labor Council of Leavenworth, Kansas, in 
their stand taken against the encroachment 
of one trade on another. 

Resolutions No. 40 and 248. 

ENGINEERS AND MINE WORKERS. 

Your committee recommends that the 
same be referred to the Executive Council 
and that they be instructed to confer with 
the representatives of all parties in inter- 
est with the end in view of bringing about 
an understanding along the lines laid down 
by the report of the Special Committee on 
Autonomy as reported and endorsed by the 
Scranton convention, and appears on page 
No. 240 of the Scranton Proceedings of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Carey was opposed to procras- 
tination in deciding jurisdiction. 

-Delegate Lewis said there was no pro- 
crastination in the recommendation of the 
committee. They were referring it to the 
Executive Council to settle on the lines of 
action of the Scranton convention. 

Delegate Duncan said that the trouble 
could be settled from time to time. The 
Scranton convention covered autonomy in 
such a manner that it has not been at- 
tacked by any school of thought whatever. 

Delegate Warner said he wanted to go 
on record as opposed to procrastination. 

Delegate Wilson said it was the policy of 
the American Federation of Labor to have 
organizations go into conference to adjust 
differences before they were brought into 
the American Federation of Labor conven- 
tions to adjust. 

Delegate McMahon said his organization 
desired a conference with the United Mine 
Workers to adjust differences between his 
organization and the Miners. 

Delegate Mitchell said he had hoped that 
the committee's report would have been 
adopted without discussion, and that the 
Miners were willing to meet representa- 
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lives of- the Engineers' organization and 
adjust their differences along the lines 
laid down in the autonomy decision made 
at Scranton. He said he was not an advo- 
cate of industrial organization. The coal 
miners were an isolated industry and they 
could not allow one per cent, of the men 
to control the mines. 

Delegate Brandon said the Labor Coun- 
cil of Leavenworth, Kan., had not brought 
in a grievance against the United Mine 
Workers. He said he was not opposed to 
the report of the committee. 

Delegate Mack Taylor opposed the re- 
port of the committee, but said he would 
support it if a time was set to adjust the 
difference.^ 

Delegate W. O. Wilson said fce had 
made a statement that not one of the or- 
ganizations had ever made a request for 
a conference. He said he would stand by 
his statement. 

Delegate McKee stated that a communi- 
cation was sent to the headquarters of the 
United Mine Workers at a time when Mr. 
Wilson was ill and Mr. Lewis was acting 
for him as secretary of the United Mine 
Workers. 

Delegate Lewis denied that such a com- 
munication had been received. 

Delegate Mitchell denied that the United 
Mine Workers had ever thrown an engi- 
neer out of work, and stated emphatically 
that they had secured better conditions for 
the engineers than they had secured for 
the miners. He declared that they pro- 
posed to keep all contracts made with the 
mine owners. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 66. — By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers' Tlaters, 
Buffers and Brass Workers' International 
Union : 

WHEREAS, The members of our union 
have been prevented from hanging chan- 
deliers by members of the International 
Brotherhood of Electric Workers and mem- 
bers of the Plumbers, Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters' Helpers' International 
Union; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at this convention assembled 
grant our International Union full juris- 
diction over all chandelier workers. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that no action be taken, as the Executive 
Boards of both organizations have agreed 
to take the matter up for adjustment. 
* Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. G8.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 



Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, It came to our notice that 
the International Union of Carriage 
Makers are # encroaching upon our jurisdic- 
tional rights; and 

WHEREAS, Recently they have admitted 
an organization of Coach Lamp Makers, 
which rightfully belong to our Interna- 
tional Union, chiefly comprising members 
working on brass products; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor at this convention assem- 
bled instructs the Carriage Makers' Inter- 
national Union to turn over said organiza- 
tion of Coach Lamp Makers to our Inter- 
national Union. 
Committee on Grievances reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Delegate O'Brien stated that the Clerks 
and Teamsters had agreed to arbitrate 
their differences. That the Clerks had se- 
lected John A. Moffltt and the Teamsters 
had selected W. D. Ryan and both organ- 
izations desired President Gompers to ap- 
point the third man. i 

President Gompers stated that he would 
not appoint any one unless he was accept- 
able to both organizations. 

President Gompers appointed Delegate 
Dennis Mulcahy, who was acceptable to 
both organizations. 

Resolution No. 57.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers. 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
.Union : 

WHEREAS, There exists at present a lo- 
cal union of Beer Pump Workers, No. 8671. 
attached to the American Federation of 
Labor, which is practically a brass workers* 
union; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 

Labor at its last convention did order this 

union to aftUiate with our International 

. Union, which they positively refused to 

do: and 

WHEREAS, Their antagonistic methods 
have culminated in an endeavor to unseat 
our delegates In the Brass Workers* Union, 
at the Essex Trades Council of Newark, 
N. J., on the claim that our members 
should be attached to their union; there- 
fore be it . 

RESOLVED, That the Beer Pump Work- 
ers Union No. 8671, in their refusal to loin 
our International Union, as ordered by the 
American Federation of Labor, have given 
sufficient cause for the revocation of their 
charter, and the^ same is requested Immedi- 
ately by this International Unioji. 

Committee on Grievances reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Rfsolution No. 143.— By Delegate J. P. 
Holland of Central Federated Union, New 
York* 

WHEREAS. In the matter of the Boiler 
Makers and Iron Ship Builders and Helpers 
who claim jurisdiction over the Drillers 
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and Tappers, inasmuch as the claim is 
made that they infringe upon the Boiler 
Makers and Iron Ship Builders' Helpers; 
therefore be it 

REfcOLVED, That the Central Federated 
Union endorse the claim of the Boiler 
Makers and Iron Ship Builders' Helpers. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that the Drillers and Tappers become mem- 
bers of the Boiler Makers and Iron Ship 
Builders Jan. 1st, 1904. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate White said that the Boiler- 
makers had refused to issue to them a 
charter. 

Delegate Flynn said the Boilermakers 
and Ship Builders' International Union had 
never denied them a charter. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 96.— By Delegate W. H. 
White of Drillers and Tappers', No. 9800: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the American Ifederation of Labor have is- 
sued a charter to the above local anu 
others in the last few years; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Boiler- 
makers through their delegate did protest 
against issuing the same, and this body in 
the twenty-second annual Convention as- 
sembled, did direct that a conference be 
called to amicably adjust all differences 
and to equitably define our status as crafts- 
men: 

WHEREAS, Said conference was held in 
the office of the President of the American 
Federation of Labor, the Brotherhood of 
Boilermakers having no equitable proposi- 
tion to offer; and 

WHEREAS, Said Executive Council in 
considering the subject matter brought be- 
fore them, saw no reason to reverse them- 
selves and did so notify all concerned, 
through the Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS. The Brotherhood of Boiler- 
makers have never recognized said decision 
of the Executive Council of this body, and 
have prevented our acceptance by the Ma- 
rine Trades Council, Port of New York, 
claiming we were not a legal body; and 
have had our men in good standing knocked 
off jobs, on representing our cards were 
not valid; and allowed men not members 
of either body to work on same job; and, 
further, have, since said conference and, 
we believe, still are, issuing so called 
Driller and Tapper cards to men with 



holder-on and helper ratings; therefore be it 
RESOLVED, That the twenty-third an- 
nual session in Convention assembled, do, 
in no uncertain language, take what action J 
these un-union-like lapses call for. 

The Committee on grievances reports un- ' 
favorably on resolution and recommends i 
that Drillers and Tappers' Local Union No. ' 
9800 be affiliated with Boiler Makers not 
later than Jan. Jst, 1904. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 60.— By Delegate C. O. ' 
Sherman *f United Metai Workers: 
• WHEREAS, The Bridge and Structuru. 
Iron Workers nave been granted a charter 
of affiliation by the American Federation 
of Labor, and delegates from that organ- 
ization seated in this convention; and 

WHEREAS, This organization is a dual 
body ckuming jurisdiction over the same 
wage workers that are and have been for 
years past under the jurisdiction of the 
United Metal Workers, which organization 
is fully competent to and always has tried 
its utmost to organize the Structural 
Bridge and Iron Workers, but has not 
been as successful as it would have been 
if it had not met with great opposition 
from this up to the present time non-affili- 
ated organization of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter granted 
the Bridge and Structural Iron Workers be 
revoked, its delegates unseated, and the 
United Metal Workers in accordance with 
the charter granted it by the American 
Federation of Labor be declared the prop- 
er organization for Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers to affiliate with. 

Committee on Grievances reports un- 
favorably. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate C. O; Sherman said that In 
1900 the United Metal Workers were organ- 
ized. He said Delegate Mitchell was pres- 
ent at the convention. They made appli- 
cation for a charter, defining their juris- 
diction, and claimed jurisdiction over the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers. 

Previous question called for. 

Agreed to. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

The convention then adjourned. 
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The convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at 9 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry '(J. L.), McNeill, Bar- 
rett (R. D.), Dougherty, Martindale, Jen- 
nings, Cable, Towey, Cotter, Maher, Lillen, 
Powell (W. O.), Buckley, Hoke, Roach 
(John), Wilson (J. T.), Kelly (W. JJ, Call, 
Schmidt, Scalfe. Weber, Carey (D. A.), 
Pitzgibben, Winn (Peter), Dix, McKnight, 
Ramsay, Winslow (C. H.), Cornish, Kelly 
(Philip), Lincoln, O'Donuell, Powell (Geo.), 
McDonougb, Engel, Curley (J. F.), Neary, 
Hill (A. E.), Ferguson, Murphy (P. J.), 
Thomas, Daly, Scully (D. J.), Hasselbeck, 
Fossberg, Collins (T. J.), Irvln, Hitchcock 
(W. H.T, Graney, Woods. Sinclair, Ma- 
honey (D. D.), Laplant, Curtis, Keene, Sar- 
man, Duffy (O. H.), Henry (Frank), Jones 
(W. D.), O'Keefe, Davis, Largay, Hinchey, 
Lawler, Hulse, Kane, Holloway, Dodd, Mc- 
Kelvey, Clarke (E. R.), Cowell, Dolan, Har- 
ney, Lehner, Kuhn, Tyson, Hitchcock 
(Henry), Harskowitch, Moore (J. J.), 
Brayer, Barnett, Henderson (W. F.), Gos- 
line, Paterson, White (Wm.) f Burton, 
Lynch (Wm.), Burton, Lynch (C. P.), Din- 
neen, Hodges, Reed (W. A.), Cannon, Gll- 
'pin, Butler, Faulkerson, Cooper (J. A.), 
Schmatterlee, Studd, Marsh, Page, Tusslny, 
Gascoyne, Madden, Kidd (W. C), Graham, 
Morlin, Anderson, Field, Doran, Walshe 
(Richard), McArdle, Tobin (P. F.), Brady, 
Hannahan, Murrell, Feehan, Creamer (Fran- 
cis), Fieldstack, Donnelly (J. B.), Miles, Me- 
Leod, King, Turner, Hapgood, Mills, Roder- 
ick, Keeley (james), Dillon, Bowler, Derri- 
;an, Ludwig, Sodekson, Hlllard, Timilty, 
Jooper (Wm.), RusrpI, Deigle, Niemchesky, 
Gately, Freeman, Maloney (R. S.), Smith 
(Wm.), Downing (J. P^, Bolger, Scott 
(Timothy), Lederer, Francis. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

The secretary read the following tele- 
grams: 

Milwaukee, Wis., Nov. 19, 1903. 
James Sheehan, Faneuil Hall, Boston: 

Wisconsin State Federation of Labor, by 
order Executive Board, asks next Conven- 
tion, American Federation of Labor, for 
Milwaukee. FRED BROCKHAUSEN. 

Milwaukee. Wis., Nov. 19, 1903. 
James Sheehan, Faneuil Hall, Boston: 

The Federated Trades Council and its 
110 affllinted unions invites the American 
Federation of Labor to hold the 24th an- 
nual Convention in this city. 

JOHN REISHKRT. 
Salt Lake, Utah, Nov. 19, 1903. 
Secretary American Federation of Labor, 
Boston. Mass.: 
We unite in extending the American Fed- 
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eration of Labor a cordial Invitation to 
hold its next Convention in Salt Lake City. 
HEBER M. WELLS, 

Governor of Utah, 
EZRA THOMPSON, 

Mayor Salt Lake City, 
COMMERCIAL CLUB, 
Jos. A. Silva, Vice-Pres. 

The following communication was read: 

Boston, Mass., Nov. 19, 1903. 
To the Twenty-third annual Convention ot 
the American Federation of Labor, 
Greeting: 

This is to certify that Mr. Kramer, sec- 
retary of Local 7, of Boston, Mass., is 
hereby empowered to fill the place of Dele- 
gate Mikol of the United Cloth Hat and 
Cap Workers of North America, who was 
compelled to leave Boston and was unable 
to attend the last days of the Convention. 
Honing that all privileges of a delegate 
will be granted to Mr. Kramer. 
Fraternally yours. 

MAURICE MIKOL, 
National Secretary, United Cloth Hat 
and Cap Makers of North America. 

On motion M. Kramer was seated as del- 
egate. 

Resolution No. 70.— By Delegates J^ M. 
Stephens and C. E. Langlands, of Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers' International 
Union : 

WHEREAS, On the 15th day of January, 
1903, in the city of Indianapolis, Ind., at 
a meeting held In the aforesaid city, be- 
tween the General Executive Board of the 
Brotherhood /)f Carpenters and Joiners of 
America and the representatives of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Interna- 
tional Union, the following agreement was 
decided upon: — 

"Pending the action of their next con- 
vention the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America agree not to 
assert jurisdiction over any Iron work,. In- 
cluding iron and wire lathing, studding or 
any other exclusively iron work claimed 
by Wood. Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union." 

"The Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' 
International Union agree that they will 
not assert Jurisdiction over or allow their 
members to perform any wood work, includ- 
ing shingling, wooden arches, door or win- 
dow frames, wooden studding or furring or 
any carpenter or wood work except the 
wooden lath to receive plastic material." 

"In accordance with the Instructions of 
the G. E. B. the undersigned herewith 
communicate this agreement to Local 
Unions or District Councils where there 
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have been disputes between the members 
of both organizations." 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid Lathers' In- 
ternational Union has lived strictly in ac- 
cordance with the terms of this agreement 
as above written, believing it to be honest 
and fair, and trusting that the members 
of the U. B. of C. and J. of America would 
live in accordance with the terms of an 
agreement made by their representatives, 
and further trusting that said officers would 
take means to make their members obey 
an agreement fair and impartial to both 
parties concerned; and 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America has 
allowed members of the aforesaid organiza- 
tion to violate said agreement with im- 
punity in the city of Chicago by placing 
metal corner beads in violation of said 
agreement, in the city of Joliet, where 
members of said United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America have 
done wood lathing aiso in violation of said 
agreement; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, 
that we do disapprove of such action on 
the part of said United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America, and 
that we do further recommend to the offi- 
cers of said organization that they make 
their members cease trespassing upon the 
granted rights of the Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers' International Union, which 
the American Federation of Labor pledge 
themselves tc support and protect. 

Committee on Grievances recommends no 
action be taken on this resolution inas- 
much as Secretary Duffy stated that the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters did not claim 
jurisdiction over Wire Lathers and would 
have all matters of this character adjusted 
when the grievance was brought to the at- 
tention of the national officers of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters. 

Delegate Duffy said it was not fair to 
bring in resolutions of this character until 
the officers of the international had been 
consulted. 

Delegate Stephens stated that the report 
of the committee was perfectly satisfactory 
to the Lathers. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 104.— By Delegate Mac- 
Pherson, of Carriage and Wagon Workers: 

WHEREAS, At the present time a ques- 
tion of jurisdiction exists between the Car- 
riage and Wagon Workers on the one side 
and the Brotherhood of Painters and Dec- 
orators on the other, as to who shall govern 
the carriage painters; and 

WHEREAS, Such questions stir up strife 
where peace and amity should prevail and 
In no way tend to build up that solidarity 
of union labor which we believe it is the 
ambition of the American Federation of 
Labor to maintain; and 

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of the 
mover of this resolution and the members 
of the craft he represents that the only 



remedy for such conditions is trades au- 
tonomy, in other words, that no trade be 
allowed to encroach upon the vested rights 
of any organization to which has been 
granted a charter by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers' International body be 
granted full and entire jurisdiction over 
this most ancient craft, which comprises 
the following branches: 

Carriage and Wagon Body Builders and 
Woodworkers. 

Carriage and Wagon Painters. 

Carriage Trimmers. 

Carriage and Wagon Sign Writers. 

Wheel Builders. 

Spoke and Hub Makers. 

Spring and Axle Makers. 

Coach and Carriage Lamp Makers. 

Bent Stuff Makers, such as shafts and 
felloes and ail component parts of a car- 
riage and wagon in the rough. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that the resolution be non-concurred in and 
jurisdiction be given to the Painters' 
Union over painters working in carriage 
shcps. 

Moved and seconded that discussion of 
the subject matter be deferred to give dele- 
gate an opportunity to secure papers which 
he had loft at his hotel. 

Resolution No. 169.— By Delegate Henry 
Wulf, Murphysboro Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, Repeated attempts have 
been made by the International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen of the United 
States to secure control and exercise juris- 
diction over the members of Bottlers' 
Union, No. 10,222, American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Bottlers' Union, No. 10,222, 
American Federation of Labor, is a local 
trades union affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, and is composed of 
beer and soda and mineral water bottlers 
and workers; and 

WHEREAS, In the opinion of Bottlers' 
Union, No. 10,222, American Federation of 
Labor, it is of vital importance to its ex- 
istence and the continued prosperity of Its 
members that the claim to jurisdiction 
over said bottlers' union, made by the In- 
ternational Union of United Brewery Work- 
men, be denied; and 

WHEREAS, A movement -to organize a 
national union of bottlers and^workers, re- 
gardless of where employed, whether in 
the beer or soda and mineral water bot- 
tlers' line, is now on foot, and 

WHEREAS, The success of said move- 
ment depends largely upon the upholding 
by this convention of the rights of Bottlers' 
Union, No. 10,222, American Federation of 
Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, 
that the right of both beer and soda and 
mineral water bottlers and workers to or- 
ganize and maintain local trades unions of 
their craft chartered by the American 
Federation of Labor is recognized; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That the claim to jurisdic- 
tion over Bottlers' Union, No. 10.222, 
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American Federation of Labor, made by 
the International Union of United Brewery 
Workman, is denied. 

Committee on Grievances reports un- 
favorably and recommends that the Inter- 
national Union of United Brewery Work- 
men be given jurisdiction over Bottlers' 
Union, No. 10,222. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 117.— By Delegate John 
Mulholland of the International Assoela- 
t on of Allied Metal Mechanics, Boston, 
Mass., November 12, 1903: 

WHEREAS, In September, 1901, just 
prior to the convention of the Brotherhood 
of Blacksmiths in Buffalo, N. Y., Mr. R. B. 
Kerr, general secretary-treasurer of the 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths, communicated 
to me that they were desirous of securing 
jurisdiction over the drop forgers and 
hammermen who at that time came under 
the jurisdiction of the International Asso- 
ciation of Allied Metal Mechanics. He said 
at that time that the question of admitting 
the blacksmiths' helpers would be discussed 
at their coming convention, but that there 
was considerable opposition to admitting 
them to membership, and wanted to know 
if the Allied Metal Slechanics would be wil- 
ling to \ake in the blacksmiths' helpers if 
a satisfactory agreement, or arrangement 
could be made, whereby we would relin- 
quish jurisdiction over the drop forgers 
and hammermen, and turn them over to 
the Brotherhood of Blacksmiths; In the 
event of this being done by us they would 
make no claim to mechanics known as 
blacksmiths' "helpers. I told him that if 
he would place this propostion in writing 
in the proper way, I would place It before 
our Executive Board, and later to a refer- 
endum voce of our entire organization. 

After the adjournment of the convention 
of the Brotherhood of Blacksmiths In Buf- 
falo, we were notified that the entire mat- 
ter of taking in the blacksmiths' helpers 
Into their organization had been left en- 
tirely in the hands of the incoming Execu- 
tive Board, with full power to act. We 
immediately took the matter up with the 
American Federation of Labor to ascer- 
tain that if this agreement was entered 
into between the Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Allied Metal Mechanics would 
it be satisfactory to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. We were notified by the 
American Federation of Labor that such 
an agreement would be satisfactory to the 
American Federation of Labor, and that 
they would assist in bringing it about, as 
the following telegram dated Washington, 
D. C, October 9, 1901, will show: 
"John Mulholland: 

"If agreement is made between your 
organization and Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths, I will aid in effort to have helpers 
join your association. 

"(Sgned) SAMUEL GOMPERS." 

The proposition of the Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths whereby we were to relin- 
quish jurisdiction over the drop forgers 
and hammermen and turn same over to 
their organization, they in their turn would 
make no claim to jurisdiction over black- 
smiths' helpers and do all In their power 
to have them affiliate with the Allied Metal 
Mechanics was accepted by our Executive 



Board and later ratified by a referendum 
vote of our entire organization and our part 
of the agreement was carried out. We were 
notified by the Brotherhood of Blacksmiths 
that this agreement was satisfactory to 
them, and in proof of this we would refer 
you to an article in the November issue of 
their official journal under the title of 
"Fair Exchange is no Robbery," copies of 
which were distributed at the American 
Federation of Labor Convention at Scran- 
ton. 

After the agreement had been in practi- 
cal working order for some time, the black- 
smiths requested that it be placed in writ- 
ing and requested that we submit the 
agreement for their signature. We com- 
plied with their request and submitted the 
original agreement. After some delay we 
received from them an amended agreement 
which we agreed to with the exception of 
the last clause, which read: 

"That iuis agreement shall become oper- 
ative from the first day of January, 1902, 
and can only be abrogated upon 60 days' 
notice upon either side." 

This clause we did not consider as fair 
to our organization, to the blacksmiths, or 
to the helpers, because of the fact that it 
would be impossible to organize men who 
would know only for 60 days under whose 
jurisdiction they would be. We submitted 
a substitute to the last clause, which read: 

"That should the interest of the two in- 
ternational organizations require a read- 
justment of jurisdiction" at any time the 
Internafonal Executive Boards of the two 
organizations shall meet for that purpose." 

Notwithstanding that our substitute was 
as fair as could possibly be submitted. Mr. 
Slocum abruptly broke off all negotiations 
and gave as his reason that we had re- 
fused to sign his agreement (which was not 
true). 

We desire to say that It is our opinion 
that the president of the Blacksmiths, Mr. 
Slocum, was desirous of breaking the exists 
ing agreement between our organizations 
as almost immediately he issued a circular 
letter to his local organizations requesting 
that they take a referendum vote on the 

f>roposit?on of admitting into membership 
n the Brotherhood of Blacksmiths mechanr 
ics known as blacksmiths' helpers, and this 
was done without consulting with, or ob- 
taining me consent of the Amer'can Fed- 
eration of Labor, or the consent of the 
International Association of Allied Metal 
Mechanics. 

We claim that this action on the part of 
the blacksmiths was unjustifiable inasmuch 
as no organization has a light to take a 
referendum vote or whether or not they 
will absorb another organization, or any 
part thereof. We are safe in saying that 
this action on the part of the blacksmiths 
is unheard of in the labor movement, and if 
allowed to stand will establish a dancre^ns 
precedent. It will not only cause conflicts 
between international organizations, but 
will prevent the American Federation of 
Labor from carrying out the objects- for 
which it was formed. Realizing the seri- 
ousness of this question, we immediately 
appealed to the American Federation of La- 
bor for protection. The matter was dealt 
with in the report of the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor to 
the New Orleans convention. Representa- 
tives of the two organizations met in that 



Digitized by 



Googk 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 



229 



city, the blacksmiths contending that no 
agreement existed because we had failed to 
sign their agreement. The representative 
of the Allied Metal Mechanics contended 
that an agreement was made and we were 
working in accordance therewith prior to 
the question eveik being raised as to the 
advisability of a signed agreement. Owing 
to the fact that the question was raised 
whether or not an agreement had been 
entered into between our organizations, 
it was decided to meet at some 
central point within 60 days after 
- the adjournment of the Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
at which meeting a representative of the 
American Federation of Labor was to be 
present (preferably President Gompersl to 
decide whether or not such an agreement 
existed. President Gompers was unable to 
serve owing to the pending death of his 
son and suggested the names of two other 
men, either one of which was acceptable 
to us. President O'Connell, of the Inter- 
national Association of Machinists was 
finally decided upon. The presidents of 
the Allied Metal Mechanics and the Black- 
smiths went before Mr. O'Connell and pre- 
sented their respeceive cases, we on our 
side producing documentary evidence to 
show that an agreement did exist. Mr. 
O'Connell in rendering his decision states 
that there was unquestionably an under- 
standing between the two organizations, 
but thai no agreement was signed. 

Mr. O'Connell was not to decide a ques- 
tion of jurisdiction, as he did not allule 
once in his decision to the drop forgers and 
hammermen, which we relinquished juris- 
diction over in conformity with the agree- 
ment. If Mr. O'Connelrs decision is to 
stand we are to lose jurisdiction over the 
drop forgers and hammermen, which we 
always had, and also the blacksmiths' 
helpers. 

If this is arbitration, then we have this 
to say, that this kind of arbitration is ob- 
jectionable to our organization. 

We claim that Mr. O'Connell was to de- 
cide the question as to whether or not an 
agreement was entered into between the 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and the Allied 
Metal Mechanics and not to decide a ques- 
tion of jurisdiction; and inasmuch as Mr. 
O'Connell's decision takes from our or- 
ganization jurisdiction that we had pre- 
vious to the agreement, with all due re- 
spect to Mr. O'Connell, we must ask that 
his decision be set aside. 

There cannot be the slightest doubt but 
that an agreement was entered into be- 
tween the Blacksmiths and Allied Metal 
Mechanics relative to the blacksmiths* 
helpers, drop forgers and hammermen, and 
all we ask is that this Convention, inr 
struct the Brotherhood of Blacksmiths to 
live up to their part of the agreement; but 
if they do not care to do this, as a matter 
of right and fairness to us, the drop forc- 
ers and hammermen must be returned to 
our organization; then we will be where we 
began. Then when the blacksmiths turn 
over to us the drop forgers and hammer- 
men, we will agree to turn over to Ihe 
American Federation of Labor all black- 
smiths' helpers now in our organization. 

The proper solution in our opinion to the 
question, then, would be for the black- 
smiths' helpers to take a referendum vote 
on the following questions: 



First: Whether or not they deaire to 
remain with and affiliated direct with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Second: Whether 'or not they desire to 
re-affiliate with the Allied Metal Mechan- 
ics. 

Third: Whether or not they want to af- 
filiate with the Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths. 

Fourth: Whether or .not ttley want to 
establish a national or • international or- 
ganization of their own, composed of black- 
smith helpers. 

We claim that this is the only fair solu- 
tion of this question. Any other method 
of procedure would be "Taxation without 
Representation." 

We believe that the helper should have 
a say in hjs own destiny, and if this ques- 
tion is settled along the lines above sug- 
gested when a settlement is reached, it will 
be lasting, binding and effectual. 

It must be borne in mind that the Broth- 
erhood of Blacksmiths acted contrary to 
trade union law when they took a referen- 
dum vote of their organization on whether 
or not they would admit into membership 
the helpers, as they were at the time the 
vote was taken, according to agreement 
members of another organization affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor. 

The action of the Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor on this case is 
as follows: 

"Moved, that in the dispute between the 
Allied Metal Mechanics and the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Blacksmiths that it 
is the sense of the Executive Council that 
it is not within its province to review a 
decision rendered by an arbitrator when 
the arbitration has been agreed upon by 
both parties thereto; but that the Execu- 
tive Council has the right, when they be- 
lieve that the evidence submitted to them 
warrants the conclusion that an injustice 
may have been done either party to rec- 
ommend to the next convention of the 
American Federation of Labor that the 
case be reopened, and that in this case we 
do so recommend." Therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled that 
the International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths be and is hereby instructed to act 
in accordance with the agreement made 
with the International Association of 
Metal Mechanics relative to the mechanics 
above-mentionecy without further delay. 

Committee on Grievances reports unfa- 
vorably. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Mulholland moved that action 
be deferred until the Committee on Execu- 
tive Council's Report makes its report. 

Delegate Macarthur for the Committee 
on Executive Council's Report stated that 
their committee had made a report on the 
same lines. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the secre- 
tary of the Committee on Executive Coun- 
cil's Report read that part of his report 
now. 

Adopted. 
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Delegate Macarthur, for the Committee 
on Executive Council's Report read the 
following report: 

BLACKSMITHS AND ALLIED METAL 
MECHANICS. 

We recommend that the recommendation 
of the Executive Council (that the case be 
reopened) be concurred in; that the con- 
dition prevailing prior to September, 1901, 
be- re-established, and that negotiations be 
opened for the adjustment of any differ- 
ences that may exist under the latter con- 
dition. 

Delegate O'Brien stated that the ques- 
tion had been submitted to an arbitrator 
and he could not understand how the de- 
cision of an arbitrator could be set aside. 

Delegate Mulholland favored the report 
of the committee. 

Delegate Slocum said it was unfair to 
bring this question here after it had been 
decided by an arbitrator. 

Delegate Lewis said both parties agreed 
to arbitrate. A decision had been ren- 
dered and it should be final. He said if 
this convention should go on record as re- 
opening a case which had been decided by 
an arbitrator you would have at the next 
convention applications for the reopening 
of decisions- of arbitrators, each party 
claiming that the decision of the arbitra- 
tor was not In accord with the facts sub- 
mitted. 

Delegate O'Connell said the whole mat- 
ter had been submitted to him and it had 
been agreed that they would abide by his 
decision. 

Delegate Hlrsch wanted the special com- 
mittee appointed to visit several printing 
firms to meet him in the ante room Imme- 
diately. 

President Gompers called the attention 
of the delegates to the fact that the hour 
for the election of officers for the ensuing 
year had arrived. 

Delegate Higgins was called to the chair. 

The chair called for nominations for 
president. 

Delegate Creamer nominated Samuel 
C.ompers for re-election. 

Delegate Dubarrey nominated Ernst 
Kreft of Philadelphia. 

Delegate Kneeland second the nomina- 
tion of Samuel Gompers. 

The nominations were then closed. 

The vote for president resulted as fol- 
lows: 

For Gompers: Allied Metal Mechanics' 
Delegation, Barbers' Delegation, Murphy 
(P. F.). Blacksmiths' Delegation. McMahon 
(James), Boilermakers' Delegation, Book- 



binders' Delegation, Tobin (J. P.), Lovely, 
Ward, Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Work- 
ers' Delegation, Bridge ancr Structural Iron 
Workers' Delegation, Duffy (P. P.), Bohnen, 
Grimes, Fyfe, McPherson, Henry (J. S.), 
Pish, Cement Workers'- Delegation, Cigar- 
makers' Delegation, 287 votes; Clerks' Dele- 
gation, Krause, Coopers' Delegation, Reidy, 
Electrical Workers' Delegation, Peeny, Tay- 
lor, Steam Engineers' Delegation; Station- 
ary Firemen's Delegation, La r kin, Curran, 
United Garment Workers' Delegation, 
Grossman, Glass Bottle Blowers' Delega- 
tion. Cunliflfe, Morris (J. J.), Granite Cut- 
ters' Delegation, Hatters' Delegation, Hod 
Carriers' and Building Laborers' Delega- 
tion, Horseshoers' Delegation, Hotel and 
Restaurant Employes' and Bartenders' 
Delegation. Iron and Steel Workers' Dele- 

§atlon, Vollmer, Lathers' Delegation, Laun- 
ry Workers!- Delegation, Roach (John), 
Longshoremen's Delegation, Machinists' 
Delegation, Drinkwater, Maintenance of 
Way Employees' Delegation, Kelly (W. J.), 
Meat Cutters' and Butcher Workmen's 
Delegation, Meat Polishers' Delegation, 
Sheet Metal Workers' Delegation, United 
Mine Workers' Delegation, Iron Moulders' 
Delegation, Musicians' Delegation, Paint- 
ers' Delegation, Papermakers' Delega- 
tion, Wilson (James), Piano and Organ 
Workers' Delegation, Rooney, Plumb- 
ers' Delegation, Halles, Scott (J. A.), Print- 
ing Pressmen's Delegation, Richmond, 
Street Railway Employes' Delegation, Rail- 
road Telegraphers' Delegation, Edwards (T. 
J.), Seamen's Delegation, Ross, Stage Em- 
ployes' Delegation, Williams (G. W.), 
Schwab, Tailors' Delegation, Teamsters' 
Delegation, Textile Workers' Delegation, 
Pranke, Tobacco Workers' Delegation, _*c- 
Donough, Lynch (J. M.), Garrett, Nuern- 
berger, Morrison (Frank), Hunter, Wood 
Workers' Delegation, Williams (D. U.), 
Beais, Hughes (T. R.), Perkins. White (J. 
P.), Fildew, McLaughlin (C. J.), McHugh, 
Leonard, Poplowsky, Gurr, Casey (J. J.), 
Sullivan (G. BX Currie, Casey (Louis), 
Cummings (W. P.), Hirsch, Splttal, Mar- 
key (H. A.), Simmons, Driscoll, Coleman, 
Hunt, Morrison (A. W.), Elmer. Scollin, 
Puller, Fosdick, Jones (David), Clay, Reark, 
Kenney, Parker (Mrs. N. D.), Trownsell, 
Donovan (Jeremiah), Ford, Gurley, Smith 
(J. T.), Coker, Maloney (R. A.). Branden, 
Nugent (W. J.), Drake, Barrett (John), 
Cohen, Powell (P. J.), O'Leary, Alney, 
Wulf, Clancy. Gottlob, Feltus, Welsh 
(Patrick), Porter, Edwards (J. B.). Holland," 
Tully, Nightingale, Donovan (M.), McKee 
(R. A.), Swartz, Neal, Bowen, Ryall, Kane, 
Schneider, Broderick, Macarthur, Harris. 
Burman. Dempsey (D.), Dewar, Henderson - 
(W. D y .), Feyder, Connor, Doll, Muldoon, 
Dale, O'Connell (M. J.), Roche (E. J.), 
Sabel, Harney, Peetz, Scully (Rosa). Wynn 
(I. G.), Pacelll, Borden, Swift, Collins (M. 
D.), Mallory, Dervin, Turnt, Whiteman, 
Bankow, McLaughlin, Morlin, Bechtold, 
Borden, Gillooley, Buthe, Caldwell. Haskell, 
Wingerter. Borden, Keenan, Borden, Sodek- 
son, Timilty. Downing (J. P.), Mullee, 
Stanner, Faller, Bickler, Darcy, Murphy 
(L. E.), Bohn, O'Grady, representing 12,449 
votes. 

For Kreft: Schaerer, Carey (J. P.), 
Kemper, Zepp, Gaestel, Wheeler (P. C), 
Slayton, Jackson, Barnes, Huber, United 
Metal Workers' Delegation, Van Possan, 
Keyes, Hayes (M. S.), Mahoney (P.), Healey 
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(B. F.), Kelley (J. W.), Scully (D. J.), Reid 
(J. J.), McKelgue, Stuart, Browning, Shee- 
han, Ballard, Hatch, Berry, Arvidson, My- 
ler, Vincens, Debarrey, Savadge, Lavin, 
- Hoehn, Zimmerman, Burke, representing 
1,236 votes. 

The^otal vote was 13,685, of which Mr. 
Gompers received 12,449 and Mr. Kreft 
1,236. 

The chair declared Samuel Gompers re- 
elected for the ensuing year. 

President Gompers^ then addressed the 
Convention in part as follows: 

Mr. Chairman and Fellow Delegates— 
May I express my appreciation and grati- 
tude for your- renewed expression of con- 
fidence in me? It is unnecessary, I take 
it, for me to make any promise to you of 
what my course shall be during the coming 
year. I take it that the course I have 
pursued in the past ought to stand as a 
much better guarantee than any promise 
that I might make to you today, any 

fledge that I would take or anything that 
might coin into words as conveying my 
judgment. 

I can only say this to you — that it shall 
be my constant course as president of the 
American Federation of Labor as a union 
man to give you no cause for regret that 
you have placed confidence In me. It is 
true that years are creeping upon me. I 
am not unmindful of them, but I believe 
myself to be as qualified to perform service 
in the cause of labor now as at any time 
during my whole life. 

If time has given me years it has also 

given me experience and perhaps a little 
etter and riner judgment. I want to give 
in return to the wage-earners of our coun- 
try the results and the benefits that those 
opportunities have given me to acquire that 
experience and judgment. 

My highest purpose is to serve the cause 
of labor. I have no other ism, I have no 
other fad. I am committed to nothing but 
the trades union movement. 

In my judgment, reached after mature 
thought and study and consideration, the 
trades union movement per se, the trades 
union movement witn any and all of its 
faults, is the movement of the wage- 
earning class to secure improvement in 
their condition as wage-earne|s today, 
and to secure final emancipation in the time, 
to come. 

To me the trades union movement cannot 
and will not be subordinated to anything 
on earth. The trades unions and the trades 
union movement are the formation of the 
organization of the wage workers of today, 
and will be far more important in de- 
termining the destinies of the people of 
our country and the world than any other 
human agency, and believing this, my 
whole being permeated with that convic- 
tion, I can say that all things must, so far 
as I can help to shape them, be formed to 
serve the great and noble and high purpose 
of the trades union movement. 

I did not intend to say that which I have 
said. It was simply in my mind to rise If 
occasion demanded to thank you, but the 
language of our chairman in Introducing 
me made it scarcely possible for me to sit 
down with a simple expression of thanks. 



President Gompers' remarks were heart- 
ily applauded. 

The chair then called for nominations 
for first vice-president. 

Delegate Barter nominated James Dun- 
can, the present incumbent. 

Delegate Lee seconded the nomination. 

On motion the nominations were closed 
and the secretary was instructed to cast a 
vote for Delegate Duncan as the unani- 
mous choice of the convention for first 
vice-president. 

Vice-President Duncan addressed the 
convention in his inimitable way and 
thanked the delegates heartily for the sen- 
timent expressed in their unanimous vote. 

The chair then called for nominations 
for second vice-president. 

Delegate O'Brien" nominated John Mitch- 
ell, the present incumbent. 

On motion the nominations were closed 
and the secretary was instructed to cast 
the unanimous vote of the convention for 
Mr. Mitchell for second vice-president. 

Vice-President Mitchell responded in fit- 
ting terms and thanked the delegates for 
the honor conferred upon him in re-electing 
him unanimously. 

The chair then called for nominations 
for third vice-president. 

Delegate Bradley nominated James 
O'Connell for re-election. 

The nominations were then closed and 
the secretary was instructed to cast the 
vote of the delegates for Mr. O'Connell as 
their unanimous choice for third vice-pres- 
ident. 

Vice-President O'Connell acknowledged 
the compliment conferred upon him and 
thanked the delegates for their renewed 
expression of confidence in him. 

The chair then called for nominations for 
the office of fourth vice-president. 

Delegate Bahlhorn nominated the present 
incumbent, Max Morris. 

On motion the nominations were closed 
and the secretary cast the vote of the con- 
vention for Mr. Morris. 

Vice-President Morris thanked the dele- 
gates In a few well chosen words. 

The chair then called for nominations 
for fifth vice-president. 

Delegate Keyes nominated Walter Mac- 
arthur. 

Delegate Macarthur declined. 

Delegate Cable nominated the present in- 
cumbent, Thos. I. Kidd. 

Delegate Bohnen nominated John W. 
Slayton. 
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Delegate Wheeler seconded Delegate Slay- 
ton's nomination. 
The nominations were then closed, 
The vote for the fifth vice-president re- 
suited as follows: ' 

For Kidd: Allied Metal Mechanics' dele- 

§ation, Barbers' delegation, Blacksmiths* 
elegation, McMahon (Jtoes), Boilermak- 
ers' delegation, Tobin (J. F.Ji, Lovely, Brew- 
ery Workers' delegation. Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers' delegation, Fyfe, Mc- 
pherson, Henry (J. S.), Cement Workers* 
delegation, Gotnpers, Tracy, Wood, Cierks' 
delegation, Cable, Hughes (A. C>), Reidy, 
Electrical Workers' delegation, Feeney, 
Steam Engineers' delegation, Stationary 
Firemen's delegation, Larkin, Curran, 
White (Henry). Rickert, Grossman, Glass 
Blowers' delgation, Morris (J. J.), Granite 
Cutters' delegation. Hatters* delegation, 
Larsen, Horseshoers delegation, Hotel and 
• Restaurant Employes and Bartenders' dele- 
gation, Iron and Steel Workers' delega- 
tion, Vollmer, Lathers' delegation, Laundry 
Workers' delegation, Huber, Roach (John), 
Longshoremen r s delegation, Machinists' 
^delegation, Drinkwater, Maintenance of 
Way Employes' delegation, Meat Cutters' 
and Butcher Workmen's delegation, Metal 
Polishers' delegation, Sheet Metal Workers' 
delegation, United Mine Workers' delega- 
tion, Iron Moulders' delegation, Musicians' 
delegation, Bahlhorn, Gilberston, Paper- 
makers' delegation, Wilson (James); Piano 
and Organ Workers' delegation, Rooney, 
Hailes, Printing Pressmen's delegation, 
Richmond, Street Railway Employes' dele- 
gation, Tanquary, Edwards (T. J.), Sea- 
men's delegation, Keves, Ross, Hart, Will- 
iams (G. W.), Schwab, Tailors' delegation, 
Teamsters' delegation, Textile Workers' 
delegation, Franke, Tobacco Workers' dele- 
gation, McDonough, Lynch (J. M.), Gar- 
rett, Nuernberger. Morrison (Frank), Hunt- 
er, Woodworkers . delegation, ^ughes (T. 
L.), Perkins, White (J. P.), McLaughlin (C. 
J.), Poplowsky, >Gurr, Casey (J. J.), Cum- 
mlngs (W. P.), Hirsch, Simmons, Coleman, 
Elmer, Jones (David), Clay, Reark, Ken- 
ney, Parker (Mrs. N. D.), Graney, Dono- 
van (Jeremiah), Ford, Smith (J. T.), Nu 
gent (W. J.), Barrett (John), Cohen, Powell 
(P. J.), O'Leary, Wulf, Clancy, Gottlob, 
Feltus, Welsh (P.), Porter. Edwards (J. B), 
Holland, Tully, Nightingale, McKee, 
Bowen, Ryall, Berry, Kane, Schneider, Mac- 
arthur, McKelvey, Debarrey, Feyder, Con- 
nor (M. J.), Doll, Sabel, Payne, Peetz, 
Wynn (I. G.), Pacelli, Hoehn. Borden, 
Swift, Collins (M. D.), Mallory. Whiteman, 
Borden. Gillooley, McArdle, Buthe, Cald- 
well, Haskell, Wingerter, Borden, Keenan, 



Borden, Timilty, Downing (J. P.), Stan- 
ner, Bickler, Darcv. Murphy, Bohm, repre- 
senting 10,654 votes. 

For Slay ton: Schaerer, Bookbinders' - 
delegation, Carey (J. F.), Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers' delegation, Brotherhood 
of Carpenters' delegation, Jackson* (John), 
Fish, Barnes, Mikol, Taylor, Kaufman, Alt- 
man, Chuck, Cunliffe, United Metal Work- 
ers' delegation, Kneeland, Plumbers' delega- 
tion, Van Fossan, Quick, Carr, Hayes (fit 
S.), Williams (D. U.), Mahoney (P.), Fildew, 
Van Fossan, Quick, Carr, Haves (M. S.), 
Williams (D. U.), Mahoney (P.), Fildew, 
Leonard, Currie, Heaiey (B. F.), Casey 
(Louis), Spittal, Markey (H. A.), Kelley (J. 
W.), Morrison (A. W.), Moore (Thomas), 
Reld (J. J.), Flanagan, McKeigue, Finn, 
Maloney (R. S.), Stuart, Drake, Browning, 
Sheehan, Ainey, Ballard, Donovan 
(Michael), Kreft, Swartz, Hatch, Neal, Ar- 
vidson, Burman, Zaring, Vincens, Dewar, 
Savadge, Muldoon, Dale, O'Connell (M. J.), 
Roche (E. J.), Lavin. Scully (Rosa), 
Bankow, White (J. O.), Faller, Zimmerman, 
representing 2,677 votes. 

The total number of votes was 13,331, of 
which Mr. Kidd received 10,654 and Mr. 
Slayton 2,677. 

Nominations for sixth vice-president 
were then called for. 

Delegate Ryan nominated D. A. Hayes 
for re-election. 

On motion the nominations closed and 
the secretary cast the unanimous vote of 
the delegates for Mr. Hayes.- 

Vice-President Hayes expressed his ap- 
preciation of the confidence of the delegates 
pledging himself to continue to put forth 
his best efforts in behalf of the organiza- 
tion. 

The chair then called for nominations for 
the newly created office of seventh vice-^ 
president. 

Delegate Mitchell nominated D. J. Keefe. 

Delegate Frank Duffy nominated James 
F. Grimes. 

Delegate Richmond nominated L. W* 
Quick. ^ 
- Delegates J. L. Bahlhorn, Wm. Sponoor. 
D. D. Drlscoll and H. Elchelbergor wore 
also nominated, but declined. 

The convention then took a recess until 
2 P. M. 
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The convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at 2 o'clock. / 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), McNeil, Mar- 
tindale, Zepp, Cabel, Feeney, Rickert, 
Towey, Cotter, Powell (W. O.), Scaife, 
Wasley, Fitzgibben, Scott (J. A.), Dix, Mc- 
Knight, Winslow (C. H.), Cornish, Lin- 
coln, Powell (George), Engel, Curley (J. F.), 
Neary, Hill (A. E.), Ferguson, Murphy (P. 
J.), Ridwell, Thomas, Daly, Hunt, Scully 
(P. J.), Schardt, Fossberg, Collins (T. J.), 
Irvin, Scollin, Hitchcock (W. H.), Sinclair, 
Mahoney (D. D.), Laplant, Curtis, Keene, 
Sartoan, Duffy (O. H.), Brandon, Henry 
(Frank), Jones (W. D.), O'Keefe, Davis, 
Largay, Hinchey, Whitney, Lawler, Hulse, 
Hatch, Ryall, Holloway, Dodd, McKelvey, 
Clarke (E. R.), Myler, Powell, Dolan, Kuhn, 
Tyson, Harskowitch, Moore (J. J.), Brayer, 
Barnett (C. P.), Henderson (W. F.), Gos- 
line, Paterson, Cardiff, White (William), 
Burton, Lynch (C. P.). Dinneen, Hodges, 
Mallory, Reed (W. A.), Cannon, Dervin, 
Gilpin, Butler, Faulkerson, Cooper (J. A.), 
Schmatterlee, Studd, Marsh, Page, Bankow, 
Tussiny, McLaughlin (P.), Gascoyne, Mad- 
den, Kidd (W. C), Graham. Morlin, Ander- 
son, Field, Doran, Walsh (Richard), Field- 
stack, Downey (J. P.), K in S» Bo ?: le !> 
Gately, Mullee, Stanner, Scott (Timothy), 
Lederer. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

The roll was then called for the elec- 
tion of seventh vice-president with the fol- 
lowing result: 

For Keefe: Allied Metal Mechanics' 
delegation, Barbers' delegation, Black- 
smiths' delegation, Boilermakers' delega- 
tion;, 89 votes; Bookbinders' delegation, 
Lovely, Brewery Workers' delegation, Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' delega- 
tion, Fyfe, McPherson, Clerks' delegation, 
Feeney. Kaufmann, Glass Bottle Blow- 
ers' delegation, Granite Cutters' delegation, 
Hatters* delegation, Horseshoers' delega- 
tion, Hotel and Restaurant Employes and 
Bartenders' delegation, Iron and Steel 
Workers' delegation, Longshoremen's dele- 
gation, Machinists' delegation, Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workmen's delegation, Metal 
Polishers' delegation, United Mine Workers' 
delegation, Iron Moulders' delegation. Mu- 
sicians' delegation, Rooney, Kelley (J. S.), 
Printing Pressmen's delegation, Street Rail- 
way Employes' delegation, Ross, Stage Em- 
ployes* delegation, Tailors' delegation, Tex- 
tile Workers' delegation, Tobacco Work- 
ers* delegation, McDonough, Typographical 
Union delegation, Hunter, Woodworkers' 
delegation, Perkins, White (J. P.), Mc- 



Laughlin (C. J.), Hirsh, Elmer, Fosdlck, 
Reark, Parker (Mrs. N. D.), Ford, B^inn, 
Coker, Nugent (W. J.), Cohen, O'Leary, 
Clancy, Gottlob, Feltus, Welsh (P.), Por- 
ter, Bowen, Schneider, Harris, Debarrey, 
Roche (E. J.), Sabel, Lavin, Peetz, Wynn 
(I. G.). Mallory, Whiteman, Buthe, Cald- 
well, Haskell, Wingerter, Timilty, Down- 
ing, Stanner, Bickler, representing 8,030 
votes. 

For Grimes: McMahon (James), Boiler- 
makers' delegation, 89 votes; Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers' delegation, Car- 
penters' delegation, Jackson (John), Ce- 
ment Workers* delegation, Gompers, Tracy, 
Wood. Electrical Workers' delegation, Tay- 
lor, Steam Engineers' delegation, Station- 
ary Firemen's delegation, White (Henry), 
Altraan, Chuck, Rickert, Grossman, Cunliffe, 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers' dele- 
gation, Vollmer, Langlands, Laundry Work- 
ers' delegation, Downey (P. J.), Wheeler 
(C. D.), Painters' delegation. Paper Mak- 
ers' delegation, Piano and Orgau Workers' 
delegation, Spencer, Hunt, Hailes, Ed- 
wards (T. J.), Keyes, Williams (G. W.), 
Teamsters' delegation, Williams (D. U.), 
Hughes (T. L.), Fildew, Leonard, Poplovv- 
sky, Gurr, Casey (J. J.), Sullivan (G. B.), 
Currie, Casey (Louis), Cummings (W. P.), 
Spittal, Markey (H. A.). Simmons, Driscoll, 
Morrison (A. W.), Moore (Thomas), Fuller, 
Jones (David), Clay, Reid (J. J.), Flanagan, 
Smith (T. T.), Maloney R. S.), Stuart, 
Drake, Barrett (John), Ainey, Wulf, Ed- 
wards (J. B.), Holland, Ballard, Donovan, 
(Michael), Swartz, Thompson, Neal, Mc- 
Kelvey, Burman, Zaring, Dewar, Feyder, 
Connor, Doll, Savadge, Muldoon, Dale, 
O'Connell (M. J.), Harney, Payne, Scully 
(Rosa), Pacelli, Swift, Bankow, Morlin, 
Borden, Gillooley. Borden, Keenan, Borden, 
Darcy, representing 4,180 votes. 

For Quick: Schaerer, Fish, Barnes, 
Coopers' delegation, Reddv, Curran, Mor- 
ris iJ. J.), Roach (John), Drinkwater, Kur- 
ten (H. C.), United Metal Workers' delega- 
tion, Van Fossan, Richmond, Railroad 
Telegraphers' delegation, Seamen's delega- 
tion, Mahoney (PJ, Kelley (J. W.). Mc- 
Keigue, Browning, Sheehan, Kreft. Hatch, 
Arvidson, Macarthur, Vincens, Hoehu, Mc- 
Laughlin (P.), representing 995 votes. 

The total vote was 13,205, of wfiich Mr. 
Keefe received 8,030, Mr. Grimes 4,180, and 
Mr. Quick 995. 

The chair declared D. J. Keefe elected. 

Mr. Keefe made a few brief remarks, 
thanking the delegates heartily for the 
honor conferred upon him. 

Nominations were then requested for 
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eighth vice-president, which ta also a new 
office. 

Delegate Tveitmoe nominated Wm. Spen- 
cer. 

Delegate Wilson nominated W. H. Sher- 
man. 

Delegate Duncan seconded the nomina- 
tion of Wm. Spencer. 

Delegate Bohnen nominated Thos. Mc- 
Govern. 

Delegate Macarthur seconded the nomine 
tion of W. H. Sherman. 

Delegate Richmond nominated Dan W. 
Richmond. 

Delegate Whiteman nominated Albert 
Ilibbert. 

On motion the nominations were then 
closed and the roll was called with the 
following result: 

For Spencer: Allied Metal Mechanics' 
delegation, Barbers' delegation, Boiler- 
makers' delegation, Tobin (J. P.), Lovely, 
Buchanan, Duffy (Frank), Duffy (P. F.), 
.Wheeler (F. C), Grimes, Cement Workers' 
delegation, Gompers, Casey, Wood, Clerks' 
delegation, Feeney, Altman, Hayes (D. A.), 
CunliflCe, Granite Cutters' delegation, Hod 
Carriers' delegation, Iron and Steel Work- 
ers' delegation, Longshoremen's delegation, 
O'Connell (James), Drinkwater, Main- 
tenance of Way Employes' delegation, 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workers 7 dele- 
gation, 127 votes; Kurten, United Mine 
Workers' delegation, Iron Moulders' dele- 
gation, Musicians' delegation, Bahlhorn, 
Carrick, Gilbertson, Hancock, Piano and 
Organ Workers' delegation, Plumbers' dele- 
gation, Operative Potters' delegation, Hig- 
gins, McDonald, Williams (G. W.), Tailors' 
delegation, Teamsters' delegation, Tobacco 
Workers' delegation, McDonough, Typo- 
graphical Union delegation, Williams (D. 
U.>, Hughes (T. L.), White (J. P.), Pop- 
lowsky, Gurr, Casey, Spittal, Markey (H. 
A.), Kelley (J. W.), Morrison (A. W.), 
Fuller, Fosdick, Clay, Kenney, Drake, 
Powell (P. J.), Ainey, Feltus, Welsh (P.), 
Ballard, Swartz, Thompson, Neal, Bowen, 
Arvidson, Henderson (W. D.), Savadge, 
O'Connell (M. J.), Sabel, Harney, Payne, 
Peetz, Wynn, Borden, Turnt, Morlin, 
Buthe, Caldwell, Haskell. Wingertf-r. 
Timilty, Zimmerman, Darcy, Murphy (L. 
E.), representing 7,945 votes. 

For Sherman (H. W.): McMahon 
(James), Bookbinders' delegation, Kemper, 
Ward, Brick Tile and Terra Cotta Work- 
ers' delegation, Winslow (C. W.), Amalga- 
mated Carpenters' delegation, Henrv (J. S.), 
Coopers' delegation, Reidy, Electrical 
Workers' delegation, Steam Engineers' 
delegation, Stationary Firemen's delega- 
tion, Curran, White (Henry), Kaufman, 
Chuck, Rickert, Agard, Horseshoers' dele- 
gation. Hotel and Restaurant Employes' 
delegation, Vollmer, Lathers' delegation, 
Roach (John), Creamer (J. J.), Warner, 
Ireland, Hammerstrom, Meat Cutters' and 
Butcher Workmen's delegation, 126 votes; 
Metal Polishers' delegation, Wheeler (C. 
D.), United Metal Workers' delegation, 
Kneeland, Papermakers' delegation, Wilson 



(James), Rooney, O'Hare, Street Railway 
Employes' delegation, Edwards (T. J.), 
Seamen's delegation, Keyes, Stage Em- 
ployes' delegation, Schwab, Woodworkers' 
delegation, Perkins, Sullivan, Healey (B. 
F.), Simmons, Driscoll, Coleman, Moore, 
Reark, Reid (J. J.), Flanagan, Trownsell, 
Ford, Gurley, McKeigue, Barrett (John), 
Gottlob, Holland, Nightingale, Broderick, 
Macarthur, Harris, Dempsey (D.), Vincens, 
Doll, Dale, Roche (E. J.), Pacelli, Collins 
(M. D.), Gillooley, Sodekson, Downing (J. 
P.), Mullee, representing $827 votes. 

For McGovern: Schaerer, Carey (J. F.), 
McGovern, Jennings, Bohnen, Fish, Huber, 
Downey (P. J.), Mahoney (P.), Donovan 
(Jeremiah), Flun, Maloney (R. S.), Kreft, 
Kane, Schneider, Burman, Muldoon, Scully 
(Rosa), Hoehn, White (J. O.), Bickler, rep- 
resenting 721 votes. 

For Richmond: Murphy (P. F.), Black- 
smiths' delegation, Gaestel, Slayton, Mc- 
Pherson, Barnes, Grossman, Morris (J. J.), 
Richmond, Railroad Telegraphers' delega- 
tion, Franke, Casey (Louis), Elmer, Woods, 
Smith (J. T.), Sheehan, Wulf, Tully, Berry, 
Debarrey, Feyder, Lavin, representing 663 
votes. 

For Hibbert : Ross, Textile Workers' 
delegation, McLaughlin -4C. J.), O'Leary, 
Donovan (M.), Connor, Whiteman, repre- 
senting 180 votes. 

The total vote was 13,316, of which Mr. 
Spencer received 7,945, Mr. Sheridan 3.827, 
Mr. McGovern 721, Mr. Richmonl 663, and 
Mr. Hibbert 180. 

The chair declared Wm. Spencer elected. 

Mr. Spencer thanked the delegates and 
pledged himself to do all in his power to 
merit their confidence. 

The chair then called for nominations 
for treasurer. 

Delegate Henry nominated John B. Len- 
non for re-election. 

The nominations were then closed and 
the secretary was instructed to cast the 
unanimous vote of the convention for the 
re-election of Treasurer Lennon. 

Treasurer Lennon expressed his thanks, 
assuring the delegates that he would per- 
form his duties as faithfully in the future 
as he had in the past. 

The chair then called for nominations for 
secretary. 

Delegate Wheeler nominated the present 
incumbent, Frank Morrison, for re-election. 

On motion the nominations closed and 
the president was directed to cast the 
unanimous vote of the convention* for Secre- 
tary Morrison. x 

Secretary Morrison made a few remarks, 
thanking the delegates for their evident ap- 
preciation of his services. 

At the close of his remarks Secretary 
Morrison was presented with a beautiful 
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basket of flowers bearing a card with the 
following inscription: 

"With best wishes for your future suc- 
cess. From the Washington True Blues." 

The chair then called for nominations for 
first fraternal delegate to Great Britain. 

Delegate Maloney nominated W. D. 
Ryan. * 

Delegate Lynch seconded the nomina- 
tion of Mr. Ryan. 

Delegate Henry also seconded Mr. Ryan's 
nomination. 

The nominations then closed and on mo- 
tion the secretary cast the unanimous vote * 
of the convention for Delegate Ryan. 

Mr. Ryan thanked the convention heart- 
ily. 

The chair then called for nominations 
for second fraternal delegate to Great 
Britain. 

Delegate Kneeland nominated D. D. 
Driscoll. 

Delegate Murphy nominated Charles Nel- 
son. 

Delegate McGovern nominated W. D. 
Mahon. 
The nominations then closed. 
The roll call resulted as follows: 

For Driscoll: Utting, Schaerer, Barbers' 
delegation, Murphy (P. F.), McMahon 
(James), Boilermakers' delegation, 89 votes; 
Bookbinders' delegation^, Tobin (J. F) 
Lovely, Ward, Brick Tile and Terra Cotta 
Workers delegation, Jennings, Brotherhood 
of Carpenters' delegation, McPherson, 
Henry (J. S.), Barnes, Coopers' delegation, 
Kcidy, Glass. Monaghan, Stationary Fire- 
men's delegation, Curran, Altman, Chuck 
Grossman, Glass Bottle Blowers' delegation' 
Morris (J. J.), Horseshoers' delegation, 
Hotel and Restaurant and Bartenders' dele- 
gation, Iron and Steel Workers' delegation, 
Vollmer Lathers' delegation, Laundry 
Workers' delegation, Huber, Roach (John), 
Drinkwater, Maintenance of Way Em- 
ployes' delegation, Meat Cutters' and 
Butcher Workmen's delegation, Downing 
(P. B.), Wheeler (C. D.), Kurten, IroS 
Moulders' delegation, Painters' delegation, 
Papermakers' delegation, Wilson (James), 
Piano and Organ Workers' delegation, 
Rooney, Operative Potters' delegation, 
Printing Pressmen's delegation, Edwards 
(T. J.), Seamen's delegation, Keyes, Stage 
Employes' delegation, Williams (G. W.), 
Schwab, Lennon, Teamsters' delegation, 
Franke, Carr, McDonough, Engel, Kidd (T. 
L), Mulcahy, Gebeleln, Williams (D. U.), 
Hughes (T. L.), Perkins, Mahoney (P.), 
McLaughlin (C. J.), Gurr, Casey (J. J.), 
Healey (B. F.), Spittal, Markey (H. A.), 
Simmons, Driscoll. Kelley (J. W.), Morri- 
son (A. W.), Scully (D. J.), Elmer, Camp- 
bell, Clay, Reark, Canney, Flanagan, Gur- 
ley, Smith (J. T.), Finn, Maloney (R. S.), 
Barret (John), Cohen, Powell (P. J.), 
O'Leary, Ainey, Wulf, Clancy, Feltus, 
Largay, Hinchey, Donovan (M.), Swartz, 
Bowen, Ryall, Kane, Arvldson, Schneider, 



Broderick, Harris, Burman, Vincens, De- 
barrey, Feyder, Doll, Savadge, Muldoou, 
O'Connell (M. J.), Sabel, Harney, Scully 
(Rosa), Wynn (I. G.), Pascelli, Collins (M. 
D.), Turnt, Gillooley, Buthe, Caldwell, 
Haskell, Wiugeiter, Keenan, Coyle, Sodek- 
son, Timilty, White (J. O.), Downing (J. 
P.), Lederer, Faller, Zimmerman, Bickler, 
Darcy, Murphy (L. E.), representing 6,358 
votes. 

For Nelson: Mulholland, Devlin, Black- 
smiths' delegation, Boilermakers' delega- 
tion, 89 votes; Buchanan, Winslow (C. W.), 
Amalgamated Carpenters' delegation, Fish, 
Cement Workers' delegation, Gompers, 
Tracy, Wood, Clerks' delegation, Electrical 
Workers' delegation, Feeny, McMahon (P.), 
White (Henry), Kaufman, Granite Cutters' 
delegation, Hod Carriers and Building 
Laborers' delegation, Longshoremen's dele- 

fation, Machinists' delegation, Downey (P. 
.), United Metal Workers' delegation, 
United Mine Workers' delegation, Plumb- 
ers' delegation, Richmond, Qualey, Typo- 
graphical Union delegation, White (J. P.), 
Poplowsky, Reid (J. J.), Gottlob, Tully, 
Kreft, Berry, Macarthur, McKelvey, Con- 
nor, Roche (E. J.), representing 5,750 votes. 
For McMahon: Kemper, Gaestel, Mc- 
Govern, Rickert, Dutle, Musicians' delega- 
tion, Plumbers' delegation, 50 votes; Street 
Railway Employes' delegation, Railroad 
Telegraphers' delegation, Textile Workers' 
delegation, Tobacco Workers' delegation, 
Braunschweig, Fildew, Moore (Thomas), 
Jones (David), Graney, Ford, Welsh (Pat- 
rick), Borden, representing 1,142 votes. 

The total vote was 13,250, of which Mr. 
Driscoll received 6,358, Mr. Nelson 5,750, 
and Mr. Mahon 1,142. 

As neither of the candidates received 
a majority of the votes cast a second ballot 
was necessary. 

On the second ballot the name of Mr. 
Mahon was dropped and the names of 
Messrs. Driscoll and Nelson were voted on 
with the following result: 

For Driscoll: Utting. Schearer, Barbers' 
delegation, Murphy (P. F.), McMahon 
(James), Tobin (J. F.), Lovely, Ward, 
Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers* dele- 
gation, McGovern, Jennings, Brotherhood 
of Carpenters' delegation, McPherson, Hen- 
ry (J. S.), Gengenback, Barnes, Coopers' 
delegation Reidy, Taylor, Glass, Monaghon, 
Stationary Firemen's delegation, Larkin, 
Curran, Altman, Chuck, Rickert, Gross- 
man, Glass Bottle Blowers' delegation, 
Morris (J. J.), Hatters' delegation, Smyth, 
Horseshoers' delegation, Hotel and Restau- 
rant Employes and Bartenders' delegation. 
Iron and Steel Workers' delegation, Voll- 
mer, Lathers' delegation, Laundry Work- 
ers' delegation, Huber, Roach (John), 
Drinkwater, Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen's delegation, Metal Polishers' 
delegation, Wheeler (C. D.), Kurteu, Iron 
Moulders' delegation, Painters' delegation. 
Paper Makers' delegation, Wilson (James), 
Piano and Organ Workers' delegation. 
Operative Potters' delegation, Printing 
Pressmen's delegation, Richmond, Street 
Railway Employes' delegation, fcaliroad 
Telegraphers' delegation, Edwards (T. J.), 
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Seamen's delegation, Keyes, Stage Em- 
ployes' delegation, Tailors' delegation. 
Teamsters' delegation, Textile Workers' 
delegation, 300 votes; Franke, Tobacco 
Workers' delegation, Carr, McDonough, 
Hunter, Kidd (T. I.), Mulcahy, Williams 
(D. U.), Hughes (T. L.), Fildew, McLaugh- 
lin (C. J.), Poplowsky, Gurr, Casey (J. J.), 
Sullivan, Healey (B. F.), Casey (Louis), 
Spittal, Simmons. Driscoll, Kelley (J. W.), 
Morrison (A. W.)» Elmer, Fuller, Jones 

i David), Clay, Reark, Kinney, Flanagan, 
iUnn, Maloney (R. S.), Stuart, Barrett 
(John), Powell (P. J.), O'Leary, Ainey, 
Wulf, Clancy, Feltus, Welsh (P.), Porter, 
Holland, Largay, Donovan (M.V, Hatch, 
Thompson, Neal, Bowen, ltyall, Kane, Ar- 
vidsou. Schneider, Broderick, Harris, Bur- 
man, t>empsey (p.), Zaring, Vincens, De- 
barrey, Doll, Savadge, Muldoon, Dale, 
O'Connell (M. J.), Caldwell, Haskell, Win- 
gerter, Borden, Keenan, Coyle, Sodekson, 
Timllty. Borden, White (J. C), Downing 
(J. P.), Faller, Zimmerman, Bickler, Darcy, 
Murphy (L. E.), Sabel, Lavta, Paine, Peets, 
Scully (Rosa), Wynn (I. G.), Pacelli, Bor- 
den, Collins (Mi D.), Turnt, McLaughlin 
(P.), Morlin, Borden, Buthe, representing 
6,990 votes. 

For Nelson: Mulhollajid, Devlin, Black- 
smiths' delegation, Boiler Makers* delegation, 
Kemper, Gaestel, Buchanan, Winslow (C. 
W.), Amalgamated Carpenters' delegation, 
Fish, Tveitmoe, Gompers, Tracy, Wood, 
Clerks' delegation, Electrical Workers' dele- 
gation, Feeney, White (Henry), Kaufman, 
Granite Cutters' delegation, Larsen, Long- 
shoremen's delegation, Machinists' delega- 
tion, Downey (P. J.), United Metal Workers' 
delegation, United Mine Workers' delega- - 
tion, Musicians' delegation. Plumbers' dele- 
gation, Schwab, Textile Workers' delega- 
tion, 50 votes; Typographical Union delega- 
tion, Braunschweig, Gebelein, White (J. 
1M. Leonard, Cummings (W. P.). Hirsch, 
Reid (J. J.), Ford, Drake, Gottlob, Tully, 
Kreft, Macarthur, Connor. Roche (E. J.), 
Hoehn. Whiteman, representing 0.193 votes. 

The total vote on the second ballot was 
13,185, of which Mr. Driscoll received 
6,990, and Mr. Nelson 6,195. 

Delegate Driscoll was declared elected. 

Delegate Nelson thanked his friends for 
their support and moved that Delegate 
Driscoll's election be made unanimous. 

The motion was adopted. 

Delegate Driscoll briefly expressed his 
thanks for the honor conferred upon him 
and assured the delegates that he would 
endeavor to represent them in Great 
Britain in a creditable manner. 

President Gompers then announced that 
Fraternal Delegates Mullen and O'Grady of 
Great Britain were about to leave for New 
York and desired to bid the delegates good- ' 
bye. 

Delegate Mullen expressed the gratitude 
of himself and his brother delegate, James 
O'Grady, for the hearty welcome accorded 
them in Boston. 

Delegate O'Grady said that although it 



was probable that he would never again 
have the pleasure of meeting a good many 
of the delegates, yet by a sort of psychic 
influence he would always be with them iu 
spirit. 

He said he had already indicated what 
he thought were the principal dangers con- 
fronting this country. It is accomplishing 
great things in the world of industry, and 
is destined to accomplish great things in 
the future. 

"Never allow your nation to go astray, 
because you represent the salt of human 
nature, the backbone and sinew and 
muscle of that power which has gone to 
build it up and make it a great nation. 

"I hope that God will give you wisdom 
and judgment to sway the counsels of your 
nation, and when these dangers confront 
you that you will be able to steer the ship 
of state safely through the shoals that may 
threaten to engulf it. I bid you, one and 
all, goodby." 

Delegates Mullen and O'Grady were 
heartily applauded and were given three 
cheers as they left the hall. 

The chair then called for nominations for 
fraternal delegate to Canada. 

Delegate Shaffer \ nominated John U. 
Richards. 

On motion the nominations were closed 
and the secretary was instructed to cast 
the unanimous vote of the delegates for Mr. 
Richards. 

Delegate Richards thanked the Conven- 
tion in a few brief but well-chosen words. 

The chair then announced that nomina- 
tions for a city in which to hold the next 
convention were in order. 

Delegate Lennon nominated San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Delegates Tveitmoe, Marks and Cole 
seconded the nomination. 

Delegate Debarrey nominated St. Louis, 
Mo. 

Delegate Hayes nominated Indianapolis. 

Delegate Richmond nominated Milwau- 
kee, Wis. / 

Chicago was also nominated. 

The nominations were then closed. 

The ballot resulted as follows: 

For San Francisco: Mulholland, Utting, 
Schaerer, Blacksmiths' delegation, Tobin 
(J. F.), Lovely, Brewery Workers' delega- 
tion, Buchanan, Winslow (C. W.). Wheeler 
(F. C), Slay ton. Bohnen, Fish, Tveitmoe. 
Cigarmakers' delegation, Morris (Max), 
Electrical Workers' delegation. Shnmp. 
Rickert, Grossman, Granite Cutters' dele- 
gation, Hotel and Restaurant Employes' 
a«d Bartenders' delegation, Iron and Steel 
Workers' delegation, Longshoremen's dele- 
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fatlon, Machinists' delegation, Drinkwater, 
chmidt, Eicheiberger, United Mine Work- 
ers' delegation, Iron Moulders' delegation, 
Piano and Organ Workers* delegation, 
Plumbers' delegation, Printing Pressmen's 
delegation, Street Hallway Employes' dele- 
gation, Railroad Telegraphers' delegation, 
Seamen's delegation, Williams (G. W.), 
Tailors' delegation, Teamsters' delegation, 
Tobacco Workers' delegation, Typographical 
Union delegation, 218 votes; Mufcahy, Will- 
iams (D. U.), Leonard, Poplowsky, Gurr, 
Hirsch, Simmons, Drake, Powell (P. J.), 
Porter, Holland, Bowen, Savadge, Dale, 
Scully (Rosa), Pacelli, Tlmilty, representing 
8,193 votes. 

For Indianapolis: Barbers' delegation, 
Boilermakers' delegation, MeGovern. Jen- 
nings, Duffy (Frank), Duffy $P. F.), Grimes, 
Fyfe, Jackson, McPherson, Henry (J. S.). 
O Brien (J. R.), Robiuson, Devine, Loben- 
burg, Coopers' delegation, Feeney, Steam 
Engineers' delegation, Healey (Timothy), 
Klrley (John), Curran, White (Henry), Kaut- 
man, Altman, Chuck, Glass Bottle Blowers* 
delegation, Hatters' delegation, Larsen, 
Horseshoers' delegation, Vollmer. Lathers' 
delegation, Laundry Workers' delegation, 
Donnelly (M.), Call, Metal Polishers' dele- 

Sation, Sheet Metal Workers' delegation, 
lusicians' delegation. Painters' delegation, 
Papermakers' delegation, Wilson (James), 
Operative Potters' delegation, Keyes, Stage 
Employes' delegation, Schwab, Textile 
Workers' delegation, Franke, McDonough, 
Typographical Union delegation, 217 votes; 
Braunschweig, Perkins, Fildew, Casey* (J. 
J.), Sullivan, Casey (Louis), Spittal, Mar- 
key (H. A.), Kelley (J. W.). Coleman, El- 
mer, Reark, Kenney, Reid (J. J.), Parker 
(Mrs. tf. D.), Ford, Gurley, Smith (J. T.), 
Maloney (R. S.), Barrett (John), Ainey, 
Gottlob, Feltns, Tully, Donovan (M.), Mc- 



Keigue, Swartz, Neal, Arvldson, Schneider, 
Macarthur, McKelvey, Burman, Zariug, 
Vincens, Connor, Roche (E. J.), Sabel. 
Wh teman, McLaughlin (P.), Buthe, Cald- 
well, Darcy, Murphy (L. E.), representing 
4,482 votes. 

For St. Louis: Devlin, Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers' delegation, Morris 
(J. J.), United Metal Workers' delegation, 
Edwards (T. J.), Gebeiein, Morrison (A. 
W.), Debarrey, Hoehn, Borden, Freeman, 
representing 284 votes. 

For Chicago: Gengenback, Bickler, rep- 
resenting 29 votes. 

For Milwaukee: Lilien, Smyth (J. W.), 
Richmond, representing 69 votes. 

The total vote cast was 13,057, San Fran- 
else* receiving 8,193, St. Louis 284, Mil- 
waukee m 69, Indianapolis 4,482, an £ c n j. 
cago 29. 

San Francisco having received the high- 
est number of votes was announced as the 
city where the next convention would be 
held. 

Delegate Bohnen moved that when we 
adjourn were adjourn to meet at 7.30 in the 
evening. 

The motion was carried. 

Delegate Duncan moved that the privi- 
lege of the floor be given to George E. 
McNeil. 

The motion was carried and Mr. McNeil 
addressed the convention at some length. 

The convention then took a recess until 
7.30 P. M. 



TWELFTH DAY— Evening Session. 



The convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at 7.30 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Noschang, 
Deason, Murphy (P. F.), McMahon, Mc- 
Neill, Looney, Barrett (R. D.), Dougherty, 
Tobin (J. F.), Martindale. Carey (J. F.), 
Jennings, Fish, Gengenback, Cable, Hughes 
(A. C), Reldy, Feeney, Taylor, Grossman, 
Towcy, Cotter, Maher, Lilian, Shaffer, 
Vollmer, Langlands, Buckley, Hoke, Huber, 
Barter, O'Connor (T. V.), Creamer (J. J.), 
Hammerstrom, Wilson (J. T.), Boyle, Lowe, 
Kelly (W. J.), Donnelly (M.), Call, Schmidt, 
Eicheiberger, Sherman (C. O.), Scaife, Was- 
ley, Weber, Miller, Carey (D A.), Fitzglb- 
ncn, Winn (Peter), Spencer (W. J.), Scott 
(J. A.), Dlx, McKnight, Ramsay. Wlnslow 
(C. H.). Cornish, Ross, Kelly (Philip), Lin- 
coln, Satngster, Cote, Hibbert, O'Donnell, 
Powell (Geo.), Carr, Engel. Hunter, Curley 
(J. F.), Beals. Hughes (T. L.), Neary, Mc- 
Laughlin (C. J.), Sullivan, Hill (A. E.V Cur- 
rie. Healey (B. F.), Ferguson, Murphy, 
Brldwell. Markey (H. A.), Thomas, Daly, 
Hunt, Scbardt, Elmer, Fossberg, Collins 
(T. J.), Irvin, Scollin, Hitchcock (W. H.), 
Reid (J. J.), Graney. Woods, Sinclair, 



Flanagan, Donovan, Mahoney (D. D.), La- 
plant, Curtis. Keene, McKeigue, Sarman, 
Duffy (O. H.), Finn, Coker, Brandon, Stu- 
art, Nugent (W. J.), O'Leary, Henry 
(Frank), Browning, Sheehan, Jones (W. D.), 
Clancy, Feltus, O'Keefe, Davis, Edwards 
(J. B.), Largay, Hinchey, Donovan (M.), 
Lawler, Hulse, Thompson, Ryall, Berry, 
Holloway, Dodd, McKelvey, Clarke OB. R.), 
Myler, Cowell, Henderson (W. D.), Dolan, 
Doll, Savadge, Harney, Lehner, Payne, 
Peetz, Kuhn, Tyson, Hitchcock (Henry>, 
Harskowitch, Moore (J. J.). Brayer, Bar- 
nett, Gosiine, Paterson, Cardiff, White 
(Win.), Pacelli, Swift, Burton, Lynch (C. 
P.), Dinneen, Hodges, Mallory, Reed (W. 
A.). Canuon Dervin, Gilpin, Butler, Faul- 
kerson, Cooper (J. A.), Schraatterlee, Studd, 
Marsh, Page, Bankow, Tusslny, Gascoyne, 
Madden, Kidd (W. C), Graham, Morlln. 
Anderson, Field, Doran, Walshe (Richard), 
McArdle, Tobin (P. F.), Brady, Hannahan, 
Murrell, Feehan. Creamer (F.), Fleldstack, 
Donnelly (J. B), Miles, McLeod, King, 
Turner, Hapgood, Mills, Roderick, Kelley 
(James), Dillon. Wingerter. Bowler, Derri- 
gan, Ludwig, Keenan, Sodekson, Hillarri, 
Timllty, Cooper (Wm.), Russel, ' Deigle, 
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Niemchesky. Gately, Rosenfield, Freeman, 
Maloney (H. S.), Smith (Wm.)» MuJlee, 
Bolger, Stanner, Lederer, Waller, Francis, 
. Zimmerman, Klein, Clark (W. H.) 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Delegate Kemper asked if there was a 
quorum present. 

Delegate Vincens raised a point of or- 
der of no quorum. 

Delegate Vincens withdrew his point of 
order. 

Delegate Morrison moved that the Com- 
mittee on Laws be instructed to bring In 
an amendment to Section 10 of Article 
III of the Constitution. 

Delegate Duncan moved the previous 
question. 

Agreed to. 

The motion of Delegate Morrison was 
agreed to. 

Delegate Lewis for the Committee on 
Grievances resumed reading of his report. 

Delegate Bohnen spoke upon the reports 
made by the Committee on Grievances 
and the Committee on Executive Council's 
Report. 

The previous question was then moved. 

By a vote of 87 against to 68 In favor 
the motion was lost. 

A motion was then made that the sub- 
ject matter under discussion be deferred 
to permit the Committee on Laws to re- 
port in accordance with the instructions' 
of the convention. 

The motion was carried. 

Delegate Furuseth raised the point of no 
quorum. 

The chair counted 251 delegates present 
and declared a quorum present. 

The Committee on Laws reported as fol- 
lows: 

Your Committee on Laws submit the fol- 
lowing amendment to Section 10 of Ar- 
ticle III. 

*J?i£?£ e « SV n VPS two the w °rds "a ma- 
sec&n ffiiftS: " 0I *- f «" *<> that the 
A quorum for the transaction of busi- 
SSSm? ha i ! +K 0n8 i s ^ of not le8S than one- 
vention delegates attending a con- 

Committee on Laws. 
Delegate Agard moved that when the 
report of the Committee on Laws was 
adopted it go into effect Immediately. 

Delegate Kemper opposed the amend- 
ment. 

Delegate Slayton moved to amend the 



report by striking out '•one-fourth" and 
inserting one-third. 

Delegate Mitchell moved that we ad- 
journ to meet Monday morning at 9 o'clock. 

Delegate Mitchell withdrew his motion 
to adjourn. 

The amendment of Delegate Slayton was 
defeated. 

The report of the Committee on Laws 
was adopted. » 

The motion of Delegate Agard was 
adopted. 

Delegate Duncan moved that we take a 
recess until 9 o'clock Monday morning. 

Delegates Barnes objected to adjourn- 
ment. 

Delegate Maioney moved to lay the mo- 
tion to take a recess on the table. 

Adopted. 

Discussion of the report of the Commit- 
tee on Grievances was continued. 

Delegate Mulholland wanted to know ifr 
in case the decision of the arbitrator was 
enforced, they would gel back the drop 
forgers. 

Delegate Lewis, for the Committee on 
Grievances, said the question was upon th«* 
question of jurisdiction over blacksmiths' 
helpers and had not one word to say re- 
garding drop forgers. 

Delegate Agard said the committee had 
given the matter the most careful con- 
sideration. 

Delegate Kerr said the whole matter had 
been settled by the decision of an arbitrator 
and the report of the committee should be 
adopted. 

The previous question was then called 
for. 

Adopted. 

The report of the Committee on Execu- 
tive Council was adopted. 

It was moved that Resolution No. 104. 
consideration of which had been deferred 
at the morning session, be taken up. 

Agreed to. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 127.— By Delegate Joseph 
W. Kelley of Brockton Central Labor 
union : 

WHEREAS, Through the controversy be- 
tween the Brockton Central Labor Union 
and the Bakers' Union, on the question of 
un J&^^£ 1 * a , nd ™ non - ,lni011 lal >el yeast: and 

WHEREAS, The Brockton Central tabor 
Union has unseated the delegates of the 
Bakers Union for discriminating . against 
the label of the American Federation of 
Labor; 

RESOLVED, That the delegates tn Con- 
vention assembled do Instruct the General 
Executive Council to take action to protect 
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any further discrimination against the label 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council for final aetiou. 

Delegate Schaerer objected to the report 
of the committee. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Delegate Gompers moved that the Com- 
mittee on Local and Federated Bodies re- 
port on Resolution No. 102. 

Delegate Simmons, for the Committee 
on Local and Federated Bodies reported 
as follows: 

Resolution No. 102.— By Delegate Emll 
Schaerer, Bakery and Confectionery Work- 
ers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, Delegates from the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers' Local 180 of 
Brockton. Mass.,. were suspended from all 

Srivileges by the C. L. U. of Brockton, 
[ass.; and 

WHEREAS, This action taken was en- 
tirely uncalled for, as has been proven by 
circumstances which have lately come to 
our notice; be it 

RESOLVED, That the .delegates from 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers' Local 
180 of Brockton, Mass., be seated in the 
C. L. U.; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the C. L. U. of Brock- 
ton, Mass., be notified of this action imme- 
diately. 

Committee on Grievances concurs in res- 
olution, and recommends that the Execu- 



tive Council instruct all parties at interest 
that no discrimination against union label 
goods shall be permitted. 

Delegate Driscoll moved that the re- 
ports of both committees be referred to 
the Executive Council for immediate action. 

Delegate Schaerer opposed reference to 
the Executive Council so far as Resolution 
No. 102 was concerned. 

Delegate Kelly moved that pending the 
adjudication of the matter the Brockton 
Central Labor Union be instructed to re- 
instate the delegates of the Bakers' Union 
subject to the decision of the Executive 
Council. 

The previous question was then called 
for. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate Kelly's amendment was adopt- 
ed. 

Delegate Kreft asked to be excused 
from further attendance at the convention 
as he had pressing business in Philadel- 
phia. 

His request was granted. 

Delegate Furuseth moved that a recess 
be taken until 9 o'clock Sunday morning. 

The motion was lost. 

On motion the convention then took a 
recess until 9 o'clock Monday morning. 
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The Convention was called to order by 
President Goinpers at 9 o'clock. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Uttlng, Nos- 
chang, Deason, Murphy (P. F.), McMahon 
(James), Looney, Barrett (R. D.). 
Dougherty, Martindale, Carey* (J. F.), Jen- 
nings, McPherson, Fish, Cable. Hughes 
(A. C), Taylor, Glass, Healy (Timothy), 
Grossman, Towey, Cotter, Lilien, Larsen, 
, Callahan, Gunter, Shaffer, Rutledge, Voll- 
mer, Buckley, Hoke, Huber, Roach (John), 
Creamer (J. J.), Warner, Wilson (J. T.), 
Boyle, Lowe, Kelly (W. J.), Donnelly (M.), 
Call, Schmidt, Scaife, Wasley, Van Fossan, 
Scott (John A.), Dix, McKnlght, Quick, 
Ramsay, Winslow (C. H.), Frazier, Cornish, 
Ross, Kelly (Philip), Hart, Williams (G. 
W.), Lincoln, Sangster, Hibbert, O'Donnell, 
Powell (Geo.), McAndrews, Carr, Curley 
(J. F.), Williams (D. U.), Beals, Perkins, 
Neary, McLaughlin (C. J.), McHugh, 
Leonard, Sullivan, Hill (A. B.), Currie, Fer- 
guson, Murphy (P. J.), Bridwell, Cummings 
(W. P.), Hirsch, Markey (H. A.), Thomas, 
Daly, Kelley (J. W.), Hunt, Scully (D. J.), 
Schardt, Elmer, Hasselback, Fossberg, 
Collins (T. J.), Irvin, Moore (Thos.), Scol- 
lin, Hitchcock (W. H.), Fosdick, Reark, 
Graney, Woods, Sinclair, Flanagan, Dono- 
van (Jeremiah), Mahoney (D. D.), Ford, 
Laplant, Curtis, Gurley, Keene, McKeigue, 
Sarman, Duffy (O. H.), Finn, Coker, Bran- 
don, Stuart, Nugent (W. J.), O'Leary, 
Henry (Frank), Browning, Sheehan, Jones 
(W. D.), Wulf, Clancy, Feltus, O'Keefe, 
Davis, Porter, Edwards (J. B.), Largay, 
Hinchey, Whitney, Donovan (M.), Lawler, 
Kreft, Hulse, Hatch, Thompson, Ryall, 
Berry, Holloway, Dodd, Schneider, McKel- 
vey, Harris, Dempsey (D.), Clarke (E. R.), 
Myler, Cowell, Dewar, Henderson (W. D.), 
Feyder, Dolan, Connor, Doll, Sabel, Lavin, 
Harney, Lehner, Kuhn, Tyson, Hitchcock 
(Henry), Harskowitch, Moore (J. J.), Bray- 
er, Barnett, Henderson (W. F.), Wynn (I. 
G.), Gosline, Paterson, Cardiff, White 
(Wm.), Pacelli, Borden, Swift, Burton, 
Lynch (C. P.), Dinneen, Hodges, Mallory, 
Reed (W. A.), Cannon, Dervin, Turnt, Gil- 

gin, Butler, Faulkerson, Cooper (J. A.), 
chmatterlee, Studd, Marsh, Page, Bankow, 
Tussiny, McLaughlin, Gascoyne, Madden, 
Kidd (W. C), Graham, Morlin, Anderson, 
Field, Bechtold, Doran, Gillooley, Walshe 
(Richard), McArdle, Tobin (P. F.), Brady 
(James), Hannahan, Murrell, Feehan, 
Creamer (Francis), Fieldstack, Donnelly 
(J. B.), Miles, McLeod, King, Turner, Hap- 
good, Mills, Roderick, Kelley (James), Dil- 
lon, Bowler, Derrigan, Ludwig, Coyle, 
Sodekson, Hillard, Timilty, Cooper (Wm.), 
Russel, Deigle, Niemchesky, Gately, Rosen- 
feld, Maloney (Robt. S.), Smith (Wm.), 



Downing (Joseph P.), Muilee, Bolger, Stan- 
ner, Scott (Timothy), Lederer, Faller, Fran- 
cis, Zimmerman, Herr t Mullen, O'Grady, 
Simpson, Keyser. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

Michael Lynch was, on motion, seated as 
a substitute for the delegates from the 
Longshoremen's International Union, who 
were compelled to leave the city. 

Delegate Lewis, for the Committee on 
Grievances, continued his report as follows: 

Resolution No. 205.— By Delegate J. O. 
White of the Riggers' Protective Union, 
10,315: 

WHEREAS, We, the Riggers' Protective 
Union, No. 10,315, of Boston, Mass., object 
to the movement taken by the Iron Struct- 
ure Union of Boston; 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor take legal steps to pre- 
vent the Iron Structure Union from doing 
legal work, and taking the work of the 
Riggers' Protective Union arid debarring 
the riggers from the rights to which they 
are justly entitled; and be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
take immediate steps in this matter and 
prove to the Iron Structure Union that 
they are acting unfairly with unionism. A 

Committee on Grievances reports un-J 
favorably. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred In. 

Delegate White spoke against the report 
of the committee. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 261.— By Delegate E. J. 
Roche of Central Labor Union of Wash- 
ington, D. C: 

WHEREAS, There exists in the Central 
Labor Union of Washington, D. C, a 
Building Trades section; and 

WHEREAS, It became necessary to call 
out a number of trades connected with 
said section to protect several crafts in 
their attempts to further strengthen their 
locals, and among the crafts called off in 
support were three local unions of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America; and 

WHEREAS, The local members of the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners have placed their men on this 
work: therefore be It 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that we 
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condemn such action and we declare them 
strike breakers. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
as a su^si ; tute for the resolution that the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters be in- 
structed to withdraw their members from 
any jobs on which the members of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters have 
struck. 

Moved that the report of the commit- 
tee be concurred in. 

Delegate Lewis spoke in support of the 
report of the committee. 

Delegate Roche also spoke in favor of 
the committee's report. 

Delegate Duffy said they had struck in 
sympathy with other trades. 

Delegate Fyfe said the resolution should 
never have reached here. 

Delegate Qualey moved that the whole 
matter be laid upon the table. 

The motion was adopted. 

The cause of the controversy that now 
exists between the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers and the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners was submitted to 
the Committee on Grievances in the form 
of Resolutions Nos. 125, 176 and 178. 

Resolution No. 125.— By Delegates of 
Amalgamated Woodworkers : 

WHEREAS, Under instructions of the 
twenty-second Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, held at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, the question of jurisdiction over 
men employed in the preparation of build- 
ing trim and material was referred to a 
joint committee consisting of five represen- 
tatives of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and .Toiners and five representatives 
of the Amalgamated Woodworkers, with P. 
J. Downey of Albany. N. Y., who was 
elected by the representatives of the above 
named organizations as umpire; and 

WHEREAS, The representatives of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpentesrs and the 
Amalgamated * Woodworkers voluntarily 
agreed to submit the entire question of 
jurisdiction to said arbitration tribunal; 
and 

WHEREAS, Mr. P. J. Downey, the um- 
pire, rendered an award practically con- 
ceding to the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters jurisdiction over all outside work, 
and to the Amalgamated Woodworkers 
jurisdiction over all factory work; and 

WHEREAS, The Decision of the umpire 
has been studiously and persistently ig- 
nored by the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters, which has been pirating local 
unions away from the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers and undermining the latter organ- 
ization wherever the opportunity permitted, 
and in at least one instance chartering a 
union whose charter was revoked on ac- 
count of a flagrant violation of an agree- 
ment with an association of employers; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-third Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 



Labor, that the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners are hereby instructed 
that it must abide by the decision of the 
arbitration tribunal, which was organized 
under instructions of the New Orleans Con- 
vention, and that failing to do so or failure 
to enforce this decision before February 
1st, 1904, that, the Executive Council shall 
revoke the charter of the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners. 

Resolution No. 176. — By Delegate repre- 
senting the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners; 

WHEREAS, At a meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor, held at Washington, D. C, in 
June, 1903, a demand made by the Amal- 
gamated Wood Workers' International 
Union for the revocation of the charter of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America on the ground of our 
refusal to accept the recent decision of 
Umpire P. J. Downey of Albany, N. 1\, 
and also a demand made by the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters for the revo- 
cation of the charter of the Amalgamated 
Wood Workers was considered and acted 
upon ny the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor and a de- 
cision rendered by that body without no- 
tice tc the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners to appear and present ' 
their reasons therefore; and further, as 
Secretary Kidd of the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers was present in his capacity aw a 
member of said Executive Council, and at 
the same time represented the Amalgamat- 
ed Wood Workers and presented their case, 
therefore the hearing was ex-parte, the 
United Brotherhood not having the oppor- 
tunity of presenting its side of the case; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-third nn- 
rual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor set aside and annul said de- 
rision of the Executive Council and all 
action taken in consequence thereof; and 
I c it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
struct the Executive Council to hereafter 
lefrain from taking action In matters of 
this kind without first giving all parties 
in interest an opportunity of being present 
to submit their evidence and present their 
case. 

Resolution No. 178. — By Delegates repre- 
senting fhe United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America: 

WHEREAS, The Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor held four- 
teen years ago in the city of Boston, Mass., 
went on record as being favorable to the 
establishment of the universal workday of 
eight hours; and 

WHEREAS. The Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor, in 1890, 
selected the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America as being 
the best disciplined, prepared and deter- 
mined organization to lead the movement 
for a reduction in the hours of labor to 
eight hours per day; and 

WHEREAS. The United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America did leid 
the fight, and won, at great cost to the 
organization and enormous sacrifices on the 
part of its members; and 

WHEREAS. The United Brotherhood of 
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Carpenters and Joiners of America, for the 
last thirteen years, have made a fight in 
nearly every town and city under its juris- 
diction for the establishment and enforce- 
ment of an eight-hour workday; and 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Wood 
Workers' International Uuion made an 
agreement with the Manufacturing Wood 
Workers' Association of Bronx and Mount 
Vernon, N. Y., while the members of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers of America were on strike for better 
conditions: and 

WHEREAS, Said agreement read that 
the wages of men working in the mills 
should be from six to eighteen dollars per 
week, and the hours of work fifty per 
week, or nine hours per day for the first 
five days of the week, and five hours on 
Saturday — which was in direct violation of 
the conditions established for over two 
years in those places by the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America, to work forty-four hours per 
week, or eight hours per day for the first 
five days of the week, and four hours on 
Saturday — and as the action of the Amal- 
gamated Wood Workers' International 
Union is also a direct violation of the in- 
structions of the last Boston convention; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the agreement made 
by the Amalgamated Wood Workers' In- 
ternational Union in Bronx and Mount 
Vernon, N. Y., be declared by this, the 
twenty-third annual Convention of the 
American B'ederatlon of Labor, unfair and 
subversive of the best interest of organ- 
ized labor, and that said Amalgamated 
Wood Workers' International Union be de- 
barred from placing their label on ma- 
terial manufactured under a nine-hour sys- 
tem, where an eight-hour day had been 
previously established by the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America. 

Committee on Grievances reports as fol- 
lows: 

The subject matter of these resolutions 
have such a direct bearing upon the de- 
cision of Umpire P. J. Downey in defining 
the jurisdiction of the above named or- 
ganizations, that your committee decided 
to hear evidence on all three resolutions. 

Every opportunity was given to the repre- 
sentatives of the Amalgamated Wood Work- 
ers and Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners to present evidence in support of 
the claims of the respective parties to the 
controversy. 

Your committee for nearly two days list- 
ened to testimony, and in addition spent 
considerable time in reviewing documentary 
evidence which was submitted. 

After a careful review of Hie testimony 
and evidence vour committee Is of the 
opinion that the claim of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters to have the de- 
cision of Umpire P. J. Downey set aside, 
is not well founded, for the following 
reasons: 

First: By resolution the New Orleans 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor provided that the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of America 
and the Amalgamated Wood Workers' In- 
ternational Union should submit their 



grievances and question of jurisdiction to a 
committee for adjustment. 

Second: The proceedings of the New Or- 
leans, American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention, show that five members of the 
committee were to be selected by each of 
the two organizations, and those ten men 
were to select the eleventh man, who was 
to act as umpire, and In the event of a fail- 
ure to select an umpire, President Gompers 
of the American Federation of Labor was 
to select the person to act in that capacity. 

Third: The evidence submitted to your 
Grievance Committee by representatives of 
the Carpenters and Wood Workers, show 
that they selected five m§n each, and that 
there were several names submitted to the 
joint committee, from which one was to be 
selection to act as an umpire. 

Fourth: The evidence shows there was 
some difficulty in selecting an umpire, but 
that on the final ballot Mr. P. J. Downey 
of Albany, N. Y., received six votes and 
subsequently his selection was unanimously 
ratified by the joint committee of ten mem- 
bers who were selected to define the juris- 
diction of the two organizations. 

Fifth: The evidence submitted to your 
committee also shows that after the joint 
committee had been in session over two 
weeks in the taking of testimony in regard 
to the jurisdiction of the respective organi- 
sations, it was discovered that Mr. P. J. 
Downey had attended the Scranton Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor and had served at least a part of 
the time on the Grievance Committee. Re- 
gardless of this fact the hearing of testi- 
mony on the questions at issue and juris- 
diction of the organizations was continued 
with the full consent of the committee, 
and the entire case was submitted to Mr. 
P. J. Downey for a final decision. 

Sixth: The evidence shows that Mr. P. 
J. Downey left Indianapolis to prepare his 
decision. There was no evidence given that 
he should remain in that city, but that he 
should give his decision there. Evidence 
showed that Mr. Downey was much an- 
noyed in Indianapolis, where the commit- 
tee was in session, and that is given as a 
reason why he left and returned four days 
later and submitted his decison on or about 
March 15th, 1903. 

After a careful Investigation of the whole 
subject, we, your Grievance Committee, 
recommend that the twenty-third annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor ratify the decision of Mr. P. J. 
Downey in defining the jurisdiction of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America and the Amalgamated 
Wood Workers' International Union. 

CARPENTERS AND WOOD WORKERS. 

The committee does not deem it neces- 
sary in this case to report as to whether 
an appeal can be taken from the award of 
an arbitrator. We find, however, that the 
decision of the Executive Council, wherein 
it is declared that the two organizations 
in question, through their representatives, 
did agree to refer to a committee and an 
arbitrator the question in dispute between 
them, is substantiated by the evidence, and 
that the arbitrator having rendered his 
award, saicl award is fully binding upon 
both parties. We therefore recommend 
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that the decision in the case be sustained 
and enforced in all localities in which the 
Amalgamated Wood Workers' International 
Union has now established, or in which it 
may hereafter establish, actual organiza- 
tion. 

(Resolution No. 202, by A. M. Swartz, of 
Iron City Trades Council of Pittsburg, Pa., 
is covered by the foregoing and same re- 
port upon same Resolution No. 177.) 

Delegate Bohnen asked what motion was 
before the house. 

The chair informed the delegate that the 
motion to substitute the report of the Com- 
mittee on Executive Council's Report for f 
the report of the Committee on Grievances 
had been withdrawn and the motion re- 
curred on the motion to adopt the report of 
the Committee on Grievances. 

Delegate Frank Duffy spoke for 20 mtn-' 
utes against the report of the committee. 

Delegate Kidd spoke for 40 minutes in 
support of the committee's report. 

Delegate Bohnen spoke for 40 minutes 
against the adoption of the report of the 
committee. 

President Gorapers said that a state- 
ment that he had written the decision was 
published in the Indianapolis papers and 
several official magazines and he had ex- 
pected that the officers of the United Broth- 
erhood would take cognizance of the same. 

Delegate Bohnen denied that such a # 
statement had emanated from the officers 
of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners. 

Delegate Braunschweig consumed 40 min- 
utes in a vigorous defence of the commit- 
tee's report. 

Delegate Wheeler spoke for 15 minutes in 
opposition to the committee's report. 

It was moved and adopted that the com- 
mittee remain in session until the question 
was acted upon. 

Delegate Lewis defended the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Downey said that he left In- 
dinapolis, Ind, and went to Lafayette, Ind., 
where he wrote the decision. After speak- 
ing at some length he said in conclusion 
that it was his opinion, written by him, 
an honest man's decision, and that is all 
anyone should expect. 

A roll call was demanded. 

The secretary counted 167 delegates pres 
ent. 



The roll call resulted as follows: 

In favor: Mulholland. Devlin, McNeill, 
Flynu, Vox, Mailoy, Tobiu (J. F.), Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' delegation, 
Wlnslow (C. W.), McGovern, Jennings, 
Fyfe, Gengenback, Cigarmakers' delegation, 
Clerks' delegation, Electrical Workers' 
delegation, Monaghan, Kirley (John), Lar- 
kin, Curran, Glass Bottle Blowers' delega- 
tion, Morris (J. J.), Granite Cutters* dele- 
gation, Hatters' delegation, Horseshoers' 
delegation, Hotel and Restaurant Employes 
and Bartenders' delegation, Iron and Steel 
Workers' delegation, Lathers' delegation, 
Longshoremen's delegation, Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workmen's delegation, Metal 
Polishers' delegation, Sheet Metal Work- 
ers' delegation, United Metal Workers' 
delegation, United Mine Workers' delega- 
tion, Iron Moulders' delegation, Paper- 
makers' delegation, Wilson (James), 
Rooney, Operative Potters' delegation, 
Printing Pressmen's delegation, Street 
Railway Employes* delegation, Seamen's 
delegation, Keyes, Stage Employes' delega- 
tion, Schwab, Tailors' delegation, Team- 
sters' delegation, Tobacco Workers' delega- 
tion, Typographical Union delegation, En- 
pel, Hunter, Woodworkers' delegation, 
Hughes (T. L.), White (J. P.), Poplowsky. 
Gurr, Simmons, Coleman, Clay, Smith (J. 
T.), Gottlob, Holland, Macarthur, Debarrey. 
Muldoon, Peetz, Scully (Rosa), Whiteman. 
Buthe, Wlngerter, Darcy, representing 
8,243 votes. 

Against: Schaerer, McMahon, Brewery 
Workers' delegation, Buchanan, Brother- 
hood of Carpenters delegation, Jackson, 
Henry (John S.), Tveitmoe, Shamp, Gar- 
ment Workers' delegation, Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers' delegation, Drink- 
water, Painters' d/elegation, Piano and 
Organ Workers' delegaion, Plumbers' dele- 
gation, Richmond, Railroad Telegraphers' 
delegation, Edwards, Textile Workers' 
delegation, Mahoney (P.), Fildew, Leonard, 
Casey (J. J.), Casey (Louis), Spittal, Kel- 
ley (J. W.), Morrison (A. W.), Scully (D. 
J.), Fuller, Reid (J. J.), Parker (Mrs. N. 
D.), Trownsell, Maloney (R. S.), Drake, 
Barrett (John), Powell (P. J.), Ainey, Bal- 
ard, Swartz, Neal, Arvidson, McKelvey, 
Burman, Zaring, - Vlncens, Savadge, Dale, 
O'Connell (M. J.), Roche (E. J.), Haskell, 
Timilty, representing 3,315 votes. 

By a vote of 8,243 in favor to 3,315 
against the report of the committee was 
adopted. 

President Gompers, for the Executive 
Council, reported that the subject matter of 
the grievance of the Boot and Shoe Work- 
ers at Lynn, which had been referred to 
them had been referred to a committee of 
three to repor^ to the Convention or to 
the Executive Council. The following dele- 
gates comprise the committee: Jacob Taze- 
laar, C. L. Shamp and John R. O'Brien. 

The convention then took a recess until 
2 p. m. 
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The Convention was called to order by 
President Oompers at 2.30 p. m. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Utting, Nos- 
chang, Dcason, Murphy (P. F..), Slocum, 
Kerr, Cummins (P. H.), McMahon (James), 
McNeill, Malloy, Looney, Barrett (R. D.), 
Dougherty, Lovely, Martindale, Carey 
(James F.), McPherson, Fish, Geugenback, 
Robinson, Devine, Cable, Hughes (A. C.)» 
Reidy, Feeney, Taylor, Glass, Healy (Tim- 
othy), Altman, Chuck, Grossman, Cunliffe, 
Towey, Cotter, Lilien, Callahan, Gunter, 

I Shaffer, Turledge, Richards, Vollmer, Buck- 
ley, Hoke, Huber, Creamer, Ireland, Wil- 
son (John T.), Boyle, Lowe, Kelley (W. J.), 

^Donnelly (M.), Call, Schmidt, Eichelberger, 
Soaife, Wusley, Fitzgibben, Van Fossan, 
Scott, Dix, McKnight, Quick, Ramsay, 
Winslow, Cornish, Ross, Kelly (Philip), 
WUliam (G. W.), Lincoln, Sangster, Hib- 
bert, O'Dor.nell, Powell (George), McAn- 
drews, McDonough, Engel, Curley, William 
(I). U.), Beals, Perkins, Neary, McLaughlin 
(Chas. J.), Sullivan, Hill, Currie, Ferguson, 
Murphy (Patrick J.), Bridwell, Cummings 
(W. P.), Hirsch, Spittal, Markey (H. A.), 
Thomas, Daly, Hunt, Schardt, Elmer, Has- 
selbaek, Fossberg, Collins (Thos. J.). Irvin, 
Moore (Thos.), Scoliin, Hitchcock (W. II.), 
Fosdick, Reark, Graney, Woods, Sinclair, 
Flanagan, Donovan, Mahoney (D. D.), Ford, 
Laplant, Curtis, Gurley, Keene, McKeigue, 
Sarman, Duffy (Oscar H.), Finn, Coker, 
Brandon, Stewart, Nugent (W. J.), O'Leary, 
Henry (Frank), Browning, Sheenan, Jones 
(W. B.). Wulf, Clancy, Feltus, O'Keefe, 
Davis, Porter. Edwards (Jas. B.), Largay, 
Hinchey. Whitney, Donovan, Lawler, 
Kreft, Hulse, Hatch, Ryall, Berry, Hollo- 
way, Dodd, Schneider, Broderick, Harris, 
Dempsey (D.), Clarke (E. R.), Cowell, 
Dewar, Henderson (W. D.), Feyuer, Dolan, 
Connor, Doll, Sabel, Lavin, Lehner, Kuhn, 
Tyson, Hitchcock (Henry), Harskowitch, 
More (J. J.), Brayer, Barnett, Henderson 
(W. F.) Wynn (I. G.), Gosline, Paterson, 
Cardiff, White (Wm.), Pacelli, Borden 
(Jas.), Swift, Burton, Lyncn (C. P.), Din- 
neen, Hodges, Mallory. Reed (W. A.), Can- 
non, Dervin, Trunt, Gilpin, Butler, Faul- 
kerson, Cooper (J. A.), Senmatterlee, Studd. 
Marsh. Page, Bankow, Tnssiny, McLaugh- 
lin (P.), Gascoyne, Madden, Kidd (W. C). 
Graham, Morlin, Anderson, Field, Bech 
told, Doran, Gillooley, Walshe (R.), Mc- 
Ardle. Tobin (P. F.), Brady, Hannahan. 
Murrell, Feehan, Creamer (Francis), Cald- 
well, Fieldstack, Miles, McLeod, King, 
Turner, Ilapeood, Mills, Roderick, Kelley 
(Jas.), Dillon, Bowler. Derrigen, Ludwig, 
Koonan. Covle, Hillard. Timilty, Cooper 
(Wm.), Russel, Niemchesky, Gately, Rosen- 
feld, Freeman, Maloney, Smith (Wm.), Mui- 
lee, Bolger, Stanner, Scott (T.), Lederer, 
Faller, Francis, Zimmerman, Klein, Clark. 



On motion the reading of the minutes was 
dispensed with. 

Delegate Lewis, for the Committee on 
Grievances, continued his report as follows: 

Resolution No. 182.— By Delegate John 
Cardiff, Drain Layers and Helpers' Local. 
No. 10,335, Chicago: 

WHEREAS, Local No. 10,335 is the 
regularly chartered organization in the 
American Federation of Labor, and that, 
being such, is recognized by this body as 
having official standing, and being pro- 
tected in the pursuit of calling of its mem- 
bers by the American Federation of Labor; 
and 

WHEREAS, Some of its members have 
followed the business for more than 30 
years, and all are licensed workingmen; 
that it has lived up to the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor at all times, 
and now stands ready to assist this body 
to the full extent of its ability and power; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Bricklayers and Stone- 
masons' Union of the city of Chicago has 
claimed, and are claiming, jurisdiction over 
drain laying and sewer pipe work, which 
is, and always has been, performed by 
members of No. 10,335, and should their 
contention be upheld, would result in the 
disruption of our body; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That Drainlayers and Help- 
ers No. 10,335 hereby enter protest against 
the granting by the American Federation 
of Labor of a charter to the bricklayers 
and stonemasons until such time as that 
body has recognized the rights of ihe 
drainlayers and helpers and accorded them 
full jurisdiction over their class of work, 
which consists in the laying of all sewer 
pipes and the construction of manholes and 
catch basins whether the work is to be 
performed for a municipality or private 
individual. 

Committee on Grievances reports unfav- 
orably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 267.— By Delegates G. A. 
Tveitmoe and F. G. Gengenback of Ameri- 
can Brotherhood of Cementworkers: 

WHEREAS, The constitution of the Am- 
erican Brotherhood of Cementworkers, as 
approved by the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor, provides 
that all the cement and concrete construc- 
tion work and the framing for. the same 
comes under the jurisdiction of the afore- 
said brotherhood; and 

WHEREAS, A large number of local ce- 
ment workers unions chartered by the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor prior to the or- 
ganization of the International Buildine 
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Laborers' Union were granted and have en- 
joyed for years the trade jurisdiction now 
conceded to the American Brotherhood of 
Cement workers; and 

WHEREAS, The International Building 
Laborers' Union and its locals, notably in 
the cities of Chicago and St. Louis have en- 
croached upon the trade jurisdiction con- 
ceded the American Brotherhood of Ce- 
mentworkers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in its twenty-third annual 
Convention regularly assembled that the 
International Building Laborers Union be 
and is hereby instructed to refrain from 
encroaching and to cause all its local un- 
ions to cease trespassing upon the estab- 
lished and recognized trade jurisdiction as 
set forth in the constitution of the Ameri- 
can Brotherhood of Cementworkors. 

Committee on Grievances reports unfav- 
orably. 

Delegate Tveitmoe moved that the resolu- 
tion be referred to the Executive Council. 

The motion was adopted. 

Resolution No. 146.— By Delegates John 
M. Neil, Edward Fox, G. V. P., David A. 
Malloy and T. H. Flynn, of Brotherhood 
of Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders; 
John M. Stephens and Chas. E. Langlands, 
of Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union; Harry C. Kurten, C. D. 
Wheeler and T. J. Downey, of Amalga- 
mated Sheet Metal Workers' International 
Union; Nicholas Dutle and J. B. Downing, 
of Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers' International Union; John 
Mulholland, J. E. Devlin and Ed. Utting of 
International Association of Allied Metal 
Mechanics; Frank Buchanan, D. Jennings, 
Chas. W. Winslow and T. McGovern, of 
International Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers. 

WHEREAS, In pursuance to instructions 
given at the late Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, held at New 
Orleans, that metal trades having jurisdic- 
tion disputes should meet in conference for 
the purpose of amicably adjusting the 
same, representatives of the following 
trades met for that purpose in the city of 
Pittsburg, Pa., on January 5th, 1903. 

The following unions were represented by 
national officers and answered roll call: 

Brotherhood of Boilermakers and Iron 
Shipbuilders. 

Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Interna- 
tional Union. 

Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers' In- 
ternational Alliance. 

Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass 
Workers' International Union. 

International Association of Allied Metal 
Mechanics. 

United Metal Workers' International 
Union. 

International Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers; and 

WHEREAS, An effort was made to de- 
fine the line of demarkation of the several 
trades represented, which was agreed upon 
by all trades, with the exception of the 
United Metal Workers' International Union, 
whose delegates left and refused to take 
any further part in the conference, it was 
demopstrated from evidence introduced 



that the United Metal Workers' Interna- 
tional Union was infringing on the juris- 
diction of all organizations represented; and 

WHEREAS, This matter has been 
brought to the attention of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor at several meetings; and 

WHEREAS, While the Executive Coun- 
cil had the matter under consideration the 
United Metal Workers' International Union 
have continued to infringe upon the juris- 
diction of the organization herein named 
to a greater extent than before; therefore 
be it 

'RESOLVED, That for the welfare and 
well-being of the Metal Trades, we, the 
representatives of the undersigned organi- 
zations, demand of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled the 
revocation of the charter of the United 
Metal Workers' International Union. 

Committee on Grievances reports as fol- 
lows: 

We find several organizations claim juris- 
diction over the same class of work, and 
in accordance with the evidence submitted 
to your committee, we find a reasonable 
doubt exists under which charter the juris- 
diction is allowed and in view of that fact 
the committee recommends that joint reso- 
lution No. 146 be referred to the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor with instructions to investigate the 
jurisdiction of the several organizations un- 
der the charters granted by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and that the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be ordered to more clearly 
define the jurisdiction by conference and in- 
vestigation and that they be empowered 
to devise ways and means to accomplish 
the end desired so that the lines of de- 
markation be clearly drawn amongst the 
following trades: 

Boiler Makers and Ship Builders' Interna- 
tional Union. 

International Association Allied Metal 
Mechanics. 

Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Interna- 
tional Union. 

Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers' In- 
ternational Union. 

Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers' International Union. 

International Assc elation of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers. 

United Metal Workers' International 
Union. 

We further recommend that no action 
be taken on resolutions Nos. 150, 159. 1G5, 
224 and 258 as the matter is covered by 
the joint resolution. 

It was moved that the report of the 
committee be concurred in. 

Delegate Dutle opposed the committee's 
report. 

Delegate Kness requested that action be 
deferred until Delegate Sherman could 
reach the hall from his hotel. He was ab- 
sent on account of Illness. 

Delegate Mulholland objected to defer- 
ring action. 

Delegate Lewis stated that the report 
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instructed the Executive Council to take 
up the question and decide on the lines of 
demarkation. 

Delegate Kurtta stated that he was in 
favor of reference to the Executive Coun- 
cil provided a decision could be reached 
within a reasonable time. 

Delegate Wheeler desired the Executive 
Council to convene at as early a date as 
possible to take action upon this question. 

Delegate Fox favored reference to the 
Executive Council. 

Delegate Buchanan opposed reference to 
the Executive Council. 

Delegate Sherman said he was not op- 
posed to the committee's report. • 

Delegate Downing opposed the commit- 
tee's report and desired immediate action. 

The previous question was called for. 

Agreed to. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Delegate Slayton wanted to know If the 
charter of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America would be 
revoked in case they failed to live up to 
the decision of Arbitrator Downey. 

President Gompers stated that as soon 
as possible an official communication will 
be forwarded to the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners containing the ac- 
tion of the convention. 

Resolution No. 188.— By Delegate Robert 
A. Callahan of Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployees International Alliance and Bar- 
tenders' International League of America: 

Charges by Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployees International Alliance and Bartend- 
ers' International League of America vs. 
the Central Federated Union of New York 
City. 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union of New York City has seated in its 
body delegates from a local union suspend- 
ed by its international union, namely, dele- 
gates from a local union as Amalgamated 
Waiters' Union No. 1, formerly affiliated 
with the Hotel and Restaurant Employees 
International Alliance and Bartenders' In- 
ternational League of America; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Convention assembled, 
that the Central Federated Union of New 
York City be instructed to unseat said 
delegates and recognize the local affiliated 
with the Hotel and Restaurant Employees' 
International Alliance and Bartenders* In- 
ternational League of America under pen- 
alty of revocation of its charter. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that Section 5, Article 4, of the constitution 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
complied with. 

Report of committee concurred in. 



Resolution No. 254.— By Delegates of In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Teamsters: 

WHEREAS, There was of recent date a 
charter issued to the Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Expressmen of America by the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation of 
Labor: and 

WHEREAS, Said organization has by 
reason of accepting to membership therein 
drivers of teams, and by so doing have 



spread their influence to such an extent 
that all drivers engaged in similar work 
are Intimidated and coerced into joining 



said organization through its local unions, 
and furthermore, in several instances have 
completely disrupted several local unions 
that were affiliated with the former Team 
Drivers 7 International Union and the Team- 
sters National Union, and we fully agree- 
ing in the belief that all drivers of vehi- 
cles of any and all descriptions can and 
will have better protection through affilia- 
tion direct with the organization of their 
craft; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention in- 
struct the Brotherhood of Railway Ex- 
pressmen to at once issue transfer cards to 
all drivers who are now members thereof 
to the International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters: and be it further 

RESOLVED. That this convention re- 
quest said brotherhood to conform to the 
laws of the American Federation of Labor, 
und the instructions of the Executive 
Council thereof in this matter. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
the adoption of the resolution by amend- 
ing it as follows: 

Strike out of the original resolution, all 
words after "Union" in the ninth line of 
the Preamble. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 256.— By Delegates of In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Teamsters: 

WHEREAS, There is known to exist and 
is affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor an organization known as the 
United Brewery Workmen of America; and 

WHEREAS, Said organization has issued 
charters to, and accepted to membership, 
local unions of beer wagons drivers, whose 
vocation is identical with that of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Teamsters; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that the inter- 
ests of all wage earning teamsters can 
best be conserved by and through affilia- 
tion with the organization of their craft: 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention take 
such action as will tend to compel the 
United Brewery Workmen's International 
Union and through their proper officials to 
instruct their local unions to surrender by 
transfer card all drivers now members of 
said local unions to the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters; and be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the United Brewery 
Workmen's International Union be Instruct- 
ed to cause such transfer cards to be Is- 
sued at the very earliest possible date. 

Committee on Grievances reports un- 
favorably on this resolution only in so far 
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as it is covered by the action of the Louis- 
ville, Ky., convention. 

Moved that the report of the commitee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Furman spoke at length against 
the committee's report. 

Delegate Curran moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Agreed to. 

The report of t*ie committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 222.— By Delegate John 
McNeil, Ed. for Thos. Flynn and David A. 
Malloy, of Boilermakers and Iron Ship- 
builders: 

WHEREAS, We, the Boilermakers and 
Iron Shipbuilders, request that all lodges 
of boilermakers and iron shipbuilders' help- 
ers now under the jurisdiction of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor be turned over 
to the Brotherhood of Boilermakers and 
Iron Shipbuilders. By those helpers hold- 
ing their charters from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor we, the boilermakers, 
have not the control over them in time of 
trouble with our employers necessary to 
make a success of our movement. We 
also contend that owing to the apprentice 
system in out* trade being opposed by our 
employers, the helpers are practical men 
under instruction who are helpers today 
and will be boilermakers tomorrow. Con- 
sequently we claim they are part of our 
family and should be under the jurisdic- 
tion of our organization; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That ajl boilermakers and 
iron shipbuilders' helpers now holding 
their charters from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be turned over to the Broth- 
erhood of Boilermakers and Iron Ship- 
builders: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all charters Issued in 
the future to boilermakers and iron ship- 
builders helpers must be secured from the 
Brotherhood of Boilermakers and Iron 
Shipbuilders of America. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that this resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council for final action. 

Report of the committee concurred in. 

resolution No. 223.— By Delegate L. W. 
Quick of the Order of Railroad Telegraph- 
ers: 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Street and Electrical Railway Em- 
ployes have admitted railroad telegraphers, 
working as such to their organization; and 

WHEREAS, Such employes rightfully 
belong to the Order of Railroad Telegra- 
phers, and 

WHEREAS, Every endeavor has been 
made by the Order of Railroad Telegraph- 
ers to amicably adjust the matter by the 
appointment of a committee which met a 
like committee from the Amalgamated As- 
sociation of Street and Electrical Railway 
Employes, but who were unsuccessful In 
accomplishing anything in this direction; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the Amalgamated As- 
sociation of Street and Electrical Railway 
Employes be and are hereby instructed 
and directed to turn over the membership 
of such railroad telegraphers to the Order 



of Railroad Telegraphers and to, in the 
future, refrain from admitting railroad 
telegraphers into their organization. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that no action be taken as the subject mat- 
ter has been referred by mutual consent 
to the organizations involved for adjust- 
ment. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 206.— By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn: 

WHEREAS, There is constant turmoil 
and conflict between the Amalgamated 
Woodworkers of America and the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America as to the right, ju- 
risdiction and control of the latter organi- 
zation to do the work, which of right be- 
longs to it; and 

WHEREAS, We have seen the evil ef- 
fects of allowing the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers to do painting, hard wood finish- 
ing and decorating inasmuch as the long 
hours and small wages paid to the members 
of the Amalgamated Woodworkers, which 
is practically nine and ten hours all over 
the country t and wages from twenty to 
thirty per cent less—will compel the paint- 
ers now belonging to the Brotherhood to 
return to longer hours and shorter wages, 
gradually forcing the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, hard wood finishers and decorators to 
compete with men working in the various 
shops; and 

WHEREAS, The work done on buildings 
and for buildings comes into open compe- 
tition with men now having the eight hour 
day and pretty generally a minimum rate 
of wages of three dollars, as against a 
much lower rate paid to the Amalgamated 
Woodworkers; therefore 

RESOLVED, That our right to work 
and absolute jurisdiction and control over 
all painting, decorating, hardwood finish- 
ing and kindred trades as now enumerated 
In its constitution be sustained and con- 
ceded; and 

WHEREAS, The contract entered into 
between the Amalgamated Woodworkers 
and the Brotherhood of Painters, Decora- 
tors and Paperhangers on March 3, 1903, 
has been violated in various cities, particu- 
larly so in Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Bos- 
ton and Chicago; therefore 

RESOLVED, That this Convention shall 
concede to us all work which is now given 
to us in our charter by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

- Committee on Grievances recommends 
that no action be taken on this resolution, 
as the national officers have been requested 
to take up the matter for adjustment and 
it is thought that the matter can be ad- 
justed without being acted upon by this 
Convention. 

Moved that tne report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Kneeland of the Painters stated 
that delegates representing the Painters 
and the Woodworkers had signed an agree- 
ment, thus ending the controversy. 
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Delegate Mulcahy of the Woodworkers 
corroborated the statement of Delegate 
Kneeland. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 283.— By Delegate Wm. 
C. Cornish of International Slate and Tile 
Roofers' Union of America: 

The International Slate and Tile Roofers' 
Union of America wishes to enter a protest 
against the Amalgamated Sheet Metal 
Workers for infringing on their work, the 
Shite and Tile Roofers of America claim 
all metal work pertaining to a slate or tile 
roof outside of where solder is required. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that no action be taken, as the subject mat- 
ter will be taken up and settled by the 
Executive Boards of the two organizations 
involved. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 213.— By Delegates W. O. 
Powell, C. Harrv Hoke, H. C. Buckley of 
Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
American Federation of Labor on April 24, 
1903, gave a decision on the jurisdiction 
dispute between the Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers' International Union and 
the United Garment Workers of America; 
and 

WHEREAS. In spite of the effort of 
President Gompers, the bodies interested 
have failed to make an agreement with an 
object of carrying out the spirit of the 
decision of the Executive Council; be it 

RESOLVED, That the president appoint 
a referee to meet with three representa- 
tives of the United Garment Workers of 
America and a like committee of the Shirt, 
Waist and Laundry Workers' International 
Union, with an object of having an agree- 
ment made that will carry out the spirit 
of the decision of the Executive Council; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
use every effort to advertise any agree- 
ment or decision in this matter. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that no action be taken, as the resolution 
was withdrawn, the parties having reached 
some understanding. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 290.— By Delegate Her- 
man Grossman of the International Ladies' . 
Garment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The attention of the Inter-~ 
national Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
has been called to the fact that a move- 
ment is on foot within the Manhattan 
Association of Knife Cutters at New York 
City to the effect that said organization 
will probably decide to become affiliated 
with the American Labor Union; and 

WHEREAS, Such action it appears has 
been made possible by the refusal of the 
Laundry Workers to grant said Manhattans 
a charter as promised one year ago; anji 

WHEREAS, the general secretary of the 
International Ladies' Garment Workers 
has repeatedly communicated witll the 
Shirt, Iron and Laundry Workers upon this 
subject, but failed to receive a reply; 



RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor hereby directs the Laundiy Workers 
to fairly and justly deal with the Interna- 
tional Ladies' Garment Workers' Union so 
that harmony can be established in this 
industry. 

Committee on Grievances reports favor- 
ably. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 266.— By Delegate John S. 
Henry of International Wood Carvers' As- 
so^Vptiou. 

WHEREAS, Continued friction is oc- 
curring from time to time over jurisdiction 
of work; arid 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Wood 
Workers have wood carvers in their or- 
ganization, tnereby creating a dual organi- 
zation; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Amalgamated 
wood workers cease taking wood carvers 
into their organization and transfer all 
wood carvers in their organization at the 
time to the organization of their trade. 
The International Wood Carvers' Associa- 
tion. 

Committee on Grievances finds that the 
representatives of the Wood Workers and 
Wood Carvers' organizations practically 
agree on jurisdiction, with the exception 
of the words "Hand Carvers." 

Committee recommends that all Wood 
Carvers with the exception of Machine 
Wood Carvers be members of the Interna- 
tional Wood Carvers' Association. 

Delegate John Henry favored the re- 
port of the committee and hoped it would 
be carried into effect. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 295. — By Delegate Geo. 
Burns of Electrical Workers: 

I desire to enter a protest against the 
seating of the delegates of the street car 
men under their present title, the same 
having been amended since the last Con- 
vention without the knowledge or consent 
of the International Organization of Elec- 
trical Workers. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
that the Executive Council be required to 
immediately give a decision as to the juris- 
diction of the Amalgamated Street Rail- 
way Employes' Association under the new 
charter. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

President Gompers stated that President 
Mahon had wired him that the Amalga- 
mated Street Railway Employes' Associa- 
tion claimed no extension if jurisdiction 
under the new charter. 

Delegate Burns favored the report of th« 
committee. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 
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Resolution No. 242.— By Delegates Otto 
Gaestel, Louis Kemper, E. F. Ward, Fred 
Lappfof International Union United Brew- 
ery Workers: 

WIIEREAS, The International Union of 
the United Brewery Workmen was char- 
tered in the year of 1886 under the title 
"Journeymen Brewers' Union"; and 

WHEREAS, On March 4th, 1887, on ap- 
plication of the Brewery Workers' Union 
a new charter was Issued to said body un- 
der the title of "United Brewery Workers' 
Union of the United States," thereby ex- 
tending their jurisdiction over ail em- 
ployes of breweries; and 

WHEREAS, The official booklet of the 
American Federation of Larf)or, entitled, 
"Instructions to Organizers," contains the 
following in reference to the International 
Union of United Brewery Workers of 
America, viz.: "All brewery workers are 
eligible to membership in this organization, 
with tho exception of foremen, bosses and 
office help. Charters are granted to ten or 
more brewery workers"; and 

WHEREAS, The Brewery Workers have 
since the issuing of said charter organized 
all branches of the brewing industry, in- 
cluding brewers, drivers, bottlers, freight 
handlers, malsti «, engineers, firemen, sta- 
blemen, oilers and helpers, in fact all help 
not excepted, as per. instructions to organ- 
izers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
Convention that the jurisdiction granted by 
charter issued March 4th, 1887, and since 
extended in order to cover all America, be 
hereby reaffirmed and permanently estab- 
lished. 

Committee on Grievances recommends 
no action be taken, as the subject matter 
has been acted upon by the Convention. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Kemper said he would like to 
know If these attacks on the brewery work- 
ers were to be continued. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

JOHN A. MOFFITT, Chairman. 
WILLIAM J. O'BRIEN, 
THOS. F. TRACY, 
WM. H. FRAZIER, 
HERMAN ROBINSON, 
MARTIN P. HIGGINS, 
T. L. LEWIS, Secretary. 

Grievances Committee. 
Report of Committee on Grievances con- 
curred in as a whole. 

Delegate Driscoll moved that the whole 
matter be referred to the Executive Coun- 
cil, with instructions to appoint a commit- 
tee to visit the employing brewers of New 
York and endeavor to have them have their 
horses shod by union horse shoers. 

Delegate Kemper wanted tne delegates to 
understand that the brewery workers were 
not working in opposition to the horse 
shoers. 
The previous question was called for. 



Agreed to. 

The motion of Delegate Driscoll was 
adopted. 

On motion it was decided to continue in 
session until we adjourn sine die. 

Delegate Kidd secured unanimous con- 
sent to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 296.— By Delegate Thos. 
I. K^idd of Woodworkers: 

RESOLVED, That the thanks of the 
twenty-third annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor are hereby 
extended to the citizens of Boston, the 
Central Labor Union, and the press for 
their hospitable treatment accorded the 
delegates. We shall always hold in grate- 
ful remembrance our experience in this 
city, which has proven both pleasant and 
profitable to those who have attended this 
convention; and our thanks also extended 
to the Hon. P. A. Collins, Mayor of Boston, 
the City Council, and the custodian of 
Faneuil Hall. 

On motion, the resolution was adopted. 
Delegate Wheeler, for the Committee on 
Organization, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 293.— By Delegate Mrs. 
Nellie D. Parker, Galesburg Trades and 
Labor Assembly: 

WHEREAS, A number of international 
and local unions have had unusual suc- 
cess in recent years in the organization 
of women wage earners; and 

WHEREAS, Cases frequently arise in 
which an experienced woman organizer is 
needed to assist in the work; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be Instructed to include at least one 
woman among the organizers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor for the ensuing 
year. 

Committee on Organization reports 
favorably. 

JAMES O'CONNELL, Chairman. 

F. C. WHEELER, Secretary. 
A. B. LOEBENBERG, 
THOMAS H. FLYNN, 

D. D. DRISCOLL, 

G. V. LITHHALL, 
FRANK RIST, 

Committee on Organization. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Delegate Macarthur, for the Committee 
on Executive Council's Report, submitted 
the following: 
AMALGAMATION, JURISDICTION, ETC. 

We endorse the action of the Executive 
Council in the affairs of the following or- 
ganizations: International Upholsterers' 
Union and Upholsterers' Union of New 
York City; International Association of 
Allied Metal Mechanics and the local 
plumbers' union of Pittsburg; Ladies' Gar- 
ment Workers' International Union, and 
the Shirt, Waist anu Laundry Workers' In- 
ternational Union; United Association of 
Plumbers. Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters' Helpers, and the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers; 
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Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers' Inter- 
national Union and the United Garment 
Workers of America. 

Concurred in. 
SHEET METAL WORKERS AND PAINT- 
ERS. 

The committee was notified that negotia- 
tions aie pending between the representa- 
tives of these organizations looking to a 
settlement of the points in dispute. We 
therefore indorse the Executive Council's 
report in this particuar. 

Concurred in. 
UNITED BROTHERHOOD AND AMAL- 
GAMATED SOCIETY OP CARPEN- 
TERS. 

We indorse the report* of the Executive 
Council in this regard. 

Concurred in. 

UNITED ASSOCIATION OP PLUMBERS 

AND NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

STEAM FITTERS. 

We recommend that this case.be reopen- 
ed, on the ground that these are separate 
and distinct trades; that a charter be 
granted to the National Association of 
Steam Fitters; that both parties shall be 
directed to turn over to the respective or- 
ganizations those members now commonly 
employed in me line of work claimed by 
each organization, and that the Executive 
Council be instructed to define the jurisdic- 
tion of both organizations for their future 
guidance. (Resolution No. 116, by D. D. 
Driscoll of Boston Central Labor Union, is 
covered by the foregoing.) 

Delegate Macarthur moved concurrence 
in committee's report. 

Delegate Kelly opposed the committee's 
report. 

Delegate Lennon opposed the committee's 
report. 

Delegate Duncan protested against the 
report of the committee and urged the dele- 
gates to vote it down. 

Delegate Kneeland moved that the priv- 
ilege of the floor be given to a representa- 
tive of the steam fitters for ten minutes. 

Adopted. 

Mr. John Mangan, as the representative 
of the Steam Fitters, spoke for 20 minutes 
in favor of the committee's report. 

Delegate Agard supported the commit- 
tee's report. 

Delegate Leonard opposed the commit- 
tee's report. 

Delegate Driscoll favored the commit- 
tee's report. 

Delegate Debarrey favored the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Frey said there was such a 
thing as trade autonomy and industrial 
autonomy. 



Delegate Spencer spoke against the re- 
port of the committee. 

Delegate Henry spoke upon the ques- 
tion. 

Delegate McMahon called for the pre- 
vious question. 

Agreed to. 

The roll was then caUed with the fol- 
lowing result: 

In Favor— Winslow (C. W.), McGovern, 
Jenning, Fvfe, Henry (J. S.), Gengenback, 
Clerks' delegation, 250 votes, Electrical 
Workers' delegation, Steam Engineers' del- 
egation, Healy (Timothy), Kirley <Jno.), 
Curran, Agard, Morris (J. J.), Hatters' del- 
egation, Horseshoers' delegation, Lathers* 
delegation, Warner, Hammerstrom, Metal 
Polishers' delegation, Wheeler (C. D.), 
Painters' delegation, Papermakers' delega- 
tion, Murray, Printing Pressmen's delega- 
tion, Richmond, Railroad Telegraphers' del- 
egation, Seamen's delegation, iveyes, Will- 
iams (G. W.), Sangster, Teamsters' delega- 
tion, Hughes (T. L.), Mahoney (P.), Fildew, 
Driscoll, Coleman, Barrett (John), Walsh 
(P.), Porter, Holland, McKee, Swartz, Mac- 
arthur, Debarrey, Dale, Roche (E. J.), 
Hoehn, Field, Timilty, representing 2,998 
votes. 

Against— Mulholland, Devlin, Schaerer, 
Boilermakers' delegation, Tobin (J. F.) f 
Brewery Workers' delegation, Brick, Tile 
and Terra Cotta Workers' delegation, Bu- 
chanan, Brotherhood of Carpenters' dele- 
gation, Jackson, Tveitmoe, Cigarmakers* 
delegation, Clerks' delegation, 25a votes, 
Feeney, Shamp, Garment Workers' delega- 
tion, Hayes (D. A.), Granite Cutters' dele- 
gation, Hod Carriers and Building Labor- 
ers delegation, Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes and Bartenders' delegation, Long- 
shoremen's delegation, O'Connell (James), 
Downey (P. J.), Kurten, United Mine Work- 
ers' delegation, Iron Moulders' delegation, 
Dold, Plumbers' delegation, Hailes, Street 
Railway Employes' delegation, Edwards (T. 
J.), Stage Employes' delegation, Lennon, 
Qualev, Tobacco Workers' delegation, Typo- 
graphical Union delegation, Hunter, Wood- 
workers' delegation, White (J. P.), Leonard, 
Poplowsky, Casey (J. J.), Casey (Louis), 
Morrison (A. W.), Clay, Reid (J. J.), Par- 
ker (Mrs. N. D.). Smith (J. T.), Drake, Co- 
hen, Ainey, Gottlob, Thompson, Neal, Ar- 
vdson, McKelvey, Burman, Myler, O'Con- 
nell (M. J.), Payne, Peetz, Whiteman, Has- 
kell, Darcy, representing 8,240 votes. 

By a vote of 8240 against to 2998 in fa- 
vor the motion to concur in the commit- 
tee's report was lost. 

Delegate Duncan, moved that the deci- 
sion of the arbitrator and the Executive 
Council be sustained. 

The motion was adopted. 

METAL MECHANICS, METAL WORK- 
ERS, AND MACHINISTS. 

We Indorse the action of the Executive 
Council in the effort to adjust the differ- 
ences between these organizations upon the 
question of jurisdiction. 

Concurred in. 
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BREWERY WORKERS— TEAMSTERS. 

We indorse the action taken in this 
matter and recommend a continuance of 
the negotiations for the settlement of the 
differences between these organizations. 

Concurred in. 

LONGSHOREMEN AND SEAMEN. 

In reporting upon this head we would 
point out that notwithstanding the refusal 
of the last Convention to sanction the 
change in name asked for by the Interna- 
tional Longshoremen's Association, that 
organization has been for some time past, 
and still is, transacting business under the 
title of "International Longshore, Marine 
and Transport Workers of America." This 
we regard as an act of bad faith on the 
part of the International Longshoremen's 
Association, calculated to mislead the pub- 
lic and to injure the interests of other 
affiliated organizations and to cause seri- 
ous complications and we recommend that 
the action of the International Longshore- 
men's Association In this regard be disap- 
proved and that that organization be re- 
quired to transact ali its business under the 
title recognized by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

4 

Concurred in. 

AMALGAMATION, JURISDICTION, ETC. 

We indorse the action of the Executive 
Council in reference to the affairs of the 
following named organizations: Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers and Carpenters, 
Silk and Textile Workers, Bakers, Cloth 
Hat and Cap Makers, Blast Furnace Work- 
ers, International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters and Brotherhood of Railway Express- 
men of America, United Mineral Mine 
Workers of North America, and National 
Association of Blast Furnace Workers and 
Smelters of America, Order of Railwav 
Telegraphers and Amalgamated Association 
of Street and Electric Railway Employes 
of America, International Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths and United Mine Workers of 
America. 

Concurred in. 

We indorse and direct special attention 
to the recommendation of the Executive 
Council in connection with the application 
of the Bakers for an extension of jurisdic- 
tion, namely, "that any international union 
contemplating either changing its title or 
extension of its jurisdiction should be re- 
quired first to confer with the officers of 
the American Federation of Labor and also 
with the international union likely to be 
affected." 

Delegate Schaerer opposed the report -of 
the committee. 

Delegate Farley favored the report of 
the committee. 

Concurred in. 

LEGISLATION. 

We indorse the efforts of tba Executive 
Council to secure the enactment of the 
measures enumerated in the report, and we 
recommend a continuance of those efforts 
and the appointment of a legislative com- 
mittee to render assistance therein. 



Delegates Barnes and Swartz opposed the 
committee's report. 

Delegate Morris favored the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Hoehn opposed appointment of 
a committee. 

Delegate Furuseth favored the report of 
the committee. 

Report of the committee concurred in. 

Delegates Kemper, Hoehn, Barnes, Gas- 
kill, Mahoney and Avidson desired to be 
recorded in the negative. 

THE PRESIDENT AND LABOR. 

The main subject matter of this part of 
the report having been referred to another 
committee, it only remains for this com- 
mittee to indorse the steps taken to se- 
cure the release of E. W. Clark and con- 
gratulate the Executive Council for the 
success thereof. 

Concurred in. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CIRCULAR. 

The committee approves the circular of 
September 30, 1903, setting forth the posi- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
in the matter of proposed legislation. 

Concurred In. 

MAINTENANCE OF AGREEMENTS. 

We indorse the declaration of the Execu- 
tive Council in favor of the policy of form:?' 
agreements between employers and em- 
ployes. We reiterate the language of the 
Executive Council in refutation of the 
charge that trade-unions are guilty of in- 
difference to tue obligations assumed under 
such agreements or are unable to discharge 
such obligations, and point to the records In 
substantiation of our position.^ At the same 
time, we would renew the injunction upon 
all affiliated bodies that they use the ut- 
most possible care, first, in the drafting of 
agreements, particularly in guarding 
against conditions which may lead to com- 
plications with other labor organizations, 
and, secondly, in keeping these agreements 
inviolate once they are entered into. 

Concurred in. 

SUITS AT LAW. 

We approve the warning uttered by the 
Executive Council regarding the danger of 
organizations becoming Involved in litiga- 
tion should they adopt the plan of incor- 
poration recently proposed by many per- 
sons and newspapers, and we concur in 
the repudiation of the charges, implied or 
positive, made against the law-abiding char- 
acter anu methods of the labor movement 
and the members thereof. 

Concurred in. 

UNxTED METAL WORKERS' INTERNA 

TIONAL UNION. 

We endorse the action taken upon the 
various applications for the revocation of 
the charter of this organ'zation. 

Concurred In. 
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PHILIPPINE-HAWAII-CHINA— JAPAN 
LABOR CONDITIONS. 

We indorse the action of the Executive 
Council in commissioning Mr. Ed. Rosen- 
berg to investigate the industrial con- 
ditions of Hawaii and the other localities 
named. We recommend a careful perusal 
of the valuable and comprehensive reports 
submitted by Mr. Rosenberg and published 
in the "American Federationist." We 
recommend that these reports be repub- 
lished in form suitable for general cir- 
culation, copies of the same to be issued at 
cost price. 

Concurred in. 

CANADIAN AFFAIRS. 

We indorse the action of the Executive 
Council in relation to the affairs of our 
fellow trade-unionists in Canada, and we 
recommend that the 50-cent rate of dues 
be maintained as a condition of receiving 
assistance from the defense fund. 

Concirrred in. 

THE DENVER SITUATION. 

We indorse the action taken in regard to 
the condition of the labor movement in 
Denver, Col., and locality, and recommend 
a continuancy of the efforts to unite the 
labor organizations in that locality under 
the jurisdiction of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Concurred in. 

LOANS REQUESTED. 

We indorse the dction of the Executive 
Council in the matter of requests for loans, 
and we recommend to affiliated bodies a 
strict compliance with the suggestion look- 
ing to the creation of substantial union 
funds. 

Concurred in. 

ORGANIZER LEONARD MALTREATED. 

We find upon hearing testimony that Or- 
ganizer Leonard has been submitted to 
gross outrage while in the pursuit of his 
duty to the American Federation of Labor, 
and we believe it to be our duty, to th>* 
labor movement as well as to Mr. Leonard 
personally, to use every possible means oj 
securing redress therefore. We therefore* 
recommend that the Executive Council bo 
instructed to defray the cost of the pros" 
cution in this case upon the condition th.it 
the money thus expended shall be re- 
funded out of any damages secured by Mr. 
Leonard. 

Delegate Bohnen moved as an amend- 
ment that we strike out the words "such 
cost not to exceed $2,250" and insert the 
words "such amount as the Executive 
Council may deem necessary." 

The amendment of Delegate Bohnen was 
adop ed. 

The committee's report as amended was 
adopted. 



THE SUBSTITUTE ABUSE. 

We indorse the remarks of the Execu- 
tive Council under this head and submit 
them to the discriminating judgment of 
the Convention. 

Concurred in. 

FLAG AND BANNER, UNION LABELS, 
ETC. 

The report by the Executive Council un- 
der the heads "Flag and Banner," 'Union 
Labels." "We Don't Patronize List," "Re- 
moved From Unfair and Placed Upon Fair 
List," "Removed From Unfair List," 
"Contributions," "Conclusion," is hereby 
indorsed. 

Concurred in. 

Your committee desires, in concluding Its 
report to commend the Executive Council 
for the evidence of diligent and conscien- 
tious discharge of duty displayed by the 
summary of the year's work. We desire 
hereby to express our keen sense of appre- 
ciation of the services rendered by the 
Executive Council and to commend that 
body to the gratitude and co-operation of 
the membership of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Concurred in. 

JOHN PHILLIPS, 

EZRA A. PERKINS, 

GEO. SANGSTER, 

COLLIS LOVELY, 

E. A. AGARD, 

JOHN HAMMERSTROM, 

Chairman. 
W. MACARTHUR, Secretary. 

Moved that the report of the Committee 
on Executive Council's Report as amend- 
ed be adopted as a whole. 

Delegate Swartz asked regarding Reso- 
lution No. 202. 

Delegate Macarthur stated that action 
had -been taken upon the resolution. 

Delegate Bohnen asked in regard to the 
resolution covering the indorsement of the 
Carpenters' label. 

Delegate Agard stated that It had been 
acted upon. 

Secretary Morrison, for the special com- 
mittee appointed to visit non-union pub- 
lishing houses, reported as follows: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-third Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. 
Gentlemen:— Your special committee ap- 
pointed to. wait upon certain printing con- 
cerns in Cambridge with a view to having 
them unionize, beg leave to report as fol- 
io ws: 

The management of the Riverside Press 
and the University Press refused to have 
anything whatever to do with your com- 
mittee. They would not even grant us an 
interview. 

We had an interview with the manager 
of the office of Ginn & Co., but received 
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no satisfaction. The concern refused posi- 
tively to unionize its plant. 

lour committee would recommend that It 
be the sense of this convention that the 
American Federation of Labor is in full 
accord and sympathy with the Allied Print- 
ing Trades in their efforts to unionize these 
concerns and pledge them our heartiest 
support to bring it about. 

ED. HIRSCH, Chairman. 

JOHN S. HENRY. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 
Secretary Morrison for the Committee on 
Labels submitted the following report: 

4 

WHEREAS, We realize that by the use 
of Union Labels on the necessities and 
luxuries of life, that organized labor se- 
cures its only protection; and 

WHEREAS, By the judicious use of the 
UnionfLabel on all goods manufactured by 
organized labor we can successfully combat 
the evils of prison-made and sweat-shop 
goods, thereby guaranteeing purity and 
clean and healthful conditions in factories, 
mills and shops; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, i^y the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at its twenty-third annual 
Convention that it reaffirm and reindorse3 
all labels of the various organizations affili- 
ated with the American Federation of La- 
bor; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That, as it is the duty of 
all members of organized labor and its 
friends to demand ana accept only such 
goods as bear the Un.on Label, although it 
seems like a waste of time to keep on re- 
minding members of organize^ labor of this 
fact, we feel that it is our duty to call at- 
tention to the carelessness and thoughtless- 
ness of members of organized labor purchas- 
ing unfair-made goods, despite the fact 
that they are union men, and fully realize 
that only in the purchase of Union Label- 
led goods can the purchasers get the full 
value of their purchase and the very best 
that can be produced at the price asked tor 
any article purchased; and therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be sent to all affiliate^ internation- 
al, state and central bodies of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, with instructions 
that the same be read at all conventions 
and meetings of the bodies, and publisho 1 
in the "Federationist," and labor press of 
the country, with a view to having organ- 
ized labor and its friends demand the 
Union Label on all goods when making 
purchases, thereby getting the best goods 
for the price. 

JAS. WOOD, Chairman, 

EDMOND F. WARD, 

JOHN F. TOBTN, 

JAS. P. MA HER, 

ED. HIRSCH, Secretary. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Secretary Morrison, for the Committee 
on Executive Council's Report, submitted 
the following: 

Ry way of giving direction to the senti- 
ment herein expressed, we offer the follow- 
ing rules for the guidance of the organiza- 
tions Involved in jurisdiction disputes: 

1. — Except in the case of those disputes 



satisfactorily adjusted by this Convention, 
by mutual agreement or by other means, 
organizations now in disagreement upon 

auestions of jurisdiction shall permit the 
isputed points to rest in abeyance for the 
period of one year. 

2. — During this period organization shall 
be permitted to retain and exercise juris- 
diction so far as the same is now actually 
established, certificates of membership to 
be regarded as prima facie evidence of 
jurisdiction. 

3.— During this period men and women 
holding certificates of membership in two 
or more organizations, shall, should the 
question of jurisdiction over such men and 
women be raised by either or any organiza 
tion, be required and permitted to indi- 
vidually choose the organization to whicli 
they prefer to acknowledge allegiance 
Having so chosen, such men and women 
shall be conceded to the jurisdiction of the 
organization or organizations to which they 
have respectively tendered their allegi- 
ance. 

4.- During this period the respective or- 
ganizations shall continue the work of or- 
ganization among non-unionists and shall 
nave and exercise jurisdiction over thos^ 
thus organized without let or hindrance 
from any source. 

Moved that the report be concurred in. 

Delegate Wheeler wanted to know if in 
. case the proposition covering jurisdiction 
was adopted it would interfere with the 
Executive Council in passing upon matters 
of jurisdiction referred to it for adjudica- 
tion. 

Delegate Agard stated that it was only 
offered as a suggestion. 

Delegate Duncan opposed the adoption 
of the report, claiming that it would undo 
all the work that had been done by the 
Convention in regard to jurisdiction con- 
troversies. 

Delegate Warner moved that the whole 
matter be laid upon the table. 

The motion was adopted. 

Delegate Ryan, for the Committee on 
Resolutions, made the following report: 

Resolution No. 286.— By Delegate A. E. 
Hill of Tennessee Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Section 2, Article 12, of con- 
stitution of American Federation of Labor, 
provides that it shall be the duty of all na- 
tional and internationals affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to instruct 
their local unions to join chartered central 
labor unions and state federations in their 
vicinity where such exist. Similar in- 
structions shall be given by the American 
Federation of Labor to all trade and fed- 
eral labor unions under its jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, the State Federations and 
central bodies have been of great service 
to the labor movement; and 

WHEREAS, The State Federations and 
central bodies could be materially strength- 
ened by having the locals of the various 
nationals and internationals and the or- 
ganizations chartered direct by the Ameri- 
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can Federation of Labor to carry out the 
provisions in Section 2, Article 12, and it 
also would cause the formation of ad- 
ditional State Federations and central 
bodies; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, that the 
Executive Council be instructed to issue a 
circular calling the attention of the national 
and international organizations affiliated, 
and the organizations chartered direct, to 
Section 2, Article 12, of the constitution, 
and request said organizations to comply 
with the provisions of the section. 

Committee on Resolutions reports 
favorably. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 100. — By Delegate George 
W. Williams of Stereotypers and Electro- 
typers' International Union: 

RESOLVED, That request contained In 
petition presented by members of Boston 
trade unions, asking for use of Faneuil Hall 
for Saturday evening, Nov. 21, for an anti- 
trust meeting be granted, provided that 
hall shall not oe required by Convention on 
that evening. 

Committee on Resolutions reports reso- 
lution withdrawn. 
Report of Committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 208.— By Delegate G. A. 
Hoehn of the Federal Labor Union, 6482: 

WHEREAS, There exists a controversy 
between the Boot and Shoe Workers' Un- 
ions of St. Louis and the general officers 
of the Boot and Shoe Workers' Union, 
which has resulted in the revocation of the 
charters of all the St. Louis local unions, 
nine in number, involving over 1900 mem- 
bers; 

WHEREAS, The Central Trades and La- 
bor Unions of &t. Louis, by almost unani- 
mous vote, have gone on record that this 
controversy should be settled at the spe- 
cial convention of the Boot and Shoe 
Workers' Union, to be held in January. 
1904; 

WHEREAS, This controversy will, if 
continued, work irreparable injury, not 
only to the shoe workers, but to the en- 
tire trades union movement in St. Louis; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That a committee of five 
be appointed by this Convention to use 
their good offices to bring about a cessa- 
tion of hostility and a permanent solution, 
by amicable settlement of the controversy. 

Committee on Resolutions reports unfa- 
vorably. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Debarrey opposed the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Tobin favored the report of the 
committee. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 228.— By Delegate John 
W. Browning of the Meadville, Pa., Cen- 
tral Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, the progress or organization 



is retarded through the indiscrimination of 
race, etc.; be it 

RESOLVED, That we recommend that 
more attention be paid to the usefulness of 
the worker and a more thorough under- 
standing reached of the consequences of 
retarding the movement and producing a 
condition where possible competition may 
exist. 

Committee on Resolutions reports unfa- 
vorably on the ground that the subject 
matter Is already covered by the consti- 
tution of the American Federation of La- 
bor.. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 41.— By Delegate Russel 
R. Hunt of the. United Association of 
1* lumbers, Gasfitters, etc.: 

RESOLVED, That all central bodies be 
instructed to unseat all independent locals 
of Steam and Hot Water Fitters, and only 
locals of Steam and Hot Water Fitters af- 
filiated with the United Association of 
Journeymen Plumbers, Gasfitters, Steam- 
fitters and Steamfitters' Helpers of United 
States and Canada to be accorded seats 
therein. 

Resolution No. 42.— By Delegate John S. 
Kclley of United Association: 

RESOLVED, That affiliated national and 
international unions are hereby instructed 
to recognize only steam and hot water 
fitters connected with the United Asso- 
ciation of Journeymen Plumbers, Gas Fit- 
ters, Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters* 
Helpers of the United States and Canada. 

Committee on Resolutions, on account 
of subject matter having been fully dis- 
cussed and disposed of by the convention, 
refer Resolutions 41 and 42 to the Execu- 
tive Council for any further action that 
may be necessary in line with the action 
of the convention. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 45.— By Delegate "Walter 
Macarthur of San Francisco Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union, No. 

, and Tie Makers' Union, No. , 

both of Fort Bragg, Cal., are now, and 
have been for many months, on strike 
against the Union Lumber Company, a con- 
cern having its headquarters at San Fran- 
cisco; and 

WHEREAS, The sole purpose of said 
strike is to guarantee to the men involved 
the right to organize for the protection and 
advancement of their conditions of employ- 
ment; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, ex- 
tends its indorsement and sympathy to the 
affiliated organizations involved In this con- 
test, and pledges its support in the conduct 
thereof; and further 

RESOLVED, That all affiliated bodies are 
hereby urged to contribute financially to 
the support of the organizations named 
herein. 

Committee on Resolutions reports favor- 
ably. 
Report of committee concurred in. 
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All Of which is respectfully subm^ted 
by your Committee on Resolutions. 

JAMES DUNCAN, Chairman, 

W. D. R¥AN, Secretary, 

JAMES J. CREAMER, 

JOHN HENR¥, 

D. J. KEEFE, 

JOHN SLOCUM, 

J. P. FKEY, 

Committee. 
Report of committee adopted as a whole 
as amended. 

Delegate Ryan secured unanimous con- 
sent to introduce the following resolution: 
Resolution No. 297.— By Delegate W. D. 
Ryan of United Mine Workers: 

WHEREAS, A resolution was introduced 
at the recent convention of the Illinois 
State Branch of the American Federation 
of Labor by persons not members of the 
Boot and Shoe Workers' Union, and not 
authorized by any local union or the Inter- 
national Union, declaring that the Hamil- 
ton-Brown Shoe Co., St. Louis, Mo., had 
secured the use of the union stamp by mis- 
representation and fraud; and 

WHEREAS, This statement is absolutely 
untrue, as the union stamp was secured 
■upon a written application which bears the 
endorsement of the Joint Shoe Council 
of St. Louis, Mo., which is the executive 
authority in such matters, and that the ar- 
bitration contract with this firm was ap- 
proved by the Joint Shoe Council 6f St. 
Louis, Mo., March 28, 1902, and signed by 
the International Union; and 

WHEREAS, Evidence is at hand that 
some of the afl^liated unions are hostile to 
the Hamilton-Brown Shoe Co; therefore 

RESOLVED, That shoes made by Hamil- 
ton-Brown Shoe Co., union factory, St. 
Louis, Mo., and bearing Union Stamp No. 
4, are entitled to the patronage of organ- 
ized labor and that the Illinois State 
Branch of the American Federation of 
Labor be requested to send a circular to 
their afliliated unions in accordance with 
this resolution. 

Moved that the resolution be adopted. 

Delegate Boehm opposed the adoption 
of the resolution. 

Delegate Tobin said he wanted only 
shoes bearing the union label to be pur- 
chased. 

Delegate Qualey said the adoption of the 
resolution would be a guidance to the mem- 
bers of organized labor. 

The motion to adopt the resolution was 
carried. 

Delegate Fildew, for the Committee on 
Boycotts^ submitted the following report: 

Your Committee on Boycotts having 
under consideration the following resolu- 
tions would beg to respectfully report that 
this committee understands that new appli- 
cations for placing firms or corporations on 
the unfair list that have not previously 
been before the Executive Council, must go 
before that body foe investigation before 
becoming operative. And for this reason 
your committee recommends that the fol 



no wing new applications be so referred to 
the Executive Council for action: 

^Resolutions Nos. 9, 10, 21, 39, 61, 62, 63, 
(®, bl, 101, 114, 148, 174, 180, 183, 189, 
201, 211, 227, 229, 230, 239, 245, 256, 264, 
279. 281. 

We recommend that former action be re- 
a'flirmed on Resolutions Nos. 14, 58, 156, 396 
and 276. 

Your committee recommends that Res- 
olution No. 5 be amended to read as fol- 
lows and referred to Executive Council: 

Resolution No. 5.— By Delegate^ J. B. 
Larkln of International Union Flour and 
Cereal Mill Employes: 

WHEREAS, The Washburn-Crosby Flour 
Milling Co. of Minneapolis, Minn., has 
demonstrated its absolute antagonism to 
organized labor, has scorned any adjust- 
ment and positively refused arbitration 
with a view to settling the grievances for 
which our organization Is now out on 
strike; and ^ „, 

WHEREAS, Said Washburn-Crosby Flour 
Milling Co. has openely defied the Ameri- 
can Federation of Laboi and challenged it 
to place them or the products of their mills 
.on its "we-do-not-patronize" list," and fur- 
thermore to emphasize their contempt for 
the American Federation of Labor and its 
"we-do-not-patronize" list a representative 
of said Washburn-Crosby Flour Milling Co. 
did sarcastically offer to give $1,000 if they 
were so listed, claiming that it would bene- 
fit their business instead of injuring it; 
therefore be it „ , 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled 
that the said Washburn-Crosby Flour Mill- 
ing Co. of Minneapolis, Minn., and all of 
its products be placed on the "we-do-not- 
patronize" list," and all organized wage- 
earners be urged to uphold the dignity of 
our organization and to demonstrate its 
efliciency by adhering strictly to its In- 
junction in letter and spirit. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 215.— By Delegate Herman 
Lilien of International Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers' Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The Great Lakes Tug and 
Dredging Association of Chicago, 111., hold- 
ing the contract for the construction for 
the foundation of a flushing station which 
is to be a part of the great drainage sys- 
tem, has in the past; month inaugurated a 
svsteni which has for its purpose the over- 
throw of trades unionism and the destruc- 
tion of the eight hour day, the company 
having refused to recognize organized la- 
bor of any craft or pay the union rate of 
wages; and 

WHEREAS, The company refuses to 
treat with the representatives of organ- 
ized labor or submit to arbitration the 
questions in dispute in order that a strike 
which now exists on the work may be 
settled: and ' 

WHEREAS, Every other corporation, 
company or individual in and about Chica- 
go engaged in this class of work carries on 
sunn work under union conditions and 
therefore are forced to compete with the 
Great Lakes Company; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, Bv the delegates to the 
twentv-third annual Convention oT the 
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American Federation of Labor, in Tegular 
meeting assembled, that the Great Lakes 
Tug and Dredging Association be declared 
unfair, nnd that its name be placed on the 
unfair list of this organization. 

Committee on Boycotts recommends that 
this matter be referred to the Executive 
Council and that they delegate a repre- 
sentative to investigate and report. 

Delegate Qualey supported the report of 
the committee. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolnt'on No. 37. — By Delegate Edward 
Carr of the Travelers* Goods and Leather 
Novelties Workers' International Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor has in- 
dorsed the action of the Travelers' Goods 
and Leather Novelties Workers' Interna- 
tional Union in placing the N. Duncker 
Co., manufacturers of trunks and travel- 
ers' goods of Cincinnati, Ohio, on the un- 
fair list; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
dorse the action of the Executive Council 
and instruct labor organizations and all 
working men and women that they buy no 
goods from the merchants who patronize 
the above-named unfair firm. 

Committee on Boycotts recommend that 
the words "from the merchants who pat- 
ronize" in next to the last line be stricken 
out and the words "manufactured by" be 
inserted, and that the resolution be then 
referred to the Executive Council. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 134. — By Delegate Emil 
Schaerer: 

WHEREAS, The boycott against the Mc- 
Kinley Bread Company of St. Louis, Mo., 
has been Indorsed, first, at the Louisville 
convention, again at the Scrauton conven- 
tion and New Orleans convention of the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The McKInley Baking Com- 
pany has not as yet seen fit to come to a 
settlement satisfactory to the members of 
our international union; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
vention again indorses the boycott and in- 
structs the incoming president to send a 
circular letter to all affiliated unions in the 
states of Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee and 
Kentucky, requesting that the product of 
this unfair concern be not patronized. 

Committee on Boycotts recommends that 
former action be reaffirmed and request 
compiled with at expense of the organiza- 
tion represented. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 135.— By Delegate Emil 
Schaerer: 

WHEREAS, The boycott placed against 
the product manufactured by the Cracker 
Trust, also known as the National Biscuit 
Co., its head office being in Chicago, 111., 
and having branches in a number of cities 
throughout the country; and 



WHEREAS, It is the custom of this con- 
cern to hire, wherever and whenever pos- 
sible, non-union and child labor, trying to 
disrupt our organization by discriminating 
against the members thereof; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-third Con- 
vention reindorses the boycott on this con- 
cern and through the incoming president 
requests all its affiliated organisations to 
instruct their members not to buy any 
goods nor patronize any place in which the 
product bearing the stamp of The Na- 
tional Biscuit Company Is in any way, 
shape or manner handled; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this notification shall 
be sent to all labor organizations not later 
than Dec. 15th, 1903. 

Committee on Boycotts recommends that 
former action be reaffirmed and request 
complied with at expense of the organiza- 
tion interested. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 217.— By Delegate A. El. 
Ireland of the International Association of 
Machinists: 

WHEREAS, The Palmer Manufacturing 
Co. and the Williams' Cooperage Co. 
of Poplar Bluffs, Mo., locked out in all 
about 300 members of two Federal Labor 
Unions, because they refused to work last 
Labor Day; 

WHEREAS, These unions have only 
been organized about nine months and^ 
therefore are not entitled to financial aid^ 
from the funds of the American Federation 
of Labor; 

WHEREAS, Representatives of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor have used their 
best endeavors to adjust this matter with 
the officials of the concerns In question, 
but with no results, the companies refus- 
ing to reinstate the men involved, stating 
that under no consideration would they 
allow a union man to enter their employ; 

RESOLVED, That this Convention ex- 
tend to its locked out members at Poplar 
Bluffs their hearty appreciation of the ef- 
forts that are being made by them to 
bring these antagonistic concerns to their 
prooer senses, and that immediate steps 
be taken to place the product of the above 
mentioned companies on the "We Don't 
Patronize" list, and that some practical 
support be given to the locked out members 
in order that a complete victory can be 
speedily brought about. 

Committee on Boycotts recommends ref- 
erence to the Executive Council with pow- 
er to act. ,, 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 59. — By Delegate Michael 
Brayer of Cloth Spongers, No. 9,100. 

WHEREAS, Repeated efforts have been 
made by cloth spongers of New York City 
and the Central Federated Union to organ- 
ize the cloth spongers and examiners em- 
ployed by Rogers, Peet & Co.; and 

WHEREAS, The said firm of Rogers, 
Peet & Co. have refused to employ or per- 
mit union cloth spongers and examiners 
to work In their department; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-third Con- 
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vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor in session assembled condemn the ac- 
tions of thejirni of Kogers, Peet & Co., of 
N. Y., and recommend that all delegates 
assist in their fight against said firm; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That said firm of Rogers, 
Peet & Co.,„of New York, be placed on the 
unfair list. 

Committee on Boycotts reports unfavor- 
ably and recommends that the resolution 
be not concurred in arid that the Garment 
Workers be requested to give all the aid 
in their power in organizing the examin- 
ers and spongers of the aforesaid firm. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 124. — By Delegate Anton 
J. Engel of Upholsterers' International 
Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, A combination known as 
the Department Stores and Dry Goods As- 
sociation of the City of New York has been 
organized for the main purpose to an- 
tagonize and resist organized labor in its 
effort to organize the overworked and un- 
derpaid men, women and children in their 
employ; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers's Interna- 
tional Union, lurough its representatives 
and officers have made repeated efforts to 
organize the upholsterers, carpet workers 
and drapers in the employ of the members 
of the department stores and dry goods 
associations, but were met with opposition 
on the part of said association, who not 
alone refuse to allow organized labor to 
ga'u a foothold in their establishments, but 
also refuse to employ members of the Up- 
holsterers' International Union at the regu- 
lar hours and wages of the union; and 

WHEREAS, There are 112» firms in the 
City of New York employing over 900 mem- 
bers - of the Upholsterers' International 
Union under agreement with the union at 
union wages and conditions, which are far 
above those being paid and enjoyed by 
our craftsmen employed by the depart- 
ment stores and dry goods association, thus 
creating unfair competition detrimental to 
the interests of the members of the Up- 
holsterers' International Union: and 

WHEREAS, The firms of R. H. Macy, 
Siegel Cooper & Co., and H. C. F. Koch & 
Co. have and are taking a prominent stand 
against the unionizing of the departments 
employing upholsterers, carpet workers and 
drapers, as well as in every other depart- 
ment of their establishment; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled de- 
clare the above-named firms unfair to or- 
ganized labor, and that they be placed on 
the "we-do-not-patronize" list. 

Committee on Boycotts recommends that 
inasmuch as this matter has already been 
in the hands of the Executive Council the 
action of the Executive Council be sus- 
tained and the resolution not adopted. * 

Report of committee eoneurred in. 

Resolution No. 270.— By Delegate Jere 
Cotter of Gold Beaters' National Union of 
America: 



WHEREAS, The Hastings Company of 
Philadelphia, Pa., which also comprises the 
Kemp Company of New York city, gold 
leaf manufacturers, have been placed upon 
the unfair list by the twenty-second an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The afore-mentioned con- 
cern has forced Its employes to be organ- 
ized into the Knights of Labor, which so- 
called organization supplied the said con- 
cern with an alleged label similar to that 
used by the Gold Beaters' National Union 
of America; be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-third an- 
nual Convention hereby call upon organ- 
ized labor in general and the Brotherhood 
of Painters and Decorators, Brotherhood 
of Bookbinders, Gilders, Sign Writers, 
Carriage Workers, and Tip Printers in 
particular to only use the gold leaf con- 
taining the label of the Gold Beaters' Na- 
tional Union of America, affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts recommends ref- 
erence to the Executive Council. 
Report 7>f committee concurred in. 

This committee in submitting its final 
report, desires to go on rcord as favoring 
the utmost caution in granting applications 
for space in the unfair list. If anyone is 
unjustly placed on the unfair list it tends 
to injure not only the organization directly 
in interest, but the entire labor movement, 
an.d the committee respectfully submit that 
any proposition submitted in good faith and 
having merit cannot suffer by undergoing 
a careful investigation to the end that the 
unfair list may not be too loosely applied 
while in the interest of one branch of or- 
ganized labor it may be injurious to an- 
other. 

FRANCIS FILDEW, Chairman, 

G. W. BURNS. 

ROBERT O. CALLAHAN 

D. W. FINN. 

R. M. QUA LEY, 

CHARLES E LANGLANDS, 

M. MIKOL. 

Report of committee as a whole as 
amended adopted. 

Delegate Leonard, for the Committee on 
Local and Federated Bodies, reported as 
follows: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-third Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

Y'our Committee on Local and Federated 

Bodies begs leave to submit the following 

report : 

Resolution No. 20.— By Delegate John 
Sinclair of Gloucester Central Union: 

WHEREAS, The Quarry Workers, the 
Granite Cutters' and the Steam Engineers' 
and Firemen's Unions of Cape Ann have 
failed to affiliate with the Gloucester Cen- 
tral Labor Union after repeated requests; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That thp American Federa- 
tion of Labor Convention here assembled, 
take such action as will compel the said 
unions to be represented in the Gloucester 
Central Labor Union. < 



Digitized by 



Googk 



258 



RBPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



Inasmuch as this Convention has already 
passed adversely upon a similar resolution, 
your committee reports unfavorably but 
recommends that the incoming Executive 
Council use its utmost endeavors to bring 
about the result sought by Gloucester, Cen- 
tral Labor Union. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

Resolution No. 298.— By Delegate W. H. 
Clay, Central Labor Union, Durham, N. C: 

WHEREAS, We see the great importance 
of all Local or Federal Labor Unions char- 
tered by the American Federation of La- 
bor paying per capita tax and assessments 
to defray the expense of Central Labor 
Unions; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That if a Local or Federal 
Labor Union affiliated with a central body 
chartered by the American Federation of 
Labor refuse to pay within 00 days any as- 
sessment levied by such central body in a 
legal manner, such Local or Federal labor 
union shall be deprived of representation 
in the central body so long as said assess- 
ment remains unpaid. Be It further. 

RESOLVED, That in case of suspension 
of any Local or Federal labor union, the 
national or international olheers of such 
local shall be immediately notified of such 
action. 

Committee on Local and Federated Bod- 
ies reports favorably. 

Moved that the report of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Duncan opposed the report of 
the committee. 

A delegate moved that the entire mat- 
ter be laid upon the table. 

The motion to lie on* the table was lost. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 126.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, As the Central Federated 
Union of New York City have seated In 
said body a suspended local of the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers and Brass Work- 
ers' International Union of North America; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor notify said 
Central Federated Union to expel this local 
within a period of thirty days; and be It 
further 

RESOLVED, That if said Central Feder- 
ated Union* does not comply with this re- 
quest, the American Federation of Labor 
revoke the charter of the said body imme- 
diately. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies reports unfavorably, but recom- 
mends that the Executive Council be in- 
structed to request the Central Federated 
Union of New York City to do all In its 
power to induce such suspended local to 



reaffillate with its international union; 
and that in event of refusal to do so, Cen- 
tral Federated Union of New York City be 
instructed to expel such local union. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 260.— By Delegates P. 
McMahon, Frank B. Monaghan and J. J. 
Glass of International Union of Steam En- 
gineers: 

WHEREAS, lue Cincinnati Central La- 
bor Union has refused to seat the delegated 
of Labor Union 18 of the International Un- 
ion of Steam Engineers in defiance of the 
repeated Instructions of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of La- 
bor; therefore be it • 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
Central Labor Union of Cincinnati ts here- 
by revoked and withdrawn until such time 
as they seat the delegates from the above 
mentioned Local Union 18 of the Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies reports that the parties interested 
desire to withdraw resolution. 

Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 64.— By Delegates Down- 
ing and Dutle of Metal Polishers, Buffers. 
Platers and Brass Workers' International 
Union : 

WHEREAS, Ihere is at the present time 
in the city of Chicago a local union com- 
posed of optical workers, chartered direct 
from the American Federation of Labor; 
and 

WHEREAS, Said optical workers work 
chiefly on brass products; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
struct said local union of optical workers 
to join our International Union. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies recommends that the matter be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council with fa- 
vorable recommendations. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 79. — By Delegate Donovan 
of Pawtucket Central Labor Union: 

RESOLVED, That in cities and locali- 
ties where Central Labor* organizations ex- 
ist, said central bodies being affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
it shall be obligatory upon all locals in said 
city or locality under the jurisdiction of 
the American Federation of Labor, to di- 
rectly affiliate with said CentraT Labor 
bodies, under penalty of withdrawal of 
the charter of saijj local. 

Committee on Local and Federated Bod- 
ies recommends that the matter be referred 
to the Executive Council. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. G. SCHARDT, Chairman, 
F. C. SIMMONS, Secretary, 
E. W. LEONARD, 
JEROME JONES. 
FRANK POPLOWSKY. 

Coinmittee. 
Report of committee concurred in. 
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To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-third Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: 
Your Commktee on Education beg to sub- 
mit the following report: 

On the chapter in the President's Report 
on "Institutions of Learning and Labor," 
your Committee on Education recommends 
that the incoming President continue the 
investigation carried on so efficiently during 
the past year relative to the attitude of 
the educators in the schools and colleges 
toward our movement. 

We recommend also that the Executive 
Council endeavor to secure the introduction 
of text books that Will be more in accord 
with modern thought upon social and politi- 
cal economy, books that will teach, the dig- 
nity of manual labor, give due importance 
to the service that the laborer renders to 
society, and that will not teach the harm- 
ful doctrine that the wage-workers should 
be content with their lot, because of the 
opportunity tliat may be afforded a few 
of their number rising out of their class, 
instead of teaching that the wage-earners 
should base their hopes upon the elevation 
of the condition of the working people. * 

Your committee appreciates the tendency 
on the part of some educational institu- 
tions to give more attention to the study 
of the trades" union movement and the col- 
lecting of literature. 

We recommend also the lectures that are 
given by some colleges upon the subject of 
trade unions at which representative union- 
ists are invited to present their views on 
the industrial problems, and we recommend 
that the Executive Council do all within its 
province to encourage this policy. 
Report of committee concurred in. 

On Resolution No. 31. Your committee 
recommends concurrence in that part of the 
resolution regarding the necessity of elimi- 
nating the political influence that is often 
required by school teachers in order to se- 
cure or retain their positions, the advan- 
tage that would accrue to the movement to 
organize the- teachers of the country in 
sympathy with it and the justice of increas- 
ing the compensation of teachers commen- 
surate with the value of their service. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

On Resolution No. 48. Your committee 
reports as follows: The subject of manual 
training and technical education to be 
given by trade unions is of such a general 
character that this Convention could not 
very well recommend any plan or policy 
that would apply equally to all unions on 
account of the diversity of condition and 
difference in skill required. We therefore 
recommend that the respective unions affili- 
ated consider the question of instructing 
its members in the higher branches of the 
respective trades and the promotion of the 
efficiency of its members and the adoption 
of an apprenticeship system that will give 
the youth of the country the opportunity 
of learning trades for which they are best 
fitted. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Resolution No. 131. That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor is hereby ordered to assist the Com- 
missioner General of the United States 



Immigration in the passage by Congress of 
an educational clause in the Immigration 
Law to protect American Labor. 
Your committee reports favorably. 
Concurred in. 

HENRY C. BARTER, Chairman. 
T. J. SHAFFER, *-'] 

HENRY WHITE, Secretary, . 

Delegate Wood of the Clgarmakers' In- 
ternational Union was granted the floor on 
a question of privilege, and stated that It 
had come to his notice that the press of 
the country had published the- fact that J. 
Mahlon Barnes, "President" of the Cigar- 
makers' International Union*, had stated 
on the floor of the convention that the ac- 
tion of President Roosevelt was a slap in 
the face of organized labor. Delegate 
Wood stated that Mr. Barnes is not presi- 
dent of the Clgarmakers' International 
Union, and did not represent the Cigar- 
makers' International Union in making 
that statement, but made It on his own 
responsibility. 

Delegate Barnes acquiesced in the state- 
ment of Delegate Wood. 

Delegate Qualey requested permission to 
take up a resolution which had been laid 
on the table upon his motion, covering the 
action of members of the Amalgamated 
Carpenters of Washington, D. C, taking 
the places of members of the United 
Brotherhood. 

President Gompers asked the representa- 
tive of the Amalgamated Carpenters if he 
objected to the resolution being taken from 
the table. 

Delegate from the Amalgamated Carpen- 
ters entered objections. 

Delegate Qualey then withdrew his re- 
quest. 

Delegate McMahon moved that the dele- 
gates give three cheers for the American 
Federation of Labor and President Gom- 
pers. 

After the cheering had subsided Presi- 
dent Gompers addressed the delegates. He 
stated that in a convention of the magni- 
tude which this one had attained, It couli 
not be expected that the decisions ren- 
dered would or could be satisfactory to all 
of the organizations and delegates, and ex- 
pressed the hope that the delegates would 
go forth with the firm resolve to do their 
level best to assist in carrying into effect 
the various resolutions adopted and deci- 
sions rendered. 

On request of Delegate Fischer of the 
Tobacco Workers' International Union, Sec- 
retary Morrison read Resolution No. 58, 
calling upon members of organized labor to 
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purchase union labelled tobacco, and re- President Gompers then called upon 

fuse to patronize in any way stores that Thos. I. Kidd to lead in singing Auld Lnuij 

represented the American Tobacco and Syne. 

Continental Trusts. At 9 45 the convention adjourned sine die. 

FRANK MORRISON, Secretary, 
HENRY McMAHON, American Federation of Labor. 

Ass!stant Secretary, 
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♦No resolution bearing this number. 
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